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A message of ten years after Marcelin Champagnat’s canonization for African Brothers and lay Marists
“WE ARE NO LONGER SIMPLE OBSERVERS…”
The message of the tenth anniversary of the canonization of Marcellin Champagnat for us African Brothers and lay is clear: we are no longer observers but active participants in living and making alive the Founder’s dream: bringing the good news to impoverished children and young people of the continent. This daunting task of making the dream a palpable reality in our different administrative units compels us, like Marcellin himself, to be founders. 

Usually, the word “founder” is attributed to someone who establishes an organization or a structure. But in my opinion, our vocation goes beyond this: we are called to be founders of visions as we struggle to respond to the demands of the society in which we live and work. Although the Marist constitutions do not refer specifically to us in this light, they state clearly that, “fidelity to our mission requires us to be constantly alert to the signs of the times, to the calls of the church, and to the needs of youth. Such alertness makes is easier for us to adapt structures and to take courageous, even unprecedented decisions (art. 168). In addition, Marcellin Champagnat is recognized as saint by the Church not only because he founded the Marist Institute but mainly because he was a leader capable of establishing a spirituality and direction in accordance with the gospel values. They can embrace the human search and longings for God and for progress during his time to the present day. As we are celebrating the tenth anniversary of his canonization, Marist Brothers, lay and the whole Church should, on a serious note, refer to Marcellin Champagnat as a visionary leader. 

We are more than ever called to be Brothers, Sisters and leaders in the sense that saint Marcellin Champagnat understood and lived it. The world, and especially the African continent, needs leaders who will inspire people to work, build, justice and peace, and socio-economic development. The Marist spirituality and tradition are rich enough to give us the energy and purposeful direction to undertake this kind of work, always building on our already established positive accomplishment. Unless we are aware of our call to be leaders in all aspects of the life we share with the people we evangelize, our impact in the society where we live and work will always remain insignificant. This call is more relevant to some of us in Africa than in any other continent in the world. Indeed, today’s African society really needs people who are capable of helping their fellow sisters and brothers; accompanying them in their quest for the Divine. 
The concept of leadership is a relatively new concept and may not be well understood still; or misinterpreted among religious people and communities. Although defining the concept of leadership may be necessary, what is important is to realize that, we are called to give new life and proper inculturation to our Marist spirituality given to us by our Founder among the African people. Ultimately, this calls for a new way of directing, controlling, and organizing ourselves, our mission and our interactions with the people around us. The restructuring process of our administrative units in Africa is an important step in this journey. However, it has to be based on the proper understanding of leadership coupled with openness of mind and heart of each participant, with our eyes set on the common vision of renewal and progress. 

We are called to undertake a paradigm shift in our manner of evangelizing and promoting vocations. There is need to change our status quo. There is need to invent and reinvent within the framework of our rich spirituality and the teaching of the Church so as to remain credible as Brothers and lay who share the Marist Heritage. This way we will surely make a difference in the lives of the children and youth under our care. But this difference should first of all start with us. In fact, the slogan of our XXIst General Chapter is appropriate as we commemorate this tenth anniversary of the Founder’s canonization: NEW HEARTS FOR A NEW WORLD.
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