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D ear Fellow Marists 

 

In the churches calendar we are celebrating the season of Easter and the possibility of new life found in the 

most unexpected places. Easter has a potent message for Marists in Melanesia as we prepare for the coming 

District Assembly and Chapter. It is a time when we reflect on the signs of new life in the District and the 

direction they are pointing to for all of us.  

 

We are invited to continue to reflect on our call to be Marist and in particular at this time it is important to 

reflect the current signs of life in the District. An important sign of life is the development of an "Extended 

District Council". During April this group meet in Port Moresby for the first time. The five members of the 

current District Council and five Lay Marists met to discuss the future of our mission and ministries. This 

was the first full meeting of the council which consists of the District Council and five lay members. Most 

members of the council participated in formation experience last year in preparation to become members 

of the council. The three day meeting proved to be very fruitful and the discussion was very worthwhile. It 

is hoped that this group will meet a couple of times a year to discuss the mission of the District and give 

council to the District Leader. This new way of involving all Marists in the decision making for our mission 

and ministry is about bringing new life to this part of the Marist world. 

 

At the extended council meeting part of the conversation revolved around the relationship between Lay 

Marists and Brothers and it proved a very important conversation. As we move into the future the relation-

ship will need to develop. All of us will have to leave behind some very in trenched attitudes in order to par-

ticipate in bringing about a different future. Some of our personal beliefs about the status of Lay Marists and 

Brothers need to be challenged. For many of us there is an underlying belief that Brothers have higher 

standing than others. It is a difficult journey to change attitudes that have been held for years. At this time 

in the life of the District it is important to challenge ourselves about some of our deeply held beliefs. 

 

Benedict Tooming was at the meeting and will continue to join the District Council at future meetings. He 

participates in all our discussions about mission and ministry. In the short time he has been the 

Executive Office of ministries for the District he has been busy visiting our ministries and develop-

ing plans for each of them. His work has added an extra positive dimension to our mission. It gives 

a new significance in making our mission a priority and it points to a future of greater co-

responsibility.  It has already become evident that appointing Benedict is about bringing new life 
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responsibility.  It has already become evident that appointing Benedict is about bringing new life and new 

edges to our mission. 

 

Another very significant sign of new life in the District is the Marist Life Team. In its first year of operation it 

has already started to make progress in developing formation programmes for all Marists in the District. Ruth 

Hihiru's role continues to develop and take on new elements. She and the team have developed and started to 

give formation programmes for all those who work in our ministries. Ruth has also started to work on a docu-

ment to help develop a deeper understanding of a Marist family. This is an initiative that has been discussed 

often in the District. Many Marists have expressed a desire to understand what being Marist means in the way 

they live as a family. Ruth's work in this area is proving to be significant. Ruth will also participate in the dis-

cernment of the District Council when our mission is discussed. 

 

The District Council continues to explore new edges in carrying out our mission. This is very much on the 

agenda during meetings of the extended District Council. The discernment of our mission during these meet-

ings is an effort to live out our desire for all Marist to take responsibility for the future of our mission in Mela-

nesia. The work of both Ruth and Benedict encourages us to go to explore these edges. 

 

We are now developing formation programmes for all Marist and we are being given the opportunity to come 

to a deeper understanding of Marcellin and his charism. In our preparation for the Assembly and Chapter we 

need to reflect more on our mission and come to a better understanding of how we live out this charism in 

our mission. Calling ourselves Marist needs to impact on how each of us lives our lives and the choices we 

make. What each of us does indicate that we are Marist; what examples in our own lives indicate that we are 

Marist. The desire is to live this out in the reality of our lives and in the mission. Surely the more we are able 

to live lives that are Marist the more that we bring new life to all. 

 

The journey to bring about something new is not always an easy one and is one that requires commitment to 

step outside what we are used to. Trying to bring about something new requires a little letting go and more 

than a little trust. It also requires a belief that what happens today might not bring results until sometime in 

the future and these results can be unexpected. This is very much a belief in the work of God's Spirit bringing 

about new life in all of us. 

 

God bless 

Extended District Council meeting, 
starting from left, Br Jean Marie, 
Ruth Hihiru, Benedict Tooming, 
Abraham Haiuaisi and Ignatius Ha-
mal as the Lay people who are 
working together with the  Brothers 
in our Ministries around the District. 
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GOD’S INITIATIVE 

 
This is God’s call to Abraham. Scripture 
portrays God calling whom he wills to be 
his chosen people, priest, religious, proph-
ets and leaders etc…it is God who voices 
the call and gives vocation. Jesus stresses it 
in John 15:16, “(You did not choose me, I 
chose you)” 

  
Vocation is a gift of God’s love- love which 
invites each person to be his companion 
and to share with him his work of building 
the Kingdom of the Father among people.  
  

 

 

Accepting the Call: To accept the vocation 

given to us is to accept that gradually, all 

of our beings, with their vital energies of living and loving and doing, come to be centered in Christ. It is 

the Father who chooses us; it is the Spirit that prepares us for the call- but it is always Jesus who makes 

the Divine call evident to us, for it is a personal union and collaboration with Him and that we are 

called. The gift of vocation brings with it a presence and power of the Lord which enable us to live out 

that vocation.               

In accepting this call, we commit ourselves to reassess our values, to purify them, to seek higher stand-

ards.  

“Go out from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you” (genesis 12) 
 

 
 
Greetings from Laumanasa Formation House 

 

Thank you for your prayers and continuous support for Vocations and the Formation of our young 
men in the District. Your prayers especially, continue to give hope and courage to each one of us, in-
cluding the young men who hear the call of God and try to answer it in various ways. Let us continue 
to encourage and help each other to help our young people to discern and respond well to their voca-
tions to follow Christ in the footsteps of Mary and Marcellin Champagnat  

2ND YEAR POSTULANTS; Epalle, Fereol and De la Salle, attending clas-

ses at the Nazareth Apostolic Center. They arrived 30 minutes early 

and are waiting for the others to arrive. 

Formation and Vocations Director 

Br Clemet Pekubei,  

Marist Brothers Laumanasa, PO BOX 82, Honiara, Solomon Islands 

Email: clemfms@yahoo.com 
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To accept the vocation given to us is to ac-
cept that gradually, all of our beings, 
with their vital energies of living and 
loving and doing, come to be centered in 
Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd year postulant; McDonald is attending English classes at St. Josephs Tenaru. He 
is also the school’s most needed librarian. Mrs. Hihiru is the assistant librari-
an.  

 
The different stages of the new brothers’ house at Laumanasa 

 
 

            

 

         
 
    
 

The fact that I make such a commitment is itself a 

source of assistance in my being more faithful and in 

my responding more fully to the call. 
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Recently, a meeting was held with the Core Group at Tenaru. It was a 
good opportunity for us to meet together as Marists, pray together 
and share life stories and experiences about being Marist families. 
We also talked about being Marist families living in communities and 
in particular the school community “How we live out being Marist in 
our families and reaching out to others in the school community.” 

At the more personal level, “what it means to be a Marist parent i.e. 
father or mother and living out the Marist Charism in our families.” 
 
There was also a lot of wisdom from some of the group members 

who already have grown up children as they talked about being 
Marist parents in their own families. Being Marist has also drawn 
external family members to the community. 
I am also looking forward to visiting the Core groups of Vanga and 
Mabiri soon. 
 
By Ruth Hihiru– Executive Officer Marist Life Team 
 

 
 
 

  MY 1st YEAR COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE 

WITH THE BROTHERS IN MADANG 

I am a 1st year postulant doing my 1st 

community experience with the Brothers here in 

Madang. This item is all about my experience, 

living here with the brothers.  

I have learned many good things about 

the brother’s life in the community. Life was very 

challenging for me here. So I have to tell myself 

not to give up, but overcome these challenges and 

get used to it.  I am very pleased with the brothers 

in the community. They are very kind and helpful 

to me in many ways. 

 Every 6 o’clock in the morning, Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday we usually come 

together for morning prayers. This was a big chal-

lenge to me. Sometimes I felt vert sleepy so early 

in the morning. But again I always told myself not 

to sleep but always attend morning prayers. Using 

the prayer-books was also a challenge, but with 

the help of the brothers I now fully understand 

how to use the prayer-books. 

 Being ashamed was also a challenge. 

Many times I would like to open up for discussion 

or ask questions about new things I didn’t have a 

clear idea about. But instead I keep these to my-

self, because I have shame. But helped with the 

brother’s encouragement I managed to overcome 

this habit. Now I can talk freely to anyone in the 

community. 

 There were some experiences that I came 

across while living with the brothers in the com-

munity I’d like to reflect on. Timing was a very 

important thing that comes to mind. I have to do 

the right things at the right time and be at the 

right place. The experience I had of commitment 

was also a good experience I had in the communi-

ty. I learnt that I should commit myself to all the 

various activities that we did inside the communi-

ty. Experiencing prayer life in the community was 

a powerful tool which helped bring us closer to 

God and strengthens our faith. Working together  

was also an experience I had in the community. I 

have never seen these types of experiences in any 

other place where I have lived. 

To sum up I would like to say ‘thank 

you’ to all the brothers in the District for the good 

work you are doing to educate young people. And 

‘thanks very much’ to the brothers in the Madang 

community for giving us such good experiences. 

May God bless you all.  

Calvin  

MY COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE 

WITH THE BROTHERS IN 

MADANG 

I’m writing about my Madang community experi-

ence. Experiencing the Marist way of life for the 

first time was, at times, very difficult. When I was 

at home I had never considered ‘time’ as an im-

portant thing for me. But my experience here with 

the brothers showed that ‘time’ was quiet im-

portant. Now I am familiar with their community 

routine. 

As a child who comes straight from the village, I 

had never cooked with any electric machine, but 

with the brothers here in Madang I did.  The first 

time, when I was scheduled for cooking, I was 

excited, because everything went smoothly with-

out any comment from the brothers. They just 

smiled and enjoyed the meal. This great experience 

of cooking has now become a hobby for me. 

I was born in a family where my parents were 

strong Catholics. They taught me about Christiani-

ty. I remember they said to me that praying is the 

way you communicate with God. This became a 

reality when I observed the way brothers pray 

every day. Prayer is seen an important aspect of 

life that builds up the community’s spirituality. 

Conversation is another thing which I experienced 

with the brothers. They general y discuss things any

-time. It was a special gift which I came to under-

stand. As human-beings we are different from 

Idols. Idols never talk to someone else, but for us 

human-beings conversation is an important thing in 

our life. It builds good community relationships 

amongst us. 

Brothers this experience, as seen from above, has 

helped me to discover what it means to be a Marist 

brother.  It has helped me to gain a lot of confi-

dence. For this I want to acknowledge you all for 

your time and commitment. May God bless you all. 

Cyril. 
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       THE FLASH FLOODING                  By   Brother Henry Uguni fms          

 
Today 3rd of May 2014 marked exactly a month old of 
sad memories of the flash flooding that hits the country 3rd April 2014 
which resulted in 22 lives confirmed deaths, thousands of displaced fami-
lies and extensive losses and damages to the people of Solomon Islands 
especially the worst affected people, homes and businesses. The govern-
ment had declared that the national day of memorial service is planned 
to be held on 11th April 2014 to remember the victims who lost their lives 

in the flash 
flooding.  
 
 
 
 
A total rainfall of 500 - 1000 mm that hit parts of Solomon Is-
lands 3rd of April 2014.This resulted in the overflow of Tenaru 
River which detract its flow from the normal course. This created 
a body of sea like lake which now turned into the sea of mud 
that caused extensive damages to school gardens of St Martin 
RTC, Laumanasa Marist Brothers’ property, St Joseph’s National 

Catholic secondary school Tenaru and communities in and round the 
Tenaru and whole of the Guadalcanal plain. 
Teachers, students and families were eventually evacuated to higher 
ground in Honiara on the third 
day of the continuous rain and flooding. By the look of things the dam-
ages caused by this flooding will cost the SI Government, Churches, 

Do-
nor 

partners, NGOs, Business Houses, stakeholders and indi-
viduals millions of dollars and materials for recovery and 
restoration processes.  
This natural disaster is rated one of the worst flooding in 
many years to hits the country.  
 
It is very clear in the minds of the people that one of the 

main contributors to such flooding is the whole logging activities that are currently devastating our natural forests in the 
whole country. One Nation one People let us stand together as Leaves of one branch and branches of one tree. 
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Brothers participated at the recent Younger Brothers Gathering in Lomeri, Fiji. 
Photo was taken in front of the statue of St Marcellin at the Marist Brothers 

High School, Fiji 
Back: Mark Kenatsi (DM), Kevin Wanden (DP), Uanimata (DP) 

Middle: Sixtus Winduo (DM), Jone Seduadua (DP), Boerera Katareke (DP), Ismael Tauwato (DM), John Curry (A) Greg McDon-
ald (A) 
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Marist Brothers,  

District of Melanesia 

Po Box 1881 Boroko, NCD, Papua New Guinea. 

Phone   +675 3255684 e-mail   fmspng@datec.net.pg 

Please pray for 

 

Our Deceased: 

Brother Charles Howard, former Superior General 

Br Steve Bugg (worked at DWU and Tenaru) 

Br Joseph Wabi 

 

Our sick: 

Br John Paul Mauro  

For those families and loved ones lost out at sea in Bougainville  

The floods in the Solomon Islands  

 

Our young men in Formation at; 

Laumanasa, Lomeri and MAPAC. 

 

 

The District of Melanesia will be hosting  

the District Assembly and the District Chap- 

ter from the 14th– 20th July 2014. It will  

be held at Emmau Conference Centre, Don  

Bosco Technical College in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

Br Brendan Sinei will be making his Final Vows on 

the 28th June 2014 at the Tonaru Parish in Cen-

tral Bougainville. Let us all keep him in our pray-

ers as he makes his Final profession. 

Brothers in Madang Community. From front 

left going around are postulant Calvin, Br An-

drew, Br Bert, Br Renaud and postulant Cyril. 

They are all enjoying their community experi-

ence with one another. 

Thank you Br Bert for the picture. 


