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             Marist East Asia Province Newsbits 
 

Provincial’s Note: 
Dear Brothers and Lay Marists: 
 
With joy, I share with you the first issue of MARISTEA.  You might be asking why MARISTEA?  It 
is simply the combination of Marist and the initial letters of the words East Asia. Added to the 
combination of words, I thought about the significance of the life-giving, energy boosting effect of 
tea which is important in the life of Asians. It is my hope that in every issue of our MARISTEA, we 
feel animated of the news bits across our Province and that we continue to be inspired to begin 
each day in our mission with renewed enthusiasm, just like what a soothing feeling a cup of tea 
can bring. 
 
On July 25, the Church celebrated the feast of St. James. He was one of the three apostles chosen 
by Jesus to witness His transfiguration. The Gospel of Mark says that it was James, who was 
with his brother John, who asked Jesus to let them sit on His right and on His left in the Kingdom.  
The other disciples were resentful towards James and his brother and it was then, that Jesus 
taught them the lesson of humble service. He told them, that the purpose of leadership or authority 
is service, humble service.  They are not to lord over others nor impose themselves.   
 
Let us then follow the teachings of Jesus to the apostles.  When we are in the position of leadership, 
let us not be arrogant nor autocratic but rather, let us be servant leaders like Jesus who is the 
servant of all.  

 

 

ST.JOSEPH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL TURN-OVER CEREMONY 
 

A farewell Mass and assembly were held on 14 

June 2019 for Brother Paul Hough, FMS who 
retired as Principal of St Joseph’s International 

School. The Mass in St Peter’s Church was 

presided by Archbishop Simon Poh and 
concelebrated by Fr. Francis Lim, SJ. After Mass, 

there was a special assembly to give tribute to 

Brother Paul. Several students performed 
musical renditions and a group of girls 

showcased a K-pop dance. Speeches of 

appreciation were expressed for what Brother 

Paul has done in SJIS. He was the first principal and the one who spearheaded 
the construction of the new buildings in 2017. The good work begun by Brother 

Paul will be carried on by his successor Br. Robert Teoh, FMS. 

 

 

 

https://ph.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrwJSK86jhdFUUA2Wq1Rwx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIyYWk2czExBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhYzdjYjdhMTEzNmNjNTA2ZWQ1M2MyMWFlZTljNmVkMARncG9zAzIEaXQDYmluZw--?back=https://ph.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Marist+East+Asia+Logo&n=60&ei=UTF-8&fr=yfp-t&fr2=sb-top-ph.images.search&tab=organic&ri=2&w=2000&h=750&imgurl=dev.eastasiamarist.org/img/maristeast.png&rurl=http://dev.eastasiamarist.org/index.php&size=509.0KB&name=Marist+East-Asia+:+Home&p=Marist+East+Asia+Logo&oid=ac7cb7a1136cc506ed53c21aee9c6ed0&fr2=sb-top-ph.images.search&fr=yfp-t&tt=Marist+East-Asia+:+Home&b=0&ni=96&no=2&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=117iftt8a&sigb=14cvgohl8&sigi=119k6ierj&sigt=10nnf4ilo&sign=10nnf4ilo&.crumb=7tIoQvm6fxG&fr=yfp-t&fr2=sb-top-ph.images.search
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Marist East Asia Province Newsbits 

FIRST PROVINCIAL COUNCIL MEETING  
 

The first Marist Provincial Council 

meeting was held in Sibu, 

Sarawak, Malaysia on July 2-5, 

2019.   

Br. Dominador Santiago, FMS, 

Provincial, and the council 

members Br. Domingo Lee, FMS 

from Korea/Japan sector,             

Br. Andrew Chan, FMS, from the China sector, Br. Manuel de Leon, FMS and 

Br. Allan de Castro, FMS from the Philippine sector had a strategic planning,  

discussing the programs of the province for the next three years.  Brothers John 

Heng, FMS, and Br. Anthony Tay, FMS of The Catholic High School of Sibu 

Community hosted the meeting.   

ECONOMY AT THE SERVICE OF CHARISM AND MISSION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty Marist Brothers, Sisters and Lay from Africa, Asia, Oceania and the 

Americas underwent a formation program in Philippines on Strategic Planning 

& Financial Management with the theme: Economy at the Service of the Charism 

and Mission. This program was tailored for people involved in the economic 

management of their respective Administrative Units. The learning sessions took 

place from May 20 to June 8, 2019 at Notre Dame of Dadiangas University. 

(Champagnat.org) 
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BR. ROMY CELEBRATES HIS GOLDEN JUBILEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Br. Romulo Porras, FMS celebrated his Golden Jubilee last July 20.  The event 

was attended by the members of his family, the Brothers, personnel of the 

different school institutions, and friends.  More than 250 people attended the 

said event. For being a Marist Brother for 50 years, Br. Romy claims: “I am forever 

grateful for God’s presence in my life…” 

COMMUNITY IMMERSION OF MDA POSTULANTS 

 

Twelve postulants from Marist 

District of Asia are having their 

immersion in our communities in the 

Philippines from July 20-26, 2019.  

Tapan and Filomeno are assigned in 

Marbel, Clementino and Thanh at 

NDDU, Pech, Leonel, and Julio at 

Notre Dame of Kidapawan, Dionisio, 

Suman, and Pedro at NDC, and 

Ronaldo and Salvador in Lagao. 

 

PREPARATION FOR PERPETUAL PROFESSION PROGRAM 

The Preparation for Perpetual Profession Program started Last May 24 and had 

ended on July 20, 2019.  The 8-week long preparation for perpetual profession 
in Marist Brothers Novitiate was attended by 15 participants from six different 

countries, namely: Dominic Nekebatu (Solomon Islands) and Jeremy Wabi 

(Bougainville) from the District of Melanesia; Fabio Oliveira (Portugal) from the  
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Compostela Province; Cong Nguyen (Vietnam) and Quy Nguyen (Vietnam) from 

the Marist District of Asia; John Emil Alada (Philippines), Rechie Dean Bagsican 
(Philippines), Raymund Gallardo (Philippines), Lloyd Gamboa (Philippines),Deo 

Dudz Hizo (Philippines), Philip Caesar Renacia (Philippines), Cian Marco 

Tabuada (Philippines), John Allen Timola (Philippines), Aljon Yonder 

(Philippines) and Moses Cho (South Korea) from the East Asia Province. 

Along with the Novitiate community, the participants were welcomed by the 

Preparation Team headed by Br. Bryan Davis (Australia), Br. Jacobo Song (South 

Korea), and Br. Ted Fernandez (Philippines). 

Br. Bryan Davis led the first week with 
“Vocational Quest”, where participants 

shared about their vocation stories, their 

questions on religious life, discernment, 
meaning of life and their hopes and 

expectations. 

Br. Graham Neist presented the topic on 

Listening and Responding Contemplatively 

and Br. Michael Green presented Marcellin’s 
Spirituality according to the vows, wherein the “bon enfant” style of being a 

brother, a down-to-earth way of being a brother, appealed to most. 

Br. Seán Sammon presented “An Undivided Heart”, a topic on celibate chaste 

living.  He gave each participants a copy of his book. 

Br. Barry Burns presented Living Simply, a 
connection of the vow of poverty with our pope’s 

call to care for our common home. 

Br. Tony Leon presented Brothers Today as an 

epic love story, and he prompted participants 

to make their own artworks. 

 Br. Ángel Medina presented New Expressions 
of Marist Life, particularly the La Valla 200 Program.  Highlights of the event 

include going to the nearby beach in Loloma to swim and play volleyball, the 

excitement of drinking drinking kava, a must-try local drink and the wearing 
of  Bula shirts and Fijian sulu.  The participants asked for continued prayers for 

them and they hope to bring the best of their experiences when they return back 

to their communities and ministries.   

 (By: Allen, Cong, Emil and Fabio) 
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MARIST EAST ASIA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

The Marist East Asia Basketball Tournament was held in Catholic High School 

Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia last July1-5, 2019 with the theme, “Journeying 
Together as a Global Marist Family”. The tournament was participated in by 8 

schools. Namely: Catholic High School, PJ, Malaysia, St. Francis Xavier’s 

College, Kowloon, Hong Kong, St. Francis Xavier’s School, Tsuen Wan, Hong 
Kong, Marist Stella High School, Mount Vernon Road, Singapore, Marist School, 

Marikina, Philippines, Notre Dame of Cotabato, Philippines, Catholic High 

School, Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia, Sacred Heart School, Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia. 
Marist school, Marikina, was declared champion.  

 

MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON PATRIMONY 

 

Br. Allan de Castro, FMS, attended the 

International Patrimony Commission 
Meeting in Rome from June 22-26, 2019.  

The Patrimony Commission, has an 

important role in the life of the Institute in 
the preservation and promotion of the 

richness of the spiritual legacy of our 

Founder, St. Marcellin. 
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Notre Dame of Marbel University Kariktan Dance Troupe celebrated its 47th 

Foundation Anniversary with the theme: "Graceful and Gracious Through the 

Years".  The celebration was graced by the presence of their founder Mrs. Sofia 
T. Reyes, also a retired Dean of the Teachers’ College of NDMU.  The celebration 

was held last July 21, 2019 at Fred Ann’s Food House in the City of Koronadal, 

South Cotabato.  Kariktan  is the longest existing cultural dance troupe in South 
Cotabato.  NDMU through its cultural organizations has contributed a lot in the 

cultural preservation and appreciation in the Province and beyond the region. 

 

 

FORMATION OF MARIST LAY LEADERS OF ANIMATION 

 

Addressing one of the priorities of the 5th East 
Asia Provincial Chapter on Lay Partnership, 

particularly its aim of developing team of 

Marist lay formation facilitators, Notre Dame 
of Dadiangas University (NDDU) took steps 

forward by sending potential lay leaders for a 

formation session facilitated by the East Asia 
Laity Desk on June 26, 2019. In this 

gathering, participants shared on the Marist 

formation initiatives they facilitated since the 
time they ended the 2nd Phase of their 

training in May 2019. 
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On July 19, 2019. Sixteen (16) personnel 

from Notre Dame of Marbel University 
participated in the Formation of Marist Lay 

Animators. The program was convened by 

the NDMU Human Resource office. 

Participants were prepared to take active 
role in leading sessions that could deepen 

the faith formation of the Marist laity in the 

academe. 
 

 

 
MEETING OF SMC NATIONAL COUNCIL OF MODERATORS 

 

SMC National Council of Moderators’ Meeting was 
held in Kidapawan on June 21, 2019.  In 

attendance were:  Mrs. Angela Undar (Notre Dame 

of Cotabato), Ms. Ivy Yecyec (Notre Dame of 

Kidapawan), Ms. Welhilmina Tajo (Notre Dame of 
Marbel University), Mr. Leander Arroza (Notre 

Dame of Dadiangas University), Br. Jick de Leon, 

FMS (Notre Dame of Kidapawan College), and Mr. 
John Wayne Lopez (NDMU).  It was a moment of 

sharing ideas and setting direction to provide 

direction in the animation of the youth members 
of the SMC. 

 

 
NDC TAKES ACTION ON UTILIZING RENEWABLE ENERGY 

 

The Solar Panels are important to generate use of renewable energy.  Last May 

24, 2019, Notre Dame of Cotabato had a blessing and installation of its Solar 
Panel were the contractor Mr. Ralf Klett from Germany, Br. Allan de Castro, FMS, 

the School Director, and personnel and friends of NDC were present for the event. 
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Prayers for: 

 Ms. Myrna Galumo a former teacher of NDMU, who died on June 28. 

 Atty. Velarde a former board member of NDMU, who died on July 8. 

 Ms. Emelyn de Asis of NDKC who died suddenly of a heart attack on July 

9. 

 Br. Ian Mana-ay, FMS who is still recovering from his sickness. 

 The mother of Br. Nelson Beltran, FMS who is very sick.  

 We pray for peace, especially in Jolo. 

 The success of our new school year 2019-2020. 

 

 

 
 

 

 BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO: 

  

 July 25:  Br. Christopher Gorit, FMS 

 July 29:  Br. Ignatius In, FMS 

 July 31:  Br. Roy Deita, FMS 

 August 2:  Br. Dominique Rhyou, FMS 

 August 9:  Br. Jeff Rhey Antiquisa, FMS 

 August 10:  Br. Manuel Uluan, FMS 

 August 16:  Br. Aljon Yonder, FMS 

 August 18: Br. Philip Renacia, FMS 
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Message of the 5th Provincial Chapter 

 

Dear Marists of Champagnat, 

 

We, the delegates and participants of 

the 5th Provincial Chapter of the 

Province of East Asia,  gathered at the 

newly inaugurated Marist Asia 

Spirituality and Mission Center in Lake 

Sebu, South Cotabato, discerned what 

God is calling us to BE and DO mindful 

of Mary’s words, “DO WHATEVER HE 

TELLS YOU TO DO.” (John 2:5) 

After having reflected together on our realities and the Five (5) Calls of the 22nd 

General Chapter, we have identified the following priorities for the next three 

years: 

 

1. Deepening of Interior Life (Spirituality and Prayer) 

In order to become “beacons of hope in this turbulent world”, we need:  

 to have the mindfulness and awareness of the value of being grounded 

and connected to the Source of Life and Wisdom;  

 to provide time and space for the exercise of  

contemplation,  meditate on the Living Word of God, 

and  “break bread” in the celebration of the Holy 

Eucharist;  

 to go back to the spirit of the Beatitudes;  
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 the leadership to give opportunities for formal  updating and continuing 

education on theology and religious studies; and 

 to develop a common understanding of Marist Asian Spirituality and 

deepen it. 

 

2. Governance, Leadership and Pastoral Care (Caring) 

To be the face and hands of God’s tender mercy, we need:  

 our leaders to nurture a caring attitude by becoming genuine servant-

leaders;  

 to exude a welcoming, joyful and fraternal presence in the communities 

and ministries;  

 to be instruments of reconciliation and forgiveness through dialogue, 

contemplative listening and honest conversation;  

 to provide special care and appropriate attention to the needs of the 

elderly and the sick, i.e., adequate Care Home facilities;  

 to establish structures that will facilitate participatory management, 

shared responsibility, transparency and accountability in governance 

and in decision-making processes; and  

 to set criteria, norms and standards in choosing and keeping people in 

positions of leadership.  

 

3. Vocation and Formation (Caring) 

To prepare young people to become future Marist Brothers who are inspired 

and creative bridge-builders, there is a need: 

 to formulate and implement a Comprehensive Initial Formation Program 

that every Brother and Lay Marist can own and support;  

 to give priority to adequate staffing of formation houses and provide 

proper formation for formators; and, 
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 to design effective ways and means of promoting vocations and doing 

recruitment.  

 

4. Significant Presence Among Children and Young People (Caring) 

In order to journey with children and young people living in the margins of 

life, we need:  

 to strengthen our pedagogy of 

presence and establish a culture of 

encounter with children and young 

people through quality presence, 

active response to their concerns, 

etc.;  

 to develop  creative and innovative ways of working WITH young 

people;  

 to provide a safe and secure environment for children and young people 

in our communities and ministries; i.e. Child Rights and Protection 

Policies; and  

 to prepare Brothers and Lay Marists to be effective ministers among 

young people.  

 

5. Lay Partnership (Caring) 

In order to foster genuine partnership in mission between the Brothers and 

the Lay, we need:  

 to have an inclusive understanding of the 

Marist Lay Vocation and a supportive 

attitude in recognizing and promoting it;  

 to provide a systematic and developmental 

formation program for Lay Marists 

respectful of the diversity and levels of engagement among them;  
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 to identify competent persons and from among 

them create teams of trainers/formators  to 

ensure the proper implementation of the 

Formation Program for Lay Marists;  

 to strengthen the on-going joint formation of 

Marist and Lay; and, 

 to set guidelines and principles to be applied 

whenever mixed-communities of Brothers and 

Lay are to be established. 

 

6. Responding Boldly to Emerging Needs (Daring) 

 

Like Jesus, who responded boldly to the emerging needs of His time, we too 

need: to come up with concrete programs and activities that will serve as our 

collective effort to care for the earth, our common home;  

 to support the Marist Volunteer Program of the Institute in terms of 

information dissemination, recruitment, financial assistance or 

otherwise, etc.  

 to have the mindset of an international organization and global family 

ready to LET GO and venture into new territories and different cultures 

in order to make Jesus known and loved;  

 to be proactive in responding to the negative effects brought about by 

modern technology in the life of religious, families and young people;  

 to recognize the important role of women in the Church and society; and  

 to collaborate with other Administrative Units in Asia and the whole 

Institute.  

As Marists of Champagnat, we look up to Mary as our inspiration as we commit 

to free our hearts so to be filled with the warmth of God’s love.  We welcome the 

freshness of a new beginning under the stewardship of the Provincial and his 
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Council. With fire in our hearts, we will journey together towards the fulfillment 

of the Reign of God. 

 

With the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the intercession of St. Marcellin and all 

Marist saints, we cannot fail.  

 

In J.M.J.Ch  

   

The Delegates and Participants  

5th Provincial Chapter  

April 24-28, 2019  

Lake Sebu, South Cotabato  

PHILIPPINES  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
“My dream is that the Province of East Asia will be a 

Praying, Caring, and Daring province... 

This is the challenge to all of us: 

…to be Brothers, and Lay Marists who are praying, caring, and daring.  

When we have those, surely we cannot be but lighthouses, bridge builders,  

and faces and hands of God’s tender mercy.” 

 
 

Br. Dominador Santiago, FMS 
Inaugural Message as Provincial of East Asia Province 
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