
9th August 2019    

Sunday 11th August  -  Mr Dan Dungey  
running “Champagnat in the Pacific” at 
Long Bay until the 14th August. 
Sunday 11th August  -  Marcellin Col-
lege hold a REMAR gathering at  Manly. 
Wednesday 14th August   -  Property 
Meeting at Onslow at 8.30 am. 
Wednesday 1th August  -  District Fi-
nance meeting at Pacific Rise  -  11.00 
am. 
Friday 16th August  -  District Council 
meet at Onslow. 
 
LINKS 
 
 

 
 

Prayer of  
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross  

(Edith Stein) Died at Auschwitz 1942 

O my God, fill my soul with holy 
joy, courage and strength to 
serve You.  Enkindle Your love in 
me and then walk with me along 
the next stretch of road before 
me.  I do not see very far ahead, 
but when I have arrived where 
the horizon now closes down, a 
new prospect will open before 
me and I shall meet with peace.  

Visitors to Our Pacific District in August 

From the General Council 

Visit of Vicar General, Brother Luis Carlos 

Guitierrez to our District and to look at our ad-

ministration structures – companies, boards, 

civil structures. 

Visit of Brother Carlos Alberto Rojas Carva-

jal, Director of the Secretariat of Education 

and Evangelisation. 

Visit of Brother Libardo Garzon FMS.  

Econome General 

'Life is a gift': Marist Brother unworried by mild dementia diagnosis 

(By Oliver Lewis, August 2nd 2019) 

Brother Osmund has started doing Sudoku puzzles; when he plays 

golf, his friend keeps the score. The 81-year-old isn't worried about 

having mild dementia. He remembers the important things, and says 

he knows the Marist Brothers, a Catholic religious Order he has been 

a member of since he was a teenager, will look after him. "I still be-

lieve in a God that loves me very, very much, and that's a tremen-

dous boost for me to get up in the morning," Osmund said. Osmund 

is a participant in a long-term study into memory problems and de-

mentia. About 70,000 people in New Zealand have dementia and 

the number is expected to rise significantly as the country's popula-

tion ages. 

Brother Osmund, born  
Edward Macnamara, is part 
of a long-term study  
looking at dementia. 

District of the Pacific Update - 22nd February 2019
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/112602976/a-look-into-life-with-dementia-49-people-tell-their-stories-for-alzheimers-nz
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southland-times/news/90691688/marist-brothers-work-celebrated-in-south
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/88336648/dementia-becoming-the-worlds-most-significant-health-challenge


 

 

 

 

 

 

We just finished our 8-week long preparation for perpetual profession here in Marist Brothers Novitiate 
where we arrived on May 24.  We, the 15 participants from six different countries, are the following: Dominic 
Nekebatu (Solomon Islands) and Jeremy Wabi (Bougainville) from the District of Melanesia; Fabio Oliveira 
(Portugal) from the Compostela Province; Cong Nguyen (Vietnam) and Quy Nguyen (Vietnam) from the Marist 
District of Asia; John Emil Alada (Philippines), Rechie Dean Bagsican (Philippines), Raymund Gallardo 
(Philippines), Lloyd Gamboa (Philippines), Deo Dudz Hizo (Philippines), Philip Caesar Renacia (Philippines), Cian 
Marco Tabuada (Philippines), John Allen Timola (Philippines), Aljon Yonder (Philippines) and Moses Cho (South 
Korea) from the East Asia Province. Along with the Novitiate community, we were welcomed by the Prepara-
tion Team headed by Br. Bryan Davis (Australia), Br. Jacobo Song (South Korea), and Br. Ted Fernandez 
(Philippines). Br. Bryan Davis led the first week with “Vocational Quest”, where we shared about our vocation 
stories, our questions on religious life, discernment, meaning of life for us, and our hopes and expectations.  
Br. Graham Neist presented the topic on Listening and Responding Contemplatively, where contemplative 
practice and “turning up” (presence) appealed to us.   Br. Michael Green presented us Marcellin’s Spirituality 
according to the vows, wherein the “bon enfant” style of being a brother, a down-to-earth way of being a 
brother, struck us the most. Br. Seán Sammon presented An Undivided Heart, a topic on celibate chaste living, 
and even gave out copies of his book. Br. Barry Burns presented Living Simply, a connection of our vow of pov-
erty with our pope’s call to care for our common home. Br. Tony Leon presented Brothers Today as an epic 
love story, and he even prompted us to make our own artworks.  Br. Ángel Medina presented New Expres-
sions of Marist Life, particularly the La Valla 200 Program.  In the midst of the program, the brothers enjoyed 
going to the nearby beach in Loloma to swim and play volleyball. But what excited them most was drinking 
kava, a must-try local drink here. Each brother even bought Bula shirts and 
some even wore Fijian sulu.  Our final week of the program was dedicated to 
what we call as the Synthesis, when each brother gave a creative presentation 
of all their experiences of the program with songs, dance, music, artworks, po-
etry, crafts, video presentation, and even told their own life stories.  And now, 
our hope for the future is that we would bring all of these learning into our 
respective communities and our ministries. Please pray for us. Allen, Cong, 
Emil and Fabio 

News from Our Lomeri Novitiate 

Brother Colin Reports from St Paul’s 

When the retired Brothers came to St Paul's College for lunch and a concert from years 7 
& 8 on Wednesday 7th August, Brother Bryan Stanaway met up with Urewa Redfern 
whose parents were born in Kiribati. Urewa is a first year lad from Manuera and is on the 
city bound train at 6.45 a.m. each morning. That's a big ask during these cold and damp 
winter months. 

http://champagnat.fms.it/img/caricate/small/news_5222.jpg

