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FEAST OF THE HOLY NAME OF MARY
In accordance with Jewish custom our Lady's parents named her eight days after her birth, and were inspired to call her Mary. The Hebrew name of Mary (in Latin Domina) means lady or sovereign; this Mary is in virtue of her Son's soveriegn authority as Lord of the World. We call Mary our Lady as we call Jesus our Lord, and when we pronounce her name we affirm her power, implore her aid and place ourselves under her protection. 

(Constitutions, 4)  In giving us Mary's name, Father Champagnat wished us to live her spirit. He was convinced that it was she who has done everything for us, and he called her our Ordinary Resource and our First Superior. To make Mary's spirit our own, we contemplate the life of our Mother and Model. Our ways of being and acting draw their inspiration and guidance from the attitudes that made her the perfect disciple of Christ.
Hymn

1 - Marie, tendresse des pauvres,
     Marie, sagesse des faibles,
     Marie, notre mère, priez pour nous. (x 2)

2 - Marie, lumière féconde,
     Marie, prière du monde,
     Marie, notre force, priez pour nous. (x 2)

Litany of the Holy Name of Mary (1)

Heavenly Father, of Whom Mary is the Daughter, 
have mercy on us. 
Eternal Word, of Whom Mary is the Mother, 

have mercy on us. 
Holy Spirit, of Whom Mary is the spouse, 

have mercy on us. 
Divine Trinity, of Whom Mary is the Handmaid, 

have mercy on us. 

Mary, Mother of the Living God,  PRAY FOR US
Mary, daughter of the Light Eternal,  
Mary, our light,  
Mary, our sister,  
Mary, chief work of God,  
Mary, the beloved of God,  
Mary, Immaculate Virgin,  
Mary, all fair,  
Mary, light in darkness,  
Mary, our sure rest,  
Mary, house of God,  
Mary, altar of the Divinity,  
Mary, Virgin Mother,  
Mary, embracing your Infant God,  
Mary, reposing with Eternal Wisdom,  
Mary, ocean of bitterness, 


From the life of St Marcellin: 
A young man pleaded to be admitted to the Institute but since was a stranger, the Founder was not willing to accept him. The aspirant was deeply upset and began to weep, declaring that he did not want to return to the world. This constancy surprised the Founder, who put several questions to the candidate, and finally asked, Can you pay the novitiate fees? The postulant answered that he had only one franc. The Founder questioned him again, Do you love the Blessed Virgin? The postulant wept even more and Fr. Champagnat asked a second and a third time, Do you love the Blessed Virgin? Yes, Father, I do, he answered in a firm tone of voice, and that is what brings me here. Very well, friend, was the Father’s comment, I accept you, but always remember that it is to love and serve Mary that you came and that you have been admitted into the Society.
STAR OF SEA AND OCEAN

1. Star of sea and ocean, 
gateway to man’s haven,
mother of our Maker, 
hear our pray’r, O Maiden


2. Welcoming the Ave 
of God’s simple greeting,
you have borne a Saviour 
far beyond all dreaming.

3. Loose the bonds that hold us, 
bound in sin’s own blindness,
that with eyes now opened, 
God’s own light may guide us.


4. Show yourself our mother, 
he will hear your pleading,
whom your womb has sheltered 
and whose hand brings healing.

Litany of the Holy Name of Mary (2)

Mary, Star of the Sea,  PRAY FOR US
Mary, suffering with your only Son,  
Mary, pierced with a sword of sorrow,   

Mary, sorrowful even unto death,   
Mary, submissive to the law of God,  
Mary, standing by the Cross of Jesus,  
Mary, Our Lady,  
Mary, Our Queen,  
Mary, Queen of glory,  
Mary, Blessed Mother  

Mary, Queen of Mercy,  
Mary, consoler of the Church Suffering,  
Mary, exalted above the angels, 
Mary, crowned with twelve stars,  
Mary, fair as the moon,  
Mary, bright as the sun,  
Mary, distinguished above all,   
Mary, our hope,  
Mary, our sweetness,  
Son of Mary, hear us. 
Son of Mary, graciously hear us.
A REFLECTION

Mary consoles our hearts and through Her maternal care, imparts to Her children whatever peace or happiness we can know in this vale of tear -nothing less than the peace of Christ. We may struggle to maintain this peace in our bruised and weary hearts, but Our Lady is always ready and eager to share it with us again and again. Yes, the name of Mary, this brief, simple name, speaks volumes to us. There is hidden in that name of Mary a spell so potent and of such marvelous sweetness, that merely to pronounce it softens the heart, merely to write it beautifies the style. St. Bonaventure declared the the name of Mary cannot be pronounced without bringing some grace to him who does so devoutly.

SONG

5. Gentlest of all virgins, 
that our love be faithful,
keep us from all evil, 
gentle, strong and grateful.


6. Guard us through life’s dangers, 
never turn and leave us,
may our hope find harbour 
in the calm of Jesus.

7. Sing to God our Father 
through the Son who saves us

      joyful in the Spirit 
      everlasting praises

Free intentions and prayers
R/ Lord, may your Blessed Mother intercede for us

Commmunion

SONG
3 - Marie, promesse pour l’homme,
     Marie, fontaine d’eau vive,
     Marie, notre source, priez pour nous. (x 2)

4 - Marie, présence d’un peuple,
     Marie, visage d’Eglise,
     Marie, notre reine, priez pour nous. (x 2)


Let Us Pray 
Almighty God, Who beholds your servants earnestly desiring to place themselves under the shadow of the name and protection of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, grant, we beseech You, that by her charitable intercession, we may be delivered from all evil on earth, and may arrive at everlasting joys in Heaven, through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen
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