
 

THE APPEARANCE OF MISGUIDED CLERICALISM 
WITHIN SOME OF OUR MARIST COMMUNITIES AND MISSIONS 

                 

Pope Francis has invited Bishops from around the world to come to Rome for a special meeting 
to discuss the problem of paedophilia inside the Church. As he points out, this problem is rooted in 
part in a mistaken idea that some clergy have about their identity and way of exercising authority in 
the Church. “There is a type of clericalism in the Church, something we can see. There are clerics who 
feel superior. They distance themselves from people, constantly saying, ‘this is how you do things…, 
now get out of my way!”  

“This narrow-mindedness is evident when a cleric doesn’t have time to listen to people who 
are suffering, the poor, the sick and the imprisoned. The evil of this kind of clericalism is truly something 
awful; it is a new version of the ancient evil [of religious ‘authorities’ lording it over others].” However, 
the victims remain the same: people who are poor and humble, awaiting the presence of the Lord.” 
(Homily in Casa Santa Marta, December 13, 2016) 

   Unexamined “Clericalism” is the name the Pope uses for 
this distorted way of thinking about authority and power. 
This version of clericalism in the Church has led to a culture 
where criminal abuse is now quite widespread, and 
extraordinary efforts have been made to cover up crimes. 
Over the years, this mentality has brought about the creation 
and maintenance of two distinct groups among Christ’s flock: 
The Hierarchy/Priesthood and the Laity.  But now Lay people 

are speaking up, becoming more aware of their Baptismal vocation and insisting that the Church 
recognize their rights and responsibilities in the ministry of Evangelization.  

In this regard, many years ago Fr. Yves Congar, an outstanding Dominican theologian, wrote: 
“Certain titles or insignia, a certain protocol, certain ways of life and dress, and an abstract and 
pompous vocabulary are all features that isolate, humiliate and degrade. Fortunately, ways of doing 
things meant to inspire respect and surround us with an aura of mystery still persist are counteracting 

 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/cotidie/2016/documents/papa-francesco-cotidie_20161213_people-discarded.html


this pomposity. Nevertheless, there is still a great deal that needs to be done to de-clericalize our 
conception of the Church.” 

    For us Marists of Champagnat 
Laypeople are an integral part of who 
we are, the Holy People of God. Thus, 
just as we are, so they are protagonists 
in our Church and the world. Brothers as 
well as priests are called to serve them, 
not to be served by them. Together we 
are the Church, the people of God. This 

insight is already deeply ingrained in our Congregation. Laypeople are seeking to do their part in the 
Marist Charism. It is true that in the past we may have believed that our Marist Institute and Charism 
were exclusive gifts for the Brothers, but little by little we have come to understand that our Charism 
is a great grace for the entire Church. It is not exclusive to the Brothers, it belongs to the Church, and 
Laypeople are enriching it more and more. 

Brothers, they want to share their Marist Spirit, gifts and talents with us. But sometimes they 
find that a clerical mentality is present in our lives, too. I don’t know how to describe this phenomenon. 
…It could be called clericalism, but among ourselves a better term might be “brotherism” – when 
Brothers believe that we are a cut above Laypeople, have more authority, more privileges; we may think 
that we have a right to be in high positions because we are Brothers, because we can wear a religious 
habit, because we see ourselves as entitled to take precedence over other people and receive special 
treatment in official places. 

Sadly, as is the case among too many clergy today, some of us brothers have been known to 
abuse power and exercise authority to dominate and abuse minors and young adults at risk. We have 
fallen into the same pattern of behaviour for which we criticize the Hierarchy and priests. In effect, we 
have built an artificial barrier between ourselves and Laypeople. 

     We have refused to welcome Laypeople into our homes because we don’t want to become involved 
in the secular world. We isolate ourselves, create our own little world and needlessly water down the 



impact of our vocation to evangelize. People, especially young people, are not interested in devoting 
their lives to institutions that betray their noble ideals.  

We need to wake up, adjust our outlook and bring our hearts in tune with the call of our last 
General Chapter – to build bridges and dedicate ourselves in union with Laypeople to the compelling 
work of our common Baptism, to make Jesus known and loved and bring His loving care, mercy and 
compassion to our world.  

Let us ask Mary our Good Mother, herself a humble Laywoman 
from Nazareth, totally committed to a life cantered in Jesus, to come 
in our help; to guide us in our future-oriented adventure to create 
bridges and attitudes of welcome in all of our communities, 
neighbourhoods and places where we work… 

                                                                                                                                       

Bro. Hoan Castro 
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Manziana is a town located about 40 kilometres (25miles) northwest of Rome with the population around 
6,500 inhabitants. It has a continental climate with cool weather during autumn. 

In 1950 the Marist brothers of Italy opened a juniorate there and due to lack of students it closed around 
1989. Subsequently the house was renovated and in 1993 it became an ongoing formation centre for the 
Brothers of the Institute.  

This current Third age renewal Session brought together 11 
Marist brothers from different nationalities and 2 Marianists 
Brothers from USA, the group ranging in age 66 to 84. (Mature 
and well-seasoned men, proud to have white hair.) in addition 
there were 3 members of team. The atmosphere was relaxed and 
cordial. 

During the first few days of the program, we took the time to 
reflect on our lives and share our personal stories.  

Brothers Ernesto Sanchez, Benjamin Consigil, Sean Sammon, Emili Turu, Michael Green, Brendan Geary, 
Don Bisson and Jose Maria Ferre and other Speakers tried to provide a common thread in the topics they 
presented: transitions in life, Marist and Marianist spirituality; mystics and prophets, health and wellness, 
human development and spiritualty (the psychology of aging), sexuality and affectivity, Mary in our life, 
insights into the New Testament etc.  

In general, the daily program was organized around a common prayer in the morning, followed by two 
sessions with a presenter. Afternoons each us was free to organize his own program. Eucharist was 
celebrated before the evening meal.  

An important part of the program was the pilgrimage to our 
foundational places. While the Marists visited the Hermitage and 
the surrounding areas in France, the Marianists spent time at the 
wellsprings of their foundation in France and Spain. During this 
period, due to inclement weather and their advanced age, 
several Brothers contracted severe colds and the flu.   

During our time in Manziana we visited places of artistic and 
historical importance, made a 3-day pilgrimage to Assisi and had 
a preached retreat. Visitors included General Councillors, members of the General House community and 
Brothers from Australia. A Marist Sister also spent several days with us. 

During the session we enjoyed opportunities to learn more about our mission around the world through 
brief presentations on our various Provinces and Districts and on the ministries in which we are engaged. 
Our program finished with a closing Eucharist and dinner on Saturday, December 8th. 

In brief: this Third Age Renewal Session was a graced time and a wonderful experience, energizing us to 
enter into this stage of our life with gratitude for everything that we experienced.  

Never feel bad about getting older. It’s a privilege denied to many! 

Br. Jose Luis Grande 

 



  News from Sri Lanka Novitiate 

 

During this Christmas time we Marist Novitiate Brothers have done many things in which we have shared 
in some of the gifts of our Lord Jesus Christ. And we hope what we did came from God’s plan. There were 
about 10 events we have been involved in during this month. But I think I will share with you only three 
that I found were really meaningful this Christmas time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the 15th of December we came to Sahana Madura where the people having mental disability problems. 
We sang Christmas Carols and joined with them through their drama and singing too. 

 

On 23rd Sunday at three o’clock we had sharing of gifts with three poor families who live nearby. So what 
we did was collect our personal money and some more money from community to buy something for their 
need on Christmas day.  

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

Also, in the evening at that day we went to the Benedictine Sisters to share our Christmas with all of the 
old people there, and we sang and danced. We just want to bring something from our hearts as “the food 
inside the Manger” to them and we received their happiness after that. 

Hoang Anh – 2nd year Novice 

 



 

Happy new year to you all. 

After the Christmas break, our postulants continue their formation process. The 1st years are 

immersed in improving their English, formation in community living (this month about 

community prayer) and accompaniment. The 2nd years are in 

the last period of their discernment as they will finish the 

postulancy program in Davao at the end of February. They 

are deepening their discernment in the accompaniment 

moments, personal prayer and group accompaniment. Still 

they have some FIR Theological modules: Sacred Scriptures, 
Psalms, History of Church and Religious Life… In a few weeks 

they will have the discernment retreat. 

Some ideas and thoughts we are developing in our 

Formation Program that are helping us in our reflections and decisions in our daily life. These lines 

are written in our booklet of Formation Process and follow those published in MDA News Letter 

of April 2018. 

OUR FRAMEWORK 

To our Postulancy comes candidates from the different 

countries and missions of our District (MDA), but also 

from other Provinces and Districts in this case from 

Timor Leste. One of our principal aim is to build an 
international and intercultural community where all 

people (formators and postulants) can open mind and 

heart to welcome each other, accept each other, respect 

their own culture and little by little commit ourselves in 

the construction of a community where all can grow, 

discern and make an option to follow Christ in the 

Marcellin Champangnat Family. 

 

OUR BELIEFS  

◊ As an international formation community, we welcome each person with all his 
experiences and background and together we commit to a process of discipleship in 
ongoing discernment. 

◊ We understand the formation process not 
as a structure of “stages” but a process on 
the way, a journey. By process we 
understand the personalized journey 
consciously undertaken by the candidate. 
(International colloquium of Formation), 
Hermitage, 2015) 

◊ The postulant proceeds to the next step or 
phase of his formation when he personally 



has achieved the main objectives of the postulancy and has clarified his own motivations.  
We emphasize the personal process. 

◊ We believe that the main responsibility for the process is the Holy Spirit, the postulant, but 
it is shared by the community and the formator. 

◊ The different elements of the process are open and 
flexible, being able to adapt them according to how the 
postulant is growing, developing and integrating the 
different dimensions of the person (mind, body and 
spirit).  

◊ We appreciate and ensure the inter-connectedness and 
continuity of the process in the different steps of the 
journey. The Formative Itineraries help in this process.  

Thank you. 

Bro. Paco Garcia 

   News from Pulung- Cambodia 

 

Seasonal greetings to all. 

We are two brothers in this community; Bro. John (Cameroon), and 
Bro. Bernhard (Germany). Since at the of October, we were busy with 
the setting up a new project. The former apostolate in the Catholic 
Pastoral centre, Sen Monorom is given back in the hands of the 
Parish priest. We stated our new mission in the little village of Pulung 
in a small house which belongs to the Diocese of Kampong Cham. 
Our aim is to set up the Catholic Youth Centre in Pulung. There is 
much preparation and reparation to be done. During the month of 
November, we could finish the main repairs of the house and stated 
to teach English to the little children from surroundings. Some other 
children and youth will be discovered by our visiting families. Among 
the older people, we enjoyed the visit of our former students, friends, Religious sisters and priests, 
also our Bishop.  We are looking forward with hope and joyful expectation. May God, Mary and 
Champagnat bless our mission.  

 

 

Bros. John & 
Bernhard. 

 

 

 



News from Vietnam 

As the end of the year is approaching, people seem to be busier with their work and our community is not 
an exception, I guess. In the last three months with the heavy workload together with the home leave 
holiday of Brother Geoff, we were lucky enough to receive two volunteers from abroad, one from Spain - 
Enrique and the other from Australia - Luca. Enrique was here for three months and Luca for nearly two 
months. Although their stay was short, they really make a difference in our community as well as in our 
center where we work. both went home recently, and we were grateful for their service in our community 
as well as their service to the children in our center and the schools where they were helping.   

 We were also honored to welcomed Federica and Andree, two of the officers from the FMSI headquarter 
in Rome. They came for a visit as well as to evaluate our project. The project, they thought, is a very 
meaningful one and asked us to carry on our mission here in this part of Vietnam.  

 

On the 13 of December, we were also privileged to receive the visit from the department of the foreign 
affair from Tuyen Quang Province, where we are considering the possibility of launching a new project. 
During the meeting, they expressed their high appreciation for what we are doing here in Quoc Oai. They 
also invited us to visit again their province to explore more possibilities of new projects that we can help 
in their province.  As Christmas draws near and as our tradition here at New Horizons, On the 16 of 
December, we, together with the Vietnamese volunteers in our center, organized a Christmas party for 
the children in the area. The party went well and the children were ecstatic and very much enjoyed the 
dancing and the games we organized for them at the party. 

      

Bro. Anton Thuan Pham 

    

Enrique Volunteer with the Staff Luca with Blind people Andree & Federica with staff 

Christmas celebration with the children Meeting with the Government Officials Christmas celebration 



  Vocational Ministry in Diocese of Thai Binh 

 

 

 

  

Manh Teaching Catechism Eucharistic Group Fr. Dung – Luong Dien 

With young men in Contact - Honoi 



Bro. Pietro 

Saigon

Catechism for class 12 boys – Hop Chau 

DUC THANH Parish – LAM DONG Province 

4th Year Theology Seminarians – Thai Binh 

 



Extracts of the Aspirants immersion experience: 

Vocation ministry in Bao Loc and orphanage in Saigon 

Gratefulness! That is the first word I would like to say to God for giving me this kind of experience.  I was 
excited waiting the day to go back to “Dau Tieng Lake” to meet the poor children there, because that is the 
first place I had experienced and lived a simple life.  

However, everything is not as expected. I had to go the new land, first I felt sad but after that I thought:” it 
is a chance to experience and learn more many things”. In Bao Loc I 
went to the new land in order to promote vocations and prepared for 
the Christmas’s day in Duc Thanh church.  

Helping in the Hoa Mau Don orphanage in Saigon was a big lesson 
about attention and care, and there I felt like a member with those 
children. There were challenges for me but after I overcame them and 
felt happy. I had a good time with the children in the prayer, playing 
football, cleaning the house, teaching them and making handcrafts.   

I had not much to give them, but I received the happy of their smiles, and that is a great gift each human 
being can receive.  

Bro. Canisio & Mr. Dan 

     

 

 

Christmas is the season of Joy, and one of the reasons is that 
we got visitors coming to our community. Three aspirants - 
Cường, Mai, Trung and br Kim and a friend’s family is the 
first group of guests who brought that Joy to us. 

 

 

 

 



 

We had a meaningful prayer to review 

of the year with deep sharing of 

many feeling and experiences  

 

 

     

     Mai and Cường with some of their students at Ta Do 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Bro. Bao 
 
 
 
 

We were actively involved in 
Suối Dây parish’s Christmas activities 

 

The owner of the house, parish priest, Sisters and the choir 

of the parish came and joined us in our Christmas party.  

 

After being detained at local police station and 
were asked not to teach again, we kept going to 

Đồng Kèn, but only to play with the children 

At the end of this short period of community experience, 

our young men had half a day break at one of the Việt 

Nam historical site near by the border. There, Mai had his 

23rd meaningful birthday celebration. 

 



 

 

 

 BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

: 
Bro. Juan Castro, fms 

 

 
Bro. A.H. Alex, fms 
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