
 

 

 

 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MISSIONARY MONTH, OCTOBER 2019 

In the October calendar of Vatican events, Pope Francis’ “Extraordinary Missionary Month” may be 

overshadowed by the Synod of Bishops for the amazon and its related events.  

But in the lead up to the monthlong focus on Missionary outreach, Francis spoke frequently and all in detail 

about the Christian obligation to share the Gospel through personal witness and welcome.  

And while the synod preparations led to new headlines about the climate change 

and a possible debate about ordaining some married men for ministry in their 

indigenous communities, the working document of “the new paths whereby the 

Church in the Amazon will announce the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the coming 

years.” 

On World Mission Sunday 2017, Francis announced his intention to dedicate the 

entire month of October 2019 – not just World Mission Sunday – to “the Church’s 

evangelizing activity Ad Gentes,” a phrase meaning “to the nation” and used to describe missionary 

activity focused on people who still have not heard the Gospel.  

The Pope is scheduled to launch the month with a prayer vigil in St. peter’s Basilica the evening of Oct.1st 

the feast of St. Therese of Lisieux, co-patron of the missions and one of Francis’ personal favourites.  

Although St. Therese had dreamed of being a missionary, she never left the convent. Still, marking her 

feast day in 2013, Francis said, “The church was wise to make this saint – humble, small, trusting in 

God, meek – patron of the missions” because ‘the strength of the Gospel is precisely there” in the 

humility that “allows itself to be guided by the love and tenders of the Father.” 

The Pope’s talk of humility, respect for others and sharing the love and mercy of God does not mean he 

thinks the Church should be passive. Francis wanted the monthlong focus on mission because he saw a 

need to give “fresh evangelical impulse to her work of preaching and bringing to the world the 

salvation of Jesus Christ.”   

The central focus of mission is that “God wills that all people be saved by coming to know the truth and 

experiencing his mercy through the ministry of the Church, the universal sacrament of salvation,” 

Francis wrote in his message for the month. 

Catholics must not think that missionary outreach belongs to the Church’s past. Today, as in Jesus’ age, it 

means hitting the road or, at least, supporting those who do.  

 



“The Church, the Pope wrote, “needs men and women who, by virtue of their baptism, respond 

generously to the call to leave behind home, family, country, language and local church, and to be 

sent forth to the nations, to a world not yet transformed by the sacraments of Jesus Christ and his 

holy church.” 

Of course, there are people in every neighbourhood in every nation who need to hear of God’s love and 

mercy and be helped to follow Jesus. But the Church distinguishes between “New Evangelization” – 

basically, a new effort to reach out to people who already have heard the Christian message – and the 

initial proclamation involved in going out ad gentes. 

Oblate Father Andrew Small, national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the United Sates, said 

there is a “huge difference” between introducing people to Jesus for the first time and trying to reach out 

to those who would say, “Been there, done that, didn’t buy the T -Shirt.” 

But the Church “is not selling T-Shirts,” he said. “it’s offering a lifelong relationship with a man called 

Jesus to people who are experienced collectors,” and that is a challenge to which all Christians must 

respond. 

As part of its celebration of the Extraordinary Missionary 

Month, Small’s office launching mission.org/course, which 

is a free, online introduction to mission theology. The 

course, he said, “takes learners through the history, 

theology and spirited relationships that make us who 

and what are as a church – missionary by nature.” 

Small also noted that in a Jesus 2018 meeting with the Pontifical Mission Societies, which raise awareness 

about the missions and raise funds to support them, Francis spoke of the ties between the Amazon Synod 

and the Extraordinary Missionary Month.  

“We pray,” the pope had said, “that the Synod for the Amazon can help provide a more evangelical 

approach to Missionary work in this area of the world that is so troubled, so unjustly exploited and 

so much in need of the salvation of Jesus Christ.” 

Cindy Wooden, Sep 26, 2019 

Talit Community – West Bengal, India. 



Bro. Jiji 

 

Vietnam 

 

‘ 

Visitors, from Sai Gon, who are interested at our project at Ta Do. Cong, 
his mom and friends. Cong was introduced to me by my friend. He was 
interested in knowing who we are and what we are doing in Viet Nam. 

 

 

 

 

Children enjoying the presence of Mạnh, who is a relative of Br Thuan, 
came and spent few days with us. 

 

 



 

   

Mid-Autumn festival has always been an occasion where we organize special activities with the children at Ta Do 
project. This year we did few activities, and the children enjoyed it a lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to donors and people who constantly support us, may God bless them always.   Bro. Bao 

 

Bro. Luan  



Bro.  Max Meier 

 

INTER NOTIONAL NOVITIATE – SRI LANKA 

 

Community Building Workshop 

After the second-year novices returned from different countries for their Apostolic Community Experience Program, 

and Br Réal from Québec, all members of the community were happy 

to be finally all together. Hence it was time to take a day off and to 

focus on our dreams, hopes and ideal concerning of our community 

life.  

We developed our program that helped us to do it: with games, a 

fantasy meditation, personal reflection on our PLP (Personal Life 

Plan), and a review of our Mission Statement, to arrive finally to the 

core of the day:  believing that with God all is possible, we tried to 

express how we “dream” of our community life together.  

Br Réal presented the “dream catcher”. The Amerindians (Indians of 

America) used to put the “dreamcatcher” above a sleeping area. The good dream can arrive to the sleeper while the 

bad dreams are caught by this net and melt at the first light of the day. After this, each one tried to express «  the 

good dream » or his vision of the community with the use of clay.  

Personally, during the sharing, I have been very touched, as much by the creativity of each one, as well as by the 

freedom and the depth of vision that each one could have.  I could feel the wind of the Holy Spirit blowing in the sails 

of our small boat, pushing it to new and deeper water. And we really began to incarnate it in our daily life. I can see 

the difference. 

Br. Real 



Jaffna Trip 

 

 

 



 

Bro. Eugenio  

From Dragon Community 

Dragon Land treasures 

A new school year is starting in the huge Dragon Land. Lots of good feelings accompany this new starting: 
challenges, hopes, risky commitments, new path ahead with beautiful bridges, … 

Our small ones are enjoying the daily classes in the nearby primary 
school, joyful to meet new classmates and challenging 
knowledge…happy enjoying together the free time in our playground 
and surroundings. 

Our young ones are also excited in this new starting, lots of good 
challenges waiting for them. A journey full of opportunities to learn, 
to experience, to live in an environment really unique. They are 

already here… we see in each one of them a nice treasure that need to be cared, accompanied and 
respected in this process of facing life, facing challenges and chances to grow up. 

 

 

Visiting the sick 



God is blessing us with a good number of people wishing to 
serve and accompany those small and young ones. A lot of 
variety of commitments, backgrounds, understandings, dreams… 
Diversity that becomes definitely a chance to build bridges… 
bridges of relationship, encouragement, support, to risk together, 
… 

“Today we feel part of a family. We feel happy, blessed and 
grateful because together we Brothers and Lay people can share 
the same spirituality and the same mission. A new experience of Church has been born today.” 

Br. Ismael Valls 

Saigon Community – Vietnam 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bro. Pietro 

 

 

 

Welcoming the New Candidates, ‘Come and see’ September 2019. 

 

 

 

 Vung Tau Pilgrimage. 

New Postulants leaving to Davao 

Brothers in Vietnam 



POSTULANCY HOUSE – DAVAO 

 

On 7th September, we welcomed 8 new postulants from India and 

Vietnam. At the same time, the formation team thanked and gave 

farewell to Br. Mark who was the member of the formation team and 

he returns back to his own province. Also, we welcomed Bro. Walter as 

the new member of the team.  It was a day of mixed feelings for all of 

us. 

 

On 13th we celebrated the feast day of Holy Name of Mary 

in our Postulancy house. It was a blessed day to celebrate 

with Marist Fathers, Marist Sisters, Marist Missionary 

Sisters and Lay Marist with the theme of, “Marist – 

beloved, gifted empowered through the Name of 

Mary.” 

 

Bro. Joseph Tri 

Gracias Hno. Juan Castro! 

 



 

Bro. Canisio  

MDA 3RD CHAPTER AUGUST 9TH-16TH CAMBODIA 
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