
Superior General Challenges Marists to 
Leave Comfort Zone
Video Message Released 
for Feast of St Marcellin 
The Superior General 
is challenging Marists 
to leave their comfort 
zone—using testimonies of Syrians in his video 
message—for the feast of the Institute’s founder on 
June 6.  Brother Emili Turú interviewed three Syrian 
brothers on tape during his trip to Lebanon, where 
the Marist European Conference took place from 
May 10–14, with the hope of encouraging Marists 
to “take risks.” 
The video includes testimonies of bothers Georges 
Hakim, Georges Sabe and Bahjat Azrié, who travelled 
from Aleppo to Beirut, and they speak of their work 
and the current situation in the war torn country.  
It also includes testimonies of two young female 
volunteers, a Christian and a Muslim, who speak of 
their work with the Marists in Syria.
Brother Emili released his first video message for 
the feast of St Marcellin last year to mark the start 
of the three-year preparation for the Institute’s 
bicentenary in 2017.
In this year’s message, Br Emili also expresses 
gratitude and support to Marists who are in 
dangerous or difficult situations worldwide. 
To watch the full video message visit:  
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=3627
A copy of the video will be distributed.

Lower Hutt
We had a great weekend of celebration. We had Mass 
at St Bernard’s on Friday with Cardinal John and our 
parish celebration to which Religious from all over 
Wellington joined us in celebration of Marcellin and 
the Year of Consecrated Life - 18 orders represented!  
We had a public renewal of vows in which all joined.  
A large number stayed for the morning tea.  

We concluded the weekend with a meal at Trafalgar 
St in the evening in which Br James excelled himself.

Champagnat Day - From Phil Cody SM
Dear Brothers 
A very happy feast day to each and all.  We 
remember Marcellin with something of a sense of 
awe - determination and love in tough times.
On a more personal note, I remember with deep 
gratitude the heritage and education I have received 
from the FMS - singing, boxing, Faith, love of Mary… 
so many skills and life-time values… (not least the 
pot-hooks - sadly rather rougher now!)
Not least, too, my own blood in Br Matthew of 
Tuakau days...
Mary care and bless you this day.

From Bishop Colin Campbell
Dear David and Marist Confreres,

Wishing you all a very happy patronal feast day today. 
I do hope you were all able to celebrate Champagnat 
day in style. You are all in my prayers today.

12th June 2015
District Update 

         

Notices

Kia Ora, Greet ngs, Ni sa bula vinaka, Kam na mauri, Talofa lava

Aotearoa New Zealand, Fiji Islands, Kiribati, Samoa, American Samoa

Champagnat Marists
 district of the pacific

District Administration

15 June  District Finance meeting

16 June  David departs for Samoa visit
16 June  Kees returns to Fiji – attended Finance Meeting

18 June  Companies Meeting
  District Councillors arrive in Samoa for visit and  
  Council meeting

20 June Council in Pago for official recognition of Champagnat  
  Marists in American Samoa. Spending time with Chris  
  and Iulio.

23 June  Council return from visit to the two Samoas

25 June  Special Council meeting to approve annual accounts

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=3627 


2 12th June 2015

Aotearoa New Zealand, Fiji Islands, Kiribati, Samoa, American Samoa

Kiribati
From Peter Brown

We had great Champagnat Day celebrations - The 
Eucharist was led by Bishop Paul, who was with us 
for four hours. The singing was very uplifting, along 
with the cultural selections followed by a morning 
tea and two hours of music, dance, speeches and 
jokes. A new song dedicated to Marcellin along 
with a drawing competition resulted from the day’s 
celebration. Then the school shared a meal together 
with nominated classes.  

Auckland 
At the Champagnat Day 
gathering at St Paul’s 
College, the Board of 
Trustees outlined their 
dreams and vision for 
the college. A video 
of that presentation 
has been included for you to view with the Friday 
update.

Visitor from Fiji
Kees is in NZ for the District Finance meeting next 
Monday.

Support for Samoa
Chris Maney will remain in Samoa for 
the next three months to support the 
schools and brothers to help implement 
the Council’s strategic plan for Samoa. 

Support for Beatrice Street
Sefo will shift from St Paul’s College 
to join the Beatrice Road community 
before the end of the month. He 
will continue his studies at Good 
Shepherd from there.

Developments at Bau Street, Suva, Fiji:
Brother Terence Costello writes:

Commercial Development on Bau St Frontage of 
MBHS

The proposed commercial development on the Bau 
St frontage of the High School in Suva is winding its 
way through the resource consent procedures of the 
Suva City Council. 

Their advertisement in the daily press for submissions 
on the project have so far been 100% positive—a 
good sign.    

SAMOA: Champagnat Day at St Joseph’s College
On Thursday before Champagnat 
Day, Brother Siaosi took the 
opportunity to teach each class 
level more of the Champagnat 
story. Silila and John Paul, two 
of our Lay Marists, helped with 
this programme.

Our staff room walls tell the Marcellin story

On Friday 5th Patele Patolo Matiasi, superior of the 
Marist Fathers in Samoa, 
celebrated Mass for us in the 
College hall.

Our boys at Mass
It is part of boys and young 
men’s lives to serve at the 
alter. We have many who 
take this role weekly in their 
own parishes. It is, therefore, a step for the College 
when Year 9 take their first turn to serve. 

This is all part of the Champagnat story.

Brian was invited to attend the 
Mulivai Mass and celenrations. They 
took this time to thank him for his 
years in Samoa but particularly for 
his long term role as Chair of the 
Marist Brothers’ Education Board 

that was responsible for the schools run by the 
Brothers. That was Farewell No. 4

The Brothers gathered at Mulivai on Saturday 
for a celebration with our Property and Finance 
Committee. They also thanked Brian for his role in 
the finance side of the Brothers’ Trust Board and 
presented him with a gift. This was Farewell No. 5. 
TBC



With love and gratitude… 
Many thanks for all your prayers and warm wishes during my recent 
time away in Rome. Although miles away from home and tangled in 
various language barriers I felt extremely enriched by the unique 
family spirit that we all share throughout our Champagnat Marist 
World. I became very aware during this ‘lived experience’ that my 
Marist family is a lot bigger than I could ever have imagined! 

Our partnership symbol, the pikorua, symbolises the strength and 
beauty of interconnectedness of groups of people. I am very blessed to 
be connected with a wonderful group at Pacific Rise and know that you 
all are part of my Marist whanau - for this I am extremely grateful for 
all your ongoing love and support (both near and far). 

Training of the Laity 
19 May - 2 June 2015, Rome.
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29 JUNE 2015 
CHILD ALERT 
A public meeting on fighting child exploitation  
Aotearoa New Zealand Religious Against the Trafficking of Humans 
(ANZRATH) invites you to an evening bringing to light aspects of 
child exploitation in New Zealand, with child pornography a specific 
example of exploitation.  Our three speakers will provide an overview 
of the situation here in New Zealand, the long term emotional and 
physical impact on children and families, what is being done to help 
reduce this disturbing trend and how you can respond.   

  

 
 http://www.anzrath.com/ 

 

 

 

Panel of Speakers 

Questions 
encouraged 

 

raising awareness 
of our current 

situation in      
New Zealand 

 

be informed  
be observant 
be responsive 

 

gold coin donation 

 

 ECPAT NZ  
Ending Child 

Prostitution/Pornography 
and Trafficking 

http://www.ecpat.org.nz/ 

 
BARADENE COLLEGE 

AUDITORIUM 
Gate 2  

237 Victoria Avenue 
Remuera 

  
onsite & street parking  

   
Monday 29 June 2015 

7 – 9pm 
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