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Celebration of Advent 2017    (by Br Nicholas Fernando) 

On the eve of the 1st Sunday of Advent, a very meaningful prayer was animat-

ed by Bro. Baoxuan, inviting us personally to list down some concrete actions 
that would help us come closer to the Lord 
and welcome him into our life. Moreover, 
lots were drawn during the prayer to find 
out the “Advent Friend” that the Lord 
wants each one of us to have so that we 
could pray in a special way for this friend 
and prepare a Christmas gift for him. Cer-
tainly it was a very grand introduction to 
live Advent. 

As a preparation for Christmas, several committees were created:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apart from these, our already existing social committee prepared and executed 
the Kris Kringle before Christmas lunch, and a volleyball tournament, held on 
Christmas afternoon.  
 

In addition to this preparatory work, we shared some of our Christmas Joy with 
some of our neighboring communities by way of singing carols. This was one of 
the highlights in growing and sharing our Advent Spirit. Along with these, some 
well animated advent prayer sessions and powerful Liturgies of the Word 
held during our advent Eucharistic celebrations, were catalysts nurturing the Ad-
vent spirit among us. 

Singing: They were responsible for preparation, organization and practice of hymns 
for our Christmas carols, and the animation of the Christmas Eve Mass and New 
Year’s Eve Mass at our Tudella Parish. 

Crib: They shouldered the responsibility of erecting an attractive Crib at the entrance. 

Decoration:  They were the ones who took charge of the decoration of the house. 
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Christmas Mass  

(by Nguyễn Duy Bình) 
I was very happy at Christmas 

time in Sri Lanka. We had 

singing practice three times a 

week during our Christmas 

break and each one of us tried 

to do our best with all of our 

heart. After that, we led the 

singing at the Christmas Eve 

Mass in the parish. All of us 

had to be ready for it (with our 

Marist band and singers) and 

we did it very well. Besides 

that we also sang some carols 

before the Mass. We were 

very happy and we sang very 

well during the Mass, and we 

had a great celebration after 

Mass in the community. Final-

ly, we were very happy and it 

was a very good experience 

for all of us to know more Sri 

Lankan culture. Also it was a 

good time for us to sit down 

together for sharing, and cele-

brate Christmas together to 

help us understand more about 

each Brother in the communi-

ty and to build up community, 

so that we can get on better in 

the future. Also it was a good 

change for us to build up rela-

tionships with each other and 

most importantly, our relation-

ship with God. 

Family Spirit 



 

1 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRTION   
(by Hoang Anh) 

Last 25th of December, we Marist 

Novices and Brothers here in Sri 

Lanka, were celebrating Christmas 

2017. It was very beautiful and mean-

ingful for me. I really enjoyed it and I 

just want to share with you something 

interesting about this Christmas. On 

Christmas Eve we sang in the Church, and after two weeks of practice, we sang very well. Nothing went 

wrong, except for the Kyrie which 

Brother Benjamin could not sing be-

cause the Priest used a different format. 

After Mass we came home and had a 

short drink with some cake and choco-

late. The day after, on the 25th, we cele-

brated Christmas at lunch time, opening 

with some games and sharing gifts with 

each other. I just felt a little bit sad be-

cause another team won the games! 

Thanks Brothers for the gifts and also the surprise you gave me, which made me really happy! I was so full 

with the food and tired with the sport that we also shared. But all of these things can tell me only one thing 

that is really important – that in all our preparations from the beginning of  Advent, we planned and prom-

ised something for Jesus, during our very first prayer. The unity of the community is so important too. It 

BUILDING BRIDGES WITH  DAVAO (the Postulancy) and MAPAC (the Post-
Novitiate) and the formators of the region.  (Br. Réal Sauvageau 23.01.2018) 

 

From January 8 to 11, I had the chance to spend some days at the Postulancy at Davao. The objective was 

to get to know their life and their program better, and to answer their questions concerning the novitiate.  I 
had some joyful moments of sharing with the postulants and staff, and we encouraged each other to go 
ahead in our dream to bring the Marist light to our word.  

On January 11, I travelled to Manila with Br Paco 
and Br Walter for the regional meeting of Marist 
formators. Journeying these six following days as a 
global family, we reflected and shared on our experi-
ence as formators, exploring itineraries of formation, 
and trying to focus on what is important to develop 
in each step of formation (Aspirancy, Postulancy, 
Novitiate, Post-Novitiate, ongoing Formation.). The 
objective is to assure a better continuity in our pro-
cess of formation.  
 
 

It was a great joy also to have the possibility of spending 
some moments with  the younger brothers, to renew our unity 
and to share about the joys and challenges of post-novitiate 
life.  Connecting with the fire present in each one, formators 
and younger brothers, I returned home with great hope for the 
future of the Marist charism in Asia. 
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“January Desert Day”  
(by Cyril Benora) 

On 5th of January this year, we 

the novices of Tudella in Sri 

Lanka were having a desert day, 

which was based on the two ques-

tions raised during the General 

Chapter in Colombia.  “Who is 

God asking us to be in this emerg-

ing world?”  “What is God asking 

us to do in this emerging world?” 

Our reflection began on the even-

ing of the 4th by Br Nicholas in the 

novitiate community chapel, and 

continued to the next morning, at 

6am when we came together for 

Mass.  Afterwards we gathered for 

breakfast and left at 7:30 to contin-

ue our desert day at ‘Marist Sev-

ena’, to meet with Br Michael De 

Waas. It took us two hours by bus 

to arrive there. This morning was 

full of excitement when we re-

ceived a warm welcome from Br 

Michael to his community. With-

out taking much time he briefly 

introduced us to the surrounding 

environment and the meaning of 

the word ‘Sevena’. Sevena in Sin-

hala (the Sri Lankan language) 

means “a shady place” because it’s 

a very quiet place and has a lot of 

trees. The morning of our desert 

day began with a time for contem-

plative prayer and silence. All of 

us had a great experience in inti-

macy with God. The reflection 

was from 9am to 4:30pm. At 4:30 

we gathered for some group shar-

ing, and thus ended our reflection 

day with great joy.     

Claretians and Marist Brothers                                   Christmas with the Claretians (by Melcky Obe) 
 

On 28th of December 2017, we had a happy Christmas time with the Claretian 

Fathers and Brothers.  At 7a.m. we left our community and went to the Claretian 

Brothers’ community at Kurunagala (from our community it took 3 hours by 

Van or Bus).  We arrived there and they warmly welcomed us. At 10a.m. we 

celebrated Mass together. When we finished the Mass we moved to a large hall 

and started our programs.  
 

Firstly we opened the programs with a prayer. Then, we sang Carols in our dif-

ferent languages, in Bengali (Bangladesh), Mandarin (China), French (Canada), 

Tetum (East-Timor), Pidgin (PNG), Sinhala (Sri-Lanka) and Vietnamese 

(Vietnam).  
 

After that, the Claretian Brothers performed a drama. The MC 

(Master of Ceremonies) invited   Br. Real and Fr. Efren 

(Claretian Priest) to give us some ideas about celebrating 

Christmas.  At 1p.m. we had a nice lunch prepared by the 

Claretian Brothers. After lunch, some of the Brothers had a si-

esta and some had a nice conversation. We began again at 

2:40p.m. with some dancing games and games with chairs. At 

3:30p.m. we had afternoon tea. We then had a wonderful  

volleyball game. 
 

It was a wonderful and enjoyable day for everyone.  
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If Christ were in Tudella Novitiate Community … 
(a poem by Le Danh Thuong) 

 
He would learn to make a crib the way they do in Vietnam, 

and decorate the chapel, dining room, 
and veranda beautifully with us, 

and prepare different gifts for the Brothers. 
 

He would sing different Christmas carols, coming from China,  
Viet Nam, East Timor, Bangladesh, PNG, Sri-Lanka,  

Australia, and Québec. 
He would visit some other religious communities  

and nearby apostolic places, 
bringing joy and happiness to the sick and the disabled. 

 
He would participate in the Parish Vigil Christmas Mass  
and New Year’s Mass, with different beautiful hymns, 
praising his Father and giving witness to his Kingdom. 

 
He would celebrate Christmas with us, 

receive some surprising gifts from other brothers, 
taste various foods from different countries,  

dance with us in the New Year’s party  
and play different games. 

 
But of course, I believe that Christ is here with us. 
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