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November 29, 2016 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Dear Brothers, 
 

More than two months have passed since we gathered at the Good Shepherd Pastures 
Spiritual Centre, Negombo, Sri Lanka (from the 26th to the 28th of August 2016) for our 
4th Province Chapter. Our time together was characterised by deep fraternal dialogue 
and joy. We “dreamed together” in anticipation of our Bicentenary in 2017. Embarking 
on a “new beginning” for the Province and for the Institute, we heard some pearls of 
wisdom from the Chapter floor 
in the following areas, which is 
the fruit of some significant 
deliberation and dialogue that 
we had. Though I have 
presented it in a summary form 
here, I sincerely believe that 
what you see here is the life-
blood of Marist life and mission 
for the Province in the future. 
 

 “In our prayer life we are called to feel the power of God” 

 “I am committed to build a vibrant and joyful community” 

 “Our Province is on a journey and I feel that there is a strong need to bond 

our Laity, Brothers, and Marist Youth” 

 “Vocation is about imagining our life with fire and joy” 

And these are some of the questions that we discerned would help move us forward:  
 

 What form of community life will excite and enliven us? 

 What form of prayer will bring joy to our lives? 

 How would living as Lay and Brothers together bring life to us and mission? 

As you know, our Brothers in communities, our Lay partners, teachers, and students are 
the ones that nurture and shape Marist life and mission in our Province. The outcomes 
of the 4th Province Chapter will remain just words unless they are taken up and given 
life and practical expression in your own situations. For this reason, the Council and I 
invite you to consider carefully the priorities of the Chapter. It is an invitation for all of 
us.  Our hope is that aspirations presented at the Chapter will guide us individually and 
collectively. As a result the lives of children and young people will be affected positively. 
 

To assist with your reflection and planning, I invite you to go back to the questions 
mentioned above. I encourage you to take them up individually and as communities to 
help move our Province forward, faithful to its Marist life and mission, in the service of 
the church and for the benefit of the children and young people to whom we minister.  
 

http://www.maristsa.com/
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Structured daily Quiet Hour in Communities:  As an individual and at Province level 
preparation for the new beginning, each one of us must venture into a personal renewal, 
through serious and committed time for prayer, reflection and meditation. We would 
like to revive the old practice of a quiet hour for prayer, reflection and meditation as a 
community, with a strictly organised and planned time to spend in personal and 
community prayer. Therefore, may I urge each Brother and all community leaders to 
make space for this hour in individual and community timetables. We hope that this 
daily exercise will enable us to enter our third century with new zeal and vigor zeal.   
 
Community Meetings: Hence, in planning your Community Life at the beginning of 
2017, we ask that each Community hold one or more Community Meetings to share 
your reflections on each of the three questions, plus outline your Community Timetable, 
including the time for your “quiet hour”. Please send me your timetable, your 
reflections, and any practical goals you wish to work towards as a Community in 
2017. It would be best if I received them by the 1st of March so that we can discuss your 
reflections and goals at our Council planning meeting held after this date. Thank you. 
 
Marist Bicentenary Year: Marcellin Champagnat founded the Marist Institute on 2nd 
of January 1817, at Lavalla, France. The spirit of the founding Brothers has lived for two 
hundred years. The Champagnat Marists are in the year of Lavalla, a third year of 
preparation for the Bicentenary. The Institute has taken three years of preparation for 
this important year in the history of the Institute. It is worthy to be grateful to God and 
many Marists for the past 200 years of Marist Charism lived, shared and celebrated and 
at the same time to look forward to a new beginning in the third centenary of Marist life 
and mission.  
 
Bi-Centenary celebration 2017:  The Provincial Council appointed a committee to 
organize the Bi-Centenary celebrations in the Province next year, with Br. Chinthana 
Nonis as the Chairman, and Brothers Jiji Dhasan,  Paul Bhatti,  and Roshan as members. 
These met recently for three days of planning, and will continue to meet during the year 
to support the Province, Institutions and ministries, through its various teams, 
programmes and activities which are planned at Province, Sector and Institutional level. 
Plans will be communicated to you as soon as possible. The team will need your support 
and cooperation. I thank the team for their hard work. 
 
Province Retreat: In connection with bicentenary, a Province retreat for the Lavalla 
year will be held from 7th to the 12th of August 2017 at Serene Pastures Retreat house, 
Negombo, Sri Lanka. The dates and venue for the retreat in India will be announced 
later. The Province picnic will be on the 13th of August. The venue for the picnic will be 
announced later.  
 
Bicentenary Opening Mass:  A Eucharist will be celebrated to mark the opening of the 
Bicentenary on the 2nd of January 2017 at Maris Stella College Negombo at 10:00 am. 
Br. Chinthana will organise the Liturgy. Marists in Sri Lanka, please mark your calendar 
to be present for the celebration. In a similar manner, Eucharistic celebrations will take 
place in India and Pakistan on the 2nd of January 2017. Brothers Sunil and Raj will 
provide details.  
 
There will be a meeting for the Institutional Heads/Coordinators in connection 
with the Bicentenary year. The date and venue will be communicated to the 
Institutional heads later.  
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SOME NEWS AROUND THE PROVINCE 
 
Lavalla200 - International Communities Formation Programme:       Lavalla200 is a 
project initiated by the General Administration, with the cooperation of the 
Administrative Units, to sponsor fourteen International Communities in the seven 
regions of the Marist World. These communities will be comprised of Brothers and 
some Lay Marists. Already the first group of missionaries have gone through the first 
formation progamme and have reached their assigned communities. Br. Réal from 
Canada comes to the Tudella Novitiate 
from that project.  
 

The second formation programme will 
be held from 31st April to the 2nd of July 
2017 in Rome. Brothers Lazar and Paul 
Bhatti will take part in this formation 
programme, and after a discernment 
process Brother Superior General will 
appoint them to their international 
Communities.  
 

We wish our Brothers and all the participants of this second formation programme a 
fruitful time of discernment! 
 
Br. Real Sauvageau:  Br. Réal Sauvageau hails from Quebec, 
Canada. He participated in the first formation progrmame of 
Lavalla200 for the International Communities. Réal was 
assigned by Br. Emili  to the District of Asia. Br. Réal has joined 
the International Novitiate in Tudella as one of the staff 
members.     
 

We welcome Br. Réal to Sri Lanka and to our Province of 
South Asia.  We wish you a fruitful and pleasant stay in Sri 
Lanka.   
 
 

SRI LANKA 
 
Annual Mass for the deceased 
 

On Saturday the 5th of November the 
annual Holy Mass for our deceased 
Marist Brothers, Parents, Relatives, 
Students and Friends was held at the 
Negombo General Cemetery. Rev. Fr. 
Sanjeewa Fernando S. J. was the 
celebrant.  
Brothers, 
Novices, 
Postulants, 
relatives and 
friends were 
present at 
the 
ceremony.    
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INDIA  
 
Stage for Marist Nursery School, VM 

 

The construction of 

the stage is almost 

done. 
 

The remaining work 

will resume in a few 

days time and we 

hope to complete the 

stage by the middle 

of November.  

 
Celebration of Deepaavali 
 
The celebration of Deepaavali (Festival of Lights) 
took place on Sunday 23rd October at St. Marcellin 
Community Hall, UT Malai, Trichy, in the presence of 
about two hundred people. All were served lunch.  

 
Coming Together for a New Beginning... 
 
Sunday, 6th Nov. 2016, the Brothers in India gathered 
together at St. Marcellin Community Hall, UKT Malai, 
Trichy, in Tamil Nadu to dream new dreams and 
begin a new journey as Marists of Champagnat in the 
world today. The meeting was facilitated by Br. 
Rajakumar with a meaningful prayer service 
organized by Br. Saul. The main focus of the meeting 
was on the current realities of our Institute as it 
enters into the third century of our Marist journey.  
 
 
AUSTRALIA 
 
FMSI Conference in Brisbane - Connecting Marist 
NGOs ... Co-creating a New Beginning... 
 
The advent of Summer, a profound feeling of family 
spirit, friendly atmosphere, delicious food, crystal 
clear objectives, fascinating stories and a sense of 
humour were the ingredients of the one-week 
meeting held from 15th to 21st October in the Marist 
Solidarity Office in Ashgrove, Brisbane, Australia. 
There were about 17 participants from different Marist NGOs from Asia and the Pacific. 
The goal was to create a world network of Marist NGOs, sharing experiences, resources 
and visions to do God’s mission in a more professional and pastoral way as Marists 
among children and young people in the world today. 

Bro. Raj Kumar 
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PAKISTAN 
 

Golden Marist Presence in Pakistan and Visit of Br. Emili Turu.   
12th November 2016  

  
The late Bishop Nicolas Hitinga, of the Diocese of 
Islamabad and Rawalpindi, made a request to the 
General Administration to send teaching Brothers 
to his diocese. The Province of Sri Lanka was 
requested by the General Administration to 
answer the call. To that, Br. Remigius Fernando 
from Sri Lanka left his homeland to start the 
Marist Mission in Pakistan on the 10th of 
September 1966. He arrived in Rawalpindi and awaited the arrival of his companions 
from Spain and Australia. In December 1966 they were able to form a community 
in Kohati Gate, Peshawar City.   
  

Br. Remigius Fernando has stayed on in Pakistan since his first arrival. During these 50 
years more than forty Marist Brothers from Spain, Germany, Ireland, New Zealand, 
Australia, and Sri Lanka have worked hard to make Jesus known and loved. The 
Pakistan Marists are grateful and salute all the past and present missionary Brothers for 
their untiring services to their country.  
  

To recognise, to thank, to strengthen the 
relationship, and to dream forward, 
Brother Emili Turu, Superior General, Br. Michael 
De Waas, Councilor General, Br. Mervyn Perera, 
the Provincial of South Asia, Br. Noel Fonseka, the 
Vice Provincial and Br. Chinthana, member of the 
Provincial Council, graced the Golden Jubilee 
Celebrations, along with many other guests.   
  

This was the first time in fifty years that Pakistan 
had the blessings and the presence of the Superior General. We are grateful to 
Br. Emili Turu for his visit and Br. Michael De Waas, the regular visitor to Pakistan, for 
their presence.   The following are brief accounts of their visitation through various 
activities … 
   
In Peshawar 
  
10th November:  The evening was spent with the 
Brothers, Charity Sisters and Fr. John William the 
parish priest, over a meal in Kohati Gate, 
Peshawar City, where Brothers have lived and 
worked for 49 years.   
  
11th November:  Br. Emili and Br. Mike were 
given a warm welcome in St. Mary’s High School 
Peshawar Cantt. They had a cultural welcome and 
Brother Emili addressed the students. At mid-
morning, it was time with the teaching staff.  After 
morning tea, Brothers left for a five hour car ride 
to Sargodha.  
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In Sargodha 
 
At 5:00 pm, there was a welcome to Br. Emili, 
Mike and all visiting Brothers. The students of 
Sargodha Catholic High School welcomed them 
with dance, and the female teachers welcomed 
them with pouring of the oil at the door posts.  
 

Br. Emili  and  the  invited  guests were  
honoured and presented with turbans, the 
Punjabi style to welcome them and to show they 
are our elders.  
   

A meaningful evening prayer with the theme 
“New beginning” was animated by the 
Liturgy Committee of the school. Br.  Remigius 
Fernando, once entrusted to begin the mission, 
presented the labour and fruits of many Marists 

over the years to Br. Emili, in the form of a 
lighted candle, the Bible and a Pakistani Map 
indicating various places where the Brothers 
have worked and the people from all walks of 
life to whom they have made Jesus known and 
loved.  
 

In return, Br. Emili entrusted the Mission to 
Mrs. Rubina Javed and to Br. Anthony Qammar 
(Brother and Lay), to continue the mission 
together in a new way. And the student represented the children whom we are to reach 
with love.   
  

A well prepared PowerPoint presentation by Br. Farancis was shown to all those 
present. It covered the 50 years of work and a brief history of Marist life in Pakistan. It 
was to look back on our past with gratitude and look forward to the new beginning for 
Marist life in Pakistan.  Cultural dances, drum playing and a festive meal was part of the 
evening.    
  
Jubilee Celebration:  
  

At dawn on the 12th, the day of the Jubilee 
celebration, many of us were brought to our 
knees with showers of blessings. Though it 
rained, we were able to have the jubilee 
celebration in the open air with beautiful 
weather after the morning shower.   
  

Rev. Fr. Mukthar Alam, a famous Punjabi poet 
and diocesan priest, celebrated the Eucharist. Fr. 
Leonard Steger, the Parish Priest, was also 
present for the celebration. The students of 
Sargodha Catholic High School, teachers, family 
members of the Pakistani Brothers, Priests, 
Religious Sisters and friends of the Marists had 
come to join the celebration. And the school 
choir gave life to the celebration.   
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After the Eucharistic celebration and welcome dance, Br. Remigius Fernando shared his 
arrival story and the message of the Provincial was read out by the Vice Provincial, Br. 
Noel Fonseka. Br. Emili Turu was asked to say a few words. He said only three words; 
gratitude, relationship and dying. His was grateful to all who have been part of this 
mission. He stressed the importance of connecting or strengthening our relationships, 
and he encouraged us to be ‘dying’ in moving forward to the peripheries. The day ended 
with a delicious meal, celebrated by all the Brothers in Philip town, to celebrate 
fraternity and brotherhood.   
  

On the 13th  and 14th Br. Emili spent time 
in a sector meeting, a prayer meeting, tea 
with the Lay Marists, and a welcome in 
Sargodha Catholic High School, with a talk 
and shaking hands with students. At the 
end of school, Br. Emili was asked to 
present Golden Jubilee souvenirs to the 
staff of Sargodha Catholic High school in 
gratitude for their hard work in preparing 
for the Golden Jubilee.  Br. Emili also had a 
guided tour of Sargodha city, and  some of 
the Christian localities, to further 
experience life in Pakistan.   
  

Br. Mike gave a two day seminar to the 
young Brothers which was very helpful to 
all those who participated.  The visit 
concluded with Brother Emili leaving on 
the 15th and Mike on the 19th of 
November.   
  

We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all those provinces that were very 
generous in sending many Brothers to work in Pakistan as well as for their financial 
support. A big thank you to the Brothers in Sri Lanka for their long commitment to man 
the Marist mission in Pakistan!   
  

We are grateful to God for the blessings of the past 50 years and we look forward to new 
life that will emerge and bear a hundred fold for children and young people, in this land 
where there are so many marginalized young people.   

Bro. Paul Bhatti  

REGIONAL FORMATION COLLOQUIUM 

Theme:  Marist Formation in a Multi-Cultural Community 

The colloquium will be held from 12 to 17 December 2016, at MAPAC, Manila in the 
Philippines. The focus will be on Formation in inter-cultural community settings. In 
addition, Formators will share their respective formation programmes, to better 
coordinate and strengthen their approach across all the stages of Initial Formation. 
Along with all the Brothers and Lay participants from Asia who took part in the 
colloquium at l’Hermitage France last year, there will be some other formators from 
Asia taking part. Representing our South Asia Province will be Brothers Godfrey, 
Roshan, Saul and Nick, plus Br. Rod Thomson from our International Novitiate in 
Tudella will also attend. 
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GREETINGS FROM MANZIANA!  
 

As we are entering the 2nd month of the Third Age Program at Manziana I thought this 
would be an opportune time to share with you some reflections about my experience 
here.  The Third Age Program is intended for Brothers about 65 and older, to review our 
life’s journey in a grace-filled atmosphere and be nourished and energized for our life 
and mission in the years ahead. It is indeed a blessed time of Sabbath rest, personal 
renewal and openness to God’s transforming presence in our lives. This house in 
Manziana offers us a peace-filled place with many possibilities for reflection, gaining 
new insights and building a supportive community environment.  
 

 
The team for the Program consists of Brothers Mick Sexton from Australia and Don 
Neary from the U.S.A.    There are fifteen Brothers taking part in this year’s session, from 
the following countries: Australia, Canada, France, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, the United 
States and South Korea. We are rich in cultural diversity and life experiences. Our 
chaplain for the program is a Marianist priest from the United States, Fr. Mike Nartker. 
This session commenced on Wednesday, the 19th October and will come to a close on 
Friday, the 16th of December.  
 

In general, the daily program is organized around the Eucharist and common prayer in 
the morning and evening. Mornings include two sessions with a presenter, and 
afternoons are free for each participant to organize his own program. There is a free day 
each week. 
 

During our first few days here we had orientation, 
taking time to share our personal journeys and get to 
know one another. By means of presentations about 
our various Provinces and ministries, the Program is 
providing us with opportunities to learn more about 
our Marist mission throughout the world. So far we 
have had guest speakers giving us presentations on 
Transition, Religious Brotherhood, Being Brothers 
Today, the Sacraments and Walking with Mary.  
 

From the 7th to the 18th of November our group went on a pilgrimage to France and 
visited the places of our Marist origins. We will go on a pilgrimage to Assisi from the 1st 
to the 3rd of December.  When we return from Assisi there will be a presentation on 
Praying the Psalms and a day with Brother Emili, speaking to us about Marists Today.  
The Renewal Program will end with a three day retreat.  
 

In conclusion, dear Brothers, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the Province 
for giving me this grace-filled opportunity, and to ask you to pray for us in this Program 
and for all of us in our beloved South Asia Province.  
 

Bro. Shanthi Liyanage 
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DIPLOMA IN SAFEGUARDING OF MINORS 
 
Brother Shanthi has been invited by the General Administration to follow a Diploma in 
Safeguarding of Minors at the Gregorian Pontifical University in the Vatican. It will run 
from February to June 2017.  There will be six seminars under the following topics.  
 

1. Sexual abuse: What do you need to know? •Minors: development, safety, rights 
 

2. Does a child have rights? •Safeguarding and prevention 
 

3. Safe and sacred spaces •Theology and spirituality 
 

4. The abuse of faith •Truth and justice 
 

5. The truth will set us free •Various forms of care 
 

6. Growing after sexual abuse  
 

The six seminars, listed above, will be offered in succession over a twelve week period. 
Each seminar will run for two weeks. After completing the program successfully a 
Diploma in the Safeguarding of Minors“ will be awarded by the Institute of Psychology 
of the Pontifical Gregorian University. 
 
 
BIRTHDAYS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER   
 

Happy Birthday 

 
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTED FOR 
 

 O/L students of Sri Lanka sitting 
for the G.C.E. (O/L) Examination. 

 
 Brother Victor Fernando 

 
 Our Senior Brothers.   

 
 
 
Blessings and Best wishes, 
 

 
Brother Mervyn Perera, 
Provincial  

November  
 
12th Saul Placious (placiousfms@gmail.com) 
 
 

December 
 
04th Lal Fonseka (94) 776574704 

07th Ephrem Obris (94) 776358860 
16th Jesudoss (jesudossfms@gmail.com)  
19th Susai Manickam (91) 9488992665 
21st Farancis (92) 3041563547   
29th Suresh Durai (91) 9789135285 
31st Anthony Qummar (92) 3062649678 

mailto:placiousfms@gmail.com
mailto:jesudossfms@gmail.com

