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15-19 May 

Visit to the three Marist schools in 

Ireland  

With Vicar General, Brother Luis Carlos 

Gutiérez, Brother Robert Thunus, 

Provincial, was able to meet the senior 

management, some members of the Marist 

group and some young Marist leaders in our 

schools in Athlone, Moyle Park College and 

Marian College. 

25 May 

Meeting with MSI in Furth 

During his time in Furth, Brother Robert 

Thunus had the opportunity to take part in 

the General Assembly of Maristen 

Solidarität International. The new council 

consists of Peter Dierl (President), 

Wolfgang Laug (Treasurer) and Johannes 

Räpple (Administrator). They are doing 

remarkable work in educational and 

development projects in the Marist world. 

Website of MSI. 

1-8 June 

Visits in Scotland 

- An award for Br Charles Gay  

On Sunday 2 June, Holy Mass was celebrated 

in the cathedral in Glasgow to celebrate 40 

years of participation of Scottish volunteers 

in the Marist Camp (USA), an initiative of 

Brother Charles Gay. To mark this occasion, 

Brother Charles received a special award 

from former camp attendees. 

To read more, follow this link.  

mailto:provincial@maristen.org
https://www.maristen-solidaritaet.de/
https://www.maristbrotherswce.org/post/award-for-brother-charles-gay


- Champagnat Mass in Dundee 

On Thursday 6 June, St John’s High School in 

Dundee organised a Mass in honour of Fr 

Champagnat. Beforehand, Brothers 

Brendan, Wilfried and I met the Senior 

Leadership Team, Mrs Fiona McLagan and 

her Depute, Mr Kenny Black. The occasion 

was marked by the gift of the beautiful 

statue of Father Champagnat which had 

previously been in Marist House. 

To read more, follow this link. 

-  Memorial Stones in Dumfries 

On 7 June, Brothers Brendan Geary, Norbert 

Simms, Charles Gay, Alan Hargan, Julian 

Harisson and I went to Dumfries for the 

installation of two memorial stones in the 

Brothers’ cemetery. This initiative was 

thanks to John Kimmet, a former pupil, and 

was supported financially by Celtic Football 

Club. 

To read more, follow this link. 

8 June 

Br Emili Turú in Nijmegen 

The feast day of Saint Marcellin Champagnat 

was celebrated in many places throughout 

the Province, in communities, in parishes, in 

schools and with our friends. In Nijmegen, 

Brother Emili Turú (Superior General from 

2009 to 2017) was invited. He spoke to a 

group of about thirty young adults 

addressing the contemplative dimension of 

Marist life. His theme was “Less thinking – 

more love”.  To read more, follow this link. 

18 June 

A new president for the COREB 

During the General Assembly of the COREB 

(Conference of Religious Men and Women 

in French-Speaking Belgium) a new Board 

of Directors was put in place and Brother 

Robert Thunus, Provincial of the Marist 

Brothers, was elected President for a three-

year term.   

The COREB represents about one hundred 

Orders and Congregations, with a total of 

around 4000 religious men and women, 

both contemplative and apostolic. 

https://www.maristbrotherswce.org/post/education-mass-in-dundee
https://www.maristbrotherswce.org/post/dumfries-commemoration
https://leerhuiswesterhelling.nl/nieuws/champagnatfeesten/


8 July 

Marist Secondary School in Furth 

The Marist school in Furth is now bigger 

with the addition of new school buildings. I 

had the opportunity to see them on Monday 

8 July during a visit to the community. I was 

able to meet the Headteacher, Mr Christoph 

Müller and some of the teaching staff. 

To read more, follow this link. 

12-13 July 

Provincial Relocation 

Over two days, with the help of Brother Jude 

Anani, we moved the files and fixtures of the 

Provincial’s offices from Kessel-Lo to the 

Linthout Street in Brussels. All my thanks to 

Brother Jude for his invaluable help. 

15 August 

The Jubilee of Brother Herman Terra  

The jubilee of 65 years of religious life was 

marked in Nijmegen. It was a lovely 

opportunity for all the Brothers of the 

Netherlands to come together for Mass 

offered by Fr Peter Westerman. This was 

followed by a celebration meal. 

Jubilee Celebrations in Germany 

On the same day, jubilee celebrations took 

place in Furth for our fellow brothers in 

Germany: 65 years of religious life for 

Brothers Heinrich Schamberger, Hans 

Seubert and Ehrenbert Steinkirchner and 

60 years for Brothers Berthold Dinauer and 

Gebhard Jahn. 

17 August 

Jubilee Celebrations of Belgian Brothers 

This year’s jubilee celebrations were held in 

Genval to mark 60 years of religious life of 

Brothers Erik Depla, Robert Lemaire and 

Marcellin Duyck. 

On this occasion also, M. and Mme Charly 

and Anne-Marie Loutsch started a journey 

toward a commitment to live the Marist 

charism. 

 

https://www.maristen-gymnasium.de/


29-31 August 

Retreat in Genval 

Brother Roberto Di Troia led a retreat for 

the Brothers of the community who were 

joined by some other Brothers from outside 

and a couple of lay Marists. The theme 

focused on the Rule of Life of Marist 

Brothers. 

16-20 September 

Retreat in Furth 

 As they do every year, the German Brothers 

were able to spend their retreat in the 

community in Furth. I was asked to lead the 

first day and I used this opportunity to 

present the Provincial Chapter and also to 

give news of the Province. Furthermore, I 

tackled the vocation of being a Brother, 

sharing several aspects of my own spiritual 

experience. The next three days were led by 

a Redemptorist Father. 

7-11 October 

Marist Week in Ireland 

For several years, the three Marist schools 

in Ireland have devoted a week to 

promoting Marist identity and values. This 

year, Brother Michael Schmalzl and three 

volunteers from CMI were able to share 

their experience of volunteering with the 

pupils they met. 

Some members of the Provincial Council 

were able to attend the closing Mass with all 

of the pupils of Moyle Park College.  

10 October 

Jubilee of Brother Sebastian Davis 

Brother Sebastian Davis celebrated his 

Jubilee of 60 years of religious life as a 

Marist in the community of Marian College, 

surrounded by most of the Irish Brothers. 

After prayer in the Chapel, we ended the 

evening with a celebration meal. 

14-17 October 

Gathering in Leerhuis Westerhelling 

There were seven participants from Greece, 

Spain, Germany, Belgium and Scotland. The 

Marists in the Netherlands were very happy 

to share their experience with the wider 

Marist world. 

 

 

 

 



19 October 

Marist Day in Habay 

About thirty people accepted the invitation 

to deepen “The spirituality of Marcellin 

Champagnat, in the service of mission” with 

Brother Jean Ronzon of Saint-Genis-Laval. 

An opportunity to present Marist 

educational values.  

27 October 

Couvin: the Choir’s Anniversary 

Together with the parish and numerous 

friends, Brother André Rousseaux 

celebrated the 55th anniversary of the 

founding of the choir of the Troubadours de 

l’Eau Noire. First, there was a sung Mass in 

the deanery church and this was followed 

by a banquet prepared by a former boarder 

from Champagnat College. 

 

 

 

Kessel-Lo: Jubilee of Zuster Maria 

The same day, the community of Kessel-Lo 

and six other Brothers came together with 

Sr Maria Vandewal to celebrate her Jubilee 

of 50 years of religious life. 

Many family members, the Sisters of the 

Congregation of the Convent of Bethlehem 

and neighbours who used to come to 

Sunday Mass with the older Brothers, 

celebrated the Eucharist and shared the 

festive meal which followed. 

 

 

 

If there are any events in the life of your local community, school or project in the 

Province, please send one or two relevant photographs with a short commentary 

for the next “News in Brief” to Br Roberto Di Troia: rob.ditroia@gmail.com  
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