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Dear members of the Australian Marist Community,
Greetings to each of you across Australia.
I have left this communication until now when people
are settled into their ministries for the year. It is our
intention to produce a newsletter for the AMC roughly
once a month. This will contain some news from the
Provincial and Mission Councils, news about Brothers
and Lay Marists as well as items from Joe McCarthy
and the Pastoral Team.
The audience for this newsletter is as broad as our
name, the Australian Marist Community. It includes
the Brothers, people who have been part of the
National Network mailing list developed by Joe
McCarthy and Carole Wark, people working in the
Province administration, Young Marists, ministry
leaders and all in Marist ministries who identify
themselves as Marist.
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f

rom the Provincial
Since the beginning of this year,
the Brothers have been receiving
a communication called, Brothers’
Daily News. It is intended for the
Brothers only. Items such as eulogies
and Jubilee speeches will be sent out
as attachments. The AMC Pastoral
Team will prepare communications
that have a vocational and spiritual
formation edge to it for those who
are looking for something deeper.
News of Marist ministries is
communicated to the AMC
through the Marist Schools
Australia Newsletter that comes
out fortnightly, through “Solidarity
Matters” that comes from the
Marist Solidarity office, and
associated websites. We will not be
duplicating these communications.
The Lavalla magazine that appears
three times a year is presented
in a popular magazine format
NEW LANDS Vol 1

and aims at having something of
interest for a wide readership. In
any issue, therefore, there will be a
mix of news, comment, inspiration,
photographs of Marist people
(preferably staff), developments in
and among member schools, and
news from the wider Marist world.
We are also working on a new
Province website. This will have
some “permanent” items, some
pages renewed regularly from
Marist ministries and activities, and
links to other Province websites –
such as Marist Schools Australia,
Marist Solidarity, Vocations, Marist
Youth Care.
All these efforts at communicating
and keeping in touch are aimed at
building up relationships between
us, developing a sense of belonging
and “growing committed Marists” –
this expression has been adopted as
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the over-arching Province slogan for
the next few years.
Speaking for both Provincial and
Mission Councils, I can say that we
are honoured to be leading the AMC
at this special moment in the history
of Marists in Australia. We want to
thank each of you for your ongoing
service to our common mission,
for your commitment to your own
journey as a Marist and to helping
new relationships to develop locally
and across the country. It is the work
of the Spirit of God but entrusted to
us mere mortals.
Have a great year!

P

rovincial Chapter outcomes
The Chapter set four key directions.
The two that are immediately
relevant for the AMC are:
1. To affirm the Priorities for
Mission that emerged from the
Mission Assembly.
• Australian Marist Community
living out vocational lives.
• Co-responsibility.
• Formation.
• Ministry.
• Solidarity.
• Young Marists: Our Future.
2. To promote the growth of the
Australian Marist Community and
to work towards the establishment
of a Public Association of Christ’s
Faithful.
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The future of Marist mission and life
in Australia will depend on Marists,
Brothers and Lay, collaborating and
sharing responsibility together. Over
the past twelve months, a Task Force
has investigated the most suitable
canonical structure to sustain our
Marist charism into the future and
to provide a community where our
Marist vocations can be nurtured.
The Chapter received the Task
Force’s Report and was excited by
the possibilities and new horizons
presented.
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The Province Professional
Standards Office will be based
at Drummoyne not Mascot.
The office will move from
Blacktown to Drummoyne in
the coming weeks.
Joelle Coulon has been
re-appointed
as
the
Provincial’s PA for two
years. She will work from
Drummoyne and be the
PA for Norm Maroney as
well. Debbie Turton had to
withdraw from the position
because of a change in family
circumstances.
Joelle can be contacted on
02 8752 8203 or
joelle.coulon@marists.org.au

P

rovincial Council News
The Chapter elected the Provincial Council: Darren
Burge, Tony Caddy, Peter Carroll, Michael Green, Paul
Kane, Graham Neist.
XX Jeff later appointed Peter Carroll as Deputy Provincial
and Paul Kane as Assistant to the Provincial. They
will have regular contact with Jeff on pastoral and
administrative matters.
XX Peter will be responsible for Brothers ongoing
formation, Health and Aged Care, Community
leaders, Vehicles. Paul is the delegated Visitor for
Timor Leste and Cambodia, and has oversight of
Initial Formation for Brothers. Both are memebers
of the Australian Marist Community Pastoral Team,
moving around the Province.
XX At its planning meeting in January, the Council
determined the Province groups to be established.
(Attached)
XX Council considered the report of the Canonical
Task Force on a new Association and accepted its
recommendations. This task force will continue in
2013.
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XX Council will meet once a month. Some months it
will add a half-day to allow for longer reflection on
matters related to the life of the Brothers.

At its meeting in February, the Council:
XX Made the following appointments
Br Virgilius Carroll from the Randwick Community
to the Community at St Gregory’s College
Br Peter Connolly as Province Property Manager
for this year, reporting to the Business Manager.
XX Decided to purchase a residence adjacent to the
College property at Red Bend to be the future
residence of the Brothers in Forbes.
XX Adopted the Province Child Protection policy on
an interim basis, leaving the final redaction to
the Ministries Professional Standards committee.
Further, it was decided that there will be seminar
days arranged regionally for Brothers and for those
in Province youth ministries on child protection.
XX Received reports on the three Province centres
in this phase of settling in. The Brisbane centre
should be occupied in late April; revised plans for
the Melbourne centre at Brunswick are under study
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as well as discussion with the
parish about a more secure long
term lease before investment
on our part; the Sydney centre
is fully operational, apart from
some furnishings.
XX Considered
the
proposed
Statutes for Districts that will

form the Oceania Region with the
Province of Australia and a MOU
for how the respective leaders
will work inter-dependently.
XX Had a first look at the list of
Brothers, leading communities
and schools, who are due to
finish at the end of this year.

residence adjacent to the
College property at Red Bend
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XX Received an outline of how Greg
McDonald and Rod Thompson
envision their work in Vocations
ministry this year.
XX Received a report from the
Provincial after his visits to
Ashgrove, North Fitzroy, Coburg,
Fitzroy and Sale.

M

XXMISSION COUNCIL

ission Council News

At its first meeting in February, the Council:
XX Reflected on its charter
XX Agreed that there are structures already in place to
take up the recommendations of the 2012 Mission
Assembly
XX Appointed various ministry groups (attached)
XX Received briefings on the Australian Marist
Community Pastoral Team, the Mission and Life
Formation Team, Marist Schools Australia, Marist
Youth Ministry, Marist Solidarity, Marist Youth Care.
XX Were briefed on progress on capital funding for the
new Marist school to be built at Bendigo
XX Named Mario Frazzetto as the leader of the group
of young people to travel to Rio for the international
Marist gathering and World Youth Day.
XX Decided to establish a Sydney-based advocacy
committee as a reference group for Catherine
Hannon in her work as advocacy officer.
XX Named Frank Malloy as the Province liaison person
for the International Marist Mission Assembly 2014.
XX Decided that meetings will alternate between
Melbourne and Sydney.
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gated certain
The Provincial Council, formally dele
appointed the
and
ncil
Cou
sion
authorities to the Mis
following people to it:
Brother Jeffrey Crowe
(Provincial, Chair);
John Finneran
t,
(Leader of Innovation and Developmen
od);
ewo
Pag
ege
Coll
Marist
		
Brother David Hall
dwick);
(Headmaster, Marcellin College Ran
Joe McCarthy
(Director of Lay Marists);
Brother Greg McDonald
(Director of Vocations);
Erica Pegorer
(Principal, Lavalla Catholic College);
Cate Sydes
(CEO, Marist Youth Care);
Brother Michael Green
& 		
(Executive Director Marist Ministries
ncil);
Cou
sion
Mis
cer,
Offi
e
Executiv
		
retary)
In attendance: Sophie Fenaughty (Sec

PROVINCE MISSION COUNCIL

from the left

Br Michael Green, Sophie Fenaughty, Br David Hall, Cate Sydes, Br Jeff Crowe,
Br Greg Mcdonald, Joe McCarthy, John Finneran, Erica Pegorer

Br Justin Golding makes Perpetual Profession
This Saturday Justin will make perpetual profession at
St Gregory’s College, Campbelltown. Justin’s parents, Ken
and Jenny Golding will be affiliated to the Province of
Australia. Our prayers and good wishes go out to Justin,
his family and his fellow Marists and Marist Students at
Trinity College Lismore
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The Province Mission Assembly – SEVEN MONTHS ON
A representative group of Australian Marists gathered at Mittagong in mid-August last year for the first “Mission
Assembly” of the yet-to-be-established Province of Australia. It was a heartening and inspiring event. Just over a half
a year later, the new Province is well and truly established and each of the strategic priorities named by the Assembly
for the next three years is being actively advanced. This is an update for the Australian Marist Community on how that
is happening.
The participants in the Mission Assembly were enormously encouraged by the current vitality of Marist life and mission
across Australia and fired with confidence for the future possibilities for its growth. At the same time, they were keenly
aware of the challenges and obstacles which we face. The Assembly identified six major priorities for 2013-2015.
The six priorities for 2013-15
as described in the Mission Assembly statement

1

The ways these priorities
are being advanced in 2013

Australian Marist Community living out vocational lives
1.
The Assembly passionately believes that there must be a
commitment to the development of Marist vocational life and
community and believes that its members should continue to
invite others to join it. The Assembly believes there should be: 2.
• Exploration of diverse and creative models of community
for brothers and lay;
• Exploration of the meaning and implications of
commitment for Lay Marists;
3.
• An emphasis on a renewed and expanded understanding
of vocation; and
• Promotion, support and encouragement of the invitation
to the Brothers’ vocation.
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A five-member “Australian Marist Community Pastoral
Team” has been established with a brief to accompany
Lay Marists in their vocational journeys, strategically and
personally, and to support local communities of Marists
The task-force which is looking at new canonical ways for
Lay Marists to belong is developing concrete proposals this
year in liaison with the General Administration. This will
be put to General Conference of Provincials in September.
The Mission Council is considering new ways for Marist
Brothers and Lay Marists to form a sense of community
in several places where the Brothers’ presence is facing
significant diminishment in the next three years.

The six priorities for 2013-15
as described in the Mission Assembly statement

2

The ways these priorities
are being advanced in 2013

Co-responsibility
The Assembly acknowledges that authentic co-responsibility is 1.
an essential element of our future. In living co-responsibly we
will build new relationships and structures that reflect equitable
participation, voice, and responsibility. This will demand 2.
genuine dialogue among all the members and ministries of the
Marist community. This will be lived locally and nationally.
3.

3

Formation
The Assembly is certain that formation equips us for participation
in the heart of God’s mission, opening us to a deeper sense
of God’s will and activity in our on‐going ministries. Wherever
possible, and appropriate, formation will be offered jointly to
Brothers and Lay Marists. Particular attention should be paid
to:
• Succession planning and leadership development; and
• Education of those responsible for formation.
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1.
2.
3.
4.

The Mission Council charter, endorsed by the Assembly
and later by the Provincial Chapter, has been approved by
the new Provincial Council.
Formal delegations have been made to the Mission Council
which is made up of four Lay Marists, two Marist Brothers,
in addition to the Provincial (Chair) and Executive Director
of Marist Ministries (Executive Officer). The MC has begun
its work.
A range of boards, councils and committees has been
established and/or re-appointed with some new members:
the 3 MSA Regional Councils; the Board of MYC; the Board
of Australian Marist Solidarity; the Board of Management
for the Hermitage; the Marist Youth Ministry Council. All
of these consist mainly of Lay Marists.
The Mission and Life Formation Team has two new
members, replacing Brs Michael Callinan and Michael
Flanagan.
All the courses and programmes offered and supported
by the MLF team are open to Brothers and Lay Marists
together.
This range of courses continues to be augmented.
The succession planning seminars (called Marist Leaders:
Next Gen) continues.
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The six priorities for 2013-15
as described in the Mission Assembly statement

4

5

The ways these priorities
are being advanced in 2013

Ministry
The Assembly accepts the challenge of the General Chapter 1.
for Marists to be “experts in the evangelisation of youth”.
In animating our ministry to young people in a variety of 2.
circumstances, we will adopt an audacious approach to what 3.
we currently do and challenges that may confront us.
The areas of education, youth care, young adult ministry and
advocacy for marginalised young people remain core to our
mission.
Solidarity
The Assembly stresses the importance of the continued
development of our efforts in solidarity across all areas of
our ministries, most particularly in those places where others
are unable or unwilling to go. In our schools and young adult
ministries we educate and encourage young people in their
responsibility to create a more just world. We commit to:
• Forging new ways of building God’s kingdom within our
global Marist family and world;
• Meeting our responsibility to advocate for the poor and
marginalised in Australia and our world; and
• Living in solidarity with young people, especially the
marginalised, respecting their dignity and developing their
capacity to transform their own lives and communities.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The role of “Executive Director of Ministries” has been
established.
Two new schools are on the drawing boards.
Marist Youth Care is expanding on a national basis,
including programmes such as with those with refugees
and disengaged youth

A strategic response to the Superior General’s letter To The
Ends of the Earth is being implemented, with a significant
growth in volunteering for Ad Gentes envisaged
The Province has confirmed the role of a coordinator of
Volunteering and Advocacy
Two solidarity workshop/seminars are scheduled for
schools: one on immersions, and one on the Marist way
of solidarity
Fostering of domestic volunteering and immersions.
New integrated ‘brand’ for Marist Solidarity
Increased profile and participation for the annual fundraising campaign in schools
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The six priorities for 2013-15
as described in the Mission Assembly statement

6

The ways these priorities
are being advanced in 2013

Young Marists: Our Future
The Assembly commits to the importance of animating, 1.
encouraging and supporting Young Marists, both Brothers and
Lay, who are our future. Special attention must be given to 2.
their development and formation.
3.
4.
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New structure for Marist Youth Ministry, including three
Regional Coordinators of MYM
New MYM Council for strategic planning and policy
Expansion of REMAR by three more Marist schools
New young adult (REMAR) community in Brisbane.
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L

ay Marist News
The newly formed Team in the
Province of Australia is what
has been named the Australian
Marist Community Pastoral Team.
Its work has three key levels:
To work with individual Lay Marists
– come to know them and support
them, encourage and foster their
faith journey as a Marist and learn
from them about Marist life in local
areas
To work with local core groups of
Marists – help initiate, shape and
provide direction to core groups
within each ministry, communicate
Province developments and news
with these groups, learn about
Marist life in local areas from these
groups
Connect Marists in the AMC to
the Province perspective – provide
networks and communication across
and within the AMC which fosters
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coresponsibility and community,
promote Province ministries, and
foster this new sense of Church
between all Marists
The Canonical Taskforce is now
looking closely at what is required to
write a petition to Rome requesting
to establish what is formally known
as an Association of Christ’s Faithful
(desperately in need of a name!
Ideas?). This is a most daring and
exciting way of imagining Marists in
the future. The ‘Association’ would
bring Marist Brothers and Lay Marists
together as a body of people to
take carriage of the responsibilities
for Marist ministries, to nurture
Marist vocation and bring life and
sustainability to the Marist Charism.
Once there is enough shape on the
Petition for people to engage with,
the Taskforce will seek and welcome
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feedback from Marists right across
Australia.
In future editions of this newsletter,
I would welcome a ‘local Marist
story’. This could be anything from
a personal account or musing on
Marist life, a story about a local
Marist gathering that has recently
taken place or maybe an idea that
you would like to share and interact
with other Marists about. Please
feel free to send any information
to Joe McCarthy at: joe.mccarthy@
marists.org.au
Finally, along with
others in the AMC
Pastoral Team, I
look forward to
meeting with many
of you as the year
unfolds. There is
nothing surer than

the fact that we are building on
years of efforts and energy that has
gone towards getting Marist life in
Australia to where it is now. In this
moment, at this time, we are being
invited to something new. May your
journey as a Marist be inspired,
renewed and challenged as the new
Province takes shape and we are led
towards new ways of being Church. I
am continually inspired and changed
by the generosity, spirit and
openness of the people I meet in my
work with Lay Marists!

PRAYER.
God of encouragement, God of invitation,
you are always reaching out
and reaching into our lives
with your word and sacrament.
Jesus, who is your living word,
speaks your own words:
“Do not fear; only have faith.”
Give us ears to hear
and hearts to embrace.
Give us the capacity
to move beyond our fears
to where your freedom reigns.
God, give us the faith we need,
in order to move the mountains
that block the landscape
and obscure the view of your reign.

Chris Randell, Principal of Catholic
College Sale, discusses matters with
Joe McCarthy as part of the AMC
Pastoral Team’s Term 1 visit.
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Anthony J. Gittins “Come Follow Me”
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O

ther News

XX A function will be held on
April 5 at Bulleen to honour
Rex Cambrey after his years of
service as Melbourne Province
Business Manager. Rex finishes
his employment with us at the
end of March.
XX Br Barry Lamb has moved from
Cairns to West Heidelberg
to join Br Harry Prout in the
Exodus Project. This project
takes initiatives and undertakes
advocacy for the families of this
low socio-economic area of
Melbourne.
XX Br Brian Etherington and Daniel
Royals returned in February
after spending extended time
in Vietnam working with Br
Geoff Kelly. Geoff has set
up a centre on the outskirts
of Hanoi providing Englishlanguage instruction for groups
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of children and young people.
Two new volunteers have now
gone to be with Geoff: Jessica
Alampi from Victoria and
Sergio Rebelo from Sydney.
XX Br Marty Connell has gone to
Bangkok where he will assist in
the Ad Gentes community for
a few months. This is to enable
Br Luis Sobrado to conduct a
formation programme for new
volunteers.
XX Feast of St Marcellin
We requested the Bishops of
Australia a few years ago to
include the feast of St Marcellin
in the Liturgical Calendar
of Australia.
The Bishops
welcomed this but it has taken
some time to get Vatican
approval. This has now come.
Brian Sweeney provided the
translation.
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CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP
AND THE DISCIPLINE OF THE
SACRAMENTS
Prot. N. 1420/08/L AUSTRALIA
In response to the request of His Excellency,
Most Reverend Denis James Hart,
Archbishop of Melbourne and President of
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference,
made in his letter of 9 January 2013, in virtue
of the faculties granted to this Congregation
by the Supreme Pontiff BENEDICT XVI, We
most willingly grant that the celebration
of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, Priest,
be inserted into the Proper Calendar of
Australia to be observed each year on 6
June as an optional memorial.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.
From the Office of the Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments, 16 January 2013
Cardinal Antonio Cañizares Llovera
Prefect
+ Archbishop Arthur Roche
Secretary

XX This year Marists in
Western Australia
are celebrating their
centenary. On 22 Feb
1913 Marist Brothers
and 63 students began
the school at New
Norcia. A number of
events are planned for
the centenary. The
main celebration is on
the weekend of May
25.
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PROVINCE GROUPS
AMC Canonical Task Force

Joe McCarthy (Chair); Jeff Crowe fms;
Paul Herrick; Carole Wark; Mark Woolford.

Brothers Vocation Reference Group

Paul Kane fms (Chair); Patrick Connell fms;
Paul Daley; Nehme Khattar; Lawrence Lawira;
Greg McDonald fms; Rod Thomson fms.

Cambodia Committee

David Buckley (Chair); Peter Corr fms;
Alex Hendry; Paul Kane fms; Bernard Kenna;
Allen Sherry fms; Kevin Stewart sm.

Direction Four Task ForceCore Group
Paul Kane fms (Chair); Michael Akers fms;
Darren Burge fms; Justin Golding fms;
Greg McDonald fms; Graham Neist fms.

Finance Commission

Peter Corr fms (Chair); Peter Appleton;
John Kelly; Noel Kennedy;
John Maguire fms; Allen Sherry fms;
John Toohey. Bernard Kenna (EO)

Mission Council

Jeffrey Crowe fms (Chair); John Finneran;
Michael Green fms; David Hall fms;
Joe McCarthy; Greg McDonald fms; Erica Pegorer;
Cate Sydes; Sophie Fenaughty (Sec)

Patrimony Committee

Neville Solomon fms (Chair); Paul Creevey fms; Brian
Etherington fms; Justin Guthrie fms;
Brian Sweeney fms; Chris Wade fms.

Sector Taskforce

Graham Neist fms (Chair); Tony Caddy fms;
Jeffrey Crowe fms; Justin Golding fms;
Paul Hough fms; Tony Leon fms.

Timore Leste Committee

Paul Kane fms (Chair); Lawrie McCane fms;
Gabrielle McMullin; Allen Sherry fms;
Wayne Stanhope O.Carm; Peter White

Investment Committee

Jim Dominguez; Bernard Kenna (Convenor);
Adrian Lombardo; Tony McGrath;
John Maguire fms; Frank Pegan; John Toohey.

Marist Youth Care Board

Maureen Cleary (Chair); Susan Alexander;
Darren Burge fms; Anne Cummins;
Christopher Maley; Anthony Robinson fms;
John Tisdale; Roger Vallance fms.

Paul Herrick (Chair); Alison Jeffries;
Bernard McMahon; Tony Paterson fms;
Ross Tarlinton; Kath Tierney rsm;
Norm Maroney (Exec Officer)

Marist Youth Ministry Council

Health and Aged Care Committee (HACC)
Peter Carroll fms (Chair); Jeff Barrington fms;
Bruce Houghton; Leo Kavanagh fms;
Lawrie McCane fms; Corinne McPhee.

Ministries Professional Standards
Committee

MSA Regional Council(Brisbane)

Helen Sinclair (Chair); Peter Chapman;
Melissa Clohesy; Paul Creevey fms; Carmel Dunne;
Peta Goldberg rsm; Chris Noonan;
John Thompson fms; Neville Solomon fms (MSA Dtr)

MSA Regional Council (Melbourne)

Peter White (Chair); Lorrae Collins;
Marie Dorrington; Peter Houlahan;
Berenice Kerr rsm; John McKenna;
Anthony O’Meara; Paul Herrick (MSA Dtr).

MSA Regional Council (Sydney)

David Hall fms (Chair); Robert Barber sm;
Michael Blowes; Lorrae Collins; Elizabeth Dodds rsc; Kitty
Guerin; Judith Lawson op;
Frank Malloy (MSA Dtr).

Darren Burge fms (Chair);
Patrick Connell fms; Declan Donohue;
Mario Frazzetto; Nehme Khattar;
Greg McDonald fms; Christian Nobleza;
Nicki Pitt; Courtney Redden.

MSA Editorial Board

Tony Paterson fms (Chair);
Michael Green fms; Paul Herrick;
Lee McKenzie; Brendan Rodway;
Roger Vallance fms.

Marist Tertiary Studies Committee

John McMahon fms (Chair);
Trish Carroll; Tony Clarke;
Peta Goldberg rsm; Peter McNamara; Helga
Neidhart rsc; Tony Paterson fms; Gail Spry;
Anthony D’Arbon (EO)

