
` 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is in this edition?  Aotearoa New Zealand, Samoa, Fiji, American Samoa, Kiribati 

  

 

September 2016 
 

 2015 

  

 

Community Bulletin 



 
 

Community Bulletin – September 2016 | page 2 

APRIL DISTRICT CALENDAR 

 

THIS EDITION’S CONTENT 

Among other things this edition contains: 

 Glenfield Learning Centre News 

 The History of Ponsonby 

 A new beginning in Kiribati 

 Jack McCaffery honoured 

 Sinamoga House in Samoa 

 Community Meeting – Prophetic Memory of Jesus Brother 

 District Calendar for October 

 Fourviere – Marist Spirituality in Four Voices 

 A Passing Thought 

 Gospel commentaries for October 

 Champagnat Marist Pillars for Community Life 
 

 

In 2016 each edition of the Community Bulletin will have an article related to the Year 
of Mercy and Fourvière Year. 

Cover image 
The image on the cover of the Community Bulletin is a 
model of the “Black Madonna” found in the Chapel at 
Fourviere. which has always been a popular place of 
pilgrimage. There has been a shrine at Fourviere 
dedicated to Our Lady since 1170.  On 23rd July 1816 
twelve Marist aspirants, priests and seminarians, climbed 
the hill to the shrine of Our Lady of Fourviere and placed 
their promise to found the Society of Mary (Marists) under 
the corporal on the altar while Jean-Claude 
Courveille celebrated Mass. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_Mary_(Marists)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Claude_Courveille
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Claude_Courveille
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MARIST LEANING CENTRE NEWS 

Glenfield Marist Champagnat Learning Centre 

Brother Colin Divane Reports 
 

Did you know that the Glenfield 

Learning Centre is now owned by 

our Marist Brothers’ Trust Board?  

The owner whom we had leased 

the building for the past sixteen 

years, passed away and his family 

sought to sell it off. The Property 

Agents were keen to get the top 

dollar for this site but the family 

favoured our cause and a price of 

$700,000 was settled upon. 

Finding that kind of money was 

not easy but the Westpac and our 

Marist Trust Board came to the party with long-term loans.   

That all sounds quite an easy transaction but when you realise that the Centre’s 

director, Kim Fraser, had just been appointed, Ruth Spelman was hospitalised with 

serious health issues and likewise Brother Terry Costello and Brother Barry whisked 

away into the Pacific.  

Into closing the gap was Sister Sian Owen, a Josephite currently the team leader for 

the Religious Education for the Diocese, who accepted Chairperson responsibilities 

and now generously supported by Mrs Catherine McClintock, Bruce Drysdale and 

Greg Thwaite. Their professionalism and business acumen proved to be vital in 

meeting the challenging times for beginning a new year. 

Our Marist Centre has now a roll of fourteen and has added to our educational “pillars”, 

a family spirit. This is most appropriate for this group of youngsters, many of whom 

come from families that tend to be dysfunctional. 

As you may be aware, the Government provide 50% of the finances for running the 

Centre. It is up to the administration to find the rest by applying for grants and relying 

on donations. Educational focus is forever changing and we have seen of recent years 

the closure and the amalgamation of many schools and the promoting of the Charter 

Schools. A change of Government policy is a constant threat so, fingers crossed that 

our mission venture can continue to meet the need for our troubled youth. What does 

bring smiles to both staff and pupils at the Centre is when Brother John arrives with a 

homemade morning tea. We have many generous souls who make this Centre function 

so wonderfully well. Marcellin would be pleased.  
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PONSONBY HISTORY 

Wandering about amidst the history of Ponsonby 
 

Brother Colin Divane Reports 
 

 

St John Vianney House in Vermont Street.  Older Brothers may recall a two storied villa in 
Vermont Street that was known as the Mission House.  In more recent times this had been 
replaced by a Tongan Centre and the St John Vianney House for retired priests of the Diocese. 
As the number of retired clergy increased the Tongan Centre was relocated to South Auckland 
and the Vianney house was extended to be able to house as many as eighteen. These 
extensions are now under construction. 
 
In the first photo the first set of rooms are being built in front of the Vianney House. 
 
A month or so later you can see a two storied building fronting onto Vermont Street. In the 
back ground is Sacred Heart Church and presbytery and lower down the street the familiar 
Marist Brothers' school now the Diocesan Education Centre. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
While musing about the housing 
desperate situation that Auckland 
city is experiencing I counted up 
over thirty community residences 
where Brothers have been in recent 

times. Massey, Takanini, Mt Eden, Point England, Mairangi Bay, are but a few of the suburbs 
we have lived in.  
 
So when I was making a short cut through John Street, recently I took note of the old villa 
where Brother Adrian looked after his sister and brother until they both passed away.  
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A demolition truck was maneuvering into place as debris of the old house were being loaded 
aboard. When I questioned the clerk of works he told me that the frontage of the house is to 
be maintained but the rear will be replaced by a two storied addition. This property has a wide 
drive way and when we owned it gave us access to the top playing field of the College. Back 
in 1989 we would have sold this house for 84K and in today’s valuation this coming 
refurbishment will probably be approaching the 2 million mark. 
 

Catholic Conference Centre 
 

Once the Catholic School closed in 1997, 
Sacred Heart Convent and Marist Brothers', the 
Diocese thought that it could become part of the 
Seminary. A further planning altered this idea 
and the Seminary was built below the School on 
the playing field while a thorough upgrading of 
our old school resulted in a very popular 
Conference Centre. Mr Michael Boyle is the 
current administrator of the Centre and he has 
collected memorabilia of the Marist connection 
for display in the central hallway. The Centre, 
with a large car park is in constant demand being 
so accessible to the city and the fashionable 
Ponsonby Road shopping scene. 
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A NEW BEGINNING IN KIRIBATI 

  

A New Beginning in Kiribati 
 

Saturday, September 3rd at La Valla, Bikenibeu, South Tarawa, saw the launch of the 
La Valla year in our local country, leading to the Brothers’ Bicentenary.  It was also the 
official launching of the La 
Valla Spirituality and 
Formation Centre. 
The community of 
Brothers Barry, Sefo, 
Tainga and Amberoti had 
the property in pristine 
order.  Invitations were 
well responded to with 
about seventy in 
attendance.  Bishop Paul 
Mea, who originally 
invited the Brothers to his 
Diocese in the early 
1980's, was present to 
encourage this New Era 
Leadership (NEL)* 
initiative and to bless the 
project, and its new sign at the front of the property. 
 
Leaders and members of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Good 
Samaritans and Father Yelds, MSC, were present with the Champagnat Marist Group, 
SMSM laity, a Baha'i leader (whose adherents make retreats at La Valla), the College 
Principals and student leaders from three secondary schools, as well as some possible 
Marist aspirants, together with neighbours and friends, made a very representative 
gathering. 
 

After a welcome from 
Brother Kevin O'Malley, 
Brother Barry gave an 
outline of the programme.  
Brother Tainga led a 
beautiful prayer reflection.  
This set the tone for Brother 
Sefo’s explanation of the 
significance of the 
Montagne, Fourviere and 
La Valla icons.  He also 
used a PowerPoint 
presentation to explain the 
process and outcome of the 
very comprehensive 
consultation to determine 
the focus of the La Valla 
centre.  Brother Amberoti 

Bishop Paul Mea blessing the new sign board 
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then presented an interesting, 
illustrated review of the 2016 
activities, including the physical 
improvements to the plant and 
the retreat/formation work to 
date. 
 
All attendees moved from the 
dining room block to the lagoon 
side maneaba.  Here Brother 
Barry led us into a ten-minute 
contemplative silence.  A gentle 
breeze through the maneaba 
recalled the Spirit present in our 
lives and the central focus of the 
La Valla Year.  The blessing of 

the signboard by Bishop Paul, and its unveiling by student representatives, ended the 
formalities.  An abundant shared lunch followed.  Indeed, a very fitting and memorable 
celebration of our New Beginning 
in Kiribati. 
 
*The New Era Leadership (NEL) 
programme was a two-year 
process of discernment 
undertaken by the younger 
Brothers in the District of the 
Pacific.  The process was guided 
by Brother David McDonald 
(District Leader), Brother Michael 
de Waas and Sister Piluca 
Serranc MSOLA. It allowed the 
younger Brothers to explore new 
opportunities for the Champagnat 
Marist mission in the Pacific. 
 
 

Bishop Paul Mea, Brothers Barry & 
Kevin with Principals Zita and Susana 

During the Prayer Reflection 

Brothers Sefo, Taatite, Brothers 
Barry, Kevin, Ioane, Tioera 
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JACK MCCAFFERY HONOURED 

Jack McCaffery Honoured 

By Kate Bell 
 

Dear Marist Brothers,  

You will know all this about Jack...                                                                                                                        

that he was a skilled teacher who enabled his students with his 

gentleness, kindness, warmth, energy, and delight...                                                                                                                                                         

but I need to give thanks  for the  gift, that was his life which he shared 

so generously and completely.                                                                                                                              

There were certain tensions in St Peter’s College originating in the founding orders’ 

diverse charisms and teaching ethos.  As students we so appreciated the Marist 

Brothers’ humanity, how they engaged, and were genuinely interested in our education 

as  whole persons….Jack at core always remained a faithful Marist Brother. 

Jack pioneered the ‘Cambridge System’ of learning Latin back in 1980 with fourteen 

students.  Swiftly we were enthralled - his was the class that we all dashed to - what 

wonders and horrors would he share with us!  Jack was light of foot - in the class room 

too.  A place where there was always fun, laughter and great productivity.  There were 

constant vocab tests and necessary translations as we were introduced to a Roman 

family that lived at the foot of a large mountain in the bay of Naples in the late 70’s of 

the common era!  Fortunately we learned grammar by accident and experience rather 

than in declension. 

At the end of each book we were rewarded with a juicy chapter of life and customs; the 

wonders of the Forum, the tragedy of Vesuvius, Manumission from slavery, the 

peculiar equipment of Roman Baths and Cloaca Maxima – not usual topics of interest 

of in the backwater of the Manawatu!  We loved it.  Jack presented us with the further 

delights of Ovid, Caesars’ commentaries and best of all Catullus’ love poetry.  Jack 

was a story teller ‘Mirabile Dictu’ – a wonder to tell - we were always hungry for further 

details of his experiences in Rome such as at Mamertine prison, the Bocca della Verita 

and the excavations at Pompeii. 

We had such fun in Jack’s classes - we were his eager devoted students, we loved 

him  

His greatest gift to us all was the way in which he taught – and who he always was - 

which enabled us to witness a life lived with gracious humanity, compassion, 

gentleness, generosity, humility and holiness. Such a beautiful man. 

I saw Jack briefly up in ward 26; we laughed and cried and held one another’s hands 

tight with memory...Mirabile Dictu. 

I thought there would be more opportunities. 

We often used this quote from Hilaire Belloc: 

Ludisti satis, edisti satis,  
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atque bibisti.   
Tempus abire tibi est. 

You have played enough, you have eaten and drunk enough 

It is time for you to go.  

But it’s not true  -     

I shall always want another encounter and conversation with Jack McCaffery. 

So I hold Jack’s precious memory close with great thankfulness for all the wonders he 

wrought. 

...till we all meet again in the great banquet of the Kingdom. 

Frater Salve ataque Vale 

Hail and Farewell, brother. 

With great love and affection from the Latin Class of 1980: Gayle Rossiter, Donna 

White, Donna McKendry, Catherine McKearney, Fiona Sowry, Barbara Gallagher, 

Jane Roberts, Theresa Morrow, Bridget Crowley, Paul Leslie, Paul Horan, Gerard 

Letts, Tom Murphy, Quentin Bourke and Kate Bell.  Kate lives in Palmerston North with 

her husband Mark and her sons.  She is the Parish Catechist at the Cathedral of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row: Pat Kennedy, Tom Dwyer (Br. Joachim), Kevin Kiely (Br. Fidelis), Pat 
McCormick (Br. Jordan) 4th Row:  Terry Kelly (Br. Terence), Kevin Connelly  
(Br. Norbert), Mervyn Daly, Eric Ryan3rd Row:  Colin Cheesman, Noel Aylward (Br. 
Camillus), Ivan Fox, Tom McBride (Br. James), Charlie Bailey 2nd Row:  Br. John 
(Director and SM), John Kelly, Leo Kyne (Br. Edmond), Tony Scott, Bernard 
Blewman (Br. Bernard), John McCaffery, Fr ---------, Fr ---------- Front Row:  Fr ----, 
Fr John McHardy SM, Br. Louis (Provincial), Bishop Lyons, Fr O’Leary CSSR 
(Retreat Preacher), Br. Guibertus (MN), Fr ---------- 
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SINAMOGA HOUSE IN SAMOA 

Sinamoga House in Samoa 

The original idea, to fix it up for 

volunteers, has now resulted in a 

completely new building.  The 

initial proposal was to refurbish 

the interior of the house and to 

repair windows, security screens 

etc and to repaint the roof and 

exterior.  On further examination 

it was decided to increase the air 

circulation by removing the 

ceilings to create more space in 

the roof area.   

 

However, when the celling was removed it was discovered that the roof was structurally 

unsound.  On removing the roof, the walls were also unsound and unlikely to pass a 

building inspection.  The walls were essentially only columns that could be pushed 

over with very little effort.    

 

The decision was then made to demolish the 

existing building and retain any material that c  

ould be reused.  The new house utilises the 

existing footprint.  A new concrete footing will be 

built around the existing floor.  The existing floor 

has been reinforced with mesh and a new floor 

laid.  The floor will then be tiled throughout the 

house.  The new design is for an open plan 

lounge and kitchen, four bedrooms and an 

internal toilet and bathroom.  This is being built 

on the existing foundation.  The existing external 

toilet and shower will be 

refurbished.  The old kitchen floor 

will be redeveloped as a BBQ area 

at the rear of the house.  A new 

security chain-link fence and gate 

has been built to secure the entire 

property. 

 

Amituana’I (ASL Design and Build) 

has supplied the design for the 
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new house which is currently under 

construction.  It is estimated that the 

project will cost WST200,000.00 

excluding furnishings.  Marist Solidarity 

has contributed, the District of the Pacific 

has contributed with the balance of the 

funds being sourced by the Property and 

Finance Committee.  

 

The photos show the progress after three 
weeks: the floor, external walls, roof and 
internal framing has been completed.  Mr 

Tuala Chan Tung is the Project Manager and Mr George Lober (Chair of the Property 
and Finance Committee) is overseeing the development 
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COMMUNITY MEETING 

Community Meeting 
Prophetic Memory of 
Jesus Brother 

Identity and Mission of the Religious 
Brother 

in the Church  
 

 
Song: Speak, Lord, I’m Listening (John Miller) 
 
Speak, Lord, I’m listening; plant your Word down 
deep in me. 
Speak, Lord, I’m listening; please show me the way. 
 
Sometimes my heart is slow to follow you, 
Teach me to hear and understand. 
And I’m told the things you promise and I hope they 
all come true 
And I know what waits for those who wait and put 

their trust in you.  
 
Speak, Lord, I’m listening; plant your Word down deep in me. 
Speak, Lord, I’m listening; please show me the way. 
 
Sometimes I stumble on my way to you, 
Stretch out again your healing hand. 
And I’m told the things you promise and I hope they all come true 
And I know what waits for those who wait and put their trust in you.  

 
1. Introduction 
(Give each participant a copy of the document)  
 
The Brother’s vocation is a gift for the Church. Its roots are found in the Gospel. This 
document offers us a pathway for reflection, emphasising three aspects: brotherhood 
as a gift which we receive, share and give to others. We are invited to discover how 
we live out these dimensions in the concreteness of our daily lives. The reflection has 
to begin with our own experiences in the light of the life of Jesus, and breathe into us 
a conversion.  
 
In the first part of the document, numbers 1 – 12, we find some initial indicators, then, 
in numbers 13 – 20 the theme of brotherhood as a gift which we receive is developed. 
The most profound mystery is that God is Spirit, and being Spirit, God gifts us with 
brotherhood so that we might be intimately connected with all living beings. The gift we 
receive is fruit of the gracious love of God. The very being and existence of God is love 
for creation. The saving power of God always produces life. God is always discovered 
in the history of humanity, and Gods salvific presence is what the people have most 
desired. The motivation of the God of Jesus is to liberate people from everything that 
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dehumanises and makes them suffer. God does not want suffering, and because of 
this the encounter between God and humanity produces a brotherhood that has no 
limits.  
 
Later in the document, numbers 21 – 26, we are invited to reflect on the community 

dimension of our lives: brotherhood is the gift that we share. To live brotherhood is to 

live profoundly in love for human and divine life. Only mystics can genuinely create 

communion between people and God. People need to recover hope, their creative 

capacity to build God’s kingdom. The religious creates communion when he helps to 

create that hope and place it again at the heart of people, experiencing all in God. The 

Gospel invites us to a renewed reading of the presence of God today in the people, 

with a new mind, a new heart and a new spirit.  

 
 
In numbers 27 – 31 of the document the focus is on brotherhood as a gift we give away 
to others: “you must freely give what you have freely received”. Jesus creates a 
missionary community around himself. The kingdom of God can only be lived and 
announced out of a direct and intimate contact with people who need justice, peace 
and mercy. Jesus has abandoned the security of the “system” (law, temple and politics) 
so as to “enter” freely and with deep conviction into the mystery of God’s kingdom. 
Faithful to his example, we brothers and sisters, set out towards this encounter with 
humanity. 
 
Symbol 
Cut an image into four parts (like a jigsaw puzzle) and after each of the following 
readings we place a section in the centre, completing the picture eventually. (You could 
use, for example, an image from Sieger Köder1) 
 
2. A Moment of Celebration 

 
Reading 1 | Matthew 23:8–12 
But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 
And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in 
heaven. Neither be called masters, for you have one master, the Christ. He who is 
greatest among you shall be your servant; whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 
Chant: Holy Ground (Monica Brown) 

You are here, so this is holy ground. In all that is, you are here. 
This is holy ground, the ground of my being now. 
My spirit bows to you upon this holy ground. 

 
Reading 2 | The Gift we Receive (n. 14) 
We all participate in this great story, because "God calls the individual in Jesus Christ, 
each one personally by name". Each is actively involved and each one’s influence on 
others is crucial. Each member of the Church is "entrusted with a unique task which 
cannot be done by another and which is to be fulfilled for the good of all". Each one, 

                                                
1  https://www.flickr.com/photos/14586868@N03/1489981207/in/photostream/ 

https://reverendally.wordpress.com/tag/foot-washing/ 

file:///C:/Users/John%20Casey/Documents/C%20L%20T/TUTTI%20FRATELLI/Español/%09https:/www.flickr.com/photos/14586868@N03/1489981207/in/photostream/
https://reverendally.wordpress.com/tag/foot-washing/
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thanks to the anointing received in Baptism and Confirmation, can repeat the words of 
Jesus: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; for he has anointed me to bring the good                                  
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives, sight to the blind, 
and to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord" (Lk 4:18-
19). Thus, the "baptized share in the same mission of Jesus, the Christ, the Saviour-
Messiah." 
Chant   
 
Reading 3 | The Gift We Share (n. 24) 
Thus, the community is, for Brothers, an experience more than a place; or better still, 
the Brothers live together, gather in a place, to deeply develop that experience. In that 
way, they are responding to the call to be experts in communion, effective signs of the 
possibility of living deeper relationships rooted in the love of Christ. 
 

Mutual love is the hallmark of Christians (cf. Jn 13:35), and this is the sign which 
Brothers offer. This love must be the criterion of discernment in each community of 
Brothers, above and beyond the effectiveness of their work. It is easy to see how, in 
the founding period of each of the Institutes of Brothers, brotherly love is signalled as 
the core of the initiative, and they explicitly take on the ideal of the first Christians, to 
be "of one heart and one soul" (Acts 4:32). From this standpoint they organize their 
apostolic action, aware that this consists in transmitting what the Brothers have 
previously lived in community. Their brotherhood will create brotherhood, and the 
mission of the Brothers is characterised from the beginning as one of being in 
communion and creating communion. 

 
Chant 
 
Reading 4 | The gift we give to others (n. 29) 
All Brothers, whatever their specific mission, must take seriously their being witnesses 
of the hope they carry within, They are called to be expressions of hope, being present 
in situations of pain and misery, demonstrating that the tenderness of God knows no 
boundaries, that the resurrection of Jesus is the pledge of victory, that the God of life 
will have the last word over pain and death, that on the last day God will wipe away all 
tears (Apoc. 7:17) and we will all live as brothers and sisters.  
 
Chant 
 
3. A Time for Reflection 

 
         Song: A Trusting Psalm (Kevin Bates) 
 

Lord let your mercy be on us as we place our trust in you. 
 
The word of the Lord is faithfulness and love. 
His love can never be measured. 
His beauty is like nothing we have ever seen, 
so let us place our trust in him. 
 
The word of the Lord means a patient, gentle God. 
His love can never grow weary. 
His mercy is as though our sins have never been, 
if we can place our trust in him. 
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The word of the Lord is fire burning strong, 
His love will never grow weary. 
He will seek and save the lost until we all return, 
so let us place our trust in him. 

 
 
Challenge from the Document (no. 26) 

At the beginning of his vocational experience (cf Acts 22:3-21) the Apostle Paul asks, 

"What should I do, Lord?" The question signals the radical change of attitude which 

has occurred in him, having left his own path to follow that of Jesus. The answer will 

not be found in the exact fulfilment of the law and the traditions of the Synagogue, but 

rather in his listening to people, his reflection on daily events and his contemplation of 

the Word. 

Religious Brothers, in facing the present, have to risk asking the same question as 

Paul: "What should I do, Lord?" but this question is only sincere when preceded by the 

willingness to "get up", because that is the first response required (cf Acts 22:10-16). In 

other words, fidelity to the present time requires personal willingness to change and to 

be disturbed. Without it, there is little value in renewing structures. 

 
Guideline 
Reflect in one or two of the questions below. 

 Reflect on the gifts that God has given you and which Jesus is inviting 
you to share with others.  Is there some experience from your life that 
you can share? 

 What limitations and opportunities does our community offer us as a 
space for living and creating brotherhood? 

 How can our community open itself a bit more to experience the reality 
around us and to respond to the needs in a Gospel manner? 

 What are some of the novel ideas or ideas which drew your attention in 
the document? 

 
Sharing 
You may wish to share a thought from your time of reflection. 
Conclude this sharing with this prayer from Charles de Foucauld which invites us to 
renew our commitment to the service of others:  
 

Father, 
I abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will. 
Whatever you may do, I thank you: I am ready for all, I accept all. 
 
Let only your will be done in me, and in all your creatures - 
I wish no more than this, O Lord. 
 
Into your hands I commend my life: 
I offer it to you with all the love of my heart, 
for I love you, Lord, and, for me, to love is to give myself, 
to surrender myself into your hands without reserve, 
and with boundless confidence, for you are my Father.  
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Our Father in heaven… 
 
Final Song: We Are Connected (Chris Skinner) 

We are connected like branches to the tree; we all walk the planet, let’s walk 

with dignity. 

No matter our colour, no matter our creed; all of us are gifted and all of us we 

need. 
  

We are connected, one great family. Let’s light the fire together and let it shine 

for all to see. 

Everybody standing in the light, everybody warmed by the fire, 

No one left in the dark or in the cold, come together to embrace and to hold, 

Forgive and heal the hurts that divide; standing with, along, beside. 

We are connected, connected! 

Breath and life connected! 

Earth, sea and sky connected! 

Hands and hearts connected!  Believe it, believe it! 

 

Resources: 
Document - can be downloaded at: 
http://www.cmsm.org/documents/Identity_and_Mission_of_the_Religious_Brot
her_in_the_Church.pdf 
 
Image - a suitable image can be downloaded from: 

 https://www.flickr.com/photos/14586868@N03/1489981207/in/photostr
eam/ 

 https://reverendally.wordpress.com/tag/foot-washing/ 
 
Music - YouTube for Speak, Lord, I’m Listening (John Miller) - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87QoP21iM6A  
 

CD - contact Kevin Wanden to borrow a copy:  

 Holy Ground (Monica Brown)  

 A Trusting Psalm (Kevin Bates) 

 We Are Connected (Christ Skinner) 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/14586868@N03/1489981207/in/photostream/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/14586868@N03/1489981207/in/photostream/
https://reverendally.wordpress.com/tag/foot-washing/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87QoP21iM6A
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OCTOBER DISTRICT CALENDAR 

District Calendar for October 

1 Immersion Group from Australia visiting Fiji (La Valla) 

3 Term 4 starts (Samoa) 

5 
Wellbeing morning  

Students attending Remar Camp Melbourne (KK, DS) 

6 
Property meeting  

College Companies meeting  

7 Ballot Papers for Chapter Delegates due 

9 Fiji Country Meeting 

10 
Oceania Finance Trust Board meeting (PH, KW) 

Term 4 starts (NZ) 

11 
Extended General Council at Mittagong (DM, TC, KW, PH, 
CM, SI) 

14 SHC Hostel meeting (TBC) 

16  
Marist NGOs and Solidarity meeting Brisbane (KvW, CM, 
DD) 

19 MAPAC Council Meeting Philippines (DM) 

21 Finance Committee meeting 

24 Labour Day (NZ) 

25 
Bursars of Pacific and Asian Regions meeting in Sydney 
(PH) 

26 MB Finance Advisory Board (Onslow) 

30 All Souls Service (Auckland) 
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Fourvière  

Marist Spirituality in Four Voices 
Part 2 of a conference given by Father Gaston Lessard SM at a meeting of the 

general councils of the four Marist congregations on September 24th, 1988. Part 

2 specifically addresses the Pledge of Fourvière. 

Part II 

What do we have in common by way of 

spirituality? I propose an abrupt answer, 

devoid of nuances. Not so that it should 

be the last word on the subject. On the 

contrary, so that it should function as a 

first word, one that would trigger many 

more. Besides, the time for nuances will 

come in the third part of this paper, when 

we ask what is special to each of our 

groups. 

 

I would say that we have in common the 

Fourvière plan. And by that I would 

mean, of course, what the twelve Marist 

aspirants who met at the Fourvière 

chapel on July 23, 1816, had in mind and 

which is known to us through the text of 

the pledge they solemnly took on that day. But I would also broaden the understanding 

of the Marist plan which I propose to you so that it would include two clusters of events: 

on the one hand, what led to the Fourvière event, namely the steps through which the 

twelve came together as a group; on the other hand, what prolonged the Fourvière 

event, namely the people who, by joining the founding group after 1816, enlarged and 

enriched it. In this line, I will go so far as to include Françoise Perroton and, through 

her, the pioneers who became the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary. 

 

What is the Fourvière pledge about? It is about establishing the congregation of 

Mariists, which is also called the society of the blessed Virgin (OM. doc. 50, lines 7-8 

& 10). The text includes a promise of fidelity to Christ Jesus in the bosom of the Roman 

Catholic Church, with loyalty to the pope and the bishop. It says also that it is hoped to 

see this institution come to light before long, "under the regime, a friend of peace and 

religion, of our most christian king" (lines 21-22), and the signers make the commitment 

to spend themselves for the salvation of souls by all means under the name and 

auspices of the Virgin Mary (lines 24-25). 
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Such is the skeleton, if we like, of the Fourvière event. What are its flesh and blood?  

They are the twelve personal stories which led to it. First of all, the experience of Jean-

Claude Courveille at Le Puy: the words of Mary which he heard with the ears of the 

heart in 1812, which he reported to his companions at the major seminary of Lyon, and 

which he reconstructed forty years later into a speech with which we are familiar: "I 

have always imitated my divine Son in everything. . ." (OM, doc. 718, § 5). The flesh 

and blood of the Marist plan are also these words making their way in the heart of 

those who felt Mary was thereby reaching them and who gathered around Courveille 

in order to respond to her call.  They are Étienne Déclas, the first to whom Courveille 

spoke and who dated from that moment his vocation as a country preacher (doc. 591, 

§ 7). They are Marcellin Champagnat, who in the meetings which prepared Fourvière 

had convinced the group to include teaching brothers in the new congregation (docc. 

591, § 8; 819, § 17). They are Jean-Claude Colin who saw a longing he had had in him 

for a long time take shape in Courveille's plan, so that when he heard about the plan 

he told himself: "Now, that suits you!" (docc. 591, § 8; 819, § 9). They are Étienne 

Terraillon who wrote about Jean-Claude Colin and himself, after they had heard 

Courveille's story: 

 

"This message struck us both to a supreme degree and left us as though 

bewildered. We then shared our impressions and we decided to lend 

ourselves resolutely to the execution of a project that had ravished us upon 

the first opening made to us" (doc. 750, § 3). 

 

But in asking what we have in common and in replying: the Fourvière plan, I would not 

limit what I mean thereby to what was said up to July 23, 1816. For instance, a year 

later, when Jean Claude Colin's elder brother joins the group of Marist aspirants, it is 

the Fourvière plan which he endorses. And soon afterwards, when Jeanne-Marie 

Chavoin and Marie Jotillon are summoned from Coutouvre to Cerdon to begin the 

feminine branch of the Society of Mary, we understand that this branch was part of the 

plan from the very beginning. As Jeanne-Marie Chavoin told the Bishop of Belley: "We 

left home and family to start the Society of the Blessed Virgin" (RMJ, doc. 101, § 7). 

The third order itself was mentioned as early as 1824 (OM, doc. 105, § 1), but that 

mention probably referred to attempts made by Jean-Claude Courveille in 1817 to start 

it at Verrières. Almost thirty years later, when Father Eymard registered Françoise 

Perroton as a member of the third order (Our Pioneer Sisters, n. 13), he started the 

process whereby the pioneer sisters joined the multibranch Society of Mary that had 

been planned at Fourvière.  
 

 

I would like to add to the Fourvière file a further text that will give us an idea not so 

much of the structure of the plan as of its spiritual content. To be sure, they are words 

spoken by Jean-Claude Colin at a time when he was superior general of the fathers. 

But in them he refers to the very beginnings of the Marist plan, to a time when we are 
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still close enough to the Fourvière ceremony to be allowed to think that the Marist 

aspirants share the same ideas. More importantly, this text enables us to see how the 

words continued to function which Jean-Claude Courveille had heard at Le Puy and 

around which the Fourvière group had gathered. On January 19, 1848, in the dining 

room of the general house, Father Colin told his confrères: 

 

"Let us not look at what the societies who have preceded us have done, for 

when a society comes to birth it is for a particular need. Yes, Messieurs (here 

his tone became solemn), I do not mind repeating it here once more: the 

words "I was the mainstay of the new-born Church; I shall be again at the 

end of time", served us; in the very earliest days of the Society, as a 

foundation and an encouragement.  They were always before us. We 

worked in that direction, so to speak" (A Founder Speaks, doc. 152). 

 

This text has the advantage of enabling us to be present as the Society of Mary is 

being born. It shows us the Society as it comes forth from the words of Le Puy and it 

enables us, it seems to me, to say something about the content of the treasure we 

have in common, not so much a closed content as lines of force, ridges along which 

Marist spirituality is called to continue developing. 

 

"I was the mainstay of the new-born Church; I shall be again at the end of time". As 

the companions at the major seminary of Lyon listened, one after another, to Jean-

Claude Courveille talking about his experience at Le Puy and as they allowed 

themselves to be taken by the words of Mary which are enshrined in the narrative, they 

became enmeshed into a network of relationships which links three great realities: 

Mary, the church, and time. As the Fourvière group, which already included Marcellin 

Champagnat and Jean-Claude Colin, extended and renewed itself by including 

Jeanne-Marie Chavoin and her companions as well as the various third order groups 

in one of which Françoise Perroton was enlisted, it continued to find in that network of 

relationships its dynamism and its identity. 

 

Mariists, they called themselves at first. Terraillon refers to "the happiness of being the 

first children of Mary" (OM, doc. 750, § 5). Further on in the text which we are using, 

Jean-Claude Colin said: "Let us rejoice to belong to her Society and bear her name" 

(A Founder Speaks, doc. 152). The strongest moments in the life of the group that 

came out of Fourvière are those in the ceremony of consecration that ends the yearly 

retreat when the group affirms its awareness that to bear the name of Mary means to 

belong to her. One belongs through two choices: the choice Mary makes of us by 

calling us, the choice we make of her by consecrating ourselves to her. Always to 

remember the first choice in order to nourish a life of thanksgiving, to affirm the second 

choice often to reinforce our determination to live out of Mary's own life, those are two 

basic activities of a Marist's personal spirituality. 
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But this twofold movement would lack an essential dimension if it did not include a 

sense that the choice that is made of me is a call to share in a mission and if my 

consecration were not the renewal of my total dedication to an apostolic task. In other 

words, to bear the name of Mary means to share in the work of Mary. For a Marist, 

Mary is the one who says: "I was the mainstay of the newborn Church; I shall be again 

at the end of time". The Mary who gives her name to the Society is one driven by 

concern for the church; the women and the men she calls to form her society give 

meaning to the name they bear by sharing her love for the church. 

 

For the church is the second great reality with which a Marist comes into a special 

relationship when he or she joins the Fourvière group. More than the other Marist 

founders, Jean-Claude Colin had opportunity to develop the themes that flowed from 

the image of Mary as the mainstay of the church, particularly the theme of Hidden and 

unknown, but the image of Mary as linked in a special way to the church is not proper 

to Colin. It is at the heart of the inspiration at Le Puy, and it comes to the surface there 

in the parallel between the Society of Jesus and the Society of Mary, a parallel which 

can be found in the narratives of both Courveille (OM, doc. 718, § 5) and Terraillon 

(doc. 750, § 1). To establish such a parallel is to say what Courveille's narrative says 

in different words: what Jesus did for his church at the time of the Reformation, Mary 

is doing at the time of the Revolution. The elements common to both terms of the 

parallel are the solicitude of Jesus, which Mary makes her own, and the need of the 

church. The elements proper to each are the specific danger which threatens the 

church (no longer heresy, as at the time of protestantism, but unbelief) and the fact 

that Mary is obviously not Jesus, and consequently that her relation to the church is 

not that of Jesus. 

 

The companions at the seminary of Saint-Irenée had not developed their thinking about 

Mary in relation to the church, but in 1833, when Jean-Claude Colin submitted to Rome 

the grandiose vision of a multibranch society that would gather all Christ's members 

under the protection of Mary (Antiquiores textus, fasc. 1, s, 109), he was speaking in 

the name of what the Fourvière group had become. The plan is that of Marcellin 

Champagnat and Jeanne-Marie Chavoin as much as it is his own. In this context, it is 

interesting to read what Marcellin Champagnat wrote a month before Jean-Claude 

Colin's departure for Rome: "I rather like the idea of Mr. Colin's third order" (LC = 

Lettres Champagnat, doc. 28). You know what was that idea of the third order. It is a 

key element of the vision wherein, as was the case at the beginning, so at the end of 

time all the faithful will form one heart and one soul in the bosom of the roman church 

(s, 109). Now, what is characteristic of this vision is that in it one no longer distinguishes 

what is the church and what is the Society of Mary. The idea of the Society of Mary 

has been so enlarged that it is coextensive with the church. By that very fact, the church 

is renewed, started over again; it is at the end what it was at the beginning. Such is the 

result of the presence in its bosom of the Marists, these women and men who lived out 

fully what it meant to belong to Mary. 
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"At the end of time as at the beginning", said the presentation of 1833; "I was the 

mainstay of the new-born Church; I shall be again at the end of time", said Mary at Le 

Puy in Jean-Claude Colin's version; "as I have always imitated my divine Son..., now 

that I am in glory with him", said Jean-Claude Courveille's version in its first sentence; 

in the second sentence it added: "Just like at the time of a fearful heresy..., in the same 

way in these latter times of impiety and unbelief ..." (OM, doc. 718, § 5). The time 

dimension is the third great reality which makes up the network of relationships that is 

the Fourvière plan. Mary in relation to the church in time. And time conceived as 

beginning and end, where the beginning provides a model for what the end is to be. 

The time dimension is linked to several characteristics of the Marist plan: the church 

of the end time is an imperilled church; Mary's heart beats for it; hence a sense of 

urgency which drives Marist zeal. On the other hand, the church of the beginning, the 

newborn church is the model, the only model for the church of the end time, which is 

not clearly distinct from the Society of Mary. 

 

For all of us, Marist Sisters, Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary, Marist Brothers, 

Marist Fathers, the answer to the question of our identity has its starting point in the 

name of Mary that we bear. But it seems that we have more in common than that name: 

we can all claim full rights to the concrete manner in which the twelve Marist aspirants 

who gathered at Fourvière understood what it meant to be called Marists. Thus, 

bearing the name of Mary evokes the words that Courveille heard at Le Puy. and their 

effect on Déclas, Champagnat, Colin, and the others who with them, on July 23, 1816, 

and over the following years, committed themselves to making those words come true, 

that is to enabling Mary to be, through them, in the church of the end time the mainstay 

that she had been in the newborn church. 

 

Part III 

In looking for the kernel of what is common to the Marist congregations, I have focused 

our attention on what Fourvière represents, because that is where we all have our 

roots. The approach I now suggest is the reverse: we shall try and name what each 

congregation contributes that is different in the concert of Marist spirituality. As a 

member of one of our four congregations, I know the other three only from the outside. 

I am walking on thin ice, and I am in danger of falling through at every step. My only 

chance of escaping lies in not lingering and in treading lightly. 

 

In order to identify our common treasure, it was better to go back to the roots. The rich 

diversity of our ways of living out Marist spirituality is best seen at the point of arrival.  

That is why I shall refer especially to the new constitutions of our congregations.  The 

Marist family comprises two women's congregations. We shall not be surprised if they 

live out their sense of belonging to Mary in a mode different from that of the brothers 

and fathers. To prepare a meal, to care for a sick person, to celebrate a liturgy are 

already sets of gestures that women have learned to carry out differently from men and 

through which they express a different way of viewing the world and of viewing 
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themselves in the world. Besides, when they are with Mary, the Marist Sisters and the 

Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary find themselves among women. Even with 

two thousand years between them, they share with her the experience of being women 

in a society and in a church where, for instance, equality between the sexes is far from 

being a given. Living out of the life of Mary, therefore, will not be for them the same 

kind of challenge that it is for men 

 

Though the difference between women and men is woven into the texture of everyday 

life, it is not very apparent in the texts on the spirit of each of our congregations.  Our 

legislative texts contain three recent and related descriptions of the Marist spirit where 

the Hidden and unknown has an important place: one by the fathers in 1977 

(Constitutions, part II, numbers 1-18: "To Be a Marist"), one by the Missionary Sisters 

of the Society of Mary (1984 Constitutions, numbers 47-56), and one by the Marist 

Sisters (1986 Constitutions, numbers 1-18). Numbers 4 and 5 of the constitutions of 

the brothers (1986) also describe the spirit of the congregation, but they are not related 

to the three other texts.  One might have expected to find in the sisters' texts an 

understanding of Mary's presence in the church and of the Hidden and unknown which 

reflected a feminine mode of relating to Mary, as distinct from a masculine mode. 

Instead, what is striking in texts which differ in many other ways is the absence of 

precisely that difference. 

 

At the level of concrete living, however, the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary 

and the Marist Sisters embody two feminine expressions of Marist life which are clearly 

distinct from each other. It is easy enough to feel these differences; the problem is to 

name them. Since my task is less that of scientific investigation than of assistance in 

an exchange of ideas, I offer reflections which are as frail as they are personal. 

  

When I read the French text of the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary on Hidden 

and unknown, I am struck by the presence of the word audace ("daring") (Note for the 

English version: the English text has "zeal" instead; while my reflections apply only to 

the French text, therefore, I believe they are true of that deeper text, the lives of the 

sisters).  The word daring does not come as a surprise when used by women for whom 

"missionary service and the Marist vocation were but one single call" (number 47). It 

also fits quite well in the organic whole which is the formula Hidden and unknown. As 

you know, for Jean-Claude Colin this formula is made up of a variable list of virtues like 

poverty, modesty, simplicity, which are set in opposition to an attitude of openness to 

all kinds of ministries. The typical expression is: "They shall behave in every way with 

such modesty, etc., that, though they are to exercise all the ministries that can further 

the salvation of souls, still they are to appear unknown and, as it were, hidden in this 

world".  The virtues are taken from a well-defined category, the virtues of self-

effacement, but the power of the formula resides in the tension between these virtues 

and what Colin called apostolic zeal. In the French text of the Missionary Sisters of the 

Society of Mary, the tension is maintained (unite "apostolic daring with discreet 
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presence"), but with a vocabulary which reflects what their experience has been since 

the "stir" caused by Françoise Perroton.  
 

Missionary experience in the traditional sense of the word is well typified in the 

accomplishment of that exemplary pioneer: it consists in overcoming obstacles which 

everybody agreed were insuperable. It is an accomplishment to which generations of 

missionary sisters have devoted their best talents and energy. I take as a symbol of it 

the fact of daring to train sisters as medical doctors and as dentists when they felt this 

would help the mission. As I look at the orientations of their last general chapter, I see 

that even today the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary stand on the frontiers that 

need to be crossed: inculturation, justice and peace, the promotion of women. It is only 

natural that, when it comes to expressing the mystery of Mary's presence in the church, 

apostolic daring should be a component of their version of Hidden and unknown. 

Through them, this new note enriches Marist spirituality. 

 

In the constitutions of the Marist Sisters I pause on number 7, which invites to a better 

knowledge of Mary and proposes the image of the home of Nazareth. I pick out the 

following phrases: "a sense of hidden and interior virtues" and "treasuring in our hearts 

and pondering the words and actions of the Lord". This last phrase places before us 

the image that Luke gave us of Mary, who "treasured all these things and pondered 

them in her heart" (Lk 2:19; also 2:51, in the Bible of Jerusalem translation). 

 

I relate this set of ideas to an expression used by Father Colin in the constitutions he 

wrote for the Marist Sisters in 1856. We saw that one component of Hidden and 

unknown is the tension established between a list of virtues in the area of modesty on 

the one hand and apostolic zeal on the other. When Father Colin wrote for the fathers, 

the context he had in mind was clearly that of ministry: in the very exercise of ministry, 

the fathers are to maintain the tension between modesty and zeal. In the text written 

for the sisters, the tension is still there, but the tone is not quite the same: the sisters 

are to strive "to reconcile (…) modesty, the love of solitude, the practice of solidly 

interior virtues, with the deeds of a most cordial charity for the salvation of souls" 

(Antiquiores textus, fasc. 6, p. 104; see also J. Coste, Acta S .M., vol. 6, p. 592). 

 

With regard to the feminine branch of the Society of Mary, Jean-Claude Colin took a 

definite stand: "I confess I am not anxious to see them develop much: my only desire 

is that, like Moses, they should pray for the Society and its works'' (Mayet 1, 51, cited 

in RMJ , p. 432, note 1). Over the last thirty years, historical research has enabled the 

sisters to rediscover the image of Jeanne-Marie Chavoin and, without relinquishing 

prayer as their role, they have given greater prominence to the more directly apostolic 

values their foundress had bequeathed them, like those listed in number 3 of their 

constitutions: "a love of work, the readiness to undertake various tasks, the integration 

of prayer and action". 
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Still, the words used in 1856 by Father Colin to tell the Marist Sisters about Hidden and 

unknown, "unite the love of solitude and silence and the practice of hidden virtues with 

works of zeal" passed into the 1868 article of the fathers' constitutions on the spirit of 

the Society and through that article, if not into the body, at least into the annexed 

documents of the recent constitutions of the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary 

(p. 53) and of the Marist Sisters (p. 14). Thus, one may consider the insistence upon 

Mary who "stored up all these things in her heart" and upon the “hidden and interior 

values" as the more special contribution of the Marist Sisters to the Marist spiritual 

heritage. 

 

The Marist Brothers share with the Marist Fathers the experience of living the Marist 

spirit in the masculine mode, but they differ from them in that, since the beginning and 

without exception, they are not priests. More specifically, they are teachers. They bring 

to the treasure of Marist living the experience of several thousand brothers who, in the 

footsteps of Father Champagnat, worked out and put into action an educational 

tradition. 
 

Through them, the presence of Mary in the church permeates a whole dimension in 

the life of a society, that whereby its knowledge and behaviors are passed on from one 

generation to the next. 

 

In Father Champagnat's talk on Mary one encounters themes that belong to the whole 

Marist tradition, like that of Mary as superior, or that are more typical of the Marist plan 

before 1836, like those of the work of Mary (LC, doc. 11), the time of unbelief in which 

we live (ibid.), or the struggle under the banner of Mary (LC, doc. 132). This is not 

without significance: Marcellin Champagnat adhered wholeheartedly to the 

multibranch Society of Mary to which he had devoted himself at Fourvière ("There is 

nothing I am not ready to sacrifice to save the work of Mary from foundering" LC, doc. 

45 A). At the same time, he lived his relationship to Mary out of the unique situation in 

which he found himself, and it is this special manner of belonging to Mary that he 

transmitted to his brothers. 

 

To characterize Father Champagnat's relationship to Mary, the tradition of the Marist 

Brothers has retained the phrase "Ordinary Resource", which has been incorporated 

into their new constitutions (number 4). The formula is a good reflection of the situation 

of someone who had, in a sense, built his whole work on credit. Not only by borrowing 

money, which he did boldly (we know how cruelly debts weighed on him: LG, doc. 30, 

line 26), but especially by giving credit to the young men who were willing to share in 

his foolhardy undertaking. You are acquainted with what Father Maitrepierre reported 

him as saying: 
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To make my arrows, I use whatever wood I have handy. When I need a superior, 

a principal, a teacher, if I don't find one with two eyes, I put in a one-eyed one; 

when I don't find any that walk straight, I put in lame ones, and I say: If the blessed 

Virgin wants things to function properly, she'll just have to get involved; she sees 

very well that otherwise it could not go (OM, doc. 752, § 55). 

 

That is the attitude of a great educator and a great believer: on the one hand, he has 

bet on the hidden talents of his brothers, thereby challenging these talents to emerge; 

on the other hand, he has placed all his trust in Mary and he gives her all the credit for 

failure as well as for success. As he wrote to Brothers Antoine and Gonzague at Millery: 

 

Get Mary to take an interest in you, tell her that after you have done all you 

could, it is too bad for her if her business does not do well (LC, doc. 20). 

 

In the same letter to Brothers Antoine and Gonzague, Father Champagnat wrote: "My 

good friends, put yourselves all out to make your school run well". Seeing in Mary their 

ordinary resource is an attitude the Marist Brothers learned by facing each morning 

children who arrive for class and who must find a school that runs well. They bring to 

Marist spirituality something they learned in the classroom. 

 

The Marist Fathers bring to Marist spirituality something they first learned in the pulpit 

and the confessional. Jean-Claude Colin gave his best developments on Hidden and 

unknown in this world when talking about these ministries because in exercising them 

he had discovered the many facets of this apostolic approach. 

 

I note in our constitutions, which were approved less than a year ago, an invitation to 

empty "themselves of all self-seeking so that nothing will prevent the word of God from 

being heard" (number 23). Attention given to what may prevent the word of God from 

being heard seems to me typical of the angle from which the Marist Fathers, after Jean-

Claude Colin, have deepened the mystery of Mary as the mainstay of the Church at 

the end as at the beginning. 

In his face to face contact with the faithful in the confessional and in the pulpit, the 

missionary was in a good position to identify, in himself and in the image projected by 

the church, what caused resistance to the gospel message in his penitents or his 

hearers. But what openness, what availability is necessary in order to recognize in 

oneself the obstacle which creates resistance in the other. Partly thanks to his own 

antennas, but mostly because he learned to make himself present in a way that found 

its inspiration in the presence of Mary in the church, Jean-Claude Colin had developed 

an art of preaching and of hearing confessions which he taught the Marist Fathers of 

his day. 
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Sensitivity to what prevents the word of God from being heard is still today an important 

dimension of Marist spirituality. Within and outside the church, there are resistances, 

some hidden, others more open. If we know how to situate ourselves in the church of 

our time as we manage to perceive Mary situating herself in the newborn church, 

perhaps we shall be able to recognize in ourselves and in the image of the church we 

project what the women and the men of our time are really rejecting when they claim 

to be rejecting the gospel. 

 

Conclusion 

When the group of Marist aspirants met at Fourvière on July 23, 1816, the plan they 

nurtured constituted already a certain spirituality, a certain way of living the life of the 

Spirit to which they were called by baptism. Twenty years later, when the branch of 

priests was approved by the pope, that spirituality had been enriched by all that had 

been experienced in the course of those years by those who were happy to bear the 

name of Mary, priests, brothers, sisters, third order members. Their experience was 

the basis for a certain teaching and it took form in written rules. 

 

During the century and a half that has elapsed since, each of our congregations 

developed and deepened its own way of relating to Mary in response to the needs of 

the time. Marist tradition is now a treasure that has both great unity and great diversity. 

Your meeting today expresses a will to confirm this unity and this diversity, and it is 

based on the conviction that the spiritual experience that gave birth to our 

congregations can still contribute greatly to the life of the church. In the task of creative 

renewal which faces us, one of the most fruitful steps will perhaps be the one that leads 

us to learn from each other how the Fourvière plan is rich with yet unexplored 

virtualities. 

G. Lessard, SM | Rome, 24 September 1988 

A PASSING THOUGHT … 
 

A small notice displayed prominently in the Auckland 
Hospital reads: 

"You don't stop laughing when you grow old.  You grow old 
when you stop laughing".  Salutary advice for all of us to 
prevent us growing into grumpy old men. 

 

Brother John E. Fitzgibbon 
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October Gospel Reflections 
2 October | 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Luke 17:5-10 - The Power of Faith 
Faith is one of the greatest forces in the world and the most important possession in  
our life.  The chapter has spoken stern warnings to leaders who give scandal to ‘little  
ones’ vv.1-2); it has called for ready forgiveness of repentant sinners vv.3-4).  To live  
a life in the spirit of the Lord’s Prayer (11:2-4) demands a deep faith in the God of  
Jesus Christ.  The power in such faith is described as capable of uprooting the  
extensive root system of a mulberry tree. 
 
The parable of the Servant’s Wages warns us of the profound humility essential to  
such faith.  We are servants with regard to all we possess to do the work of the Lord.   
Whatever talents and responsibility we have in ministry are pure gift.  Our faith is to be 
 lived.  We cannot be satisfied with merely doing no more than our duty.  We must strive  
to excel.  The plea to increase one’s faith, to take one’s faith seriously is to clothe one 
self with the power of God.  For community leaders, they do not have a right to a reward 
 simply because of their status.  To serve others is a privilege that requires no further  
reward.  All is God’s gift – and call. 
 
9 October | 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Luke 17:11-19 - Salvation through 
Faith 
We are reminded that Jesus is on that long final journey to Jerusalem where he will 
deal with the worst of human sickness, sin, through his death and resurrection.  Here, 
his journey is broken by his meeting with the ten lepers.  The request for compassion 
is met with the instruction to go and carry out the Jewish prescription for healing of 
lepers.  Nine carried out the instruction of Jesus and gave thanks to God in the Jewish 
temple.  One, realizing that he had been healed, returned to thank Jesus himself, the 
source of healing.  The sad truth of subsequent history was that the Samaritans 
accepted the teaching of Jesus, given through his disciples.  Jews, by and large, did 
not. 
 
The long journey of Jesus to Jerusalem began with Samaritan hostility (9:51-53) and 
the wish on the part of the disciples to retaliate (9:54-55).  Now a Samaritan proves to 
be a good and grateful neighbour.  “Your faith has saved you” – the full experience of 
salvation goes beyond physical healing or rescue.  It means praising and thanking the 
God who sets us free. 
 
16 October | 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Luke 18:1-8 - The Need to Pray 
This Lukan parable is addressed to disciples.  It shows a widow crying out for help.  
She is used by Luke as an example for persistence in prayer, for seeking God with 
confidence.  Trusting prayer in the face of rejection and hostility was the lot of Jesus in 
his time and of his disciples in the early church.  The widow is in the right and is being 
denied justice; she cannot pay the judge the bribe he expects.  He prefers to favour 
her adversary who can afford bribes.  The words ‘keeps bothering me’ or ‘wears me 
out’ read in Hebrew ‘gives me a blow under the eye’ (blackens his face or destroys his 
reputation).  But the judge is shameless, and does not care. The best picture is Arabic: 
‘to give me a headache’ is nearest to ‘a blow in the head’.  The judge is convinced that 
the widow will never give up; her persistence has irritated him enough to force a 
favourable decision from him. 
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GOSPEL COMMENTARIES 
 

The last line is a problem.  Luke applies it to the parousia (end times) but Jesus’ own 
vindication/justice, seen in his resurrection, comes by way of the cross.  Fear 
dominates the little group of disciples as they near Jerusalem: “In the gathering gloom 
of intensified opposition we need not fear.  God has put his anger far away and he 
hears us.  We must trust and be steadfast in prayer.  We need not appeal to a 
disgruntled judge but to a loving Father who will vindicate his elect and will do so 
quickly.” [Bailey, K. E.]. 
 
23 October | 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time | Luke 18:9-14 - The Value of Humility 
The toll collector lacks any claim upon God but calls upon God’s mercy and is heard.  
The story proper shows the actions of the Pharisee and the toll collector in the temple.  
Later Jewish rabbis debated as to which type of person should be ranked over the 
other: the righteous observer of the Law or the penitent.  Luke’s sympathy is decidedly 
with the penitent.  The popular interpretation sees the parable as Jesus’ criticism of the 
flawed piety of the Pharisees of his day, and his showing of how true piety functions.  
Jesus brings a new way to approach God.   
 
Our first response might be “I am certainly glad that I am not like those Pharisees”.  But 
what is it exactly that the Pharisee says about the toll collector?  Are we right in 
interpreting the parable as Christianity being superior to Judaism?  Is this what Jesus 
wanted?  The original message of Jesus is lost when we praise ourselves as not like 
the Pharisee.  For that is exactly what the Pharisee does.  We trust in ourselves. 
 
‘Those who trust in themselves and treat others with contempt’ - the judgmental 
behaviour of this Pharisee was not typical of Pharisees in general, let alone of Judaism 
as a religion.  It affects all religions, Christianity included.  The focus of prayer is to be 
on God, not on oneself – and worse – upon the failings of one’s fellow human beings.  
It is sad to come across people who can only bolster their self-image by putting down 
other people.  So much in Luke’s gospel echoes Mary’s words on reversal: ‘putting 
down the mighty and exalting the lowly’ (1:52). 
 
30 October | 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time | Luke 19:1-10 - Salvation is Today 
The story of Zacchaeus is found only in Luke. It brings in some key themes of 
discipleship as Jesus nears the end of his long journey to Jerusalem.  Zacchaeus is a 
wealthy man as he is the “chief of the tax collectors” and seen by Jewish leaders as 
the “chief of sinners.” The question of the proper use of wealth is thus addressed again, 
and also the issue of eating with sinners. There is the usual murmuring about Jesus’ 
association with sinners but this time Jesus’ behavior is seen as worse because he 
does not wait to be invited to the tax collector’s house. He invites himself; the shepherd 
seeking the one lost sheep, and the sharing of hospitality. 
 
Zacchaeus is an attractive figure, spontaneous and impetuous, given to extravagant 
statements. But there is a deep genuineness. Though he is a person of some 
importance, his position does not prevent him from climbing the sycamore tree nor 
from publicly admitting his guilt and professing his repentance. Jesus takes the 
initiative in this conversion story, but Zacchaeus had to be ready for the saving wordor 
it would not have been effective.  Jesus says this is a son of Abraham, even if he is a 
tax collector.  

He should not be driven out because of his failings but helped to find his way back to 
the flock. Jesus’  
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CHAMPAGNAT MARIST PILLARS 

Champagnat Marist Pillars for Community Life 

To Make Jesus Known and Loved 
Our charism today is clearly expressed through the implementation 
of the Champagnat Marist Pillars in our schools and other ministries.  
 

In community we express our charism through the Champagnat Marist Pillars for 
Community Life.  These Pillars are to be incorporated into the design of the new 
community residence in Onehunga. 
 

Seekers of God 

 Prayerful 

 Silent reflection 

 Mystics and Prophets 

 

Followers of Mary 

 ‘Do as He says’ 

 Being open to God’s Call 

 Respond whole heartedly 

 

Weavers of Brotherhood 

 Sense of belonging 

 Warm and welcoming 

 Attentive to the needs of others 

 

Promoters of Mission 

 Solidarity 

 Global Availability 

 Working with others 

 

Narrators of Simplicity 

 Genuineness 

 Open to potential of others 

 Accepting people as they are 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

For Our Recently Deceased 
 
Mr Jack McCaffery: formerly Brother Liguori, died in Palmerston North recently 
Mr Andrew Jerwarlal: formerly Brother Andrew, died in Auckland early September 

 

Brothers with Health Concerns  
 

Brother Emilian O’Dowd 
Brother Eugene Kabanguka 
Brother James McBride 
Brother William Lawson  
Brother Romuald Gibson 
Brother Aidan Benefield 
Brother Roger Dowling     
 

Others to keep in our prayers 
Mrs Janne Pender 

Mr Jack McCaffrey (formerly Brother Ligouri) 

Mrs Linda Kilkenny, of Liston Village, generous friend of many Brothers 

Mr Hugh Lavelle, brother of Brother Paul RIP  

Pa Tony Brown 
Mrs Val Moynihan, sister of Brother Ray Harold RIP 
Mr Thomas Brown 
Mrs Vitalina Guibreteau 
Mr Brendan Cole 
Mr Philip Fenn, brother of Brother Kieran, ill with terminal cancer 
  
 

Other Intentions 
 

For our New Era Leadership Projects 
For Refugees throughout the Word 
For our active part during the Year of Mercy 
For our Jubilarians of this year - 2016 
Our young Brothers in Temporary Profession 
Our Brothers involved in School Apostolates 
For our Ad Gentes Projects & Personnel 
For our District Leader – Brother David  
For our Provincial – Brother Peter Carroll 
For the members and work of the FM Connection Community, Auckland 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Community Bulletin – September 2016 | page 32 

APRIL DISTRICT CALENDAR 

 

 

MARIST PUBLICATIONS 
(Brother Bryan’s return address) 

28 Dunstall Place 
Mangere Bridge, Auckland 2022 

NEW ZEALAND  
Phone: (09) 636 9626 

E-mail: nzpublications.fms@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    October Memorials 
2nd  Br Charise Gras 1884 
4th Br Emilian Andrew 1942 
7th Br Anselm Butler 1939 
8th Br Colman Spurway 1963 
8th Br Hilary Conroy 1997 
9th Br Karl Neher 1969 
9th Br Felix Bentley 2001 
10th Br Fergus Gilbert 1945 
12th Br Arthur Bradshaw 1951 
15th Br Luke Reidy 1959 
15th Br Stephen Coll 1988 
16th Br Matthew McFadden 1916 
17th Br Brendan Hill 1962 
18th Br Mark Lenehan 1904 
22nd Br Leonard Leeney 1939 
23rd Br Emilian Clay 1949 
25th Br Liguori Donnelly 1897 
25th Br Louis Athanase Kilbourg 1943 
26th Br Celestine McPhellamy 1890 
26th Br Michael Bernzott 1975 
26th  Br Paulo Guibreteau 2010 
27th Br Irenaeus Vaughan 1957 
29th Br Canute Quinn 1919 
29th Br Ernest Powell 1977 
30th Br Kevin Sheehy 1972 
31st  Br Claudius Pettit 2015 
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   October Birthdays 
2nd Br David McDonald 

3rd Br Edward Clisby 

5th Br Patrick Bignell 
7th Br Desmond Quirke 
14th Br Graeme Clisby 
22nd Br Kevin O’Malley 
26th Br Kees van der Weert 
31st Br Denis Gallavin 

 


