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It  is Plato, the Greek Philosopher, 

who said: Wise men speak because they have something to 

say; Fools because they have to say   something. ”  This is 

why MIC Digest Newsletter communicates because it has 

something to say. It therefore aims at fostering information and 

communication both within and without Marist International 

Centre, and various contributors have this time around, written 

various articles that you will, no doubt, find them captivating.  

In this first edition, in the year 2015, we bring to you warm and 

tender regards from MIC coupled with the success stories of 

DRS Graduation, December Workshops  and the timely       

assessment of Marist Education in the Light of Patristic       

Education, a reminder of our Identity as Marist Brothers 

among others. Find out about these and many other stories 

packaged in different languages. 

Finally, in everything you do, always be mindful of other     

people ’ s welfare. Remember, men of genius are admired, 

men of wealth are envied, men of power are feared; but only 

men of character are trusted.   Enjoy your reading. 

BR JARIOSSE DANIEL 

BR DOMINIC NYONI 
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Ny fahaterahan’i Jesoa dia tsotra fa na izany aza dia nisy ihany ireo nifaly sy nandihy ary  

nanomana fety be ka nanao ny danin’ny kibony araka ny voalazan’ity tononkalo ity. 

Alakamisy fetin’ny Krismasy. 

Maraina vaomangira-dratsy dia nifoha i Elizabeta nahandro, 

I Magdalena nanao ny sakafo matsiro miavaka tsy toy ny isan’andro, 

Nanomana ny hena toy ny vorontsiloza sy gana ary gisa matavy, 

Araky ny fety mahazatra dia ireo no hena tian’izy mirahavavy. 

 

Ny zazakely dia mbola marefo tsy mahay afa-tsy ny mitomany, 

Minono tsy mety afa-po, ampatoriana fa mbola eo ihany, 

Sahirana i Maria, mampinono fa mbola tsy mahay, 

Vao miala kely dia mikiaka ny zaza toy ny lanin-tsakay. 

 

Nanasa olona maro mba hamonjy ny fankalazana, 

Satria fety makotroka izay tsy izy ka milampanafana, 

Isan’izany ireo loahandohan’ny mpisorona hanala azy, 

Toy ireo tantsinana mitondra rameva indrindra ny majy. 

 

Ny mpandefa mozika sy mpandrindra dia I masindahy Piera, 

Natomboka tamin’ ny afindrafindrao satria laniera, 

Samy nandray partnera ka nandihy nifanjohy alo sy afara, 

Josefa kosa tsy nahazo satry lany zara fa I Maria mampifana. 

 

Kivy i Jozefa noho ny zava-misy izay tsy azony hidovirana 

Satria hiangavy sy hitondra ny partneran’i Marka toa manahirana 

I Magdalena koa mapifilafila sady tsy mahay afa-tsy luck dube ragae 

I Jozefa tsy mahay afa-tsy blousy sy jazz ka aleony nande. 

 

Vita tompoko, 
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D ear All, 

 

Peace!  

For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

MIC NEWSLETTER 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR WISHES – 2015 

By: Br Francis Verye  

 

 

 

M oment for us all to learn  

And in Christ’s birth reflect 

On our own birth for he came 

And so with our knees we genuflect 

 

Nine good months Mary bore 

Pain like any other expectant mother 

In the Angel’s message and more 

She trusted in God, the Father 

 

We all ate and drank everywhere 

Though our brothers and sisters elsewhere 

In vale of tears they swam 

 

May with Jesus’ birth in us peace come  

And His mission on earth regain 

Ground in our hearts and remain 

 

 

By: Br F. Rakotondrainibe 
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FETY BE TAO BETILEHEMA TAO CHRISTMAS 
By:  Br Jariosse Daniel 



 MIC NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2015: Volume 3. No. 7 

  
 

They shall enjoy special protection and shall be 

given  opportunities and facilities by law and 

other humanitarian means to enable them    

develop physically, mentally, morally, spiritually 

and socially in a healthy and normal manner 

and conditions of  freedom and dignity.  

As teachers and educators, the best interest of  

children should be the primary concern in 

making decisions that will affect them         

positively.  

According to articles 33, 34, 35 and 37 of  the 

General Assembly of  the United Nations  

Children have the right to protection from the 

use of  narcotic and psychotropic drugs, from 

being involved in their production and          

distribution. They need to be protected from 

sexual exploitation and abuse, including       

prostitution and involvement in pornography. 

No child should be subjected to torture, cruel 

treatment or merciless punishment and       

deprivation of  liberty. 

 From the Scriptural perspective, we were     

created in the image and likeness of  God, 

hence we are equal in dignity and respect     

before God, (Gen 1:27). Therefore, a child 

who is detained shall have legal and other      

assistance as well as contact with family.  

It is our concerned responsibility as teachers to 

be advocates for children in the society so that 

they can feel secured and loved. 

 

 

A token of  thanks to the facilitator, Br 

Vincent de Paul, and the entire MIC 

community for the opportunity given to 

us to stride ahead in knowledge of    

Marist patrimony. Congratulations to 

the first year Brothers for being deeply    

involved in this course through sharing 

and research.  

 

 

T he International 

Convention on the 

Rights of  the Child (ICRC) protects all 

children. The best interest of  children is 

of  great importance such that Signatory 

States are responsible for ensuring that 

necessary measures are taken to ensure 

their full rights. It is not only limited to 

the responsibility of  the Signatory 

States to protect children against harm 

but also the fundamental responsibility 

of  parents and adults to protect them 

against violence and chaos.  

 

The United Nations, in the Universal 

Declaration of  Human Rights, states 

that everyone is entitled to all rights and 

freedoms. Children by reasons of  their 

physical and mental immaturity need 

special safeguard and care, including  

appropriate legal protection before and 

after birth.  

 A  wise teacher, a   

couple of  years ago, shy of    retirement, 

started the day by asking her class of  high 

school  students: “Imagine you are dream-

ing that a big lion is chasing you, you try 

to run away and you see the lion coming 

in front of  you. You turn sideways, but 

every side you turn to, you find a           

ferocious animal coming after you. How 

can you escape?” There was silence in the 

classroom. No one dared to respond.     

Finally, the teacher said, “There is only 

one answer: „Wake up‟!” 

The workshop on patrimony which was 

held at Marist International Centre (MIC) 

from the 15th to 19th of  December         

facilitated by Br Vincent de Paul helped 

us, first year Brothers to wake up by      

revisiting our roots as Marist Brothers.  

Knowing our roots helped us to know 

where we are coming from and where we 

are going in our apostolic mission.  

Knowing our origin helps us to live “the 

today” and future successfully and      

faithfully for there is no tomorrow     

without yesterday. 

We were reminded by Father Champagnat 

and other early Brothers through this 

workshop that Marist Brothers are not 

just limited to Schools (Education) but we 

also do our apostolate in many areas for 

example, in slums, orphanages just to 

mention but a few and we can only be 

aware by revisiting our roots through   

patrimony. 

 

WAKING UP WITH MARIST PATRIMONY WORKSHOP 

By: Br M. Mkanthama 

CHILDREN HAVE RIGHTS AND 

 DIGNITY 

By: Br Harry Nyanti 
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Many years ago, a hyena was tired of 

eating rotten meat. The Hyena thought 

of joining a group of Lions to make  

rotten meat feast a history. “There is 

only one commandment for you to join 

us,” said the king of the    lions.  

The Hyena was filled with joy since he 

thought that following one              

commandment was very easy. “Stop 

eating rotten meat,” commanded the 

king of the Lions.  

After a deep silence the Hyena accepted 

the law. However the Hyena was       

addicted to eating rotten meat.  

The first two days he persevered from 

eating rotten meat. One day as they 

were passing through the thick forest, a 

hyena saw the dead antelope and he 

salivated. “Is it a problem just to go 

closer and see?” the hyena asked the 

lion. “No problem as long as you do not 

eat,” replied the lion. Is it allowed to 

touch? The hyena waved another    

question while looking at the dead      

antelope with admiring eyes. Yes it is, 

but do not eat. Is it allowed to swallow?  

Before the lion had given an answer, the 

hyena had swallowed already. Having 

disobeyed the law, the hyena was no 

longer in the group of lions.  

There are many practices, beliefs upon 

which addiction falls hence providing a 

yawning gap between us and God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E 
ach year at MIC, part 

of the summer     

holiday is used for 

workshop on various themes and    

topics which are aimed at updating 

the Brothers in  initial formation and 

preparing for the mission among the 

youth.  

This year as in the preceding years, 

the first and second year Brothers 

took their normal workshops on   

Marist Patrimony and UN convention 

on the rights of a Child respectively. 

The third and fourth year Brothers 

had a common workshop on the   

Marist Youth Ministry. Br Vincent de 

Paul from Cote d'Ivoire impressed the 

f irst  year  Brothers  with a               

comprehensive portrait of the life of 

Champagnat as well as the humble 

beginnings of our institute.  

Other vital documents of the             

Institute such as the letters of and to 

champagnat were equally examined 

and critiqued.  

As the old wise adage goes: "beauty 

lies in diversity”, this was typical of 

the workshop offered to the second 

years. Its participants was a blend of 

Brothers and religious living around 

MIC, while the facilitators were 

Brothers  from Geneva: Brs Evaristus 

Kasambwe and Manel Mendoza; MIC 

Brothers: Juvance Maurice and    

Geraldo Medida; and Br Fortune 

Chakasara from Zimbabwe.  

They enlightened the participants on 

the UN convention of child rights and 

advocacy, and empowered them as 

lawyers and protectors of children, 

disclosures of defaulters.  

 

The third and fourth year Brothers 

also had a blend of participants 

which included a Sister and a 

Priest from the Psycho-Spiritual 

Institute. 

Br Ifeanyi Chukwu from Nigeria 

was the expert who facilitated the 

workshop on Marist Youth        

Ministry. He used a variety of 

skills and a lot of group projects to 

inculcate in the participants the 

proper techniques required to    

animate youth.  

 

These workshops ran from Monday 

15th through Friday 19th, with a 

slightly tight though interesting 

programme.  

A big thank you to all the Brothers 

who travelled from far and wide to 

facilitate these workshops.  

Hearty appreciation to the minds 

that came up with this initiative 

and above all deepest gratitude to 

God for making everything a     

success. Such singular opportunity 

can hardly be gotten outside of 

MIC. 

MIC NEWSLETTER 

MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY 

By: Br Yves Mbiatem  

ADDICTION 

By:  Br M. Mkanthama 
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In a village called 

Mathandani, there were 

two great buddies. One 

of  them was  a        

stammerer.  

 

One day, as they were   

having a walk along the 

road, the stammerer saw 

a   beautiful car and said 

“se-se-see that fifin- 

fine a ca-ca-car.”  

 

Before he could not   

finish saying it, the car 

had gone far without the 

friend seeing it. Again, 

the Stammerer saw    

human refuse on the 

ground, he said, “se-se-

see that hu- hu- ma- nn

- re- re-fuse” and    

before his friend could 

know what he was    

saying, he had already 

stepped on the filth. 

 

A STAMMERER AND 

HIS FRIEND 
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Once upon a time, there lived a man        

completely engulfed by merciless poverty. No 

one had the enthusiasm to be his friend and 

all his associates ran away as soon as poverty 

struck him and left him high and dry. 

 

One day, he heard the words of hope from 

above saying: “I have heard your cry and you 

will no longer swim in that sea of poverty. 

You will smell riches, you will have a fat  

wallet and your pockets will be heavy with 

money,” the voice continued. 

 

After hearing these words, the poor man    

vibrated with heartfelt joy. “Ask whatever 

you want and I will grant it to you in seconds 

and I will double it to your neighbour.” The 

poor man became powerless for he wished 

nothing but bad wishes of death to his richest 

neighbour. 

 

After a deep sigh and adoration-like silence 

with deep reflection the man thought, “If I ask 

for one billion of cash, my neighbour will be 

one billion more than me, for he is already 

rich; if I ask for four cars, my neighbour will 

have eight cars adding on to what he already 

has...” He thought as many as you can 

imagine. 

Troubled in thinking, the poor man finally 

made a choice, “Remove one of my eyes so 

that my neighbour should be blind,” the poor 

man concluded and it was done as the poor 

man wished. 

 

What are your wishes for your neighbour? 

It may be easier to hate our neighbour and 

hard to love them but the grace of God pushes 

us to have good wishes for them.  

 

Cleanliness is next to Godliness   

"O ne good turn deserves another” 

says the adage. In May last year 2014, there was the first 

community cleaning parade which was successfully        

conducted and the fruits it bore drove the community into 

another cleaning parade which took place on the 20th of 

December 2014. 

All the fraternities of the community took active part in the 

cleaning parade and what struck me so much was the    

family spirit, the maximum cooperation, the simplicity, and 

the great work done by the Brothers on t hat faithful day.       

However, it is very pertinent to note that the cleaning    

parade was a retrospect to our roots as Marist Brothers. 

Formation Guide No. 268, stresses the formative value of 

manual work which is an important tool for community 

building.  

Furthermore, it was a call to be in communion with nature, 

a chance to be in contact with creation, a time to answer 

God’s call of stewardship of creation.  

It was the call for the conservation of the environment, a 

time to make the theology of stewardship practicable: the 

Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend 

and watch over it, to work, keep and to cultivate it 

(Gen.2:5). 

 It was also a call to deepen the value of poverty in us as 

Marist Brothers, to identify with the lowly of our society, 

to be in solidarity with the common and vulnerable people 

who do manual work for a living, especially the domestic 

staff who clean the compounds thus affirming that “manual 

work is formative experience as it reveals the value of    

poverty and solidarity"   

It was a way of putting into practices one of the national 

goals of Education of Kenya which is Promotion of positive 

attitudes towards good health and environmental 

protection and the response to the saying that “cleanliness 

is next to Godliness".  

By:  Br Sylvanus Victor  

WHAT ARE YOUR WISHES 

FOR YOUR NEIGHBOUR 

By: Br M. Mkanthama 
By: Br I. Atakwu 
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T he 2nd of January of every year reminds 

the Marist Brothers all over the world of 

their humble beginnings and this year 2015, 

was no exception. Interestingly, Br Christian 

Mbam, the former Provincial of Nigeria, was 

around to spice up the celebration with his rich            

experience from South Sudan. 

 

The celebration started as usual, with the      

Eucharistic Celebration presided over by Fr 

Obinna (from the PSI). The choir was at it 

again, with their angelic voices, helping the 

congregation to experience “heaven” on earth. 

The homily was mind captivating and reaching 

the heart to its depth since it was not like a 

story being told or someone saying what he or 

she has read. It was „„live and  direct‟‟ from a 

Brother, blending Champagnat‟s experience of 

Jean-Baptist Montagne with his own            

experience in South Sudan where life is        

challenging. In summary, his   message was 

that Brothers have to take the courage and bold 

step of leaving their comfort zones and with 

audacity and a heart on fire with divine love 

reach out to young Montagnes of our time 

wherever they are „in a new way‟, and not as it 

has always been.  

The celebration continued in the dining hall at 

the „table of man‟ with the „liturgy of the  

stomach‟ and the awarding of trophies to the 

different Fraternities that participated and did 

exceptionally well in the just concluded        

Inter-Fraternity Tournament.  

It was also special, as if influenced by the 

homily of Br Christian Mbam, there were lots 

of surprises. L‟Hermitage Fraternity emerged 

the overall winner and as such was given the 

Superior‟s Cup. Chanel Fraternity, though 

without any trophy in the last Inter-Fraternity 

tournament, came out 2nd, winning the finals 

of the Football competition. The overall     

winner of last Inter-Fraternity Tournament, 

Lwanga    Fraternity, came out 3rd followed by 

La Maisonétte  Fraternity taking the 4th posi-

tion.  

The runners-up of last Inter-Fraternity      

Tournament, La Valla Fraternity, took the 5th         

position, while François Fraternity came 6th in 

spite of their high level of participation. 

Congratulations to you Brothers, it is my      

earnest prayer that we continue to be Brothers 

to each other. 
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“ The harvest is plentiful but the labourers 

are few.” This quote from the Bible has 

prompted me to write about La Valla          

fraternity who set off  to Children's home in 

completion of  the Advent project on the 6th 

of  January, 2015, led by Br Camille.  

  

Upon arrival, we were warmly welcomed by 

one of  the directors of  the Centre. He 

briefed us on what Nyumbani ya Watoto is all 

about. In his talk, he mentioned that the 

place is composed of  children who are      

orphans and are affected by HIV virus.  

Furthermore, the Director said that the     

children are provided with what they basically 

need: food, shelter, clothing and more        

importantly the medical care just to mention 

but a few. He also mentioned that these     

children have access to education and that 

they are at different levels of  education. 

It was encouraging to hear that these children 

are helped until they reach a stage where they 

can be independent. Currently, there are 112 

children.  

  

After the talk, we divided ourselves into 

groups and went to different places of  work 

such as garden (digging), the fence 

(trimming) and water drainage (cleaning).  

  

Looking at what Nyumbani ya Watoto has 

done and is still doing, it is a joy and indeed a 

consolation especially to the children. 

Though it has according to them not been 

very easy, they have over the years done their 

level best to see to it that the needs of  these 

children are met. May the good Lord bless all 

their efforts so that they may continue with 

this important service they are rendering to 

these little ones.  

Congratulations Brothers for your time and 

energy and more especially for the good work 

done. Remember that flowers of  tomorrow 

are the seeds of  today. 

  

 

  

 

 

M otivated by      

the 

2014/2015 Theme of the Year: 

“With Mary, Go in haste to a new 

Land meeting the Young           

Montagne”, L‟Hermitage Fraternity 

decided to bring joy of New Year to 

the less privileged around them by 

visiting the Utume Don Bosco 

Boys during the Advent Season.  

The Fraternity made sacrifice from 

their weekly cooking budget so as 

to share with them. Apart from the 

material goods brought to the boys, 

the Brothers dedicated their time 

working, talking and listening to 

them. 

The children expressed their       

feelings of gratitude and joy and 

thanked the Brothers for spending 

their precious time to come and be 

with them.  

We thank GOD for giving us the 

chance to go in haste to this New 

Land. 

  

 

GOING IN HASTE  

BY: Br VALENTIN TWAIBU  

La Valla’s Trip to Nyumbani ya Watoto 

By: Br R. Time 

FOUNDATION DAY 

By: Br Okoye Padua 
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M arist International Centre 

(MIC) held a follow up    

workshop on the 8th and 9th of January, 2015 on II 

Marist International Mission Assembly (MIMA) 

entitled, We are Partners: Relationship between 

Lay and Brothers in Mission. This is what Br    

Cyprian Gandeebo had to say in his opening      

remarks: 

I welcome you all to this important conference. It 

is important to reiterate that this conference is    

organized as a follow-up to the just ended Second 

Marist International Mission Assembly, which took 

place in Nairobi from the 16 – 27 September, 2014. 

As most of us are aware and remember, the        

reflections and directions of II MIMA resolved 

around the theme, New Marists in Mission.   

The question we are asking is why „New Marists‟? 

Is it, in any way, being suggested that we are going 

to remake our vows anew? The use of the word 

„new‟ is not new in the Catholic Church. First of 

all, it is a biblical notation, in the beginning God 

created the universe and gave man the mandate to 

recreate the world (Genesis). In the Bible it is also 

stated, “behold everything is made new‟. At the 

wedding in Cana, Jesus is quoted as saying „New 

wineskins for new wine …‟ The word continued to 

be used in the church throughout the ages by her 

leaders. It became popular with Pope Paul VI      

especially with his encyclical „Evangelii Nutiandi‟ 

– evangelization in the Modern World. The church 

exists in order to evangelize and command or   

mandate which is the responsibility of everyone.  

 

In Mt 20: 3 – 4, „you too go into my vineyard …‟ 

and in Mk 16:15, „go into the world proclaim that 

the kingdom of God is at hand …‟ This has been 

interpreted to mean a call to laymen and women to 

take up their role in the mission of the church 

(Christifideles Laici, #2). This new or reawakening 

role of the laity in the mission of the church has 

been referred to as the new evangelization as     

expressed in Evangelii Nutiandii.   

The idea of the new evangelization was relaunched 

and popularized by Pope John Paul II in his        

encyclical, Redemptoris Missio or Mission of the 

Redeemer. In the letter, he presented a new     

teaching of the church on evangelization in modern 

times. The Pope‟s call is seen as a prophetic and 

revolutionary message to the church on the role of 

laity in the church.  

In it the Pope reiterated on the need to commit and 

direct all the church‟s energies to a new            

evangelization. In that encyclical, he stated      

categorically that „no believer and no institution 

can avoid this duty. It means then that everyone 

was to be involved in this new evangelization.   

This said, the new evangelization cannot be said to 

be a giving of a new message. No, it is the same 

message: „salvation through Jesus Christ‟. What is 

new however, is the ardour (passion, enthusiasm), 

method and expression of this message. These 

must be adapted to the people of our day and time. 

What then is the new evangelization? It is a call to 

deepen our faith, have confidence in the gospel and 

possess a willingness to share the gospel.   

 

It is a personal encounter with the person of 

Jesus who brings peace and joy. Are the la-

ity excluded from this task? No, they are 

rediscovering or being           reminded of 

their missionary mandate and responsibility 

in the church and to take up what is right-

fully theirs.    

Dave Nodar identified six characteristics of 

the new evangelization. The first feature is 

that, it is Christocentric, that is, Jesus Christ 

is the centre, foundation and summit of 

evangelization.  

The second is that evangelization is the     

responsibility of the entire people of God 

and not the work of special people or those 

with special vocation. Who then are the    

people of God? Missionary evangelization is 

the responsibility and calling of all        

Christians (Redemptoris Missio, #13). This 

is echoed in christifideles laici ... „and of the 

responsibility of the laity in this regard ...‟ 

missionary activity is thus for all Christians, 

dioceses, parishes, church institutions, and 

associations. It is a task of all the Christian 

faithful.  

The missionary activity calls for a            

missionary spirituality to be effective – to 

know Christ and to make him known. Thus, 

the need for a comprehensive formation for 

the laity is indispensable. This spirituality 

was imbibed by St Marcellin Champagnat 

(C2) and later taken up by Br Sean Sammon, 

former Superior General in his circular – 

making Jesus known and loved. According 

to Pope John Paul II, “it is not possible to 

bear witness to Christ without reflecting his 

image”. To pass on or transmit the gospel 

message, it must have first permeated our 

lives. The essential characteristic of the mis-

sionary spirituality is “intimate communion 

with Christ”. Other features of the mission-

ary spirituality include: renunciation, the gift 

of fortitude (mental strength and courage to 

face challenges and pain), gift of              

discernment, apostolic charity, life of       

holiness, contemplation, beatitudes, inner 

joy and must be disciples of Christ.    

Evangelisation is not a private affair – it   

belongs to God passed on through Jesus 

Christ, to the apostles, to the successors of 

the apostles, to the entire membership of the 

church. The Christian message is not only 

informative but also performative. The   

gospel is not merely communication of 

things that can be known, but it is expected 

to make those things happen – it is life 

changing.   

We are Partners in Mission 

By: Br DR C. Gandeebo 

ESPOIR 

By: Br Newton Pally 
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Il y a longtemps ; que je crois, 

Que le grain de ma foi a germé, 

Que l'arbre de ma foi cherche la lumière, 

Des années qu'il déploie ses branches,  

Il y a longtemps, qu'il attend des fruits. 

  

Au plus profond de mon cœur,  

Je respecte mon Dieu, 

Cependant, mes mains agissent, 

Comme si mon cœur était ignorant, 

Ma bouche prononce des mots, 

Que mon cœur n'a jamais suggérés, 

Mes jambes prennent un chemin, 

Que mon cœur n'a jamais tracé. 

  

Aujourd'hui, je ne fais pas de miracles, 

Parce que hier je n'ai pas cru vraiment, 

Aujourd'hui je ne suis pas un Saint, 

Parce qu'hier, ma foi ne m'a pas bouleversé, 

Seigneur, le drame de ma vie, 

C'est que je suis : deux, 

Je suis celui que je veux être, 

Et je suis celui que je suis, 

Je porte des fleurs, 

Tandis que mes fruits sont stériles. 

  

Ma bouche dit que je t'aime, 

 Mais sur mon parcours, 

Peu de fleurs fleurissent, 

Peu de fruits murissent, 

Peu de vie est engendrée. 

  

Demain sera comme aujourd'hui,  

Si moi, je ne me suis pas convertis, 

Semaine Saint sera comme hier,  

Si Tu ne m'imposes plus ta loi, 

Seigneur, tu m'offres ta richesse, 

Je cueille tes présents au hasard. 
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Fais confiance à la forme du configurée, 

Fais confiance à la vie consolatrice, 

Fais confiance à la conception du Fils, 

En regardant vers l‟arrivé des bonjours, 

En te faisant son instrument si apprécies, 

La confiance va te confier le vrai chemin.  

  

J‟ai écouté sa voix sur le chemin 

Je suis venu sous sa lumière 

J‟ai reçu son appel, brûlant 

J‟ai vu mes frères trop joyeux, 

Je n‟ai pas douté à sa parole. 

Confiance mes Chers frères. 

  

J‟ai senti le sens de la valeur voulue, 

Je soutiens les Pasteurs à l‟apostolat 

Sans les séparer à l‟enseignement, 

Ni les faire oublier le travail  éducateur, 

Je sens leur joie du fond du cœur, 

Confiance, mes Chers  frères. 

  

Ne soyez pas conduits par : 

Ni science, ni la modernisation, 

Ni le sens de la mondialisation, 

Mais par la prière incessante,  

Une vie simple, et la modeste, 

Fortement par la volonté du Père. 

 

Chers frères ! Chers confrères! 

Souvenons-nous de douze étoiles, 

Qui brillent dans au levant du message, 

Jours et nuits, même sous la pluie, 

N‟éteignons pas cette vivante lumière, 

Ne fermons pas tes portes du soutien, 

Je suis fier de cette formule, 

Les Catéchistes,  « la forêt est forte » 

Les graduant « la forêt est plus large» 

Les autres avec sentiment disons que, 

La forêt est remplie des animaux féroces. 

Confiance mes chers frères d‟aujourd‟hui. 

   

Mon Cher ami, écoute ma voix ; 

Garde ta soif d‟amour toujours, 

Vis ta vie dans l‟amour du Créateur, 

Mari l‟idée de la Vierge Marie, 

Elle te gardera toute ta vie idéale, 

Soyez toujours patient au chemin, 

  

Avec tout mes sens dans la confiance, 

Je sens qu‟hier était la formation, 

Qu‟aujourd‟hui c‟est la mission, 

Par expériences, le chemin est possible, 

Par la langue, le chemin est plus étroit, 

Confiance seulement mes bien-aimés. 

  

Toi qui es couronné de Son Amour, 

Que le Seigneur a aimé, aime, aimera, 

N‟oubliez jamais de semer la semence, 

De ton identité à l‟apostolat, à l‟école 

Fait ce qui plait à Dieu,  pas l‟homme. 

Si c‟est sûr, ne ferme pas ton cœur. 

  

Mais, Crois-tu être le Disciples du Christ ? 

Sous les pas du Saint Père Champagnat ?  

Possesseur d‟une éducation chrétienne ? 

Créateur des frères dans tous les diocèses ? 

C‟est le souhait de la scène sincère du sujet. 

La confiance va te confier le vrai chemin.  

  

Votre ami Manirakiza Paulin. 

 Soyez dans la joie du Nouveau Né. 

By: Br M. Paulin 
By: Br V. Twaibu 
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CONFIANCE, MES FRÈRES 

 

 

O nce upon a time, there was a man 

who lived in a remotest part of 

the world and lived well with his 

neighbours. One day, whilst walking 

to another village, the man met God 

and he was astounded to see HIM  

carrying a big suitcase in His hand. 

The following conversation ensued 

between them:  

GOD: Son, now it is time to go you 

have fulfilled your mission on earth.  

MAN: Now?  So soon? I had a lot of 

plans - responded the man. 

GOD: I‟m sorry but it is time to go. 

MAN: I would like to know what is in 

the suitcase. 

Are they my belongings? I mean my 

property, clothes, money? 

GOD: Those things were not yours, 

they belonged to the earth 

MAN: Are they my memories? 

GOD: Those never belonged to you, 

they belonged to time. 

MAN: Are they my talents? 

GOD: Those were never yours, they 

belonged to circumstances of your 

life. 

MAN: Are they my friends and      

family? 

GOD:  There were never yours they 

belonged to your heart. 

MAN: Is it my body? 

GOD: That was never yours it         

belonged to the dust. 

MAN: Is it my soul? 

GOD:  No that is mine. 

Full of fear, the man took the suitcase 

from God and opened it and he found 

out that the suitcase was empty.  

With tears flowing down the man said: 

Does it mean that I never had       

something whilst on earth?  

GOD: You are right, every moment 

you lived was the only belonging you 

had. Indeed, life is just a moment.  

LIFE IS JUST A MOMENT 



 

 

O ne sunny Saturday morning, during the 

cleaning parade at Marist International 

Centre (MIC), four Brothers were sent for a 

mission to go in search of a queen of termites 

in Charles Howard Park. As the Brothers 

stepped forward in search of this very queen 

with fervent and burning desire they were    

fortunate enough to come across the ant-hill 

without  difference of opinion of finding it in 

that very place.  

They started dismounting the ant-hill where the 

queen was residing. As the time kept ticking, it 

came to a point when things were getting out of 

hand, they became exhausted, with the         

intention of leaving without fulfilling the     

mission they were sent for. One among them 

stood up with words of challenge and           

encouragement to his fellows, which he said: 

let me remind you gentlemen of what George 

Halas, said when you find yourself in situations 

or matters like this, “Nobody who ever gave his 

best regretted it.” “The mind is the limit. As 

long as the mind can envision the fact that you 

can do something, you can do it, as long as you 

really believe 100 percent. Arnold          

Schwarzenegger also said, “Nobody but God 

knows the pregnancy that will produce a king.” 

Therefore we are not here on this earth to be 

telling the stories of others let people as well 

talk about our stories by creating ours through 

research and noble deeds. In other words, we 

are not destined to be history tellers, but to be 

history makers by Mahatma Ghandi. 

In addition, my Brothers, we should equally   

understand that we have to expect things of 

ourselves before you can do them. Always 

make a total effort even when the probabilities 

are against you and try and win If You Can, 

Lose If You Must, But NEVER QUIT. 

“Obstacles do not have to stop you. If you run 

into a wall, do not turn around and give up. 

Figure out how to climb it, go through it, or 

work around it.” – Michael Jordan. “Gold  

medals aren‟t really made of gold. They‟re 

made of sweat, determination, and a hard-to-

find alloy called guts.” – Dan Gable. 

Finally, encouraged by the above insights, the 

four Brothers got hold of the Mother Queen of 

the termites in Charles Howard Park and      

everybody was happy. Dear readers,              

determination and perseverance in situations 

you think you cannot perform are the only       

answer. 

 

First of all, I give thanks to God for His gratui-

tous love for us. May His name be praised.  

We thank our Provincial Superiors and the  

superior of the Daughters of St. Joseph, who 

did everything in their power ensuring that we 

were well catered for and adequately equipped 

to follow this just ended course. We are indeed 

very grateful for their material, spiritual and 

moral support. May the Good Lord bless them 

all.  

Our gratitude goes to the entire MIUC staff,     

administrative, lecturers, middle level staff, 

and support staff for their assistance. May God 

reward them abundantly. 

Permit me to single out our able Principal Br 

Joseph Udeajah and thank him in a special way 

for his assiduity and devotedness to work. 

Brother, you are an excellent example to be 

emulated. Thank you for being an elder 

Brother to us and showing us the way. May the 

Good Lord be your consolation. 

And to you my confreres, we should           

congratulate ourselves for the time together, 

and the sharing that has brought us to a very 

successful end. We have all passed with flying 

colours. In a special way, Sr Mary Wangari, 

you were a distinguished companion on this 

wonderful journey and a great inspiration to all 

of us, a great scholar indeed. Congratulations 

friends and may the blessings of the Lord con-

tinue to surround us.  

Long live the Marist International university 

college 

Long live the Catholic University of Eastern 

Africa 

Long live the Institute of the Marist Brothers of 

the Schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O n the 5th of December, 2014, there was       

Religious Studies Graduation Ceremony at 

Marist International University College and this is 

what Br Tiburtius had to say on behalf of the 

graduands after having observed all protocol: 

I t is with overwhelming joy that I express 

these words of gratitude today, as we celebrate 

what I call our own "success journey". As the 

Psalmist says, "they go out, they go out, full of 

tears carrying seeds for sowing; they come back, 

they come back, full of song carrying their 

sheaves..."  

Our journey also started like these people with 

tears carrying seeds for sowing but today ends like 

these same people who come back with a stock of 

sheaves from their harvest; when tears of sadness 

have become tears of joy.  

 

 

A simple step usually is the 

commencement of a long journey that finally 

comes to an end. This was what our fourth year 

Brothers experienced on the 5th of December, 

2014 as they closed the long journey of Religious 

Studies by graduating with a Diploma. It was a 

colourful occasion patronized by students, staff 

and friends who came to witness and congratulate 

the graduands for their hard work.  

Study is often a demanding exercise that requires 

patience and perseverance. In his valedictory 

speech, Brother Tiburtius, one of the graduands 

asserted to this fact by quoting a verse from the 

Psalms: "They go out, they go out full of tears, 

they come back they come back full of joy."  Joy 

indeed is what these graduands leapt at the end of 

their demanding studies. Congratulations for the 

achievement go and be fishers of men with the 

knowledge you have gathered in these three years 

of your Religious Studies. 
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DIPLOMA IN RELIGIOUS    

STUDIES (DRS) GRADUATION 

By: Br Ignatius Matemba 

VALEDICTORY SPEECH DURING 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES GRADUATION  

By: Br Tiburtius  

QUEEN C APTURED IN CHALRES 
H0WARD PARK 

By: Br Israel Atakwu 
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A t the end of a course in Guidance and 

Counselling, a Brother started           

counselling people through E-mails. One day 

he received a mail from a lady which read: 

Dear Brother Sinandugu, 

I am a lady aged 26, and my husband is 34. I 

left my husband with the maid and our baby 

at home. After driving just about 2km from 

home, my car engine started overheating.  So 

I had to return and get another car. When I 

got home, I found my husband in bed with 

our maid. I don‟t know what to do. Please 

Brother help me!  

Brother‟s Response: 

                                                                                                                                     

Overheating of the car engine after such a 

short distance can be caused by problems   

associated with the radiator. You need to 

check the oil and water levels in your engine 

before you start your journey, you must also 

make sure your car is serviced regularly to 

avoid problems in future 

Hope I have answered your question. 

 

We are told to be always simple in all we do, 

in the way we dress, walk and talk. If      

something is bad say it and if a woman is 

ugly let her know by telling her that she is. 

This is simplicity Brothers.  

A Brother tried to put this in practice at     

Nakummat when he was talking to a strange 

woman while waiting for the young Brothers‟ 

bus. 

Brother: Hi sister  

Woman: Hi 

Brother: Sister, you should be single  

Woman: Oooh! How on earth do you know 

that? It is true am very single and free to  

mingle. 

Brother: Sister because you are too UGLY, 

no one can marry you. Ugly ladies never get 

married. 

The woman responded by slapping the 

Brother on the face and the Brother fainted.  

Simplicity BABA!!!  

 

 

 

H ealth is a state of complete physical,   

mental and social well-being and not 

merely the absence of disease or infirmity. Sport 

as defined by some scholars is: "An activity     

involving physical exertion and skill in which an 

individual or team competes against one another". 

“A human activity capable of achieving a result 

requiring physical exertion and or physical skill, 

which, by its nature and organization, is          

competitive and is generally accepted as being a 

sport”. 

The most important lesson to be leant in sports is 

the sportsmanship spirit; to behave in a good or 

specified way in response to teasing, defeat, or a 

similarly trying situation. This is the Marist       

International Centre‟s (MIC) core aim of its 

yearly inter-fraternities competition. 

The fraternities grieve together in times of loss 

which gives them collective purgation of their 

emotion of loss and presents to them the reality of 

life. Losing in a competition of this kind gives 

better opportunity for both individual and          

collective spiritual growth.  

This keeps the fraternity spirit as they all hope for 

a better future. It does not mean that victory is not 

good; only that in rare cases does it contribute 

much to our spiritual growth. Praises are ascribed 

to one‟s skillfulness, competence and ability. 

“A healthy person is a wealthy person.” This is a 

popular saying because healthy person               

unknowingly has double treasure. Through       

intensive exercises we make our bodies look  

slimmer and healthier, also making our lives 

longer and happier. Although this contradicts the 

African conception of being healthy, wealthy and 

happier. The best compliment for an “African  

person” is; “eeh! You look plump and robust”. 

This might be the reverse to the Europeans who 

prefer to be slim and fit. We thank nature because 

it knows how to balance its course. 

In those days people lived longer than today     

because they ate more of natural food, trekked 

long distances and worked in “shamba” manually 

on daily and weekly basis. 

Due to the advancement in technology many    

people have forgotten to keep in touch with a 

healthy way of living. 

 

Sports activities have a closest relationship with 

health because diseases such as obesity can be 

controlled by physical activities. Actually, obesity 

is the red light for the beginning of a long row of 

diseases such as heart problems, diabetes and  

cancer, therefore it is better for everyone to get 

involved in regular sport activities without delay.  

We can maintain our body, mind and spirit 

through sport activities. An hour of sports of any 

kind as long as effort is involved can make a    

difference in our daily lives. 
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M ajawa (2014, p. 52) asserts 

that “Evolution of Education        

commenced at the beginning of       

reality. The beginning of human     

beings marked the beginning of Education. It evolved 

and developed in history and embraced the             

educational values from other cultural integrity.” In 

emphasizing the need of Education, Osuji (2008)   

recalls the words of St. Marcellin  Champagnat, the 

Founder of the Marist Brothers of the Schools as     

follows: “How happy would I be if I could teach and 

devote my life to the Education of Children and 

young People.” Education of the whole person seems 

less favoured today. Subjects and disciplines are 

taught, but often a focus on the whole rounded person 

seems to have less priority.  

 

The Marist Educator tries to collaborate with God in 

bringing to completion the work of God, with         

revealing to the learner who he/she is and who they 

are for God. He collaborates with the learner in this 

work because he cannot do it without the consent and     

participation of the learner in his/her own               

development. He forms his/her heart, character and 

virtue. He does this by providing him/her with       

sufficient knowledge of Religion and teaching him/

her to live in harmony with his/her neighbour. He  

realises that Education has to be rounded or risk     

imbalance or even doing damage to the learner. 

What would happen to a learner if nothing but his/her 

ability to assimilate knowledge was taken into        

account? If the formation of his/her heart and his/her 

feelings were omitted? If in each one the capacity 

were not developed to deepen his/her inner life to 

reach within himself/herself to what most draws him/

her close to God? This is the reason Education is a 

collective work where numerous forces and people 

are at work, primary among them: Family, School, 

Church and State. 

 

The Church sends forth the Institute of the Marist 

Brothers of the Schools, which draws its life from the 

Holy Spirit. Faithful to St. Marcellin Champagnat, it 

works to evangelise people, especially by educating 

the young, particularly those most neglected.         

Furthermore, engaged in Schools or in other forms of 

Education, the Marist Brothers put their hearts and 

souls into serving the human person for the sake of 

the Kingdom (Marist Brothers of the Schools – MBS, 

2011).  

This paper seeks to explore the Evolution and   

Evaluation of Marist Education in the light of         

Patristic Education. It will do this under the following 

sub-headings: 

 

 

Concept of Marist and Patristic Education  

Origin of Marist Education 

Marist Style of Education  

Significance of Patristic Education 

Appraisal of Marist Education in the light of 

Patristic Education 

Conclusion  

  

Concept of Marist and Patristic Education 

Marist and Patristic Education are both      

Christian Education based on character          

formation and self-reliance in order to bring 

transformation and development into the        

society. They are rooted in their heavenly   

Founder, Jesus Christ, who is the way, the Truth 

and the Life (John 14:16). The Kingdom of God 

is God‟s intention for creation. It is the central 

theme and purpose in the preaching and life of 

Jesus, the Christ (Mk. 1:15). Therefore, when 

an educational activity is intended to sponsor    

people towards Christian faith, the ultimate   

purpose of such Education is the Kingdom of 

God in Jesus Christ (Groome, 1981). 

In our effort to delve into this paper, it is of 

paramount importance for us to bring out the 

meaning of Marist, Patristic and Education.   

Etymologically, the word Marist comes from 

the French “Mariste”, that is, from 

“Marie” (Mary the Virgin and Mother of Jesus 

Christ). It was used first in the 19th Century   

denoting a member of the Society of Mary 

(Marist Fathers/Sisters) or a member of the   

Little Brothers of Mary (Marist Brothers of the 

Schools) a Roman Catholic Religious Institute 

founded in Lyons, France between 1816 and 

1817 for missionary and educational work in 

the name of the Virgin Mary. 

Patristic is from the Latin “Pater” meaning    

Father. It is simply about the Church Fathers, 

that is, the early Christian writers. The word 

Education also comes from the Latin “Educare” 

which means to lead out (Groome, 1981). Many 

Scholars have attempted to define Education in 

their own way. For example, Education is      

defined as:  

The entire process of developing human      

abilities, potentials and behaviour. An organised 

and sustained instruction meant to transmit a 

variety of knowledge, skills, understanding and 

attitudes necessary for daily activities of life.  

 

A social process in which an individual 

attains social competence and growth 

within a selected, chosen and controlled 

institutionalised setting (Sifuna & Otiende, 

2006, p.1). 

Iwuchukwu (2003, p39-41) on his part 

cited some definitions of Education of 

Scholars as follows: 

Education is the art of acquisition and 

utilisation of knowledge (Whitehead, 

1907). 

Education means the abolition of distance 

and detachment between the influencing 

environment and the learner. It simply 

means the bringing of the learner into very 

close awareness and association with his/

her environment (Scheffler, 1973). 

Education is the aggregate of all the    

processes by which a child or young adult 

develops the abilities, attitudes and other 

forms of behaviour which are of positive 

value to the Society in which he lives 

(Fafunwa, 1974). 

Education is a deliberate, systematic and 

sustained effort to transmit, evoke or     

acquire knowledge, values, attitudes, skills 

and sensibilities (Cremin, 1977). 

Education is a process of acculturation 

through which the individual is helped to 

attain the development of his potentials 

and their maximum activation when     

necessary according to right reason and to 

achieve thereby his perfect self-fulfilment 

(Okafor, 1984). 

The list of the definitions of Education 

continues; however, these Scholars were 

able to bring out that Education helps the 

learner to develop his/her potentials, but 

failed to explicitly pin-point what happens 

to the behaviour of this learner and his/her 

contribution to the society which is the  

basis of Education. Fafunwa (1974) tried 

by bringing out an aspect; „behaviour 

which is of positive value to the society.‟ 

However, he would have told us what the 

learner does with this behaviour. We can 

fill in this gap by defining Education as a 

process whereby an individual acquires 

knowledge, skills, values and attitudes for 

a positive change of behaviour in order to 

bring change/development to the Society. 

Education needs to have informative,     

formative and transformative values. 

 

EVOLUTION AND EVALUATION OF MARIST     

EDUCATION IN THE LIGHT OF PATRISTIC      

EDUCATION 

Introduction 

By: Rev. Br Osuji Gregory Ekene, fms 
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With regard to the etymology of Marist, Patristic and the 

definition of Education, how do we therefore define  

Marist and Patristic Education?   

Marist Education is a Christocentric and Anthropocentric 

reality that informs, forms and transforms the Educand in 

the way of Mary, the Mother of God. Patristic Education 

on its own is defined as: 

A quality, holistic and value-oriented Education for all in 

the dynamic rhythm of life defined by early by early 

Church Fathers based on Christ‟s teaching which was  

defined, developed and interpreted in the Church‟s       

intellectual tradition, magisterial propositions with       

discerned consideration of historical righteous classical 

paideia for the advancement of informative, formative 

and transformative encyclopaedic knowledge and         

witnessing of an individual and society for the   highest 

common good and whose teachings and  experiences are 

relevant today (Majawa, 2014, p.30). 

Both Marist and Patristic Education have a common    

denominator: Divine Wisdom. They are both founded on 

Christian principles that help the learner to be an           

authentic witness in the society and to be sure of his/her 

eschatological promises. 

To be continued! 

 

 

 

 

11 

“TO BRING UP CHILDREN PROPERLY, FIRST 

YOU MUST LOVE THEM AND LOVE THEM ALL 

EQUALLY.” Champagnat 

“SEE HOW THEY LOVE EACH OTHER” 

L’HERMITAGE FRATERNITY 

LWANGA FRATERNITY 

LA VALLA FRATERNITY  

LA MAISONNETTE FRATERNITY  

FRANÇOIS FRATERNITY  

CHANNEL FRATERNITY  
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