
 

 
 
 
 

D ear Fellow Marists, 

 

I send warm greetings to you all as we enter into 

a new liturgical year in this season of Advent. It 

is indeed a very special time as we are invited by 

the Church to recollect ourselves and reflect on 

our lives in contemplative prayer in order to cele-

brate the birth of Jesus Christ our Saviour with 

joy and peace at Christmas. It is also a moment to 

be grateful and giving thanks for the many expe-

riences received during the last 200 years as an 

Institute in the Church. 

 

During the last few months, many things have 

happened in our Marist world. On the District 

level, we had the District Mission Assembly of 

Brothers and Lay Marists. And together we cele-

brated as a District 200 years of the Institute’s 

existence. After the Mission Assembly, the Broth-

ers had the District Chapter, where they were in-

vited to discern on three main areas; MISSION, 

CONSECRATED LIFE and FUTURE.  

 

Throughout the two events, there was 

a great spirit of communion and col-

laboration. There was an openness to 

share experiences. Some of these ex-

periences were very life-giving and 

some others were difficult and chal-

lenging, but with those different expe-

riences, we were invited to listen to 

one another and to see what is the 

best way to support each other and move forward 

as a District.  

 

The focus question of these two events was: 

“What is the New Lavalla for the District of 

Melanesia?” In the beginning we were all invited 

to enter into this assembly with an open mind, 

open heart and open spirit. We were asked to lis-

ten to one another with respect and try to see 

things from a different point of view, to let go of 

the deeply held positions and opinions and to sus-

pend judgements that have been developed over 

years.  

 

As Marists together, this invitation of listening 

has to be an ongoing exercise for us individually 

and as a community. Listening with an open 

mind, open heart and open spirit is the only way 

to change our way of living and doing things. 

Without that we cannot be able to experience 

something new in life. A New Beginning or a New 

Lavalla starts from within our personal inner self. 

We cannot talk about a New Lavalla if we don’t 

change our attitudes towards the way we live our 

Marist life in each community, or our attitudes 

towards the way we carry out our ministry. I be-

lieve this invitation to listen with an open mind, 

an open heart and an open spirit is an invitation 

for change at a personal level. This requires hon-

esty and transparency in what we are doing as 

Marists, Brothers and Lay togeth-

er. 

 

 When someone calls himself or 

herself Marist; he or she is com-

mitting their lives to live as a 

Marist. It is a call, a commitment, 

a way of life but not merely a 

name that I place on my person to 

tell others that I belong to the 

group. Whether we are Marist Brothers or Lay 

Marists, we are called to witness Jesus Christ to 

the young people in our way of life as religious 
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and married people. 

 

The Bicentenary celebrations of the Institute 

were good opportunities for us to renew our com-

mitment to live Marcellin’s Spirit and Charism 

in a more radical way. It was a moment of joy 

and thanksgiving for all the Marists who had 

gone before us, those who have contributed to 

keep the Marist Spirit alive in many parts of the 

District and the Institute. But more than that, it 

was an opportunity to celebrate and be grateful 

for being part and belong to this Institute that 

Marcellin Champagnat started 200 years ago. As 

Marists of today we are called to keep the Marist 

Spirit alive into the future. The Marist torch or 

flame was passed on to us during these Bicen-

tenary celebrations. Only you and I have the 

choice to keep the torch or flame burning in this 

part of our Marist world. The District Assembly 

and Chapter gave us many directions to keep the 

torch and flame burning therefore we must work 

together to take the directions forward and make 

them become real.  

 

The 22nd General Chapter held in Rionegro, Co-

lumbia was also an opportunity for us Marist to 

continue finding ways to keep this Marist Spirit 

alive at the Institute level. It was a moment in 

which we treasured the richness of our diversity 

as a global family.  

 

The core of the message of the chapter is cap-

tured in this slogan: “Journeying Together as 

a Global Family”. There are five calls that are 

expressed through this prayer that came out 

from the chapter: Let me quote from the Message 

of the XXII General Chapter:  

Transform us Jesus, and send us 

as a global charismatic family, a beacon of 

hope in this turbulent world, 

to be the face and hands of your tender  

mercy. 

Inspire our creativity to be bridge-builders, 

to journey with children and young people 

on the margins of life, 

and to respond boldly to emerging needs. 

 

The message is the result of an exercise of discern-

ment of the capitulars, who sought to answer two 

fundamental questions: 

Who is God asking us to be in this emerging 

world? 

What is God asking us to do in this emerging 

world? 

The five calls, which are answers to these ques-

tions, are applied in five areas of Marist life and 

mission: our vocation as Brothers; our mis-

sion; Brother-Lay relationship, as Marists of 

Champagnat; government and how we use 

our resources. 

 

Fellow Marists, what the Message of the XXII 

General Chapter is inviting us to do; is to read 

these calls in a contemplative atmosphere, to re-

flect on how we can make them a reality in our 

personal lives and of those who belong to our 

communities and families. And as we reflect on 

these calls, let us be open to the Spirit like Mary, 

to welcome God as Saviour into our lives. Christ-

mas is a time of joy and happiness, a time of hope 

and peace.  

But there are so many displaced people whom 

many of them are children, are searching to ex-

perience joy, happiness, hope and peace of 

Christmas but they can’t because they have been 

forced to flee away from their countries. They are 

searching for a better and safe future for their 

children but it is not easy. 

 

Therefore let us remember and pray for all these 

displaced children, the poor, the homeless, who 

really don’t have hope for the future because they 

don’t know where the life that they are living will 

lead them to. May the light and blessing of 

Christmas be their hope, so that they may find 

peace and comfort. 

 

Dear Fellow Marists it is in the same spirit and 

thought that I am wishing you a very HAPPY 

AND JOYOUS CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILIES.  

EMMANUEL, GOD IS WITH US! 

 

 

God bless you.  

 

 

 

 

Jean Marie BATICK 
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District Leader’s Letter in French  

C hers compagnons et amis maristes, 

 
Je vous salue chaleureusement en ces temps nous entrons dans une 
nouvelle année liturgique en cette saison de l'Avent et Noel. C'est vrai-
ment un moment très spécial car nous sommes invités par l'Église à 
nous recueillir et à réfléchir sur nos vies dans la prière contemplative 
afin de célébrer la naissance de Jésus-Christ notre Sauveur avec joie et 
paix à Noël. C'est aussi un moment de gratitude et de remerciement 
pour les nombreuses expériences reçues au cours des 200 dernières 
années en tant qu'Institut dans l'Église. 
 
Au cours des derniers mois, beaucoup de choses se sont passées dans 
notre monde mariste. Au niveau du District, nous avons eu l'Assemblée 
de Mission de District des Frères et des Laïcs Maristes. Et ensemble, 
nous avons célébré en tant que District 200 ans d'existence de l'Institut. 
Après l'Assemblée de la Mission, les Frères ont eu le Chapitre de Dis-
trict, où ils ont été invités à discerner sur trois domaines principaux; 
MISSION, VIE CONSACRÉE et AVENIR. 
 
Tout au long des deux événements, il y avait un grand esprit de com-
munion et de collaboration. Il y avait une ouverture à partager des ex-
périences. Certaines de ces expériences ont été très vivantes et d'autres 
ont été difficiles. Mais avec ces différentes expériences, nous avons été 
invités à écouter les uns les autres et à voir quelle est la meilleure façon 
de nous soutenir mutuellement et d'avancer en tant que District. 
 
La question centrale de ces deux événements était: "Quel est le Nou-

veau Lavalla pour le District de Mélanésie?" Au début, nous étions 
tous invités à entrer dans cette assemblée avec une pensée ouverte, un 
cœur ouvert et un esprit ouvert. On nous a demandé d'écouter l'autre 
avec respect et d'essayer de voir les choses d'un point de vue différent. 
Et de laisser aller les positions et les opinions profondément ancrées et 
de suspendre les jugements qui ont été développés au cours des années. 
 
En tant que maristes, cette invitation à l'écoute doit être un exercice 
continu pour nous, individuellement et en tant que communauté. Écou-
ter avec une pensée ouverte, un cœur ouvert et un esprit ouvert est la 
seule façon de changer notre façon de vivre et de faire les choses. Sans 
cela, nous ne pouvons pas expérimenter quelque chose de nouveau 
dans la vie. Un Nouveau Commencement ou un Nouveau Lavalla part 
de notre intérieur personnel. Nous ne pouvons pas parler d'un Nou-
veau Lavalla si nous ne changeons pas nos attitudes envers la façon 
dont nous vivons notre vie mariste en communauté, ou nos attitudes 
envers la façon dont nous exerçons notre ministère. Je crois que cette 
invitation à écouter avec une pensée ouverte, un cœur ouvert et un 
esprit ouvert est une invitation au changement à un niveau personnel. 
Cela exige de l'honnêteté et de la transparence dans ce que nous faisons 
en tant que maristes, frères et laïcs. 
 
 Quand quelqu'un se nomme Mariste; il ou elle s'engage à vivre comme 
mariste. C'est un appel, un engagement, un mode de vie, mais pas sim-
plement un nom que je la colle sur ma personne pour dire aux autres 
que j'appartiens au groupe. Que nous soyons frères maristes ou laïcs 
maristes, nous sommes appelés à témoigner de Jésus-Christ aux jeunes 
dans notre façon de vivre en tant que religieux et mariés. 
 
Les célébrations du Bicentenaire de l'Institut ont été de bonnes occa-
sions pour nous de renouveler notre engagement à vivre l'Esprit et le 
Charisme de Marcellin d'une manière plus radicale. Ce fut un moment 
de joie et d'action de grâce pour tous les Maristes qui nous ont précédés. 
Ceux qui ont contribué à maintenir l'esprit mariste dans de nombreuses 
parties du District et de l'Institut. Mais plus que cela, c'était l'occasion 
de célébrer et d'être reconnaissant de faire partie de cet Institut que 
Marcellin Champagnat a commencé il y a 200 ans. En tant que maristes 
d'aujourd'hui, nous sommes appelés à garder l'esprit mariste vivant 
dans le futur. Le flambeau ou la flamme mariste nous a été transmis lors 
de ces célébrations du Bicentenaire. Seuls vous et moi avons le choix de 
garder la torche ou la flamme allumée dans cette partie de notre monde 
mariste. L'Assemblée et le Chapitre du District nous ont donné de nom-
breuses directions pour garder le flambeau et la flamme allumées, donc 
nous devons travailler ensemble pour prendre les directions en avant et 

les rendre réelles. 
 
Le 22ème Chapitre Général tenu à Rionegro, en Colombie, fut aussi une 
opportunité pour nous Maristes de continuer à trouver des moyens de 
garder cet Esprit Mariste vivant au niveau de l'Institut. Ce fut un mo-
ment où nous avons chéri la richesse de notre diversité en tant qu’une 
famille globale. 
 
Le cœur du message du chapitre est capturé dans ce slogan: 
«Cheminons comme famille globale». Il y a cinq appels qui sont expri-
més à travers cette prière qui est sortie du chapitre: Permettez-moi de 
citer le Message du XXIIe Chapitre général: 
 

Jésus, transforme-nous et envoie-nous 
en tant que famille charismatique globale, phare d’espérance en ce 

monde turbulent, 
pour être le visage et les mains de ta tendre miséricorde. 

Inspire notre créativité afin que nous soyons des constructeurs de 
ponts, 

en cheminant avec les enfants et les jeunes marginalisés de la vie, 
et en répondant avec audace aux nécessités émergentes. 

 
Le message est le résultat d'un exercice de discernement des capitulaires, qui 
ont cherché à répondre à deux questions fondamentales: 
Qui est-ce que Dieu nous demande d'être dans ce monde émergent? 
Qu'est-ce que Dieu nous demande de faire dans ce monde émergent? 
 
Les cinq appels, qui sont des réponses à ces questions, sont dans cinq domaines 
de la vie et de la mission maristes: notre vocation de Frères; notre mission; 
Relation frère-laïc, comme Maristes de Champagnat; gouvernement et 
comment nous utilisons nos ressources.  
 
Compagnons maristes, ce que le message du XXIIe Chapitre général 
nous invite à faire; est de lire ces appels dans une atmosphère contem-
plative, de réfléchir à la façon dont nous pouvons les concrétiser dans 
nos vies personnelles et de ceux qui appartiennent à nos communautés 
et à nos familles. Et alors que nous réfléchissons à ces appels, soyons 
ouverts à l'Esprit comme Marie, pour accueillir Dieu comme Sauveur 
dans nos vies. Noël est un temps de joie et de bonheur, un temps d'es-
poir et de paix. Mais il y a tellement de personnes déplacées dont beau-
coup sont des enfants, qui cherchent à connaître la joie, le bonheur, 
l'espoir et la paix de Noël, mais ils ne peuvent pas parce qu'ils ont été 
forcés de fuir leur pays. Ils cherchent un avenir meilleur et surtout pour 
leurs enfants, mais ce n'est pas facile. Par conséquent, souvenons-nous 
et prions pour tous ces enfants déplacés, les pauvres, les sans-abri, qui 
n'ont vraiment pas d'espoir pour l'avenir parce qu'ils ne savent pas où 
la vie qu'ils vivent les mènera. Que la lumière et la bénédiction de Noël 
soient leur espoir, afin qu'ils puissent trouver la paix et le réconfort.  
 
Compagnons et amis Maristes, c'est dans le même esprit et la même 
pensée que je vous souhaite un très JOYEUX NOËL A VOUS ET À 
VOS FAMILLES. EMMANUEL, DIEU EST AVEC NOUS!  
 
Que Dieu vous bénisse.  
 

 
 
 

 Jean Marie BATICK 
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Bicentenary Reflections – St. Joseph’s 
Tenaru 

S t. Joseph’s Catholic Secondary School – 

Tenaru celebrated the 200 Years of 

Marist Anniversary on the 4th and 5th Au-

gust 2017. The two days celebrations 

were indeed enjoyable and remarkable. 

Many former students came and joined in 

the celebrations. As a school community 

we were very excited and happy about the 

whole celebration. We are all grateful for 

the presence of parents and ex-students 

who came and spoke about their experi-

ences and life at school. 

There were so many good things that were 

recalled and expressed about the work of 

the Marist Brothers in Solomon Islands. 

This was indeed a manifestation of the 

Champagnat spirit that was so real and in 

action in those early days. There is no 

denial the Marist Brothers and Marist 

Fathers all made a huge and significant 

impact on the lives of many of those for-

mer students who came through St. jo-

seph’s over the years of its existence. It 

was also mentioned that the Brothers 

made real and genuine  sacrifices in an 

attempt to educate young Solomon Is-

landers. There were issues of finance and 

food, harsh environments and isolation 

but the Brothers did not abandon their 

mission. The challenges of the first 200 

years will be the same for the next 200 

years. What we need is a new attitude 

driven by soul (spirit) leadership, mind 

(intellect) leadership and heart (love, mer-

cy) leadership. 

Today, we are a historical by-product of 

the Marist Brothers’ labour and commit-

ment to the mission. The invitation for us 

all in the next 200 years in my view would 

be for us students and teachers to take 

ownership of the Charism. We are called 

to radiate the Champagnat attitude and 

character to those around us. It is not easy 

but with God’s grace we can. Let us dig 

deeper into the last 200 years of our Mar-

ist tradition and be inspired by it to move 

into the New La Valla with trust and hope 

in God.          

 Abraham    Hihiru 

I t was an occasion of Celebration and thanksgiving. Thank You Marist Brothers (fms) for providing 

education worldwide which we are blessed to be part of. 

As Solomon Islanders, we are grateful for all that has been done by the Brothers since their arrival in 

Solomon Islands in 1938 to educate our young people for last 75 years. The invitation is for all of us 

students, teachers, parents and former students to take ownership of the Marist charism and continue 

with the work started by St. Marcellin Champagnat 200 years ago.  Collin Kokwasu 

A s a student, the Bicentenary is a great experience. I have come to discover and realize the true spirit of 

the Marist. The Marist Brothers who started this school had a vision and mission. Their mission is 

what we see today in our school. St. Joseph’s is one of the top schools in the Solomons. It is because of the 

love and the true spirit of Marcellin Champagnat that drove the Brothers to start this school. 

I also realize that students in the past faced a lot more challenges than us today in terms of clothing, sta-

tioneries, money etc. but they still managed to succeed. It is because the Brothers and the teachers treasur-

ing the charism and practising the pillars of Marist education. 

This event really helped me to see clearly the hardworking people behind the running of the school. I am so 

grateful and thankful for the Marist Brothers who started this school. I stand even more proud to be a student here.  Marion Oeta 

P ersonally, the Bicentenary celebration was a very new experience indeed. It really gave me the 

chance to actually know the important history of the school and the Marist Brothers. The event 

actually gave me the chance to see and actually appreciate the hardwork and effort which our past stu-

dents, teachers and Brothers put into shaping and forming the school into what it is today. 

In addition, there were moments of fun and excitement as we listened to stories of the ex-students and 

take into heart their encouraging words.   Junior Timothy Doedoke  

 

I t was from the Bicentenary Celebrations that I learnt that Marist Brothers (fms) existed 200 years ago. 

Marist Education began 200 years ago. It was indeed an opportunity of reflection, turning back pages on 

the history of Marist education. According to history, it was not all smooth sailing or easy undertakings for the 

Brothers. They went through a lot of challenges. These challenges gave them strength, courage and power to 

instil the values of the Marist education to Solomon Islanders whom they were in contact with.            

 Abraham Haiuasi 
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Bicentenary Celebrations Around the District 

A s a Student of the Bahai faith, the Bicentenary celebrations was something I looked forward to as I 

wanted to experience a Christian (Catholic) event for the first time. It was quite similar to that of my 

own Bahai faith who also celebrated a big event like the bicentenary. For me it was a moment of joy, happi-

ness and get together of all believers. It was also a time for sharing of experiences and a time to remember 

how strong and committed we are to our own faith. 

On those two days, students worked hard preparing to participate in the events. There were also important 

church leaders who attended as it was an important event to remember. There was a lot of excitement and 

joy as there were many activities happening and the teachers and students enjoyed the celebrations. 

Though, there are differences in many ways to my own faith, I believe that people are united and happy 

when there is one common understanding and tolerance of different faiths, churches and beliefs.    Rohani Elesi 

T he bicentenary experience for me was wonderful. I learnt many things from it. Things that help me to 

learn more about “who I am or what I am now and I know that they will also lead me to my destina-

tion or who I will be in the future.” My bicentenary experience taught me how to face my challenges with 

confidence. “How to overcome my fears and many more.” The experience I love most being a student is, it 

teaches me about the five pillars of Marist ; Presence, Love of work, Humility/Simplicity and Family Spirit 

and In the Way of Mary.  Jieska Maetasi 

T he bicentenary experience is a time of renewal of the Marist Spirituality in me. It has given me a wonder-

ful chance to recollect, reflect and refocus on many wonders that the Marist Brothers had planted in me 

for the past twenty seven years. Walking along the footsteps of Marist was not that easy. It really needed reg-

ular contact in prayer and union. It is a life-giving experience that needed renewal each time. Therefore, with 

this bicentenary experience after some twenty seven years, it has given me much joy, strength, courage and 

endurance, to continue on with the Marist spirituality in me, my family, community and my school every day. 

 Godfrey Waronitepe 

A s a student of St. Joseph’s Tenaru, there are many experiences that made who I am today. By re-

flecting on my personal experience during the bicentenary celebration, I could see that I achieved 

a lot of things in terms of leadership skills and knowledge. As a member of St. Joseph’s catholic second-

ary school, I was very glad that I had the experience of getting interest with different people that I had 

never met them before. According to the different speakers whom shared their experience during the 

bicentenary celebration they said that, in order for you to succeed in your life, you have to be a hard 

working person even though you face some kinds of challenges in your own life. To me I regard the 

different experience that I acquired as a gift being given to me by somebody so that I can use it as a 

path forward in my own life.        Evans Walter 

T he Marist Brothers Bicentenary was a time of celebrations 

as well a time of discernment into the future;Celebrations 

included looking back at Champagnat Marist very humble begin-

nings to the present times. I found the tracing back of the Cham-

pagnat Marist History in Melanesia quite amazing. I take my hat 

off to those Marists that have gone before us because of the many 

struggles and challenges they faced that have brought us all this 

far. 

It was also a time of looking ahead to “What’s next? Where to 

from here? What will it look like in the future? How can we do 

this differently so that it is applicable to our time, cultures and 

people and not lose the very essence of Champagnat’s Vision and 

Mission?  

As Champagnat Marists today, it is up to us now to continue to 

live out Champagnat’s dream of educating and working with 

young people in our care in making Jesus Christ known and 

loved.   Ruth Hihiru 
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5th District Chapter and Assembly 

My personal experience during the assembly of Brothers 

and Lay, coming together as Brothers and Lay I felt Marist 

Brothers Mission in the District of Melanesia with Solomon 

Islands Marcellin Champagnat in the way of Mary. 

 

As days passed by, it seems that St Marcellin Champagnat 

through Mary for Jesus call for Marist Brothers and Lay 

people to listen, hear and see what had been missing, left 

out or not been in order according to the original La Valla 

and Champagnat’s visions for those in need and to know 

Jesus. 

 

The assembly reached its summit and I felt that through 

the presentations we listen and hear the call for the service, 

where Brothers and Lay clearly see what is missing and 

what needs to be in place. 

 

The outcome of the assembly was very well content and the 

summary of our discussions was recorded on papers. I be-

lieve the summary of our group presentations are things 

that needs to be in place so that we can make a simple be-

ginning for the New La Valla. When pondering and writing 

this reflection I remembered some phrases form Br Michael 

De Waas presentation which reads, “There were only two 

days in a year that nothing can be done, yesterday 

and tomorrow, why not we start now.” 

 

Jonathan Malefo Aba 

St Marcellen Primary School  

Vanga  

Personal reflection for the Assembly Participants  

As I reflect on our theme “New La Valla” 

 

We started another new beginning of journey in our mission as Marist. Father Marcellin began the foundation of the mis-

sion at La Valla, now the new mission is in our hands as Brothers and Lay to carry on the work started by Fr Marcellin 

200 years ago.  

We have to work together towards our call as Brothers and Lay to make Jesus known to the young people. Br Michael 

mention in his presentation, we must learn to be patience, we must be connected and communicate with each other and 

aslso we must have time each day to connect with God through silence and meditation. As Marist I should guide by the 

five Pillars. Presence, Simplicity, Love of Work, Family Spirit and In the Way of Mary. This is our key as Marist. 

 

Raymond Measo 

St Dominic RTC  

Vanga  
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Bicentenary Celebrations St Michel 

Bicentenary Celebrations in Bougainville 
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5th District Chapter and Assembly 
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Bicentenary Celebrations Port Moresby in Pictures 
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District Finance 

District Finances 

In 2017,  the District Finance had been going through a lot of financial development programs, 

aligning itself in accordance with New Models, in the Institute of the Marist Brothers.  The District 

Finance Office had collaborate and shared with the Oceania Region (District of Pacific and Aus-

tralia Province) the challenges and realities that it had faced when attending the Financial Admin-

istration Network (FAN) . During the year, the District Finance Office had attended two (2) FAN 

meetings and one Provincial & District Bursars meeting in Rome , Italy.  

Attending these meetings, the District had  accomplished   updating it’s financial records  and in-

vestments, completed property valuation on district properties,  financial and administration poli-

cies  and created finance and administrative network with Bursars  and Finance officers  within 

the district. 

Below are some of the photos taken in relation to the  FAN that District Finance part-takes. 

Projects  

With the help of  the Australia Marist Solidarity, the District of Melanesia had developed and com-

pleted  few small projects within the District. Projects that are completed this year 2017 includes 

Piggery Project in Laumanasa Community. Other on going projects includes staff housing and 

School Administration for St. Joseph’s Secondary School in Tenaru, Solomon Islands. Computer 

Laboratory Project in St. Joseph’s College Mabiri , Arawa, Autonomous Region of Bougainville, Pa-

pua New Guinea.  

The District ,in liaison with the Australia Marist Solidarity , is now working on new projects  to be 

implemented next year 2018.  The new projects includes Kitchen for St. Michel in Santo, Vanuatu 

and a school community hall for St. Anne High School. District Finance also see that there is a 

need to build a New Staff Administration  and good water and sanitation system for St. Dominic 

Rural Training Centre, in Vanga, Solomon Islands. 

The Brothers  Community in Laumanasa , Formation House is  also in a desperate need  of clean 

water and sanitation  for candidates and postulants to use.  

Below are some of the photos taken in relates to the projects. 

Future District Finance Plans  

Finance future plans  is to see , if it can contribute ideas (projects) to help District  to be financial-

ly sustain in 10 to 20 years time. District Finance will be guided by the District Strategic Plan for 

the next three years and hope to see good things , happening in the district.  

 

 

 

 

District Kina District Kina 

TalksTalks  
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Fig.1. Below shows Provincial & District’s Bursars Meeting in Rome on March 

28th to 31st ,2017. 
Fig.2 .Br.Rodney  Pauru attending FAN Meeting in 

Brisbane on September 14th ,2017. 

Fig.3. Completed Piggery Project for Brothers in Laumanasa 

Community. 

Fig.4. Below shows the current water system which will be 

replaced with New Tanks for Laumanasa Community. 

Fig.5. Below is location of New Administration Building for St. 

Dominic Rural Training Centre, Vanga Point. 
Fig.6. A New Water System will be developed for Vanga replacing 

the current water system and sanitation. 
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Child Rights and Advocacy 

Child right awareness at St Michaels’ Primary School  

 

Marist Youth in Divine Word University has been growing consistently. We 

are so happy that more and more students are willing to take part in the activi-

ties we organize and be the change that we want to see in the world. So far, the 

Marist youth of Divine Word University had reached three schools. That in-

cludes Lutheran Day primary school in 2015, Kusbau Primary school in 2016 

and this year saw us speaking to the St. Michaels primary school students. The 

students that we speak to in each respective school are well over five hundred. 

The topics that are being discussed are more revolved with Child right aware-

ness.  

 

The Marist Youth Organization in Divine Word University believe that by 

sharing those child right awareness topics with the school students, it would 

really help free them from day to day abuses. On that note, after each aware-

ness programs, teachers of each respective school ask us if we can do more of 

the same. On the same token, we have greater hearts and plans as the organiza-

tion continues to grow, to reach to the uttermost parts of Madang province. In 

addition, with enough funds, we would like to reach the other parts of Papua 

New Guinea as well. Nothing changes if nothing changes. Thus, we believe 

that by taking the first step to lend our helping hand, and then truly will we see 

the change we want to see in this world.   

By Glen Burua 
Communication Arts Year 2 
Divine Word University 

Br Stanley Bakere & the Marist Youth of DWU after a 

successful awareness with the teachers and students of 

St Michaels’ Primary School (Sek). 

Members of the Marist Youth group putting on a role play 

for the teachers and students in their awareness. 
Br Stanley Bakere talking to the teachers and students  
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M arist Adult Youths comprises students from all faculties of 

the Divine Word University. The group’s way of life hails from the 

philosophical background of Marist brothers. They carried out the 

first Child Rights Awareness in 2015 and in 2016  and again, the 

Marist Adult Youth reached out to the Kusbau Primary School. The 

gathering was in the University’s chapel. This time more than 700 

students attended. The primary school Students were eager to par-

ticipate and they enjoyed it. Teachers were interviewed by the Com-

munication Arts Students who were also the members of the Marist 

Adult Youth to share their view about the awareness.  

Child Rights Awareness at St Michael’s Primary School (Madang Province, Papua New Guinea) 

Marist Youth Pioneers of the Child Rights Awareness  
Program in Divine Word University   
 

 

This year, 2017, was another year for the Marist Adult 

Youth; new energy was put into the group and more enthu-

siastic young men and women joined the group. There were 

about 40 members. The young adults under the supervision 

of the Marist Brothers at Divine Word University endeav-

oured to assist in helping to put an end to social issues af-

fecting youths.  The aim is to empower youths to be an 

agent of change within their own communities. Thus, the 

youths in Primary Schools were targeted. In this year’s 

awareness of Child Rights, the Marist Adult Youths were 

not able to engage schools in the Madang town area.  

 

The Marist Adult Youth group decided to reach out to the 

schools outside of the town area. They decided to travel out 

to the North Coast of beautiful Madang. Fortunately, the 

Saint Michael Primary School accepted the initiative of the 

group. The next day was exciting for the group t was a new 

experience for many of them since it was their first time 

and also there were new members in the group. All in all, 

the presentation was just amazing! There were four groups,  

the first group presented on Rights, the second  presented 

on Responsibility, third and the fourth group who were sup-

posed to present on needs and wants however decide to do a 

role play. The atmosphere was alive for the young students 

of the Saint Michael Primary School when the short role 

play into their Rights was explained to them. There were 

more than 800 students at that awareness besides that, 

students and staff were asked to give their views.   Joshua 

Kiruhia a Communication Arts Students who also works for 

the Gender Violence made an online call to the service of 

Child Rights in which students and staff were able to listen 

live on air to the service which could help students who are 

abused. 

After the Awareness session, Br. Stanley Bakere and volun-

teers from the group helped guide students to a beautiful 

site near the domestic girls school centre for lunch. It was 

beautiful. The lagoon and the sea view gave freshness to the 

somewhat tired young Marist youths.  

  

The Marist Adult Youth program executes one of Marcel-

lin’s dream which is to work among the young, especially 

the most neglected. And I note from the book, “In the Foot-

steps of Champagnat,” article # 54; “If we want to be faith-

ful to our charism, we will be constantly alert to the chang-

ing social and cultural forces that influence how young peo-

ple see themselves. These forces also affect them spiritually, 

emotionally, socially and physically.” 

  

By Kingsley Nicholas Winuain 
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CHILD PROTECTION  
ADVOCACY  
 
Greetings fellow Marist and Readers 
 
During my visit to our schools through-
out this year I talked to the students 
mainly about their Rights, Responsibility 
and their Relationship among Peer 
groups, and with the teachers I talked to 
them about the New Code of Conduct 
for Marist Schools Melanesia. 
Some students are becoming aware of 
their rights as children but they do not 
understand that these rights come with 
responsibility. And throughout my visits 

this year to all our schools in the District 
I emphasized on student about their re-
sponsibility as students in the school and 
as children back in their own families.  
 
From the 22nd -31st March I visited St 
Joseph’s College Mabiri, Bougainville. 
The presentation started off with the 
teachers on the weekend and I was as-
sisted by Mr Chris Lus and continue on 
to Monday with the upper primary 
school students. Speaking to them about 
their rights and responsibility and a good 
relationship among their peer groups, the 
other three day saw grade 9’s, grade 10’s 
and the Occupational Skills Training 

(Vocational) students learning more 
about their rights, responsibility and 
ways to relate well with their peer 
groups.   
 
 

Students of St Joseph’s College Mabiri 

during their group discussion & 

Presentation 

Then my visit to St Joseph Tenaru, St Dominic's and St Marcelin’s Vanga in July and St Michele College Santo, I gave a talk 
to students mainly on rights, responsibility and relationships. 

St Joseph’s Students Tenaru 

St Marcellin’s Students Vanga 

St Michele Students Santo 
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Bicentenary Reflections 

The main purpose of my visit this year to all our schools in the District is to talk to the teachers and ancillary staff about the 
New Code of Conducts for Marist Schools Melanesia which will become effective next year 2018.  

Mabiri High School Teachers par-

ticipate in group discussion 

Bernard Kangu Primary School 

Teachers participated in group 

discussion 

Remember Child Protection is everyone’s business. Be aware that Child Abuse break PNG law, Offend God, Damage Lives 

and weaken our Nation. 

Thank you and God bless all. 

Andrew Litanga-Marist Child Rights Advocator 

B icentenary reminds me about all the e latest missionaries who had offered their lives for the mission. NEW LAVALLA IS THAT THE 

NEW JOURNEY THE NEW STEP AND IT SPEAKS TO ME THAT AS BRS AND LAY ME NEED TO REFORM OUR WAYS OF 

LIVING TO REALY FOCUS ON THE 5 PILLARS ST MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT HAD PREPARED FOR US AND TO SAY NO TO 

NEGATIUE AND YES TO THE MISSION THE THAT IS READY FOR LET US ALL PUT ALL OUR MINDS AND HEARTS TOGETH-

ER AND FOCUS ON OUR GO FOR OUR MISSION IN THE FOOT STEPS OF OUR FOUNDER. ~SIPORA QORA~  
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Bicentenary Talk Benedict 

Tooming 

On behalf of the District 

superior of the Marist 

Brothers and Lay of Melane-

sia, Br Jean Marie Batik; I 

would like to say thank you 

all for coming for this Bi-

centenary celebration. This 

is a bicentenary celebra-

tion of the Marist Brothers 

and Lay and those who are 

part and parcel of the Mar-

ist Brothers.  

2017 ends and begins anoth-

er centenary of the Marist 

Brothers and Lay. The Mar-

ist Brothers Institute is 

200 hundred years old. It 

was 200 years ago that Fa-

ther Marcellin Champagnat 

invited two young men to be 

the first Marist Brothers. 

They were Jean Marie 

Granjon and fourteen years 

old, Jean Baptiste Audras 

to take up residence in a 

small house in Lavalla. 

In the two centuries that 

have followed, the small 

seed planted in that small 

town in France has grown 

and flowered into a magnif-

icent tree that reaches out 

into more than eighty coun-

tries of the world and en-

gages thousands of Marists, 

Brothers and Lay, in the 

noble project of making Je-

sus Christ known and loved 

among young people. Br. Mi-

chael Green FMS 

Our Bicentenary represents 

a milestone, one which in-

vites us to reflect, re-

joice, and to re– energise 

ourselves. It is 200 years 

beginning 1817 to 2017, 

this year. 

The theme for the Bicen-

tenary is NEW LAVALLA, “THE 

NEW BEGINNING” 

 Preparing for the Bicen-

tenary 

The Celebration of the Mar-

ist, Brothers and lay began 

in 2016. In 2016 all the 5 

branches of Marist cele-

brated Bicentenary counted 

from the year that the 

young ordained Priest dedi-

cated their lives to Mary 

at Fourviere church in 

France. Father Marcellin 

was one of the Priests. 

In 2016 the Marist, Broth-

ers & Lay celebrated Mon-

tana year and finally the 

bicentenary which we are 

celebrating today.  

The Marist Family 

Marist Brothers is a branch 

of 4 other branches of the 

Marist family. 

Marist Fathers 

Marist Sisters smsm 

Marist Sisters sm 

Marist Brothers fms 

Lay Marist  

With the inclusion of Lay 

Marist as a branch, we have 

5 branches in total. 

The Marist Brothers and Lay 

Marist work together to 

move the mission forward. 

Why Father Champanat wanted 

Marist teaching Brothers, a 

congregation itself. 

In Marist family under the 

Marist Fathers are also 

Marist Brothers who work 

for the fathers.  

Father Marcellin did not 

want this. He did not want 

the Marist Fathers to have 

control over the Marist 

Brothers. He wanted the 

proposed Marist Brothers to 

be a congregation by it 

own.  

Their mission was to teach 

children and young people 

catechism. He wanted his 

Brothers to teach children, 

of Jesus.  

The story of Father Marcel-

lin Champagnat 

The story of Marcellin be-

gins in a French village of 

Rosey near the city of Ly-

ons in the year 1789.  

His family 

He came from a prayerful 

family. 

His Father 

His father was a farmer who 

worked very hard to provide 

for the family. He actively 

participated in the village 

affairs, and understood the 

difficulties of the revolu-

tion. 

His Aunty 

Marcellin's aunt was a 

teacher and she use to 

teach Marcellin. Marcellin 

was not too impressed. 

In those days schools were 

not of very good standards 

and a number of teachers 

were rather cruel. 

 Marcellin experience in 

school 

Marcellin’s first experi-

ence in school was a very 

difficult one. The teacher 

slapped a student across 

the face as punishment. 

Marcellin was overcome with 

fear and terror at this 

type of injustice. He took 

immediate action and ran 

away from school. He told 

his parents that he would 

never go back to that 

teacher. He would rather 

look after the sheep than 

go back to that teacher. 

 

Work at home 

His father John Champagnat 

was a practical farmer and 

taught his son a variety of 

skills in carpentry. 

Marcellin Champagnat had 3 

options in mind. 
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1. was to stay on the farm 

and make a good living 

from the farm. 

2. was to marry and raise a 

family. 

3. was to become a priest. 

Marcellin knew that he was 

not a genius but he was 

ready to take challenges.  

 In the seminary 

The seminary encouraged a 

focus on self-discipline. 

Strict study was the order 

of the day. 

Marcellin faced some problem 

(studies and others) 

Marcellin and his mates were 

referred to as the “happy 

gang” and he was warned a 

few times about the rules. 

Marcellin was sent home 

Marcellin was sent home from 

the seminary with a letter 

to his parents saying that 

Marcellin would not be able 

to stay at the seminary. 

Marcellin came back to the 

seminary 

He went back to the minor 

seminary and the priest in—

charge of the seminary de-

cided to put Marcellin on 

‘CONTRACT” for one term. One 

more time in the pub and he 

would be out. 

Marcellin made it to Major 

seminary 

Marcellin finished his stud-

ies in the minor seminary , 

from there he went to the 

major seminary in Lyons. 

  

Marcellin became a Priest 

Marcellin Champagnat was or-

dained a priest on 22 July 

1816.  

  

Marcellin dedicated his live 

to Mary 

The day following their or-

dination, a number of newly 

ordained priests went to the 

church in Fourviere and ded-

icated their lives to Mary. 

The first one to dedicate 

him to Mary was Fr Colin, 

who became the first   Supe-

rior General of the Marist 

Fathers. 

The experience that shook 

Marcellin Champagnat to the 

core. 

One day, on his visit to the 

villages he came to a home. 

When Marcellin was with the 

young sick boy he decided to 

pray with the boy and he 

discovered that the boy did 

not know how to pray. The 

boy did not know how to pray 

the “Our father” 

Father Marcellin knowing the 

boy was dying anointed the 

boy with the sacrament of 

the sick. When he returned 

to the house he was stunned 

to learn that the young lad 

had died. 

The experience shook Marcel-

lin Champagnat to the core. 

Marcellin was shocked with 

the experience of the young 

man not knowing anything 

about who God was nor about 

prayer. 

It was such a tragic waste 

of a young life. 

This experience made Marcel-

lin Champagnat to form his 

group of Brothers as soon as 

possible. 

The formation of the Marist 

Brothers. 

The first Boys who were in-

vited to be Brothers were 

Jean Marie Granjon and Jean—

Baptiste Audras, that was in 

1817. 

Marcellin built up his group 

of Brothers who were charged 

with teaching young people. 

To make Jesus Christ Known 

and loved. 

 His trust in Mary. 

Marcellin Champagnat had 

trust in Mary. He prayed ro-

sary with his newly formed 

Brothers. He had experience 

of the guidance of Mary. One 

experience is the MEMORARE 

IN THE SNOW. 

 Manual work 

Father Champagnat shared in 

all of the heavy manual work 

even though the other 

priests in the area didn’t 

like priests to get their 

hands dirty. 

Marcellin Champagnat built a 

b u i l d i n g  h e  c a l l e d 

“LAVALLA”. It was completed 

for the young man to move in 

and learn to be Marist 

Brothers. 

Mission to Oceania 

In 1836, Bishop Pompellier 

asked Fr. Champagnat to pro-

vide Brothers to join him in 

his mission in Oceania. 

Father Champagnat wished to 

go himself but was persuaded 

to stay and continue to 

build brothers. 

 

 Father Champagnat Death. 

It was Saturday June 6th, 

1840 when Father Champagnat 

died. The brothers, remem-

bering Champagnat last will 

and testimony knew what to 

do: 

“Our task now is to follow 

in the footsteps of Cham-

pagnat just as Marcellin 

Champagnat followed in the 

footsteps of Jesus and 

Mary”. 

Will and testimony of Cham-

pagnat when in his sick bed. 

Champagnat had stated in his 

last will and testimony: 
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“LOVE ONE ANOTHER, HAVE ONE 

HEART AND ONE MIND. MAY IT 

BE SAID OF YOU, AS OF THE 

FIRST CHRISTIANS, ‘SEE HOW 

THEY LOVE ONE ANOTHER’. 

ALWAYS LIVE IN GODS PRES-

ENCE. BE SIMPLE, MAKE MARY 

KNOWN AND LOVED. BE FRIENDS 

AND GOOD EXAMPLES TO THE 

YOUNG. LOVE YOUR VOCATION 

AND BE FAITHFUL TO IT. JESUS 

AND MARY WILL HELP YOU. 

These are my last wishes.  

Given at our lady of the 

hermitage 

18 of May 1840 

St. Marcellin Champagnat was 

canonized and he is a Saint. 

ST MARCELLIN CHAMPANAT. 

Marist history in Oceania 

The Marist Brothers came to 

Oceania in 1836. Around this 

time St Peter Channel who 

was a Marist Priest, was 

martyred at Futuna.  

Marist Brothers on Bougain-

ville 

The Marist Brothers reached 

us in the Nineteen Forties. 

To be precise, 1942 was the 

year they landed at Toroki-

na.  

In World War 2, two of the 

Marist Brothers were cap-

tured by the Japanese and no 

one knew what happened to 

them thereafter.  

They left Torokina due to 

the environment there; espe-

cially sickness caused by 

mosquitoes. They came to 

Rigu after the war in 1948. 

There they opened a boys 

school named St. Joseph’s 

High school Rigu, where you 

and I went to school espe-

cially those who did high 

school in nineteen eighty 

seven and back.  

While the Brothers were 

working there, 2 Brothers 

got sick. They were in the 

plane bound for Rabaul but 

died on the plane and they 

are buried at Stiroge. Their 

names are: Br. Simeon & Br. 

John. 

In the nineteen forties up 

to nineteen sixties, St Jo-

seph’s Rigu was the only 

school which educated young 

men at that time. Many of 

their students held jobs in 

the Government offices as 

well as private enterprises. 

At that time St Joseph’s, 

Rigu operated as an elite 

school for reason that there 

was no other school. 

The Marist Brothers kept ed-

ucating young Bougainville-

ans up until 1988 when the 

Bougainville conflict de-

structed the school at Rigu.  

The school closed down until 

1999 when the Brothers came 

back to Bougainville and re-

sumed Rigu at Mabiri which 

use to be Rigu farm project. 

Prior to resuming Rigu they 

help in re-starting the High 

schools. They started from 

Nissan, Hutzena, Tale-

na ,Burunotui and Mabiri. 

In 2008 the Marist Brothers 

established Marist Education 

projects at Arawa.( David 

Miringtoro will elaborate 

more after I finish my talk) 

Where there is need the Mar-

ist Brothers are there no 

matter what. 

Marist Oceania today 

Oceania 

Oceania is made up of a 

Province and 2 Districts. 

Australian Province, Dis-

trict of the Pacific & Dis-

trict of Melanesia. 

Australian Province covers 

Australia 

District of the Pacific co-

vers New Zealand, Fiji, Sa-

moa, Kiribati, Tonga and 

other pacific Islands. 

District of Melanesia covers 

Papua New Guinea, Solomon 

Islands, Vanuatu, and New 

Caledonia. 

The Marist Brothers have de-

creased in number but the 

Mission is continuing. It 

has gone through over 80 

countries of the world. Mar-

ist Brothers and the Lay 

need each other to move the 

mission forward. 

Lay people are not new but 

they use to work for the 

Brothers. Today they work 

with the Brother. Many Mar-

ist schools are headed by 

Lay people. The Marist 

Brothers have lead the way 

to mission with the Lay  

where as the other Marist 

branches have not yet ac-

cepted fully of working with 

Lay people. 

The Marist Education tradi-

tion 

For those of us who would 

have sons and bubus going to 

a Marist School it is good 

to know this. The Marist ed-

ucation tradition has 5 pil-

lars which are keys to suc-

cessful performance in 

teaching our children. If 

only you know these, you can 

help in your simple ways to 

correct those who are in our 

schools reminding them of 

these pillars. 

They are: 1. Presence  

2. Simplicity  

     3. Love of work   

     4. Family spirit  

     5. In the way of 

Mary          

When we study carefully the 

will and testimony of the 

founder himself, you can see 

them being summarised in it. 
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 “LOVE ONE ANOTHER, HAVE 

ONE HEART AND ONE MIND. MAY 

IT BE SAID OF YOU, AS OF 

THE FIRST CHRISTIANS, ‘SEE 

HOW THEY LOVE ONE ANOTHER’. 

Family 

ALWAYS LIVE IN GODS PRES-

ENCE. BE SIMPLE, MAKE MARY 

KNOWN AND LOVED. BE FRIENDS 

AND GOOD EXAMPLES TO THE 

YOUNG. LOVE YOUR VOCATION 

AND BE FAITHFUL TO IT. JE-

SUS AND MARY WILL HELP YOU. 

What is Marist Mission? 

“To make Jesus Christ known 

and loved”. This is the 

core of the Marist Mission, 

as stipulated by the found-

er St. Marcellin Cham-

pagnat. 

Let the children know that 

JESUS LOVES THEM 

 

Thank you and God bless us 

all during our Bicentenary 

celebration. 

 

  

 

  

 

Marist Brothers Bicentenary celebration narrative report 

 

Introduction 

The Bicentenary was celebrated on 11
th
 of August 2017 at Tunuru Mission. It was supposed to be 

held on 4
th
 of August. The ministry team at Arawa decided to postpone to 11

th
 of August because 

all the diocesan Priest were on retreat and to celebrate their Patron Saint feast day, which 

was on the 4
th
 of August. 

It was a simple but heart moving celebration and it brought another perspective to how cele-

brations are dominated by men. All the arrangements were done by women and most attendance was 

wives and daughters and grannies of old Marist (Rigu,mabiri) boys. 

 

Celebrant 

 

The celebrant of the Mass was Fr. Patrick Baria. The Mass commenced at 

10 am and ended at 12.15pm. 

Fr. Patrick during his homily mentioned that he felt so honoured to 

have celebrated the Bicentenary with the Marist family, being the first 

parish priest of Tunuru. Tunuru mission was started by a young Marist 

priest from New Zealand, Fr. Emmett McHardy.  

 

The choir group were Lucy Sinei’s widows group, whom most 

of them are widows of Rigu old boys. The Catholic women 

of Tunuru Parish were also part of the choir. The hymns 

sung in the Mass were common so everyone participated in 

the singing. We begin with Side by side Marcellin and end 

the Mass with Sumtum. The singing was beautiful. 

 

After communion Mr.Benedict Tooming gave a rundown history of the Marist 

Family, life story of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, Marist, Brothers& Lay 

of Oceania, Marist, Brothers & Lay of Melanesia, Marist Brothers to Bou-

gainville, Marist Brothers at Rigu, Marist Brothers after Bougainville 

crisis, Marist education tradition and final Marist Mission. 

 

After Mass, David Miringtoro gave a run down on the Arawa Ministry. 
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Reflections 

After Mass, time was given to the old boys to give short reflections during their time 

with the Marist Brothers. 

 

“I  am happy of what I am today because I was taught by the Marist Brothers. I did not make it to the upper level of education but I did learn of being sim-

ple. I learn to work for the community and I love it. The Marist Brothers taught 

me not to be materialist but to contribute to be of service to others.” 

Nick Mango-ona 

“I  am lucky to be taught by the Marist Brothers otherwise I won’t be what I am today. Thank you for the speech which made me understand a bit more of Marcel-

lin. All these years I taught Marcellin was a Marist Brother. The Marist Brothers 

never talked much about Marcellin. Thank you very much for your detailed explana-

tions.” Mr.Joachim Oritanung 

I  spent 6 years with the Marist Brothers at Rigu( class 5 to Form 4). During my 
time, there was also a teachers college. All these years I wandered why the Broth-

ers were so good with their teaching. They were good inside and outside the class-

room. Thank you for the 5 pillars. When I reflect on myself; I feel that I also 

have these qualities especially as a father. Mr Michael pai 

Feasting 

 

In the afternoon we had the feast at the Tunuru beach front. There was plenty to eat and drink. The food 

was bought with the celebration budget allocated by the District administration.  
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“… Extract from the Message of the XXII General Chapter” 

 

 

1. As a global charismatic family, a beacon of hope in this 

turbulent world 

 

Jesus, today you continue to call us to relate to others in a funda-

mentally new way (Mk 3, 20-31, 31-35), to listen to your Word and 

put it into practice, with urgency and without excluding anyone. 

 

You are pressuring us to set out immediately on pathways that lead 

to the future: that is, as Marists of Champagnat, to: 

• form homes that are a light on the hill for those around, 

giving ourselves whole-heartedly to creating a family style of life 

that is open to all.  

• promote and nourish Marist life in all its diversity, work-

ing towards our deeply-felt desire to act as “one global body” .  

• be open, in all simplicity, to make ourselves available to 

go beyond geographic or provincial boundaries. 

• rediscover, as Brothers, the original passion that inspired 

us to be Marists. 

 

2. To be the face and hands of your tender mercy 

 

The promise of your Spirit in our lives (Lk 1, 35) urges us to be 

prophets of mercy and of being brothers and sisters to all. 

 

From this call, we hear you inviting us to:  

• get in touch with our inner selves to be able to discover 

You as a God of love who is revealed in the ordinary events of our 

lives. 

• cultivate a spirituality of the heart, that fills us with joy 

and makes us inclusive.  

• revive the founding spirit of La Valla in our daily lives.  

• live life to the full as your witnesses in a fragmented 

world. 

 

3. Inspire our creativity to be bridge-builders 

 

Like Mary at Cana (Jn 2, 3), we feel challenged by the needs of the 

world around us. 

 

Inspired by Mary, we feel called to: 

• develop a good understanding of our ever-changing world, 

and face current challenges, without falling into the temptation of 

“answering questions that no one is asking anymore”. (Pope Francis 

in Medellin, September 9, 2017)  

• be a prophetic reminder of the common dignity and funda-

mental equality of the entire People of God. 

• move away from a culture shaped by “ego-s” and adopt 

that of the “eco-s” (ecology, ecosystems, an economy of solidarity, …) 

to reduce the scandal of indifference and inequality. 

• be agents of change, bridge-builders, messengers of peace, 

transforming the lives of young people through an education that 

integrates awakening faith and living by Gospel values. 

 

4. To journey with children and young people living on the 

margins of life 

 

We search for you, Jesus, like Mary, in the caravans of life, 

in the tumult of our cities (Lk 2, 41-49), and in the masses of dis-

placed people 

who are seeking a better future for their children. 

 

This is a call that urges us to:  

• open the eyes of our heart and hear the cries of of children 

and young people, especially the voiceless and homeless. 

• be creative in giving resolute responses to their needs.  

• empower those who have no voice, avoiding any paternal-

ism.  

• be present in more significant ways among the children 

and young people on the margins of the world. 

 

5. To respond boldly to emerging needs 

 

Jesus, you went through life doing good 

and yet many of your contemporaries interpreted your actions nar-

rowly, 

simply because you were a Galilean, a carpenter, and the son of 

Mary (Mk 6, 2-3). 

 

Today, too, you continue to challenge us to:  

• abandon old paradigms and re-imagine ways of helping 

people see the love of God in today’s world.  

• undergo a change of heart and be flexible in our struc-

tures, with all the risks entailed, so as to move to the peripheries in 

defence of the poorest and most vulnerable.  

• make a firm commitment to promote and defend the 

Rights of the Child.  

• awaken in ourselves and those around us an ecological 

awareness that engages us in caring for “our common home”. 

 

 

So Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

At this particular time, for the vitality and viability of Marist life 

and mission we are called to be a genuine global family. Interde-

pendence, rather than isolation and independence, must become the 

new normal for us as Marists. We are called to be witnesses of unity 

and hope. 

 

We know that plans and strategies are not sufficient. We are called 

to conversion, both personal and collective. As Marists, we must be 

true disciples, and our communities must be beacons of light and 

the Marian face of the Church in the midst of the world.  

 

The revisions to the Constitutions and our new Rule of Life give 

concrete expression to these Chapter calls. 

 

Irrespective of age, nationality, capacity this Message is for each of 

us personally. There can be no new beginning without the personal 

involvement, faith and commitment of each Marist. 

Aware that these calls are challenging and even audacious, we rely 

on Mary, our Good Mother “who has always done everything for us”. 

She will continue to be present with all who are known by her name 

as we journey together into our third Marist century. 

 

Our task is urgent, and our goal ambitious. God is calling us to be 

Champagnats today.  

 

“Let’s journey together as a Global Family!” 

 

With affection,  

 

The Members of the 22nd General Chapter 

Rio Negro, 20th October 2017 
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Ministries Around the District  

Newsletter updates 
Tenaru school visit pictures  

16-19  October 2017 

Teachers and teacher aid presenting their 

activity on jolly phonics during the Tenaru 

school visit 

Students and teachers at Tenaru 

during free play activities 

An Extract on the 
“Oceania Region” 
 
The meetings of the Oceania Council and 

the College of Leaders of Oceania took place 

in November in Brisbane, Australia. The 

Administrative Unit leaders took the oppor-

tunity to update the Council about the sig-

nificant input and directions for Marist life 

and mission which had emerged from the 

Chapter. Among the topics they reported 

were the global nature and future of the 

Institute, the quality of community life and 

prayer, and the areas of mission. 

 

Following the deliberations about the or-

ganisation of the Institute emerging from 

the General Chapter the College of Leaders 

will hold an extended meeting in March 

2018 to focus on the impact of these issues 

and developments on Oceania as a whole. 

 

The network of the Financial Administra-

tors from each of the AUs was set up as a 

result of a direction from the meeting of the 

Extended General Council in May 2017. 

The Network works closely with the Region-

al Trust Fund Board and both oversee and 

work with the budget for the Oceania Re-

gion. The Network will meet twice in 2018 

with a view to these two bodies supporting 

each other and sharing best practice within 

the complex financial environment in which 

the AUs in Oceania operate. The network 

will also look at ways to engage with the 

Asia region. 

 

The participants spoke also about the pro-

gram “Edges” that explores new areas of 

Marist life and mission across the region in 

response to the call of the Institute and 

Pope Francis. This initiative emerged from 

recommendations made to the Oceania 

Council following the gathering of younger 

brothers in January 2016. A survey of 

Brothers under 50 will be conducted in 2018 

and a planning group will be formed to 

organise a gathering in January 2019. 

 

The Oceania Partnership Commission pre-

sented its strategic plan for 2018-2020. The 

major areas of focus OPC over the next 

three years are to: provide opportunities to 

widen and deepen Marist spirituality and 

mission, develop appropriate programmes, 

provide training for local facilitators and 

leaders and provide opportunities to experi-

ence the wider Marist family. 

O n the 23rd of October our international novitiate community 

in Tudella, Sri Lanka, went to Ragama Tewaththa Retreat House, 

near the national Basilica to do our three day Retreat.  

During the retreat we were very fortunate to be able to learn some 

ways to discover our inner self or our true self. The theme of the 

retreat was “to know who I am”. Br Rod, Br Nick, and Fr Patrick 

helped us with the sessions and the Eucharistic celebrations dur-

ing our three days.  

In our final session Br Rod led us through a reflective process 

where we could write in our journals a dialogue between ourselves 

and God. Some of the points we could reflect on included the fact 

that “I am a mixture of conscious and unconscious, a mystery that 

I am continuing to discover”. Some questions that we dialogued 

with God on included: “what is today’s gift to me?”, “what am I 

more conscious of about myself because of today?”, “what was the 

moment today that I sensed a bridge developing in my self-

awareness, or, a bridge growing in my awareness of God?” 

The retreat was a blessing in our lives, and gave us much to reflect 

on in our continuing journey as novices.  

Carlvin Rumina-Tudela Novitiate 
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MARIST BROTHERS 

P O BOX 1881 
BOROKO, National Capital District 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
 

Phone: +675 75725337/ +675 
70251080 
Fax:  
E-mail: jbatick@mbs.org.pg 

‘All to Jesus through 
Mary, all to Mary for 
Jesus.’ Marial Spirit 

Please Pray For 
Our deceased 

Br Julian Hakumin 

Br Joe Wabi 

Jerome Semos 

Mr Joseph Luaki 

Mr Moses Mokii 

Br Bert Webster 

Mr Robert Langu 

Mr Pauru (Br Rodney’s Father) 

Our Sick 

Br John Paul Mauro 

Br Valantin Samsam 

Br Mark Kenatsi 

Br Brendan Sinei 

Our Young Men in Formation 

Laumanasa, MAPAC and 
Tudella 

 

NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT 

NOTICE 
 

New District Office Phone numbers: 

 

TEL PH: +675 75725337/ +675 70251080 

New Email Addresses: 

 

 jbatick@mbs.org.pg 

 bsinei@mbs.org.pg 

 rpauru@mbs.org.pg 

 aorovea@mbs.org.pg 

 alitanga@mbs.org.pg 

 qyingut@mbs.org.pg 

 fmarai@mbs.org.pg 

 

 

NB: If you have been communicating with Br Jean Marie through his 

gmail and yahoo email addresses, you can continue to use them as they are 

his alternative email addresses.  

 

The District AU will close office on the 15 December and resume work on 

the 15 January 2018. 

 

 

Celebrating Brothers BirthdaysCelebrating Brothers BirthdaysCelebrating Brothers Birthdays   
Brs in NovBrs in NovBrs in Nov---Dec;Dec;Dec;   
Stanley BakereStanley BakereStanley Bakere   
5 Nov5 Nov5 Nov   
   
   
   
   
Hudson HorotoHudson HorotoHudson Horoto   
11 Nov11 Nov11 Nov   
   
   
   
Jeremy WabiJeremy WabiJeremy Wabi   
26 Dec26 Dec26 Dec   


