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SPEECH OF THE DISTRICT SUPERIOR
Your Grace, Most Reverend Cornelius Fontem Esua, Archbishop of Bamenda,

Brother Manuel Jorques Bru, Provincial Superior the Mediterranean Province,

Religious and Civil Authorities,
Traditional Rulers,
The Principal, Staff, Students and Parents,
Invited Guest,

My brothers and Sisters,
On this occasion of the inauguration of Saint Albert’s Comprehensive College, the installation of the Blessed Eucharist in the school chapel and confirmation of our 230 students, my feelings are feelings of gratitude. Were it not for the effort, good will, hard work and support of many, this school project would probably never have seen the light of day. That is why I cannot speak on this day without saying a word of gratitude and appreciation, on behalf of my brothers and I, to all who made the execution of this project possible.
I am profoundly grateful to Brother Manuel Jorques Bru, the Provincial Superior of the Mediterranean Province, here Present, and to his Council for approving this school project and for working tirelessly to look for funding for its implementation. Brother Manuel, while thanking you for the role you played in realisation of this project, I would like to extend, through you, my gratitude to all the Brothers of the province, to the teachers, students and parents of the pupils of the Marist schools of the Province for their interest in and support of Saint Albert’s Comprehensive College. Furthermore, I would like you to convey my appreciation to SED, POR AFRICA, MANOS UNIDAS, POLARIS, FMSI and to our benefactors who provided some of the funding for the implementation of this project  
I would like to thank my predecessor, Brother José Antonio Ruiz, here present, and the Brothers who were in his Council when this project was conceived. Brother Jose Antonio Ruiz, I am grateful to you and your Council for your vision and for all the energy you invested to make the dream become reality. I want to extend my immense gratitude to the former District Bursar, Brother Jose Martin Descarga who supervised the construction of the school with full enthusiasm and dedication. It would have been a pleasure to have him here today, to take part in the inaugural ceremony of the institution he laboured to build, but the demands of his commitment to the mission ad gentes programme, have caused him to be inevitably absent.  
I cannot sufficiently thank our father, the Archbishop Emeritus, Father Paul Verdzekov. He was the Archbishop of this diocese at the time the project was conceived and when we shared the vision with him, he endorsed it wholeheartedly. And what’s more, he never failed to encourage and support us throughout the various stages of the project. Today, my brothers and I would like to thank him with all our heart for his support, encouragement and above all for his love. 

In the same line, I render immense gratitude to our father, the Archbishop of Bamenda, Most Reverend Cornelius Fontem Esua, for his encouraging support. Your Grace, permit me to publicly acknowledge the fact that you have assumed your full responsibility as pastor of this school. You have ensured that Holy Mass is celebrated in the school every day. I am deeply grateful to you and also to Father Bernadine Nsom, Father Pascal Nsah, Father Anthony Yilaka and Father Antoninus Tantan, the priests, who from the inception of the school, have fulfilled this duty with devotion, enthusiasm and love. My gratitude also goes to Father John Ambe and staff of the Catholic Education Secretariat that, on your behalf, collaborate well with the school in many ways. 
My immense gratitude goes to the teaching staff, the kitchen staff, the security staff, sanitary staff and the nurse of this institution: My Dear staff members, a lot of what the school is today is thanks to your invaluable work, the work for which I cannot thank you enough. While thanking you, permit me to take you back to what you already know so well, namely, that to bring up children properly, we must love them, and love them all equally"; that from this principle flow the characteristics of our style of educating: presence, simplicity, family spirit, love of work, and following the way of Mary. My dear Teachers, I want to thank you very sincerely for loving your students, for being present to them, for bringing them up in the love of work and forming a family with them and I want to encourage you to continue doing that. 

I will not leave without acknowledging the role which the parents have played in the development of this school. I want to thank you, Dear Parents, first for all for the sacrifices you make for the sake of your children and for taking an interest in the sanity of their environment. You have participated very enthusiastically in the development of this school by executing a series of very significant projects for the wellbeing of our children. I am referring to the construction of a well to provide additional water for the children and the surfacing of the paths within the school to enhance the living conditions of the students. These projects have greatly improved the sanitation of the school. Thank you very much for your interest in the welfare of the school, and for your collaboration with the school authority.
At this point, I would like to invite you to join me in observing a minute of silence in respect of two people of blessed memory who were very strongly linked to this school project, Mr Albert Niba and Brother Claudio Ripolles Tena.  am very thankful to late Mr. Albert Niba for accepting to sell this property to us. When Brother Claudio Ripolles Tena learnt that we were buying this property for the construction of a school, he immediately requested the permission of Brother Provincial to hand over his patrimony, the money he had inherited from his family, to the District, to help with the purchase of the land. Today I want to acknowledge his contribution as well as his concern for the Marist district of West Africa.    

I cannot omit the architects, contractors and builders who conceived the building plans and executed the construction of the buildings in this School. I thank Br. Jesus who drew the building plans, Mr. Encho Alfred, Mr. Essoka and Mr. Jubus, the contractors who constructed most of the buildings in this school. I am equally thankful to all the builders who worked for their constructions companies.

A word to the students of this school: My very dear students, I simply want to let you know that you are very important to us. It is because you matter to us that your parents have been making many sacrifices to let you attend this school. It is because you matter that Brother Provincial has not spared any efforts to look for funding to construct your school. I am therefore appealing to each and every one of you to do everything possible to draw maximum benefit from the opportunity you have been given to school here.
I am very happy that the Blessed Eucharist as been installed in your school chapel today. It is my prayer that each of you will endeavour to spend some time each day before the Blessed Sacrament and to entrust your work, school, family, teachers etc to the Lord. Remember the opening words of psalm 127, which happens to be the favourite psalm of our founder, Saint Marcellin Champagnat: ‘If the Lord does not build the house, in vain do the builders labour and if the lord does not watch over the city, in vain does the watchman keep vigil. 
Let me finish by thanking you, my brothers, who worked day and night to make this project a reality and a success. I thank especially, Brother Francis Verye and the Brothers who were greatly involved in the project at the initial stages. May God who inspired us to start this project give each of us a heart as generous as Mary’s heart, new hearts, transformed and converted by the love of Christ. And filled with God like our good father Champagnat and our first brothers, we may be able to transform Africa and the world to make it a new world.

Thank you and may God bless you all
Brother Sylvain Yao, 

District Superior.
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