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Thursday May 31st marked a sig-

nificant day in the history of

MAPAC.  After 21 years of ser-

vice to our community Ma’am Martina

Gayda retired from the laundry.  In this

edition of the MAPAC Newsletter it is most
fitting that her service to hundreds of

Brothers here at MAPAC be acknowledged.

Before there was Marist

Asia Pacific Center, be-

fore there was Marist

Asia Center (MAC), be-

fore there were even

buildings on this site,

Aling Martina was a member of this com-

munity. Before the term ‘lay mission partner’
was even imagined, Ma’am Martina was

one.

In a simple ceremony on Saturday June

2nd we were able to express to Ma’am Mar-

tina and her family how much her presence

here has meant to us. It was an appropriate

moment, coming at the end of Orientation

Week 2012, to acquaint the Brothers of this

MAPAC community with a little of its his-

tory – the history with which Aling Martina

has been so closely connected.

Re-reading the concise

early history written in

1997 by the foundation

Rector, Br. Wency

Calimpon, we who to-

day profit from their

hard work, can only be amazed and truly

grateful for our founders. Our community

was inaugurated - in faith - by people of

faith. Among whom, Ma’am Martina has

been such a humble example. And this faith

was tested by many early challenges and

Aling Martina’s contribution
has been quiet, simple, and

one of real service.

By Brother PETER RODNEY (Australia)
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trials.  Modestly, the

history concludes this

way:

Aside from the stag-

gering and exhausting

problems encountered

during the construction

of the MAC buildings

… there were many

other difficulties and

problems that stemmed

from the international

nature of the center: multicultural differences, age

differences, language differences and personality

differences.

What has kept the Center going all these past

years is the grace of God, the faithful assistance of

Mary, the daring and untiring examples of Marcel-

lin Champagnat’s life and the strong faith of the

Marist Brothers in general:  “Unless the Lord

builds the house, in vain do the builders labour!”

In continuing to “build’ that ‘house’ - each

year and every year - each member of the MA-

PAC community over its years has contributed

to the strong spirit that we have here today.

Over 21 years, Aling Martina’s contribution

has been quiet, simple, and one of real service.

In his grace for our meal on June 2nd, Bro. Rus-

tico spoke of her “hard work and dedication.

She has adapted to many changes over the

years. She has been a good example of a

worker who silently does her job well and

faithfully”.  In this way, Ma’am Martina has

been to generations of Young Marist Brothers,

a true example of all that we aspire to be as Lit-

tle Brothers of Mary.

The MAPAC Community of 2012 – 2013,

and all the communities since 1991, deeply

thank Ma’am Martina for her devoted care of

us.

We wish Aling Martina, Cisco, and their

family every blessing.

MMM

Ate Martina with the token
given to her on the dinner
of May 31st, 2012.

Ate Martina with husband Mr. Francisco Gayda (right),
also a Marist Lay Partner and MAPAC Brothers’ Driving
coach and son Vincent, a Marist School Alumnus.
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RETREAT. The preparation for the MAPAC community annual retreat started
with an orientation given by Brother Peter, our rector, on 31st of March. It indeed
gave us a clear picture about the purpose of the retreat. Br Peter, in his orienta-
tion talk, connected the retreat experience to that of a desert life in which one
finds himself in silence and solitude. On Sunday, the community departed for
the SVD Retreat House, Tagaytay City (our venue for the retreat), at around 1
o’clock in the afternoon and reached the place around 4 o’clock in the after-
noon. We began our retreat after dinner at 7:30 p.m. with a short prayer led by
Brother Peter. The place appealed to us very much as retreatants, as it was
very calm and quiet and had some places conducive to sitting still and praying

without any disturbance.  It was a guided retreat. There were seven very experienced retreat directors assisting us during
the seven days of our retreat namely, three Marist Brothers: Ted Fernandez, Ralph Arnell and Romy Porras; two religious
nuns: Sr Angie Martin, ACI, and Sr Hazel Saurez, RC, and two lay persons: Mr Dindo Paradela and Miss Armie Nuñez. It
was a time of great joy and peace for each one of us, a time of experiencing God’s love and care for us, a time of deepening
and strengthening our relationship with God, and a time for showing our gratitude to Him for the lives He has given us. Dur-
ing this retreat, the Asian student brothers renewed their vows on the Sunday Mass celebration, having gone through a con-
siderable time of reflection and discernment over the commitment they had made for the last year. (Turn to page 13…)

IMMERSION. One of the favorite programs of the student Brothers here at MAPAC is the immersion that usually happens
during the summer season for about one week. This year the place that we had decided was suitable for our immersion was
Prieto Diaz Town in the province of Sorsogon. Just prior to our departure on April 10, we had an orientation regarding our
immersion, facilitated by Mr. Al Obre, who gave us some information about the place, people, their lifestyles and what we
were supposed to take into consideration during our stay with the local people. The immersion organizers had arranged
public transport to take us to Sorsogon, since there would be difficulties travelling on our own, such as having a big number
of brothers and a lack of vehicles and drivers here at MAPAC. Upon arriving in Prieto Diaz town, we had a get-together with
the families who agreed to adopt us. It took place in the mayor’s office in the presence of the mayor who was named Gaga.
During this activity, concerns such as the purpose of our being there, the expectations of the brothers and the host families,
and the schedule for the immersion activities, were discussed in detail. At the end of this activity, the host families took us to
their homes. We student brothers were divided into six small groups in order to be sent to six different Barangays (Barangay
means village in Tagalog) namely Brilliante, Diamante, San Isidro, Carayat, Rizal and Gawad Kalinga. These Barangays
were either fishing or farming communities. What we used to do in our respective Barangays was to gather as many chil-

dren as possible and teach them different subjects like English, math and different games as
well. It was also a time for us to experience different lifestyles such as fishing and farming.
We also did a number of other activities like planting mangroves, visiting a noodle factory
and climbing into the high country to meet some groups of Philippine native people living in
a Barangay called San Rafael. After many new experiences, our immersion came to an end.
The moment of our departure from Prieto Diaz witnessed tears of joy and sadness, words of
goodbye and thanks, and also the promise of prayers and seeing one another again. It was
indeed a touching farewell given to us by our friends there. So we, the MAPAC community,
take this opportunity to thank them from the very core of our hearts for those memorable
days with them. Overall, for each and every one of us, it was an (Turn to page 13…)Brothers Maqmaq & Isma with the kids at

Barangay Rizal, Prieto Diaz, Sorsogon.

MAPAC 2012 Retreat @ SVD Retreat House, Tagaytay.
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CATECHETICS 1. Last April 23 until May 3, 2012, we, as first year student Brothers of MAPAC had
a module class on Catechetics 1, which was facilitated by Ms. Imelda A. Mejia, a teacher in Marist
School. Some of the topics were quite familiar compared with the previous learning we had in our
regular classes. Our main references were documents like the Catechism of the Catholic Church
(CCC) and a local version of it, the Catechism  for Filipino Catholics (CFC). The contents of these
references were truly challenging for us as Religious.  All in
all, the entire module was helpful, not only for our own gain
but also for our future ministry.—by Br. Ismael (Philippines)

CAMPUS & YOUTH MINISTRY. Just after our 3-day out-
ing at Dawal Beach (Candelaria, Zambales) we had a mod-
ule of ten half-days  from May 7-18 on Campus and Youth
ministry. This module was special, for it had two major
topics. Campus ministry was facilitated by Br. Willy Lubrico,

FMS (May 7-
11) and Youth Ministry (May 14-18) by Mrs. Aiza Ca-
paras-Tabayoyong, the daughter-in-law of Ma’am Luc
Tabayoyong, our Education Teacher of MAPAC. The
student Brothers would agree that both subjects were
helpful for our AFA and our future ministry when we
go back to our respective provinces and sectors. Both
of our facilitators were excellent not only because they
were knowledgeable about the topics, but because
most of what they shared came from their own experi-
ences.—by Br. Ismael (Philippines)

ENCHANTED KINGDOM (E.K.) EXPERIENCE. Last May 23, 2012, just after we finished all our summer
programs, the MAPAC community went to Enchanted Kingdom at Sta. Rosa, Laguna. That amusement
park had all the rides which I had only imagined before but which now became real. They have the fa-
mous “Space Shuttle” (roller coaster) where I experienced a 5-
second separation of my body from my spirit. They also have the
tallest Ferris Wheel in the country and a lot more rides! I lost my
voice shouting and yelling during most of those exhilarating rides.
We started the fun at its opening time, 2:00 p.m. and finished at its
closing, 9:00 p.m. That was about 7 hours of breathless fun—and
yet I could not get enough. The “Rio Grande Rapids” made most of
the Brother come home wet. The E.K. experience reminded me of
the movie “The Bucket List”,2007, starring Jack Nicholson and Mor-
gan Freeman. It was about two men who were terminally ill, who
met each other in the hospital and became friends. They decided to
fulfill all their wishes in their life before they died. Fortunately, I did-
n’t need to have a terminal illness to fulfill one of my wishes in life—
to experience enchantment in the enchanting Enchanted Kingdom!—by Br. Ismael (Philippines)

Worship song for YM led by Mrs. Aiza, the facilitator.

Br. Willy checking an output during the CM module.

Brothers in a photo ops @ E.K. Behind is the
“Space Shuttle” ride (roller coaster).
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Official Name: William Vincent
McCarthy

Nickname: Br. Bill, FMS
Birthday: 7th August 1934
Place of Origin: Victoria, Australia
Years as a Brother: 58 years
Previous Apostolate/Assignments:
Divine Word University teacher (PNG)
—13.5 yrs.; Religious Education

Coordinator in the Diocese of Sale, Australia/Lecturer in Australian
Catholic University—16 yrs.; Secondary School Teacher—20 yrs.;
Primary School Teacher—2 yrs.; Formation House staff—2 yrs.
Interests: reading (religious, fiction, biography), playing tennis,
following football clubs (Geelong Team), Traveling, swimming,
gardening, and studying
Expectations/Hopes in MAPAC: teaching Scripture and English,
help the Brothers in any way (e.g. AFA visits)
Motto: “Work hard, pray constantly, be happy.”

Br. Fred A. Salubre, prefers to be called Br. Fred, is always mistaken to be
an East Asian. Mind you, he hails from Kitaotao, Bukidnon, Mindanao,
Philippines. He was born on September 21, 1984. Br. Fred is interested in
going to other places. He expects to learn a lot of things at MAPAC.

Br. Dave’s baptismal name is David Molsul . He is from Pentecost Island in
Vanuatu and has joined two of his “mon frères” here. His birthday falls on
August 30, 1984. A soft-spoken Brother, Br. Dave likes music and expects
to enjoy life at MAPAC.

Br. Celso Fernandez Jr. is nicknamed “Jojo”, which is not even close to his
original name. He was born on the 16th of February, 1992 in Cotabato
City, Philippines. Br. Jojo’s interests are music (particularly RNB) and sports
(tennis). He expects to enjoy and have a good relationship with the
Brothers of MAPAC.

Official Name: Simon Serero
Nickname: Br. Sii, FMS
Birthday: 12th April 1970
Place of Origin: Madang, PNG
Years as a Brother: 14 years
Previous Apostolate/Assignments:
Studies in Australia—1 yr.; Postulant
Director (Solomon Islands)—4yrs;
Formator’s Course (Nairobi, Kenya)—1

yr.; Secondary School Teacher in Bougainville and Solomon
Islands—total of 4.5 yrs.
Interests: sports (rugby touch league, basketball, soccer), going
fishing, visiting places, meeting new friends, & going around with
children
Expectations/Hopes in MAPAC: Brothers working together and
showing respect, respecting and learning from the host country (Phl),
to try my best to be with young Brothers
Motto: “Be a simple person.”

Editor’s Note: Br. Bill tutors the 1st years in English, teaches Johannine Literature to the 3rd years, assists the Brothers every night in
practising for the readings during Mass the following day, and checks the grammar of the student Brothers’ work. Br. Sii is the animator
of Chanel Fraternity and teaches Intro. to the Old/New Testament to the 1st years. Br. Steve teaches Intro. To Study College Level to
the 1st years and Sacraments and Liturgy to the 2nd years. Br. Deva is the animator of Lorenzo Fraternity and teaches Mariology and
Church History to the 2nd years. Brother Sii and Brother Steve are our AFA Coordinators. And also, two of them and Brother Deva, do
accompaniment and serve as liaisons of committees.



This year, MAPAC has a new Brother from Papua New Guinea by the
name of Br. Andy Litanga. He was born on April 5, 1980. Br. Andy, as how

he wants to be called, likes playing  Rugby Touch. Br. Andy’s expectation
of MAPAC is that he will get to know everybody.

An excellent cook as his title, MAPAC is lucky to have a Brother from
Panabo City, Davao del Norte, Philippines, by the name of Br. Nester L.

Martinez. Br. Nhest (no objection about the spelling please), was born on
May 22, 1987. Aside from cooking, he also likes music. He expects to learn

more things while staying at MAPAC.

Br. Jo-an (definitely not a female) is the nickname of Br. Jo-an Legaste who
hailed from the town of Tantangan, South Cotabato, Philippines. He was

born on May 17, 1990. Br. Joan likes playing basketball. He expects to learn
more about other Brothers’ respective culture while at MAPAC.

His real name is Manuel D. Paulino Jr. Now, you’ll not wonder where he got
his nickname “Br. Pau”. He was born on July 15, 1992 and was raised in Datu
Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao, Philippines [where our Novitiate also is]. Br. Pau
is interested in sports and music, especially the guitar. He stated that, while
here at MAPAC, he expects to grow more. He did not state which aspect

though.

Official Name: Louis Stephen Filipo
Nickname: Br. Steve, FMS
Birthday: 13th September 1959
Place of Origin: Otahuhu, NZ
Years as a Brother: 31 years
Previous Apostolate/Assignments:
Principal of St. Joseph’s College (Alafua, Sa-
moa)/Teacher at University of South Pacific—
6 yrs; Senior Dean /Mentor of 7th Form at
State High School (Panguru, NZ)—2 yrs; Prin-
cipal of St. Louis High School (Kiribati)—4 yrs;

Deputy Principal of State High School (Panguru, NZ)—1 yr; language
study/apostolate in the locality of Savaii, Samoa—2 yrs; Teacher at Auck-
land University of Technology (Auckland, NZ)—2 yrs; Teacher at University
of Auckland—10 yrs; Maori Apostolate/part-time studies at University of
Auckland—16 yrs; High School Teacher at St. Paul’s College, Marcellin’s
College, Sacred Heart College, & Rumaki-Boarding at Hato Petera College
(Auckland, NZ); Elementary School Teacher (Wellington & Auckland, NZ)/
Elementary School Principal (Bluff, NZ)—3 yrs.
Interests: Indigenous Spirituality (Cultural-Spiritual Identity-CSI),
Samoan and Maori Theology, classical music, reading (thriller novels,
historical, sci-fi), sports (all kinds), orienteering (adventure sports)
Expectation of MAPAC: Intensity of Academia has to rise 3-fold
from the students.
Motto: “Go hard out.”

Official Name: Devasiri John
Fernando

Nickname: Br. Deva, FMS
Birthday: 24th February 1956
Place of Origin: Western Province,

Sri Lanka
Years as a Brother: 37 years
Previous Apostolate/Assignments:

Principal at St. Mary’s High School (Peshawar, Pakistan)—7 yrs;
Staff member at MAPAC—3 yrs; Assistant to the Novice Director
(Sri Lanka)—1 yr; Studies on Pastoral Counseling (India)—1 yr;
In-charge of Aspirants (Sri Lanka)—3-4 yrs; Teacher at Maris
Stella College (Sri Lanka)—19 yrs.
Interests: reading (political analysis), watching football games
Expectation/Hope in MAPAC: Be of help to young Brothers in
every possible way.
Motto: “Do not let outside matters control your life.”



A famous phrase goes like this, “In every
beginning there is an end and in every end
there is a new beginning.”

Marist Asia Pacific Center ended the previous
formation year fruitfully with joy, laughter, good
memories, bonding, and personal growth among its
members. The community then started this fresh
formation year with enthusiasm and with a “huge
bang.” Many preparations were made. Many of the
Brothers staying at MAPAC did plenty of work to
welcome the new formation year and the new
members of the community. We have four new staff
Brothers namely, Bros. Simon, Steve, Deva, and Bill.
We also have seven new 1st year scholastics namely,
Bros. David, Andrew, Nester, Jo-an, Fred, Jojo, and
Pau.  With their presence, MAPAC has indeed
undergone a new makeover.

Staying here at MAPAC for a year, I have had
many experiences which have been helpful and
enriching. MAPAC has given me plenty of
opportunities for growth. The presence of other
Brothers has been inspiring. With the presence of
the new members of the community, it will be more
inspiring and there will be new helpful and
enriching experiences as the formation year unfolds.
Recently, we celebrated Champagnat Day, which was
particularly memorable for its liturgy. In a few days
time, we would celebrate the Philippine
Independence Day. The Filipino Brothers would

start to prepare for this coming event. Whenever I
think of it, I get thrilled and excited by the
upcoming National Day celebrations and also by the
thought of other events at MAPAC. I wish everyone
all the very best for this new formation year. Happy
“FRESH START” MAPAC!

MMM

...Continued from page 9
Last, but definitely not the least to be mentioned,

are our part-time staff. We have Mrs. Joycee Sucayan,
our librarian and Tagalog teacher of our foreign
Brothers. Ma’am Joycee also served as the first ever
secretary and registrar at the beginning of the scholas-
ticate, when MAPAC was still MAC. She has been
replaced by Ma’am Yolly. And we also have Kuya
Chris, our able landscape gardener. He certainly does
not take over the job of the Landscape Committee
but does ensure that the grounds are trimmed, clean
and green, everyday.

There you have it—our Marist Lay Partners
here at MAPAC. We call MAPAC a community and
they are part of this community. MAPAC’s daily exis-
tence would not be possible without our Lay Partners
by our side. We may be living different lives, but we
gather at one table, so much that we know we need
each other. Each member in the community has his/
her important role in our mission. That’s how our
life goes on at MAPAC. MMM

Cover Story
By Brother DOLPH FRANZ MEJIA (Philippines)
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“The communion between Lay people and Brothers
complements and enriches our specific vocations and
different states of life. There is not only a place for both at
the table, but we need each other at our side.” (Gathered
Around The Same Table, # 79)

Our lay workers here in MAPAC are indeed a
great help to us. They are the people who

silently work and help us in our daily activities.
People outside our compound who are not aware of
their presence, do not know of the many ways our Lay
Partners make our lives here at MAPAC better and
more comfortable.

I want to dedicate this article to our beloved lay
workers. They are worthy of recognition as they are
not only employees but, they are also our role models
and an inspiration for our vocations. They inspire us
through their own way of life. They have their own
families at home and yet they still balance their own
time for their families and for their vocation as our
lay partners.

In MAPAC we have our four Big Sisters and four
Big Brothers. Let me talk to you about them one by
one.

Let me introduce the first two of our Big Sisters. They are
our two great cooks, Ate Mel and Ate Venus, working in the
MAPAC kitchen all day. They are always making our
stomach full and contented. Our kitchen ladies are so very
friendly that they’re almost like our mothers. Everyday they
see to it that all of the Brothers have eaten, which gives me
the impression that they love us.

The third of our B i g
Sisters is our newly h i r e d
laundry woman, Ate Amy. She is the replacement of Ate
Martina who recently retired after twenty-one years of
service. Although new to MAPAC, Ate Amy is certainly
doing a great job.

And who can miss the fair-lady-in-the-office who
does it all—when it comes to papers and documents of
course. The fourth of our Big Sisters is Mrs. Yolanda
Faminiano (known to us as Ma’am Yolly), our
secretary and registrar. Her concern is not just the
academic matters but also of other things the
Brothers need, such as processing of passports and
visas, couriers, and communications. Ma’am Yolly’s
expertise in her craft, added to her friendly nature,
makes her perfect for the job.

Now we turn to our four Big Brothers here at MAPAC.
They’re Kuya B’dick, Kuya Leo, Kuya Arnal and Kuya Gil.
Kuya B’dick and Kuya Leo are in charge of making our
places clean and neat. Both of them are approachable and
fun to be with. Kuya Gil is in charge of the overall
maintenance of the premises. He attends to all plumbing,
electrical, and general house repairs. With the Rector’s
monitoring, Kuya Gil makes himself available when the
Brothers need a hand with repairs in the different
fraternities. And the fourth of our Kuyas is our
community driver, Kuya Arnal. Aside from doing the
driving for community errands, he also looks after the
vehicles. His genius in driving makes him a real asset at
MAPAC. Turn to previous page...

By Brother ROEL B. DEL ROSARIO (Philippines)

From left to right:
Mrs. Amy Lasala,
Mr. Connie  Gayda,
Mrs. Venus Gayda,
Mrs. Yolly Faminiano,
Mrs. Imelda Agustin,
Mr. Arnal Castillo,
& Mr. Leo Valle
Inset photo:
Mr. Gil Gabrillo
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By Brother MANUEL D. PAULINO JR. (Philippines)

It has been weeks since we’ve arrived at MA-
PAC. The first week was a big one for us.
An Orientation Program was set for the

week not only for the new comers in the community
but also for its current members. The orientation
was about the life, culture and the way things are
done here.

The most thrilling part of the orientation pro-
gram was on the final day: the tour in Metro Manila.
Allow me to share with you my experience that day,
on June 2, 2012, but first I will post a simple ques-
tion and ask you to choose one answer: What are
you going to do if you are a stranger in a place?

A. Get someone who knows the place to accompany you so
that you will not get lost.

B. Be observant of your surroundings, especially of the life-
style of the people, the structure of the buildings, and of
signs.

C. Just relax and pretend that you know the place well so
that others will not be tempted to trick you.

D. All of the above.

With all honesty, my answer would be letter D,
“all of the above”. We experienced all these things
when we had our wonderful and enjoyable tour in
Metropolitan Manila with all the first year Brothers:
Celso Fernandez Jr, Jo-an Legaste, Nester Martinez,
Fred Salubre and yours truly (the Philippines); An-
drew Litanga (Papua New Guinea); and David Fol-
sun (Vanuatu). There were also two new staff mem-
bers who joined us on the tour. They were Brother

Bill McCarthy (Australia) and Brother Steve Filipo
(New Zealand). Joining us also on the tour were
Fransiskus Xaverius Gua Making and Andreas Pito,
both La Mennais Brothers from Indonesia. The
three most important persons on the tour were our
tour guide, Brother Romy our bursar, and our driver
Kuya Arnal.

Our first destination was the oldest district and
historic core of Manila, the Intramuros.  We walked
thru every part of this place and we were amazed at
its unique structure. Part of this place is the Rizal
Shrine. At Fort Santiago, the buildings preserved
are dedicated to the Philippine national hero, Dr.
Jose Rizal who was imprisoned here during the
Spanish era. He is really worthy to be a hero, a
model of sacrifice and service to his countrymen; a
person with a great love of his motherland. From
this experience, I developed a wish to be like Rizal.

Our lunch was at Market! Market! Mall in Boni-
facio Global City at around 12:30. The last destina-
tion was at the American Memorial Cemetery.  This
place for me is one of the sacred areas in the Philip-
pines. Thousands of names were written on the
walls. As I was looking at their names and their
graves, I felt the love of these soldiers for their re-
spective countries. Also, I experienced a feeling of
serenity, peace and joy which rarely happens to me.

I would like to end this article by quoting from
Camille Pissarro, “Blessed are they who see beauti-
ful things in humble places, where other people see
nothing.” MMM

12                                                               MAPAC Newsletter—June 2012, Summer Edition



On March 26-30, 2012, three Daughters of St. Francis of Assisi
Sisters, 3 Hospitaller Sisters & the student Brothers, took a
modular class on Prayer, Spirituality and Praxis. It was
facilitated by Fr. Francis Zabala, OMI. Part of the module is
the Shibashi and Yoga exercises. For this, Fr. Francis called for
the assistance of his younger companions in the community,
Brother Ronald, who facilitated the Shibashi, and Brother
Peter who led us into the Yoga exercises. That was a
wonderful experience as most of us took part in them for the

first time. In a way, the module was a very good preparation for our Retreat and Immersion
where we were given the opportunity of pondering God’s presence both in silence and in the
busy life of ordinary people. –by Br. Maqmaq Romero (Philippines)

The third year student Brothers with two Hospitaller Sis-
ters had a modular class on Test, Evaluation and Meas-
urement on April 23-30, 2012. The class was facilitated
by none other than our own Lay Partner, Mrs. Angela T.
Undar, Ed.D. She flew all the way from Mindanao to
share with us what is needed for this significant course.
The first part of the module was about the Measures of
Central Tendency. In the second part we did statistics.
Dr. Undar also gave way extra class to the Filipino stu-
dents. She believed that it was essential for us in taking
the Philippine Licensure Examinations for Teachers (LET). The ability of Ma’am Angie to make a
hard course easy was so evident. She helped us all through the assignments and practices. She
was very considerate, especially in adjusting to our pacing and performance in class. At the
end of the course, our group was sincerely thankful for Ma’am Angie’s valuable contribution to
our learning. –by Br. Maqmaq Romero (Philippines)

With this renewal of vows, our
retreat came to an end after which we had our lunch in the late
morning. At the end of the lunch, Brother Peter thanked all the
participants, in particular those who played the role of retreat

director, as they had given us a valuable guidance to make the
retreat a very fruitful and meaningful one. We then left the retreat
house at 11:30 a.m. in the morning and arrived at MAPAC
around 3 p.m. in the afternoon. - by Br. Darwin Bosco (India)

RETREAT...From page 4.

enriching experience with
things to learn, with thoughts

and emotions to reflect on, with issues to discuss, with problems
to find solutions for, with beauty to ponder, with newness and
uniqueness to share, and finally with memories to treasure and
remember forever.  We can bear witness not only to the lives of
joy and happiness lived by our host families whose friendship
and hospitality we experienced, but also to their struggles and
sufferings for whom the world is neither just nor equal. However

God favors the poor and wants to be very much part of their lives
and gives them hope for a better future and courage to face the
challenges and difficulties in their lives. Though they go through
a lot of hardship due to poor living conditions, tomorrow might be
theirs as God is always on their side.  The immersion has given
us an experience which will enlighten and enrich our lives and
will be remembered forever. We would like to express our grati-
tude to those who supported and guided us in the immersion
program. -by Br. Darwin Bosco (India)

IMMERSION...From page 4.

Br. Ronald, OMI, leading the Shibashi exercise
during the Prayer and Spirituality module.

Photo ops with the facilitator herself, Dr. Angie Undar,
during the Test, Evaluation & Measurement module.
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By Brother ROMY PORRAS (Philippines)

1.MAPAC no longer has a chaplain in
residence.  Instead our daily weekday
Masses are celebrated by priests from

different congregations within our parish.  On
Mondays, we have the Marian Missionaries of the
Holy Cross (MMHC); on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, we have the Barnabites (CRSP); and
on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, we have
the Camillian Fathers (MI).
2. The Augustinian Fathers (AA) were very
generous in celebrating Mass with us during the
previous semester, after which they transferred
their residence to Barangka, Marikina  City.  Their
rented house along East Drive, not far from our
parish church, was taken over by the La Mennais
Brothers (FICP): two formators (African and
French) and two Indonesian scholastics.  These
two scholastics are taking the full course at
MAPAC including P.E. and AFA.
3. We have 14 third year student Brothers
this semester.  They are divided into two
fraternities, namely, Alfano and Francois
fraternities.  Br. Romy and Br. Bryan are the
animators of these fraternities respectively.
Although they are called the live-out animators,
both living in La Valla Fraternity, they are present
at all prayers, meals, meetings and other activities,
but they leave the fraternity organization to the
young Brothers, especially to the moderators,
bursars and committee chairs.
4. Graduation at MAPAC is scheduled for
Friday, October 5, 2012.

5. The following
modules are scheduled this first semester:
Coaching and Sports, Addictions and First Aid.
6. Full MAPAC Board Meeting:  October 8-9,
2012.  The members are the Provincial Superiors
and District Superiors of Asia and the Pacific
regions, the delegate of the Superior General and
the Rector of MAPAC.
7. Plans for summer 2013 in Mindanao:
attendance at Notre Dame of Marbel University
graduation 2013, Immersion and Exposure at the
selected NDMU's Champagnat Community
College areas, outings in Glan and Lake Sebu and
visits to the different Marist communities and
apostolate.  Community retreat most probably in
Tagaytay City again.
8. The third year student Brothers are having
non-MAPAC staff as spiritual directors.  All of
those belonging to East Asia Province (4 Pinoys, 3
Koreans and 1 Chinese) have Br. Ted Fernandez as
their spiritual director.  The other six go to either
of the following: a Benedictine Sister (OSB), a
Franciscan Sister (SFIC) and a Barnabite Father
(CRSP).
9. The second year student Brothers’ group
has been greatly reduced in numbers.  In June 2011
there were nineteen, but at this time of writing
(June 27, 2012) there are only thirteen remaining.
Two Filipinos have left the congregation. The
other four student Brothers returned to their
provinces and district (1 PNG, 1 Sri Lanka, 1
Vanuatu and 1 Kiribati) for various reasons, like
health and further discernment. MMM
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Asia Pacific Center (MAPAC)
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+++++++++++++++++++++
We would like to hear from

you comments and suggestions.
Contact us:

83 St.M.Champagnat Street
Marikina Heights

Marikina City, Philippines
Tel. No.: 632 948 4018
arpeefms@yahoo.com
www.mapac-marist.org

facebook.com/groups/mapac

“Mary, dawn of the new times, continues at our
side to be our source of renewal… Mary, dawn of

the new times that are already beginning to
appear. From her hand, we will be capable of

launching ourselves towards new lands, in spite of
our resistances and fears.”

–Emili Turu, fms, He Gave Us the Name of Mary

OUTING. With lots of excitement and expectation, we MAPAC brothers departed at around 6 a.m. for our annual outing to
Dawal beach in Ouacon, Candelaria, Zambales on the 4th of May. Around 12: 30 p.m. we reached the resort where we were to
stay for a few days. We were excited and expectant for a number of reasons. Firstly, for most of us, if not all, it was our first
time to go to Dawal beach. So everyone was very keen to see the place and to know what the beach had in store to offer, and
secondly, we student brothers were really desperate to have some time away from the busy life of MAPAC, especially after the
end of our module classes. In the first afternoon, we had some fun-filled activities such as playing volleyball on the beach of
Dawal and swimming in the sea. The second day also had some exciting things for us, like playing soccer and rugby touch on
the beach, swimming and singing Karaoke. One attraction in the place the Potipot Island. It’s very close to the resort and only
required an affordable amount of money (thanks to Br. Romy) for some of us to cross over and enjoy the white sand beach.
On the evening of May 5, we had a social gathering as a community. One
thing that impressed me a lot was that some Brothers were performing
exceptionally well in singing Karaoke, even though they didn’t have great
voices (LOL!). On the next day, which was Sunday, we attended morning
Mass at the parish church, which was the last activity of our outing. Then at
10: 30 a.m. we departed for MAPAC, having lunch on the way, arriving at
about 3 p.m. Overall, we had some amazing times during the outing. The
beach was not marvelous but certainly it was good enough to offer us an
atmosphere that allowed us to have some fun-filled time and well-
deserved rest from the routine of MAPAC. -by Br. Darwin Bosco (India)

RECENT EVENTS. There are only two holidays from class in
MAPAC: June 12th, which is the Independence Day of the
Philippines, and June 6 th, which is obviously the Feast Day

of our Founder. Unfortunately, they’ve both come to pass...each with a worthwhile celebration. On June 12 th, the
Filipino Brothers prepared a simple liturgy in the morning and a fun social in the evening. There was a showcase of
Filipino attractions dubbed as “It’s More Fun in the Philippines!”—Philippine tourism’s newest slogan. And on June
6th, the 3rd year Brothers led the community in a creatively meaningful Eucharistic celebration in honor of St.
Marcellin Champagnat, with the theme “He gave us the name of Mary”—taken from Br. Emili’s circular. This was
followed by a well-prepared lunch and well-spent time with each other. –by Br. Maqmaq Romero (Philippines)

The Communications Committee. The previous members (top, L-R) Br. Maqmaq
(former Chairman), Br. Roel & Br. Darwin and the current members  (bottom, L-R) Br.

Dolph, Br. Pau, & Br. Isma (New chairman) with Br. Romy (Liaison).

Acknowledgements:
The new Communications

Committee would like to thank
the following:

 The previous Committee
for the production of this

issue.
 Our consultants:

Br. Romy Porras, fms
Br. Bill McCarthy, fms and

Br. Peter Rodney, fms.

Brothers Paul, Noynoy, Blaise, & Bryan

Watch out
for the next
issue which
will be on
MAPAC

Graduation!
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EXTERNS
Angelic Sisters of St. Paul
Sr. Maria Gergonia, ASP (Indonesia)
Sr. Imelda Florentina Kalamidi Ole, ASP (Indonesia)
Sr. Maria Hingi Kapuka, ASP (Indonesia)
Sr. Stefania Seran, ASP (Indonesia)

Brothers of Christian Instruction of Ploermel
Br. Franciskus Xaverius Gua, FICP   (Indonesia)
Br. Andreas Pito, FICP                      (Indonesia)

Daughters of St. Francis of Assisi
Sr. Agnes Bete, DSFA (Indonesia)
Sr. Marta Seco, DSFA (Timor Leste)
Sr. Imaculada Sufa, DSFA (Timor Leste)

Dominican Sisters of Santa Maria of the Rosary
Sr. Disha Kunnath George, OP      (India)

Hospitaller Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Sr. Sarian S. Buyayaw, HSC (Philippines)
Sr. Yehlen T. Lanugan, HSC (Philippines)
Sr. Jennylyn C. Robea, HSC (Philippines)

Lay
Ms. Milyn Balquin (Philippines)
Ms. Ma. Linda Paulino (Philippines)

THIRD YEARS (Marist Brothers)
Br. Dionesio D. Acosta, Jr. FMS (Jong)
Br. Ilnam Choi, FMS                  (Ilnam)
Br. Robert Naiony Ek, FMS        (Bob)
Br. Raymund C. Gallardo, FMS  (Mon)
Br. Ueanimatang Kimaere, FMS (Ueany)
Br. Biniamin Masih, FMS             (Ben)
Br. Amberoti Nantei, FMS           (Ambe)
Br. Mark Anthony Romero, FMS (Maq2x)
Br. Jonnel M. Sisneros, FMS   (Noynoy)
Br. Ju-Sung Son, FMS              (Gabriel)
Br. Bonaventure Tolack, FMS    (Bona)
Br. Darvinbosco William, FMS   (Darvin)
Br. Keun Ho Won, FMS               (Paul)
Br. Zhenxiong Yang, FMS           (John)

Philippines
Korea
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Kiribati
Pakistan
Kiribati
Philippines
Philippines
Korea
Vanuatu
India
Korea
China

SECOND YEARS (Marist Brothers)
Br. Ismael S. Catulong Jr., FMS   (Isma)
Br. Roel B. Del Rosario, FMS       (Bird)
Br. Jano John P. Evangelista, FMS (Jano)
Br. Clint Guanzon, FMS                (Clint)
Br. Jeffrey R. Guino-o                 (Jepoy)
Br. Blaise Jai, FMS                     (Blaise)
Br. Adrian P. Mana-ay, FMS         (Ian)
Br. Dolph Franz A. Mejia             (Dolph)
Br. Efren Savariz Jr. FMS            (Efren)
Br. Desmond Sawai, FMS            (Des)
Br. Charles Tavore, FMS         (Charles)
Br. Renaud Tsione, FMS         (Renaud)
Br. Imran Yousaf, FMS                (Imran)

Philippines
Philippines
Philippines
Philippines
Philippines
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Philippines
Philippines
Papua New Guinea
Papua New Guinea
Vanuatu
Pakistan

FIRST YEARS (Marist Brothers)
Br. Celso O. Fernandez, Jr., FMS (Celso)
Br. Jo-an C. Legaste, FMS          (Jo-an)
Br. Andrew Kita Litanga, FMS  (Andrew)
Br. Nester L. Martinez, FMS      (Nester)
Br. David Molsul, FMS                (David)
Br. Manuel D. Paulino Jr., FMS     (Pau)
Br. Fred A. Salubre, FMS              (Fred)

Philippines
Philippines
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Vanuatu
Philippines
Philippines

School Year 2012-2013 - First Semester
1st 2nd 3rd Staff Total

Philippines 5 8 4 2 19
South Korea 3 3
China 1 1
Pakistan 1 1 2
India 1 1
Papua New Guinea 1 3 1 1 6
Vanuatu 1 1 1 4
Kiribati 2 2
Australia 3 3
New Zealand 1 1
Sri Lanka 1 1

Total: 7 13 14 8 42
Flags representing

the MAPAC Community
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