
school children who are 

HIV positive to receive a 

cheque for Rs. 2000/- 

each as their education 

support from Mrs. Jayasri 

Muralidharan, Collector 

of Trichy district in a 

meeting held on 3 De-

cember 2013 at the Col-

lector Office by DAPCU. 

Organised by Operation 

Raibow, about 150 peo-

ple both infected and af-

fected by HIV/AIDS came 

together on the occasion 

of World AIDS Day ob-

served at Marcellin Trust 

head office at Uyya-

kondan Thirumala i , 

Trichy on 1 December 

2013. The theme of the 

year was ‘Getting to Ze-

ro: Zero new HIV infec-

tions. Zero discrimina-

tion. Zero AIDS-related 

death’.  

 
Among those participat-

ed in the event were Mr. 

Senthil Kumar, Project 

Manager, District AIDS 

Prevention and Control 

Unit, Trichy and Mr. Sel-

va Kumar,  District Su-

pervior, DAPCU, Trichy 

along with Bro. Chinnap-

pan, Director, Marcellin 

Trust, Trichy.  

The day was an oppor-

tunity to raise awareness 

about HIV/AIDS and dis-

seminate information 

about various Govern-

ment schemes and health 

care services available to 

them. During the meet-

ing, the participants 

pledged their support to 

fight against AIDS and 

work towards AIDS-free 

generation.  

  
Students from Kalai Kavi-

ri College of Fine Arts, 

Trichy and Sacred Heart 

College, Adelaide, Aus-

tralia entertained the 

group with some cultural 

programs such as dance, 

singing and drama. Every-

one was enthused by 

mimicry performed by 

Mr. Vijay and his compan-

ions. As a follow up of 

this meeting, Operation 

Rainbow helped 55 

World AIDS Day—2013  

“We Share & We Care” 

Operation Raibow has 

initiated a program called 

‘We Share, We Care’ 

with the objective of cre-

ating awareness about 

HIV / AIDS among school 

children, college students 

and people in rural areas. 

The staff from Operation 

Rainbow visit different 

schools every month and 

speak about the impact 

of AIDS on young people 

due to cultural change 

and modern life style in 

society. Some of the 

Rainbow clients who are 

infected with HIV accom-

pany the staff and share 

their experience of life 

before and 

after being 

affected by 

AIDS.  
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“When I learnt that 

I was infected with 

HIV, I was shocked 

and I started to 

count my days. But, 

I am back to life! 

It is because of 

Operation Rainbow. 

I feel more  

confident towards 

my life. I am happy 

with myself. Thanks 

to Rainbow for bring 

hope into my life.” 

            - Rainbow client 

 



 

Christmas was celebrated on 15 Decem-

ber 2013 at the Marist Brothers’ House, 

U.T. Malai, Trichy, in association with 

Conference of Religious India (CRI), 

Trichy Unit,  

 
The celebration commenced with a 

prayer song. Rev. Sr. Selvi, President of 

Trichy CRI unit, invited all the children 

present in the meeting to cut the Christ-

mas cake and it was followed by some 

Christmas carols and cultural programs.  

 
About 75 families, parents and children, 

affected by HIV/AIDS took part in the 

celebration and shared with one another 

the peace and joy of the birth of Jesus 

Christ. 

 
There were more than 40 Religious men 

and women from different Religious 

Congregations who had come with their 

school staff and students and conducted 

various competitions for both parents 

and children and gave out the prizes for 

the winners. They also staged the story 

of the birth of Jesus which captured the 

attention of the entire crowd and en-

couraged them to live their life with 

renewed hope for the future and love 

for others. The group 

dance  by students from 

Asha Deepam, a school for 

Special Children in Trichy, 

was really touching and 

everyone appreciated their 

wonderful performance. At 

the end, lunch was served 

to all the people. Our sin-

cere thanks to all the 

Priests, Brothers and Sis-

ters for their participation 

and support.   

March: Free ENT medical camp in associ-

ation with Thilak ENT Hospital, Trichy 

April: Monthly Group Support meeting at 

U.T. Malai 

May: Solidarity meeting at AIDS hospice 

at Fathima Nagar 

June: Distribution of school uniforms, 

study materials and school & college fees 

for 165 children  

July and August: Rainbow Group Meet-

ing 

September: Awareness Program in vil-

lages - Uppukatcipatti, Sooravallipatti and 

Primary Health Centre at Kulumani 

January: Giving out prizes and new 

clothes for people on Tamil New Year 

Day 

Awareness Program held at Pothavur 

village 

Seminar on Capacity building for staff by 

World Vision at TMSS in Trichy 

February: One day tour to Vailankanni 

and Tanjore by parents and children from 

Rainbow Project 

Advocacy Program held at Positive Net-

work Centre, Trichy 

Solidarity meeting at LEAD TRUST, 

Trichy 

October: Group meeting with Stu-

dents ExNoRa from Bishop Heber 

College, Trichy 

November: Diwali and Children’s 

Day celebration joined with Childline 

–1098 and District Child Protection 

Unit, Trichy 

December: World AIDS Day ob-

served 

Christmas celebration organized by 

Trichy Conference of Religious India  

Rs. 2000/- each for 55 children ob-

tained from Mrs. Jayasri Muradharan, 

District Collector, Trichy 

Christmas Celebration with People Affected by AIDS 

Operation Rainbow Activities During The Year 2013 

Training for Women in Tailoring 

Page 2   

Operation Rainbow runs a tailoring centre at Uyyakondan 

Thirumalai, Trichy, for women who are affected by AIDS with 

the objective of empowering them to earn their living and be-

come self-dependent. The centre offers various skills in tailoring 

and cutting at free of cost. In addition, they receive certificates at 

the end of six month training to be able to find job outside. In 

the last one year, twenty women have completed the tailoring 

program and are now able to generate some income to support 

their families.  
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Toilets for Rainbow people at Mar-

cellin Trust Centre, Trichy. This pro-

ject was supported by Br. Douglas 

and Miss. Charlotte, Dundee, Scot-

land.  

Meeting under the newly constructed 

thatched hut funded by Marist Soli-

darity (M.Sol.), Australia.  

Blessing of Charles Block for Marcel-

lin Trust. The refurbishment of the 

building was done by the Marist 

Brothers in India and was co-funded 

by FMSI Micro-project Scheme, 

Rome 



Marcellin Trust 

Marist Brothers’ House 

32, Mela Stree 

Uyyakondan Thirumalai 

Trichy - 620 102 

Tamil Nadu, INDIA 

Phone:  +91 431 2781040  

+91 431 2782467 

 

E-mail: 
marcellintrust@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Pongal Celebration at the Evening Study Centre 

WHO ARE WE ?  

Marcellin Trust was established by the Marist Brothers in India and was regis-

tered under Indian Trust Act on 26th June 2003 in Trichy, Tamil Nadu. Opera-

tion Rainbow is a Project under Marcellin Trust with the objective of enhancing 

the quality of life for people, particularly, children who are both infected and af-

fected by HIV/AIDS by providing them care and support.   

 
Operation Rainbow is a ‘community-based’ program and it aims at strengthen-

ing parent-child relationship in families, helping the children to continue their ed-

ucation and encouraging others in their family circle to accept and care for them. 

Thus, we not only care for these children but also raise our voice for their rights 

and fight against the social stigma and discrimination in society. The project has 

been very successful for the last eleven years as we strive to change their lives for 

better and to create a new future for them through our care and support.  
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YEAR PLAN - 2014 

 

Month Activities 

January Pongal Day 

Celebration 

February Support Group 

Meeting 

March Capacity Build-

ing for Staff 

April Advocacy    

Program 

May Workshop on 

Leadership 

One day Tour 

June Distribution of 

uniform clothes, 

study materials 

& school fees 

July Free Medical 

Capacity Build-

ing for Staff 

August Outreach    

Program 

September A Day out with 

Children 
Personality  

Development 

Seminar 

 

October YOGA Training 

November Diwali        Cel-

ebration 

Children’s Day 

December World AIDS 

Day 
Christmas    

Celebration 

Important Days 

Pongal generally know as the 

‘harvest festival’ was celebrated 

by the Brothers and students 

on  Friday, January 10, 2014 at 

Evening Study Centre at Uyya-

kondan Thirumalai, Trichy.  

In the evening around 6 p.m. all 

the students came to the cen-

tre bringing with them various 

things for making pongal such 

as coconuts, rice, dal, jaggery, 

sugar, dry fruits and so on.   

While some students were busy in drawing Kolam, others joined the Brothers 

in preparing pongal. All the ingredients were put in a new clay pot with milk and 

were cooked. When the milk, after having boiled well, started to overflow the 

pot, all the children gathered around the pot and made a chorus of cheer. Once 

the pongal dish was ready, everyone gathered together for a short prayer and 

the food was distributed to all. All of them enjoyed the dish and went home 

with a piece of sugarcane. Br. Jiji Dasan was the teacher who had organised this 

celebration. Brothers from the Marist Community at U.T. Malai and two Reli-

gious Sisters of St. Anne’s Congregation joined the group in the Pongal celebra-

tion.  

Our Heartfelt thanks to ...  
 

 

 

St. John’s School, Dundee 

Special thanks to our local benefactors : 

 
S. Paul Arockia Nathan (Delhi),    J. Stephen Rodrigues (Trichy),   Mr. Ram Prasath  & 

Lakshmi (Trichy),   Mr. X. Richard Raj (Trichy) and Mrs. Amalia (Trichy). 


