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Celibacy: Prophetic Witness
A lot has been heard about sex abuse and many people have written about human sexuality, especially in the Church circle, for the purpose of calling the attention of the faithful to the contrary witness any news of sexual abuse presents. Christians indulge in sexual immorality with different reasons. For a person who has conscience, the most convincing reason the person may have is lack of self-control, problem with affectivity, low resistance to temptation, emotional problem, or inferiority complex. The person is not free to make choice that justifies his or her values as a Christian. Some people have the courage to indulge in illicit sexual act because they think that they only know about sexual life. If such people one day come to know that other people know what can make a man and a woman to indulge in a relationship that leads to shame, they will think twice when they sense temptation that has to do with sexual expression. They will think twice because they will not adulterate love by acting in secret. Celibacy we know is a vow of freedom which liberates a Christian to love male and female equally and unconditionally.
I want to start a series of writings concerning human sexuality. I want the first audience to be my Marist family. The reason for my writing is so that the members of my Marist family can read the articles with interest; as they read the articles, they will become consciously aware that they are sexual beings who have the obligation to make right use of their sexuality. Many Brothers have lost their vocation through their illicit relationship with women. And they are Brothers with the vow of chastity, celibates for the kingdom. If they had known that any other Brother knows about male-female relationship, they would not allow themselves to monopolise, so to say, their secret interaction with women that led to their fall – their fall if they from the beginning had vocation to religious celibacy!
I will start the writing with only introduction in this first presentation so as to make it short. In the next writing, I will give define certain terms.
Introduction
The word sexuality is three words in one, namely sex, sexual and sexuality. The word sexuality immediately conveys an idea of relationship between a man and a woman in a sense of sexual intercourse. If mentality, spirituality and sexuality are to be labeled on the body parts, it may not be surprising that many people may locate sexuality at the genital region, mentality at the head region and spirituality at the heart region. Of course when students are given mental arithmetic, they tap their heads in an attempt to reason out the answer. In the same way when a person is so much taken up by relationship with God and neighbor, he focuses on the heart, the chest region. It may sound awful to point at the head while referring to sexuality, of course the genital area will be pointed at or if the person would want to be unspecific, may say the body, meaning the flesh. Few people may reason that mentality, spirituality, and sexuality encompass the whole person. And it is true. Human being is a unity. What is then sexuality? In the next presentation I will start the definition from the terms sex and sexual.

Review question: how did you feel seeing this essay?
