Celibacy: Prophetic Witness

Sexuality and fashion
To be sexual implies having qualities for relationship. Relationship, at times, involves admiration. To be admired is a sign of recognition. Recognition imbues people with pride and feeling of being loved. Love is the highest virtue in social and theological life. Love is an objective value but it is easily contaminated by emotion and at times is classified as emotion. An instance of this classification is when love is described as blind. More often than not, blind love is selfish. If sexuality is confused with blind love, unique attachment to an individual and intense possessiveness in relationship may be taken as being sexual. When love is subjectified, being sexual is confused with being sexy. While being sexual regards the whole person, being sexy regards only particular parts of the body. When a human being relates to another as a part-being, he/she feels incomplete. To compensate for the void, he/she turns to fashion. 
Fashion is not always the reality. Fashion comes and goes and to maintain its attractiveness, it will always be renewed. Fashion may be in the form of having companions or clothing or gadgets. Fashions are baits to attract attention – attention for relationship, relationship that is supposed to be complementary. With time, attention deviates from the target to the bait, thus sexuality becomes ambiguous. But relationship based on fashion does not lead to complementarity; at best it ends in segmentation – ‘part-being’ joined to ‘part-being.’ Complementarity happens when a ‘whole-being’ is joined to a ‘whole being.’ Complimentarity brings fulfillment while segmentation brings dissatisfaction. Dissatisfaction sets anxiety in motion; anxiety weakens reasoning and generates emotion. Emotion, being self-bond, breaches mutual respect and perpetuates romantic pursuit that will end in genital expression – irresponsible sexuality. 
Fashion-sexuality is termed socio-sexual activity. Socio-sexual pursuit does not lead to self-transcendence since it is devoid of love and indicates fragility of personality. Strong personalities who would want genital expression in their sexual relationship become genuinely married. Marriage allows for mutual respect, engages the couple in mutual responsible love and leads to generating new life. It is also self-transcendent being a sacrament of the love of the Holy Trinity. A Brother should know all this; if not by studies by inspiration. A Brother should be open to the Spirit, Spirit of wisdom. Wisdom does not confound a fact; wisdom knows that fornication is bad; wisdom respects human dignity. Wisdom guides a soul directed to heaven the right way to healthy sexuality. Wisdom does not bind a person imbued with theocentric self-transcendence to transient pleasure.  Below are some reasons why people engage in sexual intercourse. Check if any fits a Brother.
Reasons why people engage in socio-sexual relationship
1. The need to be esteemed, e.g. to gain status in the society; need for recognition or exhibitionism due to basic need for abasement - self-effacing, which is inferiority feeling.

2. The need to be wanted styled as need for nurturance, which in this case obscures need for succorance
 camouflaged as being in love; that is, as if helping others but gaining from the help). 
3. Sexual relationship is seen as proof of being attractive, desired, valued and possibly loved. How can you love a person you want to lead to hell according to our Christian understanding of sexual immorality? It is not love, it is a sign of dependence on the opinion of others; deriving sense of self-worth only from feedback from others’ positive comments about external sexual appearance – reminiscent of abasement and succorance; at times accompanied by passivity and laziness as a style of life in daily living, which again is an indication of weak personality structure.

4. Sexual relationship can be camouflaged domination need, at times due to need for aggression in the form of venting anger or submitting to pain and disgrace as the only means to handle life conflicts; it is an aspect of sadism and masochism, chauvinism or being macho. Again it is the attitude of people who don’t have confidence in themselves.
All this reason may justify sexual misbehavior of a carnal man and woman if the judgment is based on earthly reasoning. A Brother is a normal human being who purposely chooses to swim contrary to the ocean current of natural man’s wisdom. It is a fact that a fish can never deny drinking water since it lives in ocean. But if life is water and a Brother is fish, based on the wisdom of the Spirit a living Brother is supposed to deny drinking water hundred percent. A Brother’s life, though is natural, is a sacrament of heavenly reality by which means grace is poured in the heart of God’s children. The strength to do or be this is not his and when he does it he should not boast because he is a living dead in Christ. Look at the four reasons given above and tell me which the vows Brothers take cannot neutralize. 

This mystery that surrounds the life of a Brother makes him a prophet – prophet understood as the voice of God, the revealer of the will of God, and a messenger of God, His representative. Love has lost its true meaning in our contemporary world. A Brother is the right person to conscientize people of the virtue of love. This has to be taken seriously. Love is of God, God is love therefore love cannot be tarnished; love cannot consummate accidentally. If what is supposed to be our strength becomes a symbol of our weakness, what again does being a Brother mean?
I’ll like to quote Br. Rene Stockman
 here, “By not getting married, a religious brother preserves a certain amount of openness to everyone. This availability can incline the brother to making a very unique interpretation of the relations between humans. His involvement stands midway between aloofness, based on the fear to give oneself more intimately, and the desire to possess someone. Those are the two attitudes to which sexuality can drive us. Fear is not a good master, although we know that many of us have been raised in an environment or an atmosphere where sexuality remained a taboo. But, indeed, sexuality can drive one to destruction, certainly when it involves egoism or the urge to satisfy one’s lust. In spite of our choice to live a life of consecrated celibacy, we are called upon not to ignore our sexuality, nor to repress it but to keep it under control…The canal of our sexuality as celibate men finds its bed in asceticism and friendship. Asceticism requires that we give a place to our sexuality and that we do so consciously, in our spiritual life…” 
The next article will focus on sexuality and celibacy. It will lead to the conclusion of this series of articles on the prophetic implication of being a religious and a celibate. The role of a Brother will be strongly emphasized. There may be need to conclude the conclusion, meaning an extra article. Be patient and read on!
� Succorance is a word derived from succor and it means a wish for help but selfishly expected.


� (Cf. Brother Stockman Rene, (of the Congregation of Brothers of Charity) May I call You Brother. Religious Brothers in the 21st Century, Vaigarai Pub. House, India, 2007; pp 105-106).








