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Taking Root  
by Juan Castro 

Right after our assembly three years ago, I wrote an article 
about the internationality of our district. At that time, there 

were only Brothers but the experience was rich             
nevertheless, and we were grateful to God for calling us to 

live this multinational brotherhood. Three years later, we 
comprise 45 members from 22 nations working in six   

countries. Now, we not only comprise Brothers but also Lay 
Marists. 

 

This year, we had a pre-assembly retreat in order to help us  
clarify and set our vision as well as priorities. It brought me 

back to the time when all the Brothers attended the annual 
retreat at the Hermitage and Marcellin said: “How happy I 

am to announce the end of, or rather, a bit of respite from, 
your demanding task. Come, all of you, to be reunited and 

warmed in the sanctuary which witnessed your becoming 
children of the most loving of Mothers. It will fill us with the 

 

The Inaugural Chapter of the Marist District of Asia -  

Hua Hin, Thailand, 2-6 August 2013  



sweetest joy to see 
y o u  r e n e w i n g    

yourselves in one 
and the same spirit 

and telling Mary that 
you all want to live 

and die under her 
patronage, after  

having faithfully kept 

the promise you   
solemnly gave her. It 

is in union with Jesus 
and Mary that my 

heart, pouring itself 
out affectionately, 

tells you, my very 
dear brothers, how 

much I love you.” 
And 200 years later, 

we experience the 
same feeling.  

 
When the bus that 

was carrying the last 

group of Brothers 
and Lay Marists from 

the airport arrived, 
our happiness was 

great. For three 
years,  Brothers and 

Lay Marists from 
each community had 

been working hard in 
their respective 

countries and some 
have not met for 

more than three 
years, making the 

happiness of this   
reunion palpable. As 

St Paul said, “No 
more Greeks, no 

more Hebrews.” We 

too share the same       
experience – no 

more Americans or 
Europeans, no more 

Asians or Africans, 
we are all part of one 

family. The way we 
listened, shared,   

d i s c e r n e d  a n d       
related to each other 

spoke volumes of our 
sense of belonging to 

this new district. 
T h r e e - y e a r - o l d      

Josue, the son of one 

of the couples, is a 
blessing and joy to 

us, especially during 
Mass when he goes 

around offering the 
sign of peace to  

everyone, sharing 
the peace of the 

Lord. Our first     
novices, one from  

Vietnam and one 
from Cambodia, 

were amazed to see 
the great family to 

which they belong. 
This added a new           

dimension to their 
lives as Marists and 

they were glad to be 

ca l led to  this         
vocation.  

 
Emili told us that     

initially, there was 
skepticism among 

some Brothers with  

regard to this      
project. In his   
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The opening  

ceremony  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After the opening ceremony, members of the district proceeded to the                

conference room, led by Gilber and children from the Karen tribe. 
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The Aspirancy Programme in Bangladesh 
By César Henriquez 

Greetings from Mymensingh!  
 

A few days after our retreat and chapter in Hua Hin, we gave a 
warm welcome to four boys who expressed their intention to 

dedicate their lives to God and Mary as Marist Brothers. Robert, 
Rubel and Tonic met the Brothers in Pirgacha and had spent the 

past two years in the Candidacy. Dipu, on the other hand, met 
the Brothers in Sreemangal. On the evening of 10 August, we 

prayed in the community chapel before having dinner with Br 

George and the candidates.  
 

The Aspirancy not only initiates the aspirants into Marist 

opening speech, he said: “Nine years ago, Asia Mission Ad 
Gentes was only a dream in the mind of the Superiors, but now 

this dream is a reality. We are witnessing the miracle of a new 
life, and you are the midwives whose passion and generosity 

realised the miracle we see today. Don’t stop here...” 
 

The retreat and assembly were meaningful experiences, so 
much so that the majority voted that all Brothers and Lay   

Marists, instead of selected delegates, will participate in the 

next assembly in 2016. We concluded the retreat and assembly 
with a sense of gratitude to God and to all who had made these 

possible, rejoicing in the wealth of our internationality and    
fraternity.  

A girl from the Karen tribe distributing rose petals                   

to chapter participants.  
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Robert, Rubel, Tonic and Dipu 

Charism and helps them to discern their vocation, but is also a 

time for experiencing community life as well as personal and 
spiritual growth. The first week gave the Aspirants an       

overview of the one-year programme, while the second week 
was focused on self-knowledge, community building and   

English lessons. The Aspirancy also includes apostolic          
experiences, which involve various weekly activities with the 

children from the neighbourhood. Hopefully, the Aspirants will 

be ready for Marist life at the end of the programme and   
proceed to the Postulancy. 

Ready for dinner 

 Marist District 
of Asia   
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Geoff Kelly 

5 October 

Paco Garcia 

7 October 

Mitsuaki   

Hatanaka 

24 October 

Neiva Hoffelder 

30 October 

Cristina Kim 

31 October 

Miguel Vielva 

13 November 

Philip Ninfasse 

29 November 

I thank my God 
whenever I think of 
you, and every time 
I pray for all of you, 

I always  

pray with joy… 

Philippians 1:3 
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Summer Camp and Retreat  
By Michael Potter 

The delayed start to the    
Postulancy Programme has 

provided a bonus for the new 
Postulants preparing to travel 

to Davao. For one week, four 
of the five Postulants took 

part in a Summer Camp and 
Retreat at a Cistercian       

Retreat House in a nearby 

Province. Organized by the          
Consortium of Formation  

Programmes for International                  
Congregations, the seminar 

focused on the theme of 
“Facing Life’s Problems” and 

was attended by 50 Aspirants 
and Postulants and 10       

formators from 10 different 
congregations. 

 
The workshops consisted of a 

series of talks, activities, 
group work, liturgies and a 

drama led by the ACI Sisters 

who have a special place in 
their hearts for the Marist 

Brothers due to their          
formation at MAPAC. The 

three-day retreat at the end 

of the programme provided 

an opportunity to consolidate 
the experiences of the    

Marist Aspirants' Drama   

Presentation:                  
Dealing with Life's Problems 



seminar. An advantage of the           
programme was that it was all 

in the national language,   
however, our young men     

displayed their language   
prowess w ith  b i l ingua l       

presentations, which enabled 
the formators from the         

Philippines and New Zealand to 

keep up with what was         
happening. The responses of all 

those involved in the          
programme have been very 

positive. 
 

The new Postulants, Tin, 
Thanh, Sinh, Hung and Trinh, 

begin their Postulancy in Davao 
on 1 September 2013. 

Summer Camp and Retreat - formators and aspirants 

Marist aspirants -         

Thanh, Sinh, Tin, Hung 

The Catholic Church Student Centre (CCSC) 
By Erika and Simon 

CCSC has been running for the last 14 years and gives     
scholarships to around 20 teenagers in Cambodia annually 

who come from rural areas to come to Phnom Penh to do their 
bachelor studies for four years. There are two centres, one 

which currently has 49 students (25 men and 24 ladies) and a     
second centre with 25 girls. The students undertake their 

studies at different universities and in different areas like 
Medicine, Economics, Banking, Finance, Psychology, IT, etc. 

They live at the centre, and apart from their studies with the 

universities they have to undertake additional tasks in the 
centre as well.  
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They work in teams to do things like going to the market, 
cooking, washing, cleaning, etc. The centre also organizes   

activities or workshops to support their studies and lives 
(English, computer classes, etc). This part is where we can 

play a role and share with them a little of our knowledge, 
which we hope to make a difference in their lives. It is     

amazing to see how they work as a team, with everybody 
knowing their tasks for the day or week, and if something is 

wrong it is discussed in the weekly meeting. When there are 
special events (sport days, opening ceremonies for new      

students, or graduation), they all cooperate and contribute to 
help where they can, like putting out the seats, cleaning the 

rooms, drinks, welcoming guests and etc. 

Cleaning up with the students after lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quite a number of students attended our statistics and        

Microsoft Excel courses 
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It was so difficult to say bye to this country. We have fallen in 
love with Cambodia, the people who we have met here and 

our students certainly. The last two-three weeks we have 
worked hard with them and there were intensive days of 

teaching, learning, and sharing knowledge and energy. My 
course had 31 students, and Simon’s course 30 students. We 

were with them from early morning 7am, until really late     
afternoon, some days we were in the centre after dinner. They 

were in our classes always trying so hard to learn, to          

understand what we wanted to teach, and always ready to 
help us when we need it. 

The experience of preparing for the classes, teaching, looking 
for activities to make the classes interesting and fun, and    

using resources from everywhere to better communicate, was 
something unforgettable for us. During the signing of the     

diplomas on the last day, there were feelings of relief and    
success. A feeling that we had done everything we could do, 

and the students had taken advantage of it, and learned 
something. It was wonderful for us. 

 

Apart from the students, we have met some amazing people in 
this country. Diego is somebody who is always ready to help 

and make people happy. Evelyn, the Neangs who are young 
women working hard to realize opportunities and make their 

dreams come true. There was also a missionary family, Estela, 
Rodrigo and the little Josue, who are traveling the world giving 

their time and energy as volunteers to make a difference.  
 

Our farewell was in the afternoon, during the lunch time (our 
last meal in the centre). The lunch was yummy like always, 

and this time there were speeches, smiles, and gifts. It was 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group photo with Diego, centre directors and students 



Having the Cause of  Children’s Rights at Heart 
By César Henriquez 

Personally speaking, this guideline that is contained in one of the 
documents we adopted a few weeks ago as one of the reference 
documents for our district, is as strong as what Br Emili said the 
end of the General Chapter when he challenged us to become 

7. The project seeks to offer a specific Marist way to mission in Asia having 
the cause of the Child Rights at heart 

 

It enhances a clear style of Marist presence: discreet, close to the people, 
simple, respectful of the context and offers the specific FMS  identity way to 
Asia while making a contribution to find new creative ways to educate,   
evangelize, and advocate for poor children and youth. 

 

The ministry will have a focus on child rights and particularly on the             
protection of children and young people in our care. 

 

MDA Project Guidelines 

hard to leave this place. There are so many memories in our 

hearts that give us strengths to carry on our adventure, and 
to trust and have faith that we will come back to the centre 

one day.  
 

These excerpts were taken from - Simplicity, Inspiration and 

Angels – a blog by Erika and Simon, an adventurous           
Colombian-New Zealander couple who decided to realise their 

dream of backpacking around the world in May 2013 and will 
conclude their globetrotting this Christmas in Colombia. They 

were volunteer teachers at the Catholic Church Student Centre 
in Phnom Penh from 24/6/13 – 5/7/13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinner with some of the members of the  

Marist community in Cambodia 
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“experts in evangelisation and 
defending the rights of children 
and youth” (cf. “Words of Br 
Emili Turú SG at the close of the 
XXI General Chapter”).  
 
The countries that form part of 
our Marist District of Asia       
contain about one quarter of the 
world’s children. The different 
settings where we, Lay and   
Marist Brothers, are located, put 
us in contact with many children 
that are living in hard                 
circumstances because they   
belong to ethnic minorities that 
are marginalised by society or, 
to poor families. They face many 
situations that put their            
well-being at risk. 
 
I like the fact that our style of 
Marist presence and our               
contribution to education,    

evangelisation and children 
rights are mentioned together. 
Evangelisation and human      
promotion are part of the 
same mission of the Church,              
witnessing the love of God to 
all humankind. Our Marist way 
of apostolate has its roots in 
the passionate experience of 
our founder who could not see 
a child without loving him and 
telling him how much he/she is 
loved by Jesus.  
 
A quote that was presented 
during the assembly in       
Thailand comes into my mind - 
We protect that we fall in love 
with. We care for children and 
young people; we promote 
and advocate for their rights, 
we provide safe environments 
for them because we love 
them as Jesus does. 

Marist District 
of Asia   



Reflections  
by Juan Castro  

Our sector is now a district. I’m 
not sure about the actual     

difference between the two but 
personally speaking, it means 

that now we have to grow in 
different aspects. Emili’s     

opening speech was short but 
full of challenges. He gave us a 

mandate, asking us to 

be provocative and to challenge 
the entire Institute – “You are 

an international district, you 
were created to be a laboratory 

for the entire Marist world”. His 
words made me feel like a  

white mouse that is used for 
experiments. But of course, 

that was not what he really 
meant.  

 
I think he echoed the words of 

Pope Francis to young          
Argentineans during World 

Youth Day. “I want people to 

go out!” he explained. “I want 
the Church to go out to the 

street! I want us to defend  
ourselves against everything 

that is worldliness, that is    
installation, that is            

comfortableness, that is         
clericalism, that is being      

shut-in in ourselves. The      
parishes, the schools, the     

institutions, exist to go out! If 
they don’t go out, they become 

NGOs, and the Church can’t be 
an NGO.” Make a mess go to 

the streets. Challenge the    

bishops, challenge the       
structures.”  

 
Emili’s voice resounded in my 

ears – “Be provocative, your 
way of life should challenge the 

institute.” I felt small, weak 
and fragile. How can we take 

on this challenge? Emili gave 
us the principle lines of     

action where we are called to 
grow and to be provocative – 

Mysticism, Community and 
Mission. Mysticism? But the 

Marist Apostolic Spirituality is 

centred on ministry.       
Nevertheless, he added: 

“Yes, prophets but also    
contemplatives. Yes,          

apostolic but also spiritual.  
 

The picture of Marcellin  
coming and   going from one 

village to another, attending 
to the needs of the young 

and old, building and moving 
around came into my mind. 

Yes, he focused on ministry 
but at the same time, he was 

also contemplative as he 

knew that Mary was the one 
who had done everything in 

the Institute. He was always 
in action but also aware of 

the presence of God in the 
Hermitage and in Paris. As 

our contemplative aspect has 
always been in need of      
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The Ascension of Christ 
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reinforcement since the   
Second Vatican Council, Emili 

is asking us, Lay and    
Brothers in mission to be 

mystics in Asia where great 
religions were born. 

 
Three years ago when the 

General   Council met, they 

spoke of Sr Mary Sujita 
Kallupurakkathu, SND. She 

said, “Asia offers to the world 
a deeper understanding of 

mysticism based on her   
centuries of spiritual pursuit 

and her accumulated      
spiritual heritage. She is    

familiar with a life of       
passionate search for God 

and   prophetic renunciation. 
The greatest challenge and 

opportunity before us as 

Asian religious is to be mystics 
who are impelled by a passion 

for Christ and his mission of 
compassion. If we are serious 

about being a transforming 
presence in Asia, then we 

must embrace a lifestyle that 
witnesses to our people,      

regardless of their cultural and 

faith traditions, the age-old 
Asian values of true holiness, 

contemplation, renunciation 
and asceticism, detachment 

and simplicity.”  
 

As I reflected, I felt the call 
deepen in our lives the     

presence of the Spirit who 
calls us to be one with God.  

 
Fraternally, 

Juan 

Marist District 
of Asia   

The Marist District of Asia 



중년남자 / 밝은 하늘 明天 

2013-02-04(일) 

 

A Middle Aged Man /  
Bright Sky Mingtian 
Sun. Feb. 4, 2013 

By Ignatius In 

이 나이 먹어도,  

참 파란 하늘 보면 

아내처럼 손잡아주고 싶다 

 

이 나이 먹어도  

저녁 무렵 붉게 물든 석양  

너무 애처로워 껴안아주고 싶다 

 

이 나이 먹어도  

꽃들 만나면 옛 애인 만난 양 

안부 궁금해 저절로 걸음 멈추곤 

한다 

 

파란 하늘 

황금빛 저녁놀 

얼굴 붉힌 꽃 앞에서 주책없이 

상냥해지는 이 남자 

 

여보, 과연 용서해줄 수 있겠소? 

 

Though having reached this age, 
When I look up at a clear Blue Sky, 
I’d like to take it by the hand  
as if  it were my wife. 
 
 

Though having reached this age, 
The Golden Sunset 
looks so lonely that I’d like  
to embrace it. 
 
 

Though having reached this age, 
When I come across Flowers, it’s  
like meeting a long-lost girl friend,  
my curiosity of  them stops me  
in my tracks. 
 
 
At the sight of  Blue Sky; 
Golden Sunset or Flower  
whose face has turned red,  
this poor man has foolishly  
become sweet and gentle, 
 
 
Honey, can you forgive? 

 
 

District Leader/ 
Publication Director: 
Br Juan Castro, FMS 

 
Production: 
Evelyn Kow 

 
Contributors: 

MDA Brothers, Lay Marists  
and Volunteers 

 
Administration Address: 

58/54 Soi Pichai 2, St. Louis 3 
Southern Sathorn Road  

Yannawa, Sathorn, Bangkok 
10120, THAILAND. 

Tel.: (Mobile) +66 (0) 904214382  
E-mail: juancale@hotmail.com 

 
MARIST DISTRICT OF ASIA   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS BRIEF 
No. 28, July - August 2013 

 

13  • Taking Root in a New Land 

Marist District 
of Asia   


