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Thursday 14th November:  District 

Council meet at Onslow. 

 

Friday 15th November: Marist Leaders 

meet at Highbrook. 

  

  
 

  
  

Extra  - Attached Report: 

   
 

 

  

 

 

Mid-North Community – Kaikohe  Brother Samisoni Reports 

Kia ora, Talofa lava, Ni sa Bula Vinaka, Kam na mauri and Malo e lelei to you all. 

It is a few months since you heard from 

us again and our work in the north. This 

month we had our last camping with Te 

Kura students from the Northland re-

gion. There were 16 students and 6 

staffs attending the camp at Waipoua Kauri Forest from 

October 22nd to 23rd. It was a wonderful moment for me to be part of the 

camp especially helping the boys in their practical work.  We covered the last 

two Units for this year: 

The students were started with session one on Tuesday afternoon with 

Geoff on how to operate the LUV and Motorcycle. On Wednesday morning 

 and afternoon, they did their driving practical and finished on Thursday 

 morning with their final assessments. There are some students finishing this 

 year and some will come back next year. I have had the privilege of working 

 with those people with great heart who generously contributed their times 

 for the children in need. I would like to thank Margaret the organiser of the 

 camp for choosing us to be part of Te Kura program. The Te Kura program 

 will start next year with those who didn’t cover all the units. We hope that 

 we continue to work together with Margaret and her team next year.  

It is a good time  for our community to have time out from our place.  

We visited the Kauri Museum and some parts of 

the western coast.  Brother Rom was very 

pleased to meet his long-time friend George at 

the Kauri Museum, Matakohe, Brother Martin 

teaching. 

Prayer of Saint Charles Borromeo 
Almighty God, you have generously 
made known to human beings the 
mysteries of your life through Jesus 
Christ your Son in the Holy Spirit. En-
lighten my mind to know these mys-
teries which your Church treasures 
and teaches. Move my heart to love 
them and my will to live in accord 
with them. Give me the ability to 
teach this Faith to others without 
pride, without ostentation, and with-
out personal gain. Let me realize that 
I am simply your instrument for bring-
ing others to the knowledge of the 
wonderful things you have done for 
all your creatures. Help me to be 
faithful to this task that you have en-
trusted to me. Amen.  

Brother John Reports from Samoa 

Prayer service at the Broth-
ers’ gravesite on the 
Moamoa Catholic Ceme-
tery. 

Cilla's visit to  Samoa. 
Sharing pizza cooked by 
young German lay Mar-
ist volunteer Simon 
after the Brothers’ 
group health and well-
being session with Cilla.  

Brothers head up 
to Mt Vaea for a 
Wellbeing walk 
and exercise.  

Brothers Tabunga 
and Afaese with 
Simon on top of  
Mt Vaea where 

rests the remains  
of  the novelist  

Robert Louis   
Stevenson 

District of the Pacific Update - 22nd February 2019


                         Unveiling Ceremony at Waikaraka Cemetery 

On Saturday 2nd, All Souls Day, a large group of Brothers and 

family members gathered at Waikaraka Cemetery for the 

unveiling of the Headstones of Brothers John Paul Wilson, 

Campion McMahon and Terence Maney. After prayer to-

gether each headstone was unveiled and sprinkled with Ho-

ly Water and further prayers were recited.  The day was 

cloudy but not cold and it was a good time for those gath-

ered to share memories of the Brothers we were honouring.  At the conclusion of the ceremony people retired 

to Onslow Avenue for morning tea and further sharing of memories. 

            My Apostolic Experience  (Reports from Our Novitiate in Fiji) 
Ienraku Temooai 

My apostolic experience was one of the fascinating ones. That is it kills two birds with one stone. The first, 

experiencing the village life which is more in touch with reality. Second, to discern God’s call through the 

experience which is a time for me to see where God is calling me. The happiest time during my experience 

reminded me of my parents and my village life. I also found that there are some similarities in the culture 

with mine and one is respecting Elders. It was a most significant moment for my life because it showed that it’s not just 

spending two weeks but more, having a family, a time to be in reality, a time to experience their way of life. It was a time 

for me to look and reflect on myself.   One new thing I have learned about myself were that I can adapt to the culture. 

Like some things are similar but many are new for me. For instance, when sitting down but if there’s people already 

there before me all I have to do is to clap. Then I am showing respect to them, so it’s going to be part of me in my com-

munity and in the places, I go to.  The moment that surprised, puzzle or confused me most was planting taro with my 

parents Toutou (Dad) and Nene (Mum), for I was the one who felt sorry for them because they are old to do the work. 

But still they are the ones who were smarter and faster to do the work. From this experience I too found their life is sim-

ple, hardworking, and open to another.  To conclude, the experiences I have had are the ones that are bringing me to 

this stage, a stage that encourages me more to continue my journey.   

My Community experience (Village) 
Ieremia Karekennatu 

I spent two weeks in Masi Village up in the mountains on the main island of Fiji. This was part of our practical 

way of experiencing the life of the Marist Brothers.  I found that during my first week, I used to spend more 

time being around the house rather than visiting other houses. I definitely saw the different ways of how 

people live in the village. Apart from that it was very challenging, but I had just to go through with it and to 

put my trust in the family and the whole community where I was staying. In fact, I have gained new learning and skills 

from the village; such as I now know how to plant Taro and Cassava and other plants; I have gained skills of listening to 

the sharing and also how I manage my time to live out my spiritual life, particularly my prayers, even when there was no 

Mass in the village during my two weeks there. I have strengthened also many values such as respect, 

friendship and helping one another.  I found that life in the village is not easy and it was always chal-

lenging me, especially in my relationship with God as a basic rhythm in my community life. Therefore, I 

continue to do my reflection, mainly in my encounters with God’s presence in my daily experiences.   

Finally, I am very grateful to have had this opportunity to go out and to learn about experiencing life in 

a village and to live with my new family.         

                                                                                                          Karolo Ratuyada  -  our third Novice) 


