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Dear Fellow Marists

I am writing this in the days after Easter. I hope you all were able to have a restful and grace filled
time at Easter. Recently I have visited Honiara and Vanga Point and attended the Extended General
Council Meeting in Mittagong Australia. In some sense the visits left me full of confidence and
hope. In Honiara the school is thriving and the community of Brothers is strong and there is a very
positive movement of Brothers and lay Marists working together. Vanga Point remains important
ministry working with those who have missed out on  education. The Extended  General Meeting
gave us the opportunity to enter in discussions with the General Council about future directions and
these were worthwhile.

However there were also feelings of sadness and a growing understanding of how fragile and vulner-
able the District is at present.  The number of Brothers leaving the institute, the difficulty in main-
taining well run ministries and the tensions that are normally part of any relationship, whether it be
between students and staff, staff and headmaster or Brothers and Lay Marists, all add to this feeling
of vulnerability.

During Easter I also became very aware of the number times we have been called to be “new” in
recent times. The word ‘new’ has become almost a catch cry in recent years. The church calls us to
participate in the new evangelisation. The General Chapter asked us with Mary to go in haste to a
new land. The Gathering of Brothers in December reflected on a new way of being Brother. The
District’s mission assembly in 2011 talked about the new spirit of communion between Brothers and
Lay Marists. This left me wondering, in many ways the district is vulnerable and there are many
challenges that we need to face. We are finding it hard to maintain our current efforts and yet we are
called to focus on what is new.

The Easter message is about bringing to birth something completely new. It is a message of new life,
new ways of relating, and new ways of offering and accepting forgiveness. Easter is about new life
coming out of death. Easter calls us to reimagine ourselves and this can be difficult. What will the
new that I am being called to look like and what will I have to allow die in order to bring about the
new.

There is no way of avoiding it, the Easter message involves suffering. Some  describe this as a strip-
ping away or pruning. Whatever it is called it is painful and all of us tend to avoid pain. For many of
us it is frightening. Letting go of old ways of thinking, behaving and relating is never easy but our
faith tells us that it is necessary for something new to begin to grow. This letting go or pruning is not
only for us as individuals but also has a communal dimension. What assumptions, beliefs and think-
ing do we Marists have to let go of to allow something new to flourish in our life and ministry as
Marists?
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For Marist this is about living our lives and working in ministry, following Mary and being about the Marial face of the
Church.  In Br Emile’s recent circular “He Gave us the Name of Mary” calls us to collaborate in bringing about this Marial
face of the Church by being of service, by living in communion with each other and by being open to the spirit.

In this enterprise we need to be collaborators with the Holy Spirit. It is about being active and involved and not being pas-
sive. It is about taking responsibility and working co-responsibly. For some of us it is much easier to passively sit there and
wait for things to happen and hope that things will eventually change. Being passive and not taking responsibility makes it
easy to blame someone else when things go wrong.  Many of us can become very passive. I am continually amazed by the
amount of waiting we do. I have many conversations with people who are waiting for someone else to take responsibility. “I
am waiting for the headmaster to tell me what to do. I am not going to do anything because I might get into trouble.” In
some sense the Holy Spirit must find us hard work waiting for us to work co-responsibly.

Recently I was talking with a young Brother who needed to make an urgent phone call. This phone call was very significant
and we had discussed what he was going to say at length. After the conversation the young Brother walked away and I
assumed he would make the phone call. Later when I saw him I asked how the phone call had gone. The Brother told me he
had not made the call. I soon found out that he had not made the phone call because he had no money to recharge his phone.
During this conversation I realised that he had assumed I would give him money to pay for his phone call. He never asked
me for money but he assumed I would know that he needed money and give him some. The young brother was probably
motivated by fear of rejection and what I would say if he asked me for some money. He was not willing to take a risk. In the
end it was alright and he made the call but if it had not workout well in the end he could have blamed me for not giving him
the money. He was not willing to take responsibility even for a simple action.

We need to be part of a community of men and women who together take responsibility. Being a community of people
collaborating with the Holy Spirit draws us out to others, to be of service. It is a challenge and a risk and we can get things
wrong. It takes courage to act responsibly and to work co-responsibly. We can no longer be passive and blame others. Once I
decide to take on responsibility I am put in a situation that means the possibility of fractured relationships. The fear of being
out there disconnected and alone are always frightening experiences.

Central to being Marist is being connected with God. Over time the experience of God transforms. This connection with God
often takes us out of our comfort zone and asks us to make the harder choice. For this you need to be awake and aware of
God’s presence through you thoughts, feelings and you relationships with other. Your life is the chief medium through
which God works.

I would like to conclude with a quote from Cardinal Bergogilio (now Pope Francis) given in an interview in February 2012.
He was asked about the meaning of the new evangelisation. We need to come out of ourselves and head for the periphery.
We need to avoid the spiritual sickness of a Church that is wrapped up in her own world: when a Church becomes like this,
she grows sick. It is true that going out onto the street implies the risk of accidents happening, as they would to any ordinary
man or woman. But if the Church stays wrapped up in herself, she ages. And if I had to choose between an injured Church
that goes out into the streets and a sick, self-enclosed Church, I would definitely choose the former.
Being open to the new implies risk and courage but unless we are willing to take the risk of making mistakes there is no
growth.
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Br. Rodney with Br Michael and Fr.

Br.Oscar Irebake
Papua New GuineaBr. Jeremy Wabi

Papua New Guinea

Br Ismael and his year 11 boys at the foot of the cross over-
seeing the passage at Luganville, Santo.

Brothers: Brendan, Dominic, Valentine and Eli of Vanga Point

Br. Michael Akers, Br. Rodney and Fr. Gary P. CP at Nazareth

Br. Bonaventure will join
Mabiri Community in May

For post-novitiate formation and study in Marist Asia Pacific Centre - Philippines

Br. Dominic Nekebatu
Solomon Islands
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Marist Brothers — Formation House - Laumanasa

Dear Brothers and friends

As you know we have closed our formation community in Wewak
in 2012.  We have moved from Wewak, which used to cater for our
first year aspirants and postulants, but now in Laumanasa, Solomon
Islands. This means that, this year, we have the two years of initial
formation in one house of formation.
The second year started in February and on March 17th the first
year’s program began with the orientation week.
The second year postulant is attending classes at the NAC and will
be having his weekly accompaniment at Laumanasa. During the
first semester, the first years will be having all their classes at
Laumanasa on Marist life and Spirituality and their weekly accom-
paniment. They will also be having some selected courses at the
NAC in the second semester.

There will be also an opportunity for the young men to have some
apostolic Involvement every week and an intensive apostolic expe-
rience during the year at different Marist Communities.
Places such as
 Marist Brothers Community, Vanga Point, Western Province
 St Isidore Areligo Special School - Marist Community outside

Honiara in Guadalcanal Province
 Buma Primary School - Marist Fathers Community, Malaita

Province.

We have nine young men with us.  One second year
postulant and eight aspirants. The aspirancy program will go on for
three months—March, April, and May.

Our focus for the aspirants for the three months include developing
1. Verbal and Written English (Communication, Understanding)
2. Men of Prayer (Attend daily community prayer; attend daily
Eucharistic celebration, creativity in prayer preparation, active par-
ticipation in the liturgy - reading, singing and personal payer.
3. Developing Good Attitudes (Honesty, openness, caring, confi-
dence respect other’s privacy, cultural differences and stewardship,
sensitivity, hospitality and welcoming)
4. Men of Work— Hardworking (Showing responsibility in all

work activities [manual work- community & individual, class
work etc] show interest in outside activities [school, apostolic
placement] energetic, being able to take the lead or show
initiative to do any work in the community)
5. Knowledge of what a Marist Brother is. (Prayer life, com-
munity life, apostolic life)
6. Ability or Desire to live Community Life (Involved in com-
munity recreation, meal, prayer, social life, have a sense of be-
longing)
7. Punctuality (inside and outside the community)
8. Mobile Phone – to be used at weekends only – this has to be
given to a Brother in the formation house at Laumanasa

The young men who can live up to the criteria will be accepted
to postulancy in June.

Three Brothers form the Formation Team. Br Jean Marie is the
community leader and formation director in charge of first years.
Br Ken Lasin is the assistant formation director and he is in
charge of the second year. He is also the community bursar.
Br Clement is the Marist Vocation Promoter for the District. A
part from his full time work as vocation promoter, he will be
helping out in some teaching in the formation house.

Formation is a very important element in the life of the District
and the Marist Institute. Therefore, we are all invited and called
to the work of formation for those who are showing an interest in
our way of life. Whether in schools, in youth ministries, in com-
munities, we are called to encourage vocation through the
witness of our life as a  Marist Brother and as a Lay Marist.

Br. Jean Marie
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Fund raising activity by parents of  St. Marcellin
Primary - Vanga Point

St. Joseph’s Tenaru students - the drama of
“Passion of Christ”

St. Joseph’s College Mabiri - Bougainville
Picture taken at the launching of St. Joseph’s

College Child
Protection Policy.

Thanks to Mr. Chris Lus
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OCEANIA COUNCIL MEETING—BRISBANE

On Monday and Tuesday of this week the Oceania Council held its first meeting for the year. We welcomed Leonie Flynn
from Rosemeadow and Mark Kenatsi fms from Honiara as new members of the Council. Now that the revised Statutes for
the District of Melanesia and the new Statutes for the District of the Pacific are ready for approval by the Superior General,
we have a clearer idea about what is emerging across the Oceania Region and how the three Administrative units will work
together on those areas that are deemed to be regional.

Some of the focus considered at this meeting included:

 A program for emerging leaders in the schools of Melanesia and the Pacific to prepare them to move into positions of
added responsibility. This will take place at Lomeri from June 29 to July 5.

 Regional preparation for and the selection of participants to attend the 2nd International Mission Assembly in Nairobi in
2014.

 Community Animators Network to carry forward the material and processes that came out of the meetings held in Rome
last year for Community Leaders.

 Confirming the Oceania Solidarity Network to assist those Link People appointed in each of the Administrative Units to
carry out their role in working through FMSI [in Geneva] to impact on the UN Reports in the area of Children’s Rights
that impact on their own country.

 The invaluable work of the Oceania Partnership Commission in providing formation opportunities that are tailored to
the particular needs of a locality.

 Identifying the emerging Lay Marist Leaders and providing them with opportunities and experience is a key role of the
Oceania Council.

from BND Australia
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Journeying with Jesus Mary and Champagnat

The Marist pilgrimage 2013 was very well organized and we all had many rich experiences as Marist pilgrims. In the past Marist
Pilgrims only go to the Champagnat country and Rome. This was the first time that the Marist pilgrimages of Australia went to the Holy
land. We had a great respect for one another during the journey through the Holy Land, Rome and France. It was a journey of personal
reflections and prayers that strengthened our relationships with Jesus, Mary and Champagnat.  I would say that the journey we travelled
this time as Marists, Lay and Brothers, was really enriching spiritually.

The different Historical places we visited in the Holy land, Rome and France  led us to imagine and try to understand the real life that
Jesus, Mary and Champagnat lived during their times. The whole journey for me was focused on looking at the lived life of human
Jesus, Mary and Champagnat.  They all have faced so many challenges in life. And visiting the places where they lived walk and worked
led me to accept the real challenges that we face in different circumstances in life as individuals.

This was my first time on pilgrimage with a Marist group and I had a chance to know most of the pilgrims. I experienced very much the
sense of being part of the group because of the love and care that I received from my fellow pilgrims.  When Br. Michael De Wa’as and
I lost our bags for 7 day in Amman, Jordan, we were taken care of by the group and specific pilgrims and before we received our bags
we had extra clothes.

The family spirit that we talked about as Marists was very much obvious in our group.  It was an important moment for us Marists, Lay
and Brothers to travel together as co-workers on one mission to make Jesus known and loved.  The visit to the Champagnat country
reminded us to be Champagnat to each other and to the young children we minister to. I believe that our wonderful experiences of the
Holy Land and Champagnat country will continue to remind us to be effective workers in our different ministries.

Br. Rodney P.  FMS
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A three day workshop for FMSI Province and District Link persons has just concluded in Sydney. Sponsored by the
Oceania Council, the workshop was designed to act as a follow up to the two week course that was held in Rome in May
2012. The three days focused on fine-tuning the role of the Link Person on a day-to-day basis within their countries and
developing support systems within the Region.
Participants found the time very useful to consolidate their knowledge of the Universal Periodic Review (Hunan Rights
mechanism of the UN) and to develop action plans as to how they can further promote the rights of children.
FMSI-Geneva is planning to hold similar workshops in other regions of the Marist world beginning with Link Persons of
the Asian Region in late July.

Sitting L to R: Chris Lus (Melanesia), Catherine Hannon (Australia), Louise Oliphant (New Zealand), Joseph McDonald
(Australia).
Standing L to R: Jim Jolley (FMSI, Geneva), Kees Van der Weert (Fiji), Nevil Bingley (New Zealand), Patrick Kaboanga
(Melanesia), Graham Neist (Australia), Tony D’Arbon (Australia).

Marist Brothers,
District of Melanesia

Po Box 1881 Boroko, NCD, Papua New Guinea.
Phone   +675 3255684 e-mail   fmspng@datec.net.pg

Please pray for

Our Deceased
Br. Joseph Wabi

Our Sick
Br. Jean Marie
Br. John Paul Mauro

Our young men in formation
Laumanasa,  Lomeri and MAPAC
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