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                     THE HOLY NAME OF MARY
HYMN

We are accused of pompously eulogizing Mary and are blamed for the honour we render her. I do not refer to the impious, but rather to the poorly instructed Christians who do not know the gift of God in this miracle of His omnipotence. Can we really assert too much, do too much, provided we do not declare her equal to the Divinity, provided we make a distinction between her veneration and that of the Divinity? What has God said of Mary? What has He done for her? He is our Model! 
William Joseph Chaminade
SILENCE – HAIL MARY 
LET US PRAY

MARY, your name means Lady. 

As Mother of God you have the highest power 

in heaven and on earth after God. 

The Ruler of the whole world is your Son. 

He raised you above every creature. 

I pledge my loyalty to you as my Lady and Queen. 

Let me ever serve you 

as your faithful servant and devoted child. 

"We can preach Mary in our conversations, our correspondence, our classrooms, often by mere allusions. Father Chaminade said, 'I need not tell you that the holy name of Marv must be found naturally, as it were, everywhere. Whether you pray alone or in common, whether you encourage, instruct, or conduct a meeting -- do not be content unless the holy name of Mary is mentioned.' The closing words of the former text of the rule on stability come to mind: 'To propagate the knowledge of Mary and to perpetuate love and devotion to her...in whatever circumstance of life it might be.' 'Piety is ingenious and strong enough to fit into this plan all the actions and all the decisions of our lives. '" (Emil Neubert, S.M.)
SILENCE – HAIL MARY 

LET US PRAY

MARY, your name means Star of the Sea. 

As the star sheds light without any loss to itself, 

so as the purest of virgins 

you brought forth your Son 

without the loss of your virginity. 

The sailor looks up to the stars for guidance. 

Be my Guiding Star in life 

that I may avoid the dangers of sin, 

and reach the port of eternity safely 

in the grace of God. 

There is not such powerful help in any name, nor is there any other name given to men, after that of Jesus, from which so much salvation is poured forth upon men as from the name of Mary. The invocation of this sweet and holy name leads to the acquisition of abundant graces in this life, and a very high degree of glory in the next. After the most sacred name of Jesus, the name of Mary is so rich in every good thing, that on earth and in heaven there is no other from which we receive so much grace, hope, and sweetness. However hardened and diffident a heart may be, the name of this most Blessed Virgin has such efficacy, that if it is only pronounced that heart will be wonderfully softened." (St Alphonsus Liguori)
SILENCE – HAIL MARY 

LET US PRAY

MARY, your name means Sea. 
Your whole life upon earth 
was like a sea of bitterness. 
What sadness must have filled your soul 
at the prophecy of Simeon in the temple 
when he said, "Your own soul a sword shall pierce."
What pain you felt at the flight into Egypt, 
at the loss of your Son, 
and at the sight of the Savior mistreated, 
condemned to death and crucified. 
But you descended to the depths of sorrow 
when the lifeless body of Jesus 
was laid in your arms! 
You were plunged into a sea of sorrow. 
Help me to be patient 
in bearing the sufferings of my life, 
and ever resigned to God's will, 
for He knows what is best for me, 
and He loves me with an infinite love. 

St. Peter Chrysologus wrote that "the name of Mary is a name of salvation for those who are regenerated." A person who wishes to follow Christ, yet denies the Mother given to him by Jesus on Calvary, is fooling himself. Through the Gospels, Our Lady has been presented to the world as our Advocate [in the Visitation and Wedding at Cana episodes], and as Spiritual Mother [on Calvary]. Because there are no empty shows or meaningless displays with God, then we are bound to understand Mary's advocacy and spiritual maternity as active, vital components in the life of the soul, for it is the good of souls that moved God to ordain the Incarnation. 

SILENCE – HAIL MARY 

LET US PRAY

MARY, your name is so lovely 
that the angels rejoice when they hear it 
and so sweet, that your children never tire 
of speaking it. 
Your name gives consolation to the sick, 
comfort to the discouraged, 
strength to the tempted, 
peace to the dying, 
and joy to all. 
After the name of Jesus, 
no name shall be dearer to me than yours. 
Mary, let me bear your lovely and sweet name 
within my heart and invoke it many times each day, 
especially in time of temptation and need. 
May your holy name 
be a pledge of eternal life for me. 

FREE INTENTIONS

FINAL HYMN

Holy, Holy, Holy God, 
holy name, Father Almighty, 
Holy presence, holy joy, 
in the wonder of a name 

Holy Jesus, holy Mary, 
holy names under the heavens, 
Holy holy, holy presence, 
holy wonders, holy names. 

Holy, holy name of Jesus, 
holy presence, holy joy. 
When I call you, you are here, 
when I need you, you respond. 

Give me Grace to love and serve you, 
to live faithfully for you. 
Holy, holy name of Jesus, 
holy presence, holy joy. 

Grant my heart to burn with joy, 
every time I hear your name, 
Let my soul become desire, 
every time I think of you. 

Holy, holy name of Jesus, 
holy name forever sweet. 
Holy, holy name of Mary, 
holy presence, holy joy. 

When I call you, you are here, 
when I need you, you respond. 
Give me Grace to love and serve you, 
to live faithfully for you. 

Holy, holy name of Mary, 
holy presence, holy joy. 
Grant my heart to burn with joy, 
every time I hear your name. 

Let my soul become desire, 
every time I think of you. 
Holy, holy name of Mary, 
holy name forever sweet!

Let Us Pray 

O Almighty God, Who beholds Thy servants earnestly desiring to place themselves under the shadow of the name and protection of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, grant, we beseech You, that by her charitable intercession, we may be delivered from all evil on earth, and may arrive at everlasting joys in Heaven, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.

