
 

 

While experiencing life and mission in Asia, 
reflecting on some events, and as well as 
reading some articles, I would like to share a 
few thoughts about this topic. 

James Simkins says: Life seems incomplete 
without a plan. From day one, we are placed 
on a path that we are supposed to follow. 
Our parents and teachers give us the 
expectations they have for us and we set out 
to discover what this treasure map has in 
store for us. 

We can become so obsessed with 
expectations that we feel everything in our 
lives must go according to plan, if not, 
frustrations and disappointment might easily 
lead us to other directions. 

 

 

 

Could you imagine how boring life would be 
if you knew how everything would turn out 
before you even experienced it? 

The future never unfolds exactly the way we 
expect it, and depending how we see it, it 
can become an exciting moment in life. I’m 
sure you can find out many of those moments 
in your life. Change makes our day-to-day 
operations more interesting and resisting 
change will slow down the progress in our 
pursuit of common goals. This doesn't mean 
that I don’t need to plan anything in life, of 
course not, it’s more a matter of attitude. 

God works in mysterious ways. We just need 
to stay open-minded and be easy going when 
things change. How do you approach the path 
to your most important goals? 

For me personally is difficult to accept quick 
changes, or welcome unexpected things, it 
takes me a while to process it and just after 
taking them with a new approach I can realize 
the beauty hidden in these unexpected things. 
And this happens every day, in small things, 
or in greater events. It’s incredible! 

Learn how to expect unexpected things in life 
will help us to have a deeper understanding 

 

The unexpected surprises of life 



of life’s mystery and appreciate it with 
meaning. 

One thing I’ve learned is to embrace the 
unexpected things in life and opportunities 
that come in my way, because sometimes, 
life gives me something better than I could 
have ever imagined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To conclude this article, I would like to say 
that having an attitude of accepting the 
unexpected leads me to trust more in God’s 
providence. HE is in control of my life and 
mission, so let it be! 

Canisio JW. 

 

Current Marist Formators Course 
In Rome 

 

These days we are 17 brothers from 12 

different countries joining with the 

Current Formators course in Rome. It is 

a challenging period of reflecting and 

preparing ourselves to walk with the 

young men in our different stages of 

formation houses. From MDA we are 

four brothers; Bro. Paco (postulancy – 

Davao) Bros. Salvador, Anton 

(Candidacy – Vietnam) and Br. Alex 

(preparing him for the Aspirancy house 

– Bangladesh) are participating in this 

course and we are almost at the last 

stage of our program. 

A Trip Back to the Root – Br. Anton 

I was blessed when I had the chance to 

visit the L’Hermitage. It was a journey 

which renew my spirituality as a Marist 

brother. It was not just only seeing the 

building or places but more than that 

was to feel and be inspired deeply by the 

spirituality of Fr Champagnat and the 

First Brothers.  

The privilege of spending time in the 

room of Fr Champagnat and listening to 

the sound of the Gier brought me to the 

sense of serenity. It also reminded me 

about the last days of the Founder in his 

bed suffering from sickness.  

May his suffering heal our wounds not 

just the physical wound but rather the 

spiritual wound.  

What is there in our lives when we 

live them to the full? – Br. Paco 

Few days ago, it was the question of Br. Juan 

Carlos Fuertes FMS throw on the table of all the 

participants of Current Formators course in 

Rome. 



I find my answer without much difficult is 

HAPPINESS. The happiness to see myself as God 

sees me, as His beloved son. I feel at peace with 

myself and with the others, without any fear or 

doubts. This is the call that God has put in the 

heart of every human being, as Br. Juan Carlos 

said. 

 

But, how to sustain this happiness, and how to 

build it?  

How to encourage and experience this joy?  

Here are some suggestions which I found to 

work on… 

➢ To be in contact with ourselves: 

authenticity. 

➢ Taking time of contemplative silence. 

➢ The quality of our presence.  

➢ Find the way, how do we commit our 

daily tasks and giving the   best of 

ourselves…? 

➢ Opening our heart, letting be touched 

for the reality around us. Sharing our 

lives without fear. 

➢ Renounce to be in control of all. The life, 

the reality destabilizes me…  

letting God enter our lives and disturb us. 

You can add some more actions and attitudes to 

live your life to the full. Don’t wait. Make your 

first step. 
 
 

My Learnings – Br. Salvador 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

It is a rich experience to listen several experts 
of several topics to share with us. Most of the 
sharing based on our personal preparation and 
challenging our commitment on our roles as 
formators. Here I would like to share my short 
reflection on Br. Fanscois, (Francis) our first 
Superior General and his challenging words.  

The necessity of the Faith… (presented by Br. 
Michael Green) 



•  It is… to think, to speak, to act according 
to the Gospel, but it does not simply mean 
some pious practice, but the doctrine of 
salvation which is essential to be a disciple 
of Jesus Christ.  

• Jesus Christ designs to call himself - and 
actually is - our Companion! Our Friend! Our 
Brother! 

• Faith can dissipate the illusions of vainglory, 
prevent false calculations of pride, and show 
us that true glory is found only in humility, 
simplicity, and modesty. 

• Four means in the Rule for acquiring (the 
spirit of faith):  
o assiduous reading and meditating on the 

Word of God 
o spirit of prayer 
o frequent communion and 
o the holy exercise of the presence of God 

wonderful reflection and challenging one to be a 
brother and formator.  

The visit of Our Lady of Fourviere is a place of 
inspiring. During our visit Br. Antonio – Spain 
organized a meaningful prayer and we were 
brought back to the time of our Founder’s of 
making pledge to Mary our Good Mother. We too 
all committed and signed the pledge and it was 
a wonderful time for all of us. All our Marist 
places are very much holy and inspiring & 

challenging places for us as formators. We have 
learned a lot from Fr. Champagnat and Br. 
Francois (Francis) as our great formators. 

Bro. Alex. 

News from MAPAC 

At the beginning of June, we had a 5 day-retreat 

& seminar on Ecology and Cosmology at 

Maryknoll Ecological Sanctuary (Baguio City, 

Philippines). We discussed topics such as 

science and religion, the “cosmic journey”, 

evolutionary consciousness, indigenous 

spirituality, permaculture, ecology and 

economics, solid waste management, and many 

others of interest. These are geared to us, 

tailor-made for us 

Last June 25, we welcomed the five first year 

Brothers into our MAPAC community. They are 



Brothers from the District of Asia: Rubel 

(Bangaladeshi), Wang Peng (China), Thuong 

(Vietnam), and from the District of the Pacific: 

Tabunga (Kiribati), and Anitelea (Samoa). 

Br. John Hung  

 

Champagnat - Sri Lanka Novitiate 

One of our Novitiate goals is to deepen the insight 
of our founder St. Marcellin Champagnat. 
Furthermore, to develop our relationship with him so 
that we might be able to grasp how the Spirit of God 
worked in him by following the footsteps of Mary. As 

his disciples, how we carry out his down-to-earth 
spirituality “making Jesus known and loved among 
the children and youth”. We the first-year novices 
are blissfully happy and thankful for having Br. 
Jesudoss from India as our teacher at this moment.  
For this purpose, he always spends fivefold time of 
the session in the classroom to prepare class in 
order let us gain more and sufficiently. The textbook 

used is the Life of Champagnat written by Br. Jean 
Baptist. So far, we have already covered the 
purposes at that age and before that led many 
founders to found Orders to give the Christian 
instruction by Catechism; such as Jesuit, De La Sale 
and Sacred Heart Brothers background around his 
birth, family, early education and his seminary years. 
Br. Jesudoss instructs us to find out Marcellin’s life 
that reflected to the written Gospels and relating to 
our personal life experience.  

The homework out of class is sometimes a bit heavy 
for us because we are required to refer to many 
books in order to gather the materials to prepare the 
presentations, distributed to us by chapter. 
However, by the help of our formators here, we are 
determined to gain beyond our expectations, deepen 
our insights and relationship with him. Once again, 
we the first-year novices would like to extend our 
gratitude to Br. Jesudoss and South Asia Province 
for their admirable generosity. 

Br. Real 

: 



Br. Bernhard 

 

From Talit - West Bengal Community 
 

We are three Brothers in our Community of Talit, 
West Bengal - India. Bro. Malangmei, Bro. Jose 
Maria and Bro. Jiji, who is now in the Program of 
Lavalla 200 in Rome. 

We receive many visitors from outside.  Now, 
there are three Marist Candidates, namely: 
Augustine Nayak, Selvester and Monoj Hansda. 
Bro. Chuchi and Maria, a teacher from Spain are 
with us and at the end of June they left for Spain. 
July 4th, students and teachers from Australia 
arrived here for their immersion and they will 
have around 10 days good experience with our 
Santali culture and children. In August, three 
more Marist Volunteers from SED - Spain will be 
with us for a month. Also, the first week of august 
we are expecting a Visit from our General 
Councillors.  
 

There are 72 Santali tribal boys in our Hostel at 
this moment and we try to revitalize the 
Community College with new students in 
tailoring, Computer and English language classes 

for the young people / school dropouts from 
neighbouring villages of the place. Also, we are 
helping our hostel Boys to learn computer and 
English. This year in Board exams, all of them 
passed and one among them got 1st rank in 
Division level. 

In the Community we share our feelings and 
about our Projects for the future in the prayer and 
in the table. We try to improve the life of our boys 
by providing good food, hygienic materials also 
with some special tutorial classes and different 
activities in the Hostel. 

Also, we try to participate in different activities of 
the village with the young people or sharing the 
Gospel with a Christian Community which is our 
mission out of the hostel ministry. 

     We are reflecting about the necessities to 
extend our presence and our mission, by begin 
another new Community. We are conscious that 
we need more Brothers and Lay Marist. May the 
Good Mother help us to develop and revitalize 
our Marist Life. 

Bro. Jose Maria 

 

NEWS FROM QUỐI OAI COMMUNITY 

 

Besides the advance of the Vietnam Summer, 

there have been many things happening at Quốc 

Oai over the past few months. After a long 

period of with Bros. Antonio and Geoff making 

up the community, Br Thương arrived fresh 

from his first profession in Sri Lanka, to join them 

for about a month before heading to MAPAC.    



 

Some days ago, Novice Hoàng Anh arrived from 

the Novitiate for his apostolic experience for a 

couple months.  Now Br. Thuân has joined the 

community for 1 year following the completion 

of his studies at MAPAC. Apart from the 

challenges of forming a new community, we all 

have enthusiasticalliy involved ourselves in the 

work of New Horizons and also have helped out 

at the Blind Centre in Hà Nội. 

 

Now the Summer English program has been in 

full swing since early June and will finish early 

August.  During this time we all will be involved, 

with the help of young volunteers from Europe, 

in conducting a large number of classes for 800 

childrens ranging from grade 3 to grade 12.  We 

have two recent new initiatives; A regular Skype 

link-up with our Marist School in Canberra and 

conducting Summer classes in an outlying local 

school using our volunteers. 

Br. Geoff 
 

SAIGON FORMATION COMMUNITY 

Champagnat feast with the Community of our 

Parish of Hung Phu, with the Parish Priest and 

other Concelebrants, (Fr. Rocco, Combonian – 

Fr. Truc, Holy Blood, - Fr. Thien, Cistercian). 

Many people attended with us, particularly 

students, candidates of other congregations, lay 

Marist and Br. Bao and Thuan. 

Final retreat with the Candidates applying for the 

next stage of the Aspirancy. Experiences at the 

end of the Candidacy program: 

My name is Võ Văn Cường, 20 
years old, I am from Ha Tinh 
province, centre Nord of 
Vietnam. 

When I was in my hometown, I 
participated in the vocational 

group, the Eucharistic group, in the choir, and as 
altar boy for three years. At the end of grade 12, I 
wanted to know if I have a vocation or not. So, I 
joined with the group of young men for the “come 
and see” program of the Marist Brothers. Now I am 
living with them as an Aspirancy. 

During the two years of studying in Saigon, I felt 
the ‘calling’ in my heart to follow Jesus. During the 
Candidacy program, I learned many things: praying, 
community life, serving the poor & orphans and I 
improved my English too.  I feel happy and lucky to 
know St. Marcellin Champagnat and his Brothers. 



My name is Nguyen Van Mai, I am 
23 years old. 

After graduated high school, I did 
not intend to go to any 
Congregation, until Sister Phan, a 

Religious Nun came to my house and asked me: “Do 
you want to enter in a foreign Congregation? So I 
started thinking about my vocation. When I read the 
Marist Brother’s brochure, my heart felt touched by 
the Marist Martyrs. Later I joined the summer camp 
for children in my parish; when preparing the dance 
with the accompanying songs and through the lyrics, 
I felt that, God is inviting me to give my life to him. 
Then I decided to join the “come and see” program 
of the Marist Brothers. Because I felt very strongly 
God’s call. 

Living in the Marist Brothers Community, I find 
myself closer to God and Mary. My dream is to bring 
God and Mary to all people, especially the children 
who are strongly in need of God’s love. 

My name is Paul Nguyen Van 

Nga. I am 19 years old. 

I am very happy of the Brothers 

with whom I lived and 

experienced god’s call stronger 

during my Candidacy program. 

They have been always loving, supporting and 

helping me both physically and spiritually.  

On September 14, 2017, I decided to join the ''Come 

and see'' group in Saigon. After three months, I 

recognized that I liked to live in the community and 

decided to become a Candidate. 

I learned more about this Congregation of Brothers 

and I felt a great joy in my heart to realize the 

presence of God in my life. I can experience the close 

relationship with Him through my prayer life and 

work.  I learned how to work, live, and share my life 

with the others in community also, having 

opportunities to know deeper on my gifts and my 

own weaknesses. I feel really interested in the 

spirituality and mission of Marist Brothers. 

My name is Nguyen Quoc 
Trung I am 19. 

I am the first son of six. My 
parents are the people 
who help me to grow in 
faith and find my vocation. 
They are able to lead me to 

live a good life both in physically and 
spiritually. 

I knew something about the Marist Brothers 
congregation when Br. Cong came to my 
parish for teaching English. I asked him to join 
the Candidates group in Saigon. After the 
three months of “Come and see”, I decided to 
become Candidate, and so my dream become 
true to begin my Religious life with the 
Brothers. At home, I studied catechism, I 
participated mass and received the Eucharist 
every day. When I feel low in my vocation, 
God helps me through the brothers and the 
parish priest. 

Aspirant in Saigon 

Month of June we have 
arranged retreat for our 
Aspirant Mr. Thanh in the 
monastery of the 
Cistercians Monks. It was 
a good time for him to 
deepen his discernment 
and make his decision for 
the future. At the end of 
the retreat, he had a 
courage to say yes to God and ready to move 
to the next stage of his formation. He submitted 
the application to the MDA Superior and Council 
seeking their permission to join the Postulancy 
program. It was accepted and he will join the 



postulancy program in August 2018. Let’s pray 
for him and all other postulants going to Davao 
this time. 

 

Bros. Pietro and Canisio 

 

 

Our nine young men here in Davao has just 
completed their nine months of English course in 
a training centre called Level-Up. They have 
learned a lot but only if they come to Davao with 
their present language standard it would be a 
great tribute for many of them in their ongoing 
formation. Any way the young men are wonderful 

in a sense that they want to give a try to the Marist 
Brothers way of life. The spirit of following our 
founder’s dream is always practice in their simple 
daily activities, like their generosities and 
openness to the community and being a brother 
to one another. 

Recently we had a small and meaningful 
celebration to show that it’s time to step in more 
deeply in to a proper Postulancy program. The 

proclamation into a Postulancy ceremony and it 
went on very well, invitees had enjoyed and 
satisfied with the occasion and what it means. 

At present their challenge is to follow the FIR 
Courses here in Davao with the other Postulants 
belonging to the other congregation. But let’s 
hope that nothing is possible if we rely heavily on 
the help of Mary the Mother of our Lord Jesus and 
Champagnat our Founder. 

Br.Mark Poro. 
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