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Jubilees are wonderful family occasions for 
all of us.  The word has the same Latin root 
as ‘Jubilate’, ‘Rejoice’.  So that is what we do!  
Whether it is a Brother’s silver, golden, diamond 
or platinum jubilee of his entry into Religious Life 
or a couple’s jubilee of marriage, we mark the 
day in a special way.  We give thanks to God for 
the blessings received in life and for the graced 
witness of lives faithfully lived.  We honour the 
jubilarians for bearing fruit that lasts, for lives 
shared, for love revealed.
We need such moments to remind us of who we 
are, of the value of our lives.  In years to come 
we will be celebrating the jubilees of members 
of the Marist Association.  The first two purposes 
of the Statutes of the Association are:

To provide a spiritual family within the Church 
for people committed to living the Gospel 
of Jesus, with Mary as their inspiration, in 
the style of St Marcellin Champagnat.

To seek to continue the core mission of the 
Institute of making Jesus Christ known and 
loved, in the way of Mary, and bringing 
hope to the youth of today.  

We commit ourselves to “bear witness to an 
experience of Church community that is Marian, 

Eucharistic, faith focused, mission driven, and 
inclusive”.
Lots of invitation and inspiration here in our 
everyday lives!  It is a ‘new beginning’ for Marists 
in Australia.
There is a question that needs to be spoken in 
our context: Is there a future for the Brothers?  
The last General Chapter of the Brothers in 2009 
spoke of “a new way of being Brother”.  That is 
understandable in an international body such as 

ours where local realities differ so markedly but 
the phrase in itself is not a diagnosis and fails to 
name the stark reality of rapid diminishment or 
the letting go and grieving involved.  In Australia 
we have danced around the question.  We 
have seen the signs of the Spirit in the lives of 
lay Marists and the need and value in a “new 
tent”, the Association, where Brothers and 
other Marists form a single spiritual family.  
We have the Lavalla community project in 
western Sydney with the charter to test out 
the parameters of a new paradigm for living as 
Brothers in 21st century Australia.  Their call, 

as is true for all of us, is to live lives defined by 
three words: mystics, prophets and communion 
and by the radical availability that is integral to 
consecrated life.  Internationally we have the 
invitation to join international communities as 
signs and agents of brotherhood in our global 
village.  Transformation is happening.  
Recently I attended a gathering of Religious 
Leaders where Sr Carol Zinn of the United States 
addressed the question.  Carol was the leader of 

the Conference of Leaders of Religious Women 
that was investigated by the Vatican a few years 
ago.  She is a remarkably positive woman but her 
read of the situation of apostolic religious life in 
western countries is that it is dying, at least in 
the historical and cultural form we have known 
and appreciated.  I think most of us understand 
this to be true but it is nonetheless confronting 
when put so starkly.  She put this in the context 
of many western institutions in a state of rapid 
change – banks, print media, marriage, the 
Church, schools, to name a few.  No prophet of 
doom, Carol also spoke of “God doing something 

Trans fo rma t i on  i s  happen i ng . 
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new in God’s time”, of the call to 
be faithful in centring our lives on 
Jesus, taking the Gospel as our 
manual, in continuing to be led by 
the Spirit to engage with and for 
the people of our time and place.  
As Pope Francis keeps telling us, 
we as Christians and even more so 
as Religious, must not turn in on 
ourselves.  The forms of Religious 
Life have changed and are changing 
but not its particular vocation as a 
witness to God’s in-breaking love, 
available to all.
Would I invite a young man to be 
a Brother today?  Absolutely.  God 
has.  We have two professions 
in August.  The Holy Spirit does 
continue to draw young men to 
seek our way of living the Gospel 
as Religious Brothers, and we are 
blessed to have Jack and James 
offer their lives and gifts to be 
brothers among us. “Change is coming and we will need to lead it,” Br Emili told the participants on July 10.

He echoed the words of Pope Francis noting that “things cannot continue as they are”  
and that the Church needs “a pastoral and missionary conversion.”
“We need to be capable of acting as a global institution, not each one in his own corner,” he added. “It is like disconnecting 
our mobile phone from our local network and connecting it to the global network.”

check out thevideo here
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Jack O’Sullivan and James 
Hodge will return from the 
US for their profession on 
August 15 at Eastwood.  
Their companion novice, 
Sam Amos, and Novice 
Master, Robert Clark, will 

be here for the occasion.  They will then stay 
at Healy House, Eastwood, with Ken McDonald 
as their accompanying person.  Ken will also be 
doing part-time work at Marist Youth Care.  At 
the end of October Jack and James will go to 
MAPAC Manila for a year before returning home 
for studies.
Geoff Kelly came home from Vietnam for his 
Golden Jubilee celebrations.  He reports that 
the project is progressing.  Besides the English 
language and IT skills training for school-aged 
and university young people generally, they 
have reached out to the blind as well.  For more 
information see the Marist Solidarity Australia 
website.
Fons van Rooij will take up the project being 
developed in Leuven, Belgium, on the Catholic 
identity of religious institute schools, especially 
those in the Marist tradition.  This will mean 
doing a semester of study at Leuven later this 
year.  All going well, he should be able to continue 

the research from Melbourne in the new year.
Mark Fordyce has finished his work at Marcellin 
College Bulleen and has gone to Sala Lavalla 
in Cambodia to assist Terry Heinrich and Tony 
Burrows for three months.
Brian Etherington will join the Santa Teresa 
Community for the next couple of months to 
support the brothers and ministry there.
The intention is for the Canberra Community 
to close around 19 or 20 July.  As previously 
announced, Anthony Atkinson will go to 
Ashgrove, Kev Murray to Bendigo, Tony Shears 
to North Sydney and Lawrie to the Lavalla 
Community in Western Sydney.notes:

 X change in editorial
 X mention brian etherington in news
 X mark o’c email re global
 X joe mc piece from before re school

Dear fellow Marists,
I am very impressed with a new online publication and suggest you have a look at it 
– Global Pulse Magazine at www.globalpulsemagazine.com
Edited by The Tablet’s former Rome correspondent, Robert Mickens, the daily is 
a rich blend of stories from leading Catholic publishers in the US (Commonweal 
Magazine), France (La Croix), Asia (UCAN) and Australia (Eureka Street). You can find 
out more about the magazine here:  
The great value of Global Pulse Magazine is that readers hear form voices across 
the world and that’s something we can all benefit from. We are moving ahead in 
a Church being changed by Pope Francis who wants urgently to include people 
previously considered of marginal significance in the Church.
It’s very inexpensive to subscribe – US$22 or under 15 Pounds Sterling. I’m told by 
the people at Global Pulse Magazine that they are keeping the price as low as they 
can so subscribers from poorer countries can also buy it. 
Global Pulse Magazine is offering you a month’s free subscription so you can see its 
value. Just email its Publisher Father Michael Kelly SJ at mkelly@ucanews.com and 
he’ll do the rest. Then you can make your own judgment.  
 Best wishes Mark O’Connor

News of Brothers
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When Jesus took bread, 
blessed it, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
he summarized in these gestures his own life.

Jesus is chosen from all eternity, blessed at his baptism in 
the Jordan River, broken on the cross, and given as bread to 
the world.  Being chosen, blessed, broken, and given is the 
sacred journey of the Son of God, Jesus the Christ.

Becom ing Food For  the  Wor ld
 - from Henri Nouwen's Bread for the Journey

When we take bread, bless it, break it, and give it with the words "This is the Body of Christ,"  
we express our commitment to make our lives conform to the life of  Christ.   
We too want to live as people chosen, blessed, and broken, and thus become food for the world.



                 Ray Arthur 
Ray has recently taken up an appointment at the Marist Asia Pacific 
Centre (MAPAC) in Manila.  In a recent letter to family and friends, 

he wrote:
“The world of Metro Manila, I am told, gives a false 
impression of the Philippines!  With a population 
the same as Australia, you find groups of people 
in every corner of the metropolis.  Small family 
units can be seen in side streets, on the edge of 
drainage systems and other unnoticed places. 
On Saturdays the Brothers here visit different 
areas to teach, play and generally to be present 
with the people of these poorer areas.  For 
the first two weeks I was visiting a place called 

Balubad, about 20 minutes away by tricycle and jeepney.  There was 
some teaching and play mainly with the young people who seem 
to look forward to the Brothers coming.  My contribution was to 
provide some magic tricks and to teach the Hokey Pokey, an action 
game and a way to teach some simple English.  Last week I joined 
another group of Brothers to visit the “Home of Love”, run by the 
Sisters of Mother Teresa for sick and abandoned children.  Again 
our presence is mainly supportive and of course it helps us to see 
another perspective on life.”

Peter Carroll, Michael Green, Peter 
McNamara and Joe McCarthy are in Rome 
attending a meeting of leaders from all 
Provinces on Animation, Governance and 
Management (AGM).  This has been a 
project conducted over the past few years 
by the firm AT Kearney.  The objectives of 
this meeting are to:

 X Set common concepts and a shared 
vision regarding AGM in the Marist 
Institute

 X Establish common AGM principles 
and guidelines at all levels of the 
Institute

 X Agree on AGM models that can help 
us meet the present challenges and 
favour a greater vitality of the Marist 
charism in view to the next 100 years 
from 2017  

 X Agree on a plan to implement the 
proposed AGM models.

The holiday house at Wategos near Byron 
Bay has been placed on sale – again.  It is 
rapidly approaching the stage where it 
needs a major injection of funds for upgrade 
and refurbishment.

The Provincial Council has recently decided 
to place the house on the market. A five 
week sales campaign commenced on 1 July.  
There is a YouTube clip prepared with the 
help of a drone that can be viewed here.  The 
promotional blurb will bring back memories 
for some, “This captivating property has all 
the hallmarks of the endless summer we 
are all chasing. It is a jewel in the crown a 
blend of natural, lush coastal head land and 
elevation.”  Ah well! 
Special thanks to Br Joe McCabe and the 
Lismore Brothers who have managed and 
cared for the property over the years.

From the Provincial Council
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From the Mission Council
The Mission Council met with the Provincial Council in June.  The main item of 
the day was the review of our organisational structures being conducted by Phil 
Billington.  It is timely to evaluate how our administration is functioning three 
years into the life of the new Province and to imagine what changes will be 
needed with the establishment of the Marist Association.  Phil has interviewed 
all the Directors, the Provincial and Vice-Provincial.  She intends having her 
report ready in early August.
The joint meeting also considered the programme for the Mission Assembly, 
ideas for assembly delegates in relation to the Association Council, developments 
in the Marist Association, and the Province theme for 2016 – Mercy, the name 
of God.
Mark Woolford has been appointed Chair of the Province Advocacy Committee.  
Mark is currently deputy Principal at Marist College Eastwood.  Previously 
he worked at Cairns, Randwick and Hunters Hill.   A project of the Advocacy 
Committee is to create a network of Marists in schools with a commitment to 
social justice.

LIVE MARIST – Winter 2015

The latest edition of  
LIVE MARIST,  
our Province vocations
newsletter can  read online 
here:

Greg McDonald.

Today (14/07/15) the staff at Trinity were informed of a change in the governance of the College.  Br Neville 
Solomon made the announcement  in his capacity as Chair of the College Council.  The Bishop will make a 
formal public announcement later this week.
As of January 2016, the College will commence the change from being an independent Catholic school to being 
a Catholic school of the Diocese of Lismore.
The Company that governs the College will remain in place during this period of transition and the Marist 
Brothers will remain members of the Company.  This guarantees stability in terms of employment and finances.
A Transition Group has been formed to plan and oversee the implementation of any changes consequent to 
this long-term decision.  Its members are: Br Julian Casey, Br John Hilet, Mr Greg Isaac, Mr David Condon.
The College will remain a member of both Marist Schools Australia and the Nagle Education Alliance of Australia.
Br John Hilet will continue as Principal.
Br Jeffrey Crowe

Trinity Catholic College Lismore
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