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SOUTH AFRICAN MARIST PILGRIMAGE 

fter 32 hours of travelling, our group 

made up of 2 staff members from each of 

the 5 South African Marist Schools as well 

as Mike Greeff (Director of Marist Schools 

Council), Br Fortune Chakasara, Br John Bwanali 

and Fr John Enslin arrived at the General House in 

Rome and were warmly welcomed by the residing 

Brothers as well as Br Joseph Walton who would 

be our Pilgrimage leader over the next two 

unforgettable weeks. It is difficult to put so many 

joyful, overwhelming and emotional experiences 

that we shared together into a few lines of text.  

Besides the incredible experience of spending 

time at the Vatican Museum, the Sistine Chapel 

and St Peter’s Basilica we were also fortunate 

enough to be taken to a number of other basilicas, 

sights and churches in Rome, each of which had its 

own unique and fascinating history. Highlights 

included having Mass in the Catacombs of St 

Callixtus, climbing the 551 stairs of the St Peter’s 

Basilica dome, and getting as close to Pope Francis 

as indicated in the photograph below.  

 

Despite the intense heat in Rome we walked 

1000’s of steps together as a community of 

Marists, sharing many experiences and laughs, 

deepening our experience of what it is to be 

Marist! We left the General House in Rome filled 

with so many emotions and memories as well as 

excitement for the week ahead in France.  

After the hustle and bustle of Rome we pilgrims 

headed off to France to stay with the Brothers at 

Notre Dame de l’Hermitage in Saint-Chamond. We 

were welcomed by Brother Maurice Berquet who 

would act as our tour guide for the next few days. 

His wonderful stories about Champagnat and the 

Marist Brothers both educated and entertained 

us. The tone of the pilgrimage changed into 

something more inward and self-reflective as we 

were challenged to literally walk in the footsteps 

of Marcellin Champagnat. This was also a 

wonderful way to experience the beautiful French 

countryside. Having Mass around the table at La 

Valla where Champagnat sat with his brothers was 

a highlight and a deeply moving ceremony. A day 

of reflection allowed us to explore the Hermitage 

and connect on a deeper level to what being 

Marist means. The temperature continued to heat 

up as we visited the Basilica of Notre-Dame de 

Fourvière in Lyon, the Cathedral Notre-Dame du 

Le Puy-en-Velay and attended a spectacular Mass 

at Taizè. After two weeks abroad and walking a 

distance of 160kms it was time to head back home. 

Our group connected with one another from day 

one. It has been quite extraordinary to experience 

this strong spiritual bond amongst our members. 

We know that we will never forget this journey, 

that is sure to have an impact on the rest of our 

lives. We thank the Marist Community for this 

opportunity of a lifetime! We left South Africa as 

strangers and returned as special Marist friends. 

Kerry-Anne Francis 

Advancement Manger – St Henry’s Marist College, 

Durban, South Africa 

 
Roslyn Wood-Morris 

HOD Cultural Co-curricular - Sacred Heart College, 

Observatory, South Africa.

A 



3 

MESSAGE FROM BR ERNESTO SÁNCHEZ 

TO THE BROTHERS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Dear  Brother Norbert  Mwi l a  a nd  Brothers  o f the  Souther n  Afr i ca  Prov i nc e :   

reetings from the General House, in Rome. 

I am writing to you at this significant moment 

in the life of your province as you prepare for 

the next Provincial Chapter. This provides a 

good opportunity to reflect on the life of the Province, 

strengthen the vitality of the Province and be more 

open to God’s will.  

In preparing for the upcoming Chapter it is worthwhile 

for each of you to reflect on the two important 

questions that helped guide the discernment of the 

General Chapter. What is God calling us to leave, 

to let go of (personally, in community, in each country, 

as a Province); and what is God calling as to let 

come into our lives? Reflecting on these two 

questions will prepare you to discern the best direction 

to grow Marist Life and Mission in the Province.  

After the General Council’s reflection and the study of 

the recent sondage for Provincial, Brother Norbert 

Mwila has been appointed for another three-year term 

as Provincial of Southern Africa. Last 18th June, I sent 

you a communication to announce his appointment, 

indicating that he will begin his new mandate on 

October 28, 2019 at the beginning of the Provincial 

Chapter. I want to thank Norbert for his generosity in 

accepting this challenging mission and his availability to 

serve his Brothers.  

I mentioned that, before the Provincial Chapter, I will 

send you “an echo” of the answers and comments given 

in the sondage. I want to thank all of you for your 

reflections and recommendations concerning Marist 

life and mission in the Province of Southern Africa over 

the past three years. Your insights are helpful in looking 

towards the future.  

The information contained in this letter, as well as the 

calls of the 22nd General Chapter, can offer you some 

points for further reflection and discernment.  

[The synthesis of the above-mentioned reflections and 

recommendations will reach the Brothers in a separate 

communication.] 

Conclusion  

Let me conclude by thanking you Brothers for your 

sincerity and honesty in offering these reflections. As 

usual there are many more positive aspects than 

difficulties.  

With your contributions, you have been realistic in 

understanding the reality of your Province and hopeful 

about its future. You have named the many signs of life 

and vitality and the many challenges ahead.  

I would like to finish this letter by asking the help of God 

to strengthen our faith, generosity and commitment as 

Brothers in community and in the Province.  

You have a good, life-giving path. We believe that 

Brother Norbert and his new team, which will be 

elected by the Provincial Chapter next October, can face 

these challenges. They will continue their mission of 

serving the vitality of Marist life and mission and leading 

the province to be attentive to the will of God. Surely 

your fraternal support, and the maternal presence of 

Mary will help in your common journey.  

I also wish to thank Brothers Oscar Martín Vicario and 

Ken McDonald, General Councillors links for this 

Province, who collaborated with me in carrying out the 

summary of the sondage and assisted me in preparing 

this communication.  

As you know, our 22nd General Chapter invites us to 

“Journey together as a Global Family, to be a beacon of 

hope, to be the face and hands of God’s tender mercy, 

G 
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to be bridge-builders, to 

journey with children and 

young people on the margins of 

life, and to respond boldly to 

emerging needs.” We will move 

in responding to these calls 

based on the personal 

commitment of each Brother 

and Lay Marist of the Province. 

But also based on the dreaming 

and journeying together.  

May Mary, Our Good Mother and Ordinary Resource, 

continue to be an inspiration for us as we respond to 

these Chapter calls, and may she enlighten and guide us 

during your Provincial Chapter.  

With my attentive and very fraternal greeting, 

HOLIDAY PROGRAM – ATLANTIS INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY  

 

n March of 2019, the Atlantis Marist International 

Community expanded from four to six members 

with the welcome arrival of Brazilian married 

couple, Juliana and Diogo. Initially, they spent two 

months living with the Marist Brothers Community in 

Rondebosch and attending English language classes 

before then moving to Darling to join Maria and the 

Brothers Tony, Nnodu and Pietro. 

From the end of June to the beginning of July (17/06 to 

05/07), the Atlantis Marist International Lavalla200> 

Community contributed to various activities for the 

children, teenagers and young people of Atlantis during 

their mid-year school holidays. During these three 

weeks, the community supported the local team at 

Rebecca Van Amsterdam Hall. From the 24th to 28th 

June, the community took responsibility for 

coordinating a week-long Holiday Program, assisted by 

leaders from Saint Joseph Marist College, Saint John the 

Baptist Parish and the local team.  

The objective of the Holiday Program was to offer the 

young people of Atlantis a safe and peaceful space for 

recreational and educational activities. Given the social 

reality of Atlantis, it was wanted to guarantee the 

children, teenagers and young people their right to play 

and learn. 

An average of 150 children per day participated in the 

program’s activities. These activities included games, 

sport, dance, co-operative games; artistic workshops, 

cultural presentations and educational activities (life’s 

project, anti-bullying, developing good relationships 

and assertive communication). 

The Atlantis Marist International Community sees these 

Holiday Programs closely connected with the call of the 

XXII General Chapter for Marists of Champagnat to be 

with amongst children and young people in situations of 

social vulnerability. 

 

I 

http://champagnat.fms.it/img/caricate/small/news_5238.jpg
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UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS PLEASE PRAY FOR … 

 

WELCOME BACK … 

Brother STEVEN CHINSOLO 

returns to our Province after 

spending four years at MIC. 

We wish you well, Steven, as 

you begin your ministry to 

young Southern Africans! 

THREE SCORE AND TEN OR 

EIGHTY FOR THE STRONGEST 

Brother Jude Pieterse celebrates his 

 80th birthday on Sunday 1 September 2019 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 
That politicians, scientists and economists work 

together to protect the world’s seas and oceans. 

Amen. 

THE INTENTION OF POPE FRANCIS FOR OCTOBER 
That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender a new 

missionary “spring” in the church. Amen. 

FOR OUR ELDERLY AND SICK BROTHERS AND LAY 

MARISTS, among whom Br Paul Nkhoma and Br 

Jude Pieterse 

That OUR DELEGATES may be open to the Spirit 

during the forthcoming PPROVINCIAL CHAPTER. 
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WE BID FAREWELL TO AN AUSTRALIAN VOLUNTEER  

ebecca Bromhead (or “BEC” as 

commonly known) is an Australian who 

worked as a volunteer in Marist 

ministry for some three years. Based in 

Johannesburg, she was supported financially 

by an Australian government program. 

Her work entailed overseeing volunteers sent 

by CMI (the secretariat in our General 

Administration responsible for international 

cooperation in Marist ministry), and 

involvement with the Three2Six Project that 

helps immigrant children integrate into South 

African society.  

Recently, our Johannesburg community invited 

her and her South African husband, Stephanus 

Potgieter (and their baby daughter), for Sunday dinner.  

We bade them farewell, and wished them God’s blessings in the years to come. Bec will be continuing her involvement 

with Marist ministry in her home country.  

A LITTLE HUMOUR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R 

HOW DOES MOSES  

MAKE TEA? 

 

HE BREWS! 
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ZAMBIA – MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY 

at CHASSA SECONDARY SCHOOL 

 

 

 

n 20th July 2019, a colourful and memorable 
Marist Youth Ministry (MYM) day was 
organized in our school again. This day-long 
mega-event included seven schools including 

St Paul’s Primary and Secondary, and St Marcellin’s 
Secondary.  

The grand show began with the arrival of the various 
schools. A colourful welcome was followed by a 
welcome speech by the head boy of the Chassa School. 
It was a truly mesmerizing event as the groups from 
various schools showcased different talents such as 
drama, poems, songs, dances and other presentations. 
Everyone sat glued to their seats. All these were 
presented under this year’s theme “I CAN DO ALL 
THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS ME” 
Philippians 4:13.  

I was tasked with giving a short talk on the theme: 
“The Challenges Facing Young Christians.” This 
covered abuse of information and communication 
technology, the entertainment industry, 

materialism and financial wastage, examination 
malpractice, drug abuse, and broad-way preachers.  

In conclusion, I encouraged the young Christians 
gathered on this event not to be affected 
negatively by the challenges of today but instead 
be steadfast in the Lord and use the possibilities of 
internet and social media as an easy and cheap 
means of evangelism.  

After four hours of 
entertainment and 
presentations, we had the 
Holy Mass. It was followed 
by a formal vote of thanks by 
the Head Teacher, Brother 
Patrick.  

Thereafter he presented certificates to the participating 
schools. We really enjoyed the event and dispersed with 
a sincere hope that such mega-events should continue 
being organized yearly giving the pupils a chance to 
share issues that affect them, display their talents and 
pray together.   (Br Godfrey Kadzuwa) 

O 
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OUR BROTHERS AT INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 
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MEETINGS - FAR AND NEAR 

 

 

he NEW HORIZONS program is promoted by the 

Conference of Major Superiors of Africa, FMSI, the 

Secretariat for Education and Evangelisation of the 

Marist Institute and is financially supported by Misean 

Cara, the official aid agency of the Irish government.  

Late in July, two Marist Educators from each country in our 

Province took part in a workshop held in Maputo The sessions 

were animated by Mr Andrea Rossi & Br Mark Omede of our 

Secretariat for Education and Evangelisation.  

The objective of this educational programme is to develop 

Marist educators through ongoing formation in pedagogy, 

educational leadership and management. In the first phase, 

selected school leaders from the each of our five countries 

were gathered at a central point in the Province for a 

workshop. In this second phase, the project will be carried out 

in each of the countries to increase the probability of making 

an impact on day-to-day practices in our 21 schools.  

 

T 

Br Norbert presents a gift  
to Andrea Rossi at the end  

of the New Horizons Workshop 
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TWO PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 

rother James Langlois has recently 

completed a very comprehensive history of the 

presence and mission of the Marist Brothers in 

Zimbabwe.  

The publication is attractively produced, with A4-size 

pages wire-bound in a firm cover. Many relevant photos 

are attractively arranged in its 80 pages. The font is 

relatively large, and easy to read. 

Probably most of the members of our Province are 

unaware that the first group of Brothers sent to Africa 

from Canada were actually destined to work in Roma in 

Basutoland (now Lesotho) replacing the Brothers from 

the then South African Province. Br James devotes the 

first chapter of his work on the fruits of his research on 

the reasons for diverting this pioneer group from 

Basutoland to Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe).  

The Chapter on Marist ministry in Southern Rhodesia 

outlines the progress from the foundation in Kutama 

(1939), and the successive decades leading up to 

independence, and the following years up to the 

creation of the current Province of Southern Africa in 

1999.  

The final section covers the contemporary situation in 

the country, mentioning those Zimbabwean Brothers 

serving the Institute in formation houses outside their 

country. 

This opus will be of great interest to our Zimbabwean 

Brothers and Lay Marists. Brothers in other parts of the 

Province would also profit from reading the work to give 

them an idea of the courage of any pioneering Marist 

missionaries. . 

 

“I am on my phone too much—a lot more often than 

necessary. Most people are, and looking at our phones 

has become a default state: in the elevator, in the car, 

in queues, on the street, in the office, at a meal with my 

Brothers, in the community room, with family or 

friends”  

Whenever there is a moment of boredom we reach for 

our phone to distract us from it. We’re less productive 

and less engaged with the people and the surroundings 

in our lives as a result of it. 

The first half of the book explains the damage extensive 

use of our phones causes, from how they’re designed 

to addict us to how they’re damaging our brains to 

how they cause mental stress to how they deprive 

us of a good night's sleep.  

The second half of the book is Price’s 30 day guide to 

“the break up,” which is not to chuck your phone in a 

body of water, but a guide to having a relationship with 

our phone on our own terms—the relationship that we 

often say we want, but won’t force ourselves to have.  

This is a book that will help any Brother personally, but 

also be an invaluable resource for an educator of 

young people, especially if your ministry involves 

providing a life orientation for future generations.  

Contact the editor for details.  

B 
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PHOTOS TO ENJOY

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bishops of Zimbabwe recently took part  
in a workshop on the protection of minors.  
The event was animated by Br. Fortune and  
Hans Zollner S.J. of the Gregorian University. 

Scholastics in Nairobi  
doing their regular "MARIST WALK" 

after the midday meal. 

Volunteers from Manos Unidas in Mozambique 

Brothers Pascoal, Geraldo, and João Torcato 
with three volunteers at Manhiça 

Diogo and Juliana of the Atlantis Lavalla200> 

community on a recent visit to St David’s 

with Brothers Mario and Christopher 

This International Symbol for MOTHER EARTH 
…a reminder of our responsibility 
to care for our COMMON HOME. 
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MIC – CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

PRINCIPAL OF MIUC SUPERIOR OF MIC 

At its meeting held on 4 August 2019, the Board of 

Trustees of MIUC appointed  

   Br. Dr. Albert Nzabonaliba  
as the new Principal of the Marist International 

University College (MIUC) for a period of four years 

renewable with effect from 5 August 2019. 

He replaces Br Dr Francis Verye who has been acting 

Principal from August 2018. 

 

At its meeting held between 8 and 13 July 2019 in 

Nairobi the Conference of Superiors of Africa 

appointed   

   Br Mark Anokwuru  
of the Province of Nigeria as the new Superior of the 

Marist International Centre for a period of three years 

renewable. 

He replaces Brother Albert Nzabonaliba. 

STUDENTS AND STAFF AT MIC 2019-2020 

 
SOUTHERN 

AFRICA 
MADAGASCAR 

AFRICA  
CENTRAL-EAST 

NIGERIA 
DISTRICT OF 

WEST AFRICA 

1ST YEAR 6 1 5 7 3 

2ND YEAR 6 1 3 8 3 

3RD YEAR 5 1 3 1 7 

4TH YEAR 8 0 0 4 5 

TOTAL 25 3 11 20 18 

FORMATORS 
Patrick Bwalya 

Nicholas Banda 

Rasolonjatovo  
René Elie 

Tiamaro Alphonse 

Spiridion 
Ndanga 

Albert 
Nzabonaliba 

Cristian 
Gisamonyo 

 

Mark Anokwuru 

Vincent de Paul 
Kouassi 

Peter Awoh 
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Our group in front of the St Marcellin Statue  
at the Vatican. A beautiful moment. 

St Peter’s Square  
on a swelteringly hot day in Rome 

Mass in the Catacombs of St Callixtus.  
An emotional day! 

Holy Mass at our Lady of Fourvière, Lyon 

The Pilgrimage Group at the Hermitage 

ROME FRANCE 

Notre-Dame de France  
at Le Puy-en-Velay 

RSA PILGRIMAGE PHOTOS 
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“YOUNG PEOPLE WITH A VISION CAN CHANGE THE WORLD” 

A Pilgrim’s View 

The airline magazine wasn’t wrong when it claimed 

that ‘Rome has everything it takes to flood the senses 

and to overpower them: history, excess, power, 

conflict, decadence and most extraordinary beauty’. 

Magnificent domes and towering steeples dot the 

skylines, and you are never too far from a church richly 

decorated with frescos or mosaics, or both. 

Emerging from a subway you can find yourself in the 

street life of a bustling city. We walked briskly to keep 

up with our group, often squeezing past others also 

clamouring to get a glimpse of the wonders of this city. 

The restored frescos, marble statues, tapestries, 

paintings and other objects are overpowering; and 

greenery and quiet of the gardens are a respite from 

the throngs of tourists. 

As a pilgrim you have 

to make your way to St 

Peters Basilica. The 

basilica towers above 

you, giving you a sense 

of God’s grandeur. It’s 

hard to believe that 

you are standing 

before a sculpture that 

dates back to 1499 

when you admire 

Michelangelo’s Pieta. 

While climbing up to the top of the dome I met a Coptic 

priest and a Buddhist monk, all in awe of this spectacle. 

The view over St Peters Square and the surrounding 

city is breath-taking – you certainly get a sense of the 

vastness of the eternal city. 

On the outskirts of the city we find ourselves in the 

quiet the Trappist Monastery at Tre Fontane (dating 

back to 299). Here we visited two Churches marking 

the sites of St Paul’s imprisonment and execution. The 

monophonic sounds of the monks voices resound off 

the ancient chapel walls giving you a feeling that are 

truly in a holy place.  

The next day the spine-tingling sight of the Colosseum 

hits you as soon as you emerge from the underground 

station. We are immediately offered ice cold water to 

buy. The ruins speak of the grandeur of ancient times, 

and the shoulder-to-shoulder crowds around the ruins 

are a reminder of what it might have been like in 

ancient times. 

We then travel to Lyon to 

what is known as 

Champagnat country. St 

Marcellin was born in 

Marlhes in the year of the 

storming of the Bastille - 

the political, economic 

and social unrest of the 

day that impact on his 

priorities and life. After his 

ordination, Marcellin is 

appointed priest in La Valla. Struck by the isolation in 

which people live and the lack of education in the rural 

area; and after attending to a dying sixteen-year-old 

who did not know basic Catholic teaching, he acts upon 

his conviction of the need for religious Brothers. We 

walk some of the paths from the hamlets to La Valla. 

He encourages two young men to join him to form the 

core of the Marist Brothers, and others soon follow. La 

Valla becomes the birthplace of the Marist Brothers. 

Between 1817 and 1824 he started a primary school at 

La Valla which becomes a teacher training centre for 

his young brothers. As pilgrims we are privileged to 

celebrate the Eucharist at Marcellin’s old wooden table 

in the house at La Valla.  

We stay at the Hermitage near Saint-Chamond, where 

Champagnat built a novitiate. The building was a sign 

of his trust in God and of the success the Brothers had 

become. What strikes me about the life of St Marcellin 

Champagnat is his absolute resolution to be a priest, 

despite the many setbacks. The multi-storey Hermitage 

that he and his brothers built is testimony to the 

determination they had. 

Taizé Brothers and visitors at a Sunday liturgy 
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An expected surprise for us on pilgrimage is the 

opportunity to participate in the Sunday Mass at Taizé. 

The spirit of the place is just as I imagined it would be. 

There is a tremendous senses of community among the 

different people from all over the world. I am excited 

to see so many enthusiastic young people. The place is 

simple, but the experience is very powerful.  

I reflect on the life of the founder, Brother Roger, who 

as a young man left Switzerland in the war years to 

establish a house that accommodated both Christian 

and Jewish refugees. Later he establishes a monastery 

which promotes ecumenical ideas and work among the 

youth.  

At the airport at Rome I pick up a book written by a 

lesser known young person Greta Thunberg. She’s a 

young Swedish activist who, at age 15, began 

protesting outside the Swedish parliament about the 

need for immediate action to combat climate change. 

She is now an outspoken climate activist and has even 

got a TED Talk. Greta reminds us again of the power of 

young people.  

In a speech to British MPs earlier this year she tells 

them: “You lied to us. You gave us false hope. You told 

us that the future was something to look forward to. 

And the saddest thing is that most children are not 

even aware of the fate that awaits us. We will not 

understand it until it’s too late. And yet we are the 

lucky ones. Those who will be affected the hardest are 

already suffering the consequences. But their voices 

are not heard.” 

The message of people like St Marcellin, Br Roger and 

Greta Thunberg is simply that young people with a 

vision can change the world.

The author, Mark Potterton, is a member of the Marist school leadership group 

who were on a pilgrimage to Rome and Champagnat country in France. 

 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN AND FRENCH PILGRIMS JOIN IN  

THE HOLY EUCHARIST AT LAVALLA 
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BROTHER NORBERT’S TRAVELS 

September – November 2019 

01 Sep: Visit to Kutama Community, Zimbabwe. 07 Oct: Take some time off. 

08 Sep: Travel from Harare to Joburg. 18 Oct: Travel from Lusaka to Chassa. 

14 Sep: CUSTODIANS MEETING, Joburg. 21 Oct: Travel from Chassa to Lilongwe. 

15 Sep: MSC & Custodians – Strategic Planning  25 Oct: Travel from Lilongwe to Mtendere. 

20 - 21 Sep: PROVINCIAL COUNCIL MEETING, Joburg. 28 – 31 Oct: PROVINCIAL CHAPTER, at Mtendere. 

24 Sep: Travel from Joburg to Lilongwe, Malawi. 02 Nov: Travel from Lilongwe to Chassa.  

28 Sep: SILVER JUBILEE OF BRO. JOHN KATUMBI. 04 Nov: Travel from Chassa to Lusaka. 

01 Oct: Travel from Lilongwe to Chassa, Zambia. 26 Nov: Travel from Lusaka to Maputo. 

04 Oct: Travel from Chassa to Lusaka. 30 Nov: Profession at Matola – Novitiate. 

 

 

 


