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Celibacy: Prophetic Witness (9)
Atypical sexual experiences

Through association, certain objects and behaviors that do not have sexual connotation may acquire sexual significance. For instance, if underwear, like pants and stockings or shoes is associated with gender and sex, children may develop sexual orientation called fetishism or sexual behavior known as transvestism. Fetishism is sexual attraction toward clothing of the opposite sex. This can also happen to an adult who is basically sexually immature if he/she exposes him/herself to situations that promote such deviant sexual orientation. 

Some people acquire another type of sexual orientation termed transvestism. Transvestism means that a person derives sexual pleasure from putting on or coming in contact with clothes of the opposite sex. Clothes acquire such sexual influence when sexual stimulation takes place for a long time in relation to the clothes in question. If a child is constantly beaten or severely punished because of self-masturbation or sex play, the child may grow to form association between punishment, pain and sexual pleasure. This condition is termed sadism if the person experiences sexual arousal only by inflicting pain on others. Masochism is the other side of the coin, which is deriving sexual pleasure only when subjected to pain or ill-treatment. If a child is threatened often about impregnation and warned strictly to avoid it, he or she may grow up to avoid sexual relationship with adults, rather enjoy having sex with minors, either in reality or fantasy with a boy or a girl. This sexual behavior is termed pedophilia. Or he or she may develop zoophilia, or bestiality, whereby an animal is used as the repeated and preferred means of achieving sexual excitement. Orientation to animals may be a displaced urge when societal threat prevents the person from expressing sexual response to the appropriate opposite sex. 

If a child got reward from adults who watched him or her expose his or her genitals, he or she may grow up to appreciate strip tease; that is, deriving joy from stripping naked before interested audience or merely exposing his or her genitals for the sake of sexual pleasure. This sexual deviation is termed exhibitionism. The apparent opposite of it is voyeurism where observing the sexual activity of others is the repeated preferred means of sexual arousal. This inclination may arise as a result of over secrecy and taboo status ascribed to sexual life. If a child is so much exposed for so long to such experience, especially in cases where the whole family share only one room, the child will desire to experiment what he or she observed but society will not allow him or her. Thus he/she will learn to satisfy him/herself only by watching or peeping.

If a child experienced sexual stimulation from the same sex parent or siblings, he or she may develop homosexual interest. Homosexual interest can also result from negative identification with the parent of the same sex who may be abusive or absent or devoid of roles appropriate to his or her gender. If a child suffers certain degree of abuse, not necessarily sexual, from both of his/her parents, he or she may have bisexual orientation, which is a form of gender confusion due to failed or negative identification with any of the abusive parents. 

If a child is removed from a situation where he or she is being abused by an adult, he or she may develop gender confusion as well (unsure whether he is a male or a female). Mutual masturbation not controlled in childhood may lead to homosexual or bisexual orientation. Childhood traumatic experience related to sex may lead to impotence, homosexuality or bisexuality. It may also hinder normal heterosexual orientation. 

All the if’s mentioned here are true depending on how deeply the child was affected by the experience. If the experience was deep and the if is true of the child, then he/she may have problems related to being sexual. Many children were too small to remember abuses in their lives. The experience registered in their body cells instead of in their mind. In due time, it will be experienced as a felt tendency, and brain will possibly interpret it as sexual because of the tingle the felt experience arouses in the body. The tingle may be anxiety which sends rush feeling to the genitals.
 This is possible because body and mind are related. Often the body remembers more than the mind because human beings started experiencing life and the world with the body before brain maturation. This may be why abusing children in any form is a severe criminal case.
Widely accepted sexual orientation in most of the cultures of the world is heterosexual: attraction between opposite sexes. This orientation has the value of complimentarity and species preservation. Its pursuit has the quality of true love: mutual self-giving, mutual respect and mutual responsibility. Some societies are too strict on rules guiding casual sexual relationship. Some other societies are too loose. Both of the extremes may produce the same result of encouraging people to follow cheap means to sexual satisfaction. Some of the mentioned sexual deviations have to do with objects and others with action. In whichever form the deviation may manifest, it is not hereditary. There is no consensus on the cause of the deviation but conditioning seems the most possibility. Some chromosome combinations can render a person sexual intercourse bait. Such people look pitiable and may attract the charitable attention of a holy Brother. If the Brother is not prayerful, he may end up eating the bone hung from his neck.

There is another form of sexual disorder called transsexualism: this is a form of sexual disorder where the external features of the person affected are of one gender and his/her inner feeling about him/herself is of another gender. So, you can see a man in appearance but a woman in mentality. It has been said that sex gland determines physical structure of a person. So if a person is physically a man, biologically he has primary male sex gland. However, biological accidents may occur during cell mutations after fertilization in the womb. A person can live with that accident if he or she accepts to take it as natural to him or her. Nevertheless, the society may frown at such a person because it is an unusual occurrence. Thus the person is sensitized to focus on his or her abnormality. The difference between what is seen and what is felt is psychological and therefore has to do with conditioning. A boy treated and dressed from infancy like a girl will appear like a man when he grows up but may feel himself a woman. A situation like this causes depression and may lead to suicide due to adaptation difficulty in adult society. Sometimes people with these sexual problems may feel called to celibate state of life. But being the product of their culture, they may come with disintegrated body, heart, and mind thus run the risk of not benefiting from formation in the formation houses (novitiate or seminary) due to self-preoccupation. Even if they don’t come to formation houses, they may roam the street portraying lifestyle that leads people into sex-related temptation. A Brother should not allow himself to be seduced by such people. As a Brother he has to help such people to have hope. Why?
A Brother might have not had the negative experiences but people he comes into contact with might have the problems. Such people with the problem are the poor a Brother is called to extend the kingdom of heaven to. A Brother should not fail in this noble assignment and prophetic duty.

The next article will treat fashion and sexuality and social reasons for which immature people engage in illicit sexual intercourse. Fashion comes and goes. The next article is important because it will help us to check if sexual intercourse is the fashion of the day or it belongs to the time past. What will be a Br’s role?
� Remember that sexual response involves the whole nervous system. Some people experience semen ejaculation (if men) or untimely menstruation (if female) or mere urination when they are in a state of anxiety like in an examination hall or when caught by law enforcement agents in the very act or when surprised by armed robbers. A priest may find preparation of Easter Vigil activities anxiety provoking and experience tingles around the genitals, then interpret it as needing a woman. A Brother may find balancing his account difficult and anxiety or fear of failing may ignite his dependence need which his brain may interpret as need to visit his girlfriend. A Sister may feel sexual tingle due to frustration arising from unfulfilled needs, e.g. over weight or lack of perfume. The sexual tingle may be interpreted as needing a man. Of course when genital expression is consummated, the body relaxes, the eyes become open and conscience takes over to torture the person thereby setting off further anxiety which leads back to genital expression. Thus the vicious circle continues. If you remember the definition of sexuality, you will realize that going to a man or woman when tingled is the right move but since wrong learning had taken place in the past, wrong action takes place in the present.


� Some chromosome complications that result in sexuality problem: normally each human being has 46 chromosomes, 22 paired and single one from each parent. It appears like this: 44+XX or 44+XY. A person with 44+XX chromosomes automatically becomes a woman. If the chromosome arrangement is 44+XY, the person automatically becomes a male. The extra X and Y chromosomes are called sex-chromosomes. Only the father has Y-chromosome. It is only the Y-chromosome that is responsible for a male child. Abnormal chromosomes appear like this: (1) 44+XXX. A person with this type of chromosomes will have the appearance of a normal female but will be a super female; only some of such females will be fertile. (2) 44+XXY: such person will appear outwardly like a male but will have small penis and wont produce spermatozoa, therefore, can’t impregnate a woman. (3) 44+XXXXY and (4) 44+XXYY. People in this condition are usually mentally defective and (3)-person is hard to manage. (5) 44+X0. This is a more common condition; such person will be feminine in body form and type of sex reproductive system but will remain immature and infertile. None of these conditions allows the person to enjoy adaptive adult life. If such people fail to respect themselves, they may project a type of life contrary to true sexual behavior and may influence social life greatly. In your view, will such person be pitied or admired, if for example, in his/her misery he/she becomes a pornography star or a vocal homosexual? You can see that it is difficult to know who is well. This is why Jesus Christ should be the only model for those who want to live a good life here on earth and to go to heaven after. Such abnormal persons, if women may express interest on a Brother or a Brother, as a charitable person, may get himself entangled to helping them. Because such people are immature or abnormal, they may drain the Brother’s emotional energy and leaves him with no more option than to lie in bed with them. The Church doesn’t approve of such charity. The Brother then has to be prudent if he is to be live and not death giving.





