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agents of life-giving 
initiatives for the 
most vulnerable 

through action and 
advocacyit’s up

to us
now ...

One of the key elements of the 
vision for Marists worldwide that 
emerged in discussions at the 
General Conference in September 
was evangelisation.  We can be 
sure that this will be even more 
underlined at the International 
Mission Assembly to be held in 
September 2014 in Nairobi.  
What is our particular contribution 
as Marists in our different contexts 
to reflection and practice regarding 
bringing and being the Good News 
of Jesus for young people today?  
The intuitions of the Brothers at 
the General Conference were that 
the answers to this question are to 
be found in the call to be “prophets 
and mystics” as was so evident 
in Marcellin’s life.  To be more 
concrete, it involves us individually 
and as a group in making choices 
to be agents of life-giving initiatives 
for the most vulnerable through 

action and advocacy.  It involves 
us individually and as a group in 
sharing a spirituality for living 
life.  It involves us sharing our 
experience of God, God’s mercy 
and love – not just what is written 
in books.  

I was reminded of this forcefully 
in the recent funerals of Bill 
Connell and Dave McLeish.  Both 
men had rich interior lives and 
communicated their faith and 

hope to those around them as they 
lived with their frailties.  
Those who knew them well picked 
up on this and took heart.  In this 
month of the Holy Souls, we can 
all name many who have given 
us heart.  Bishop Michael Putney 
of Townsville has terminal cancer.  
He recently spoke of how this has 
been a particularly graced period 
of his life.  Some of you may have 
seen it.  http://cathnews.com/cn-
perspectives/15915-relfectionp-
putney-video
I have included below a recent 
article by Br Mark O’Connor that 
offers a parallel reflection.  Thanks 
Mark.

Jeff
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emain in me.  

It is the Word of God who speaks, 
who expresses this desire.
Remain in me, 
not for a few moments, 
a  few hours 
which must pass away, 
but remain permanently, 
habitually.  
Remain in me, pray in me, 
adore in me, love in me, 
suffer in me, work and act in me.  
Remain in me 
so you will be able to encounter 
anyone or anything.  
Penetrate further still 
into these depths.  
This is truly the solitude 
into which God wants 
to draw the soul 
that God may speak to it.
Bl Elizabeth of the Trinity OCD
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Let the beauty we love 
be what we do 
Let the beauty we love 
be what we do.
Every day we wake up  
empty and frightened,
Don’t go to the study  
and pull out a book.
Take down a musical  
instrument instead.
Let the beauty we love  
be what we do.
There are a hundred ways
To kneel and kiss the ground.

- Jalaluddin Rumi

Dear Friends,
People often ask me what precisely 
is the ‘New Evangelisation’? I think 
Rumi, a 13th-century Persian poet, 
Islamic jurist, theologian, and 
mystic gives us a starting point.   
For if the term means anything it is 
about how the beauty and grace of 
God offer us so many possibilities to 
reach out to the Gracious Mystery 
in our daily lives. 
We need to follow Rumi’s wisdom 
and stop: ‘To kneel and kiss the 
ground.’

But you might respond: 
be more practical! 
How do we reach out 
to people who say 
they just don’t believe 
in God? How do we 
Catholics evangelise 
the sceptics and the 
cynics?
Karl Rahner S.J. gave 
a very good response 
to this question.  In 
1979, an interviewer 
commented to Rahner, 

"I have never had an experience of 
God."
Rahner's response is interesting. He 
writes: 
I don't believe you; I just don't 
accept that. You have had, perhaps, 
no experience of God under this 
precise code-word God but you 
have had or have now an experience 
of God - and I am convinced that 
this is true of every person...
This inner experience of God is 
naturally (and necessarily) very 
difficult to describe. What love 
is, what fidelity is, what longing 
is, what immediate responsibility 
is - are all things that are difficult 
to express and to think about. We 
start stuttering, and what we say 
sounds odd, provisional, difficult. 
But that doesn't prove that a person 
has not had experiences of fidelity, 
responsibility, joy, truth, love, and 
so on. And so it is with experience 
God. (Karl Rahner in Dialogue, 211)
This is precisely the challenge we 
face to bring the Gospel to our 
culture today. This is at the core of 
the ‘new evangelisation’ project. 

We have such a rich tradition to 
pass on. But we need imagination 
and creativity to spread the Good 
News. That can only come from our 
prayer and a rich inner life - action 
for ‘Good News’ will then follow.
It certainly can’t be done by mere 
words alone. Rather, as Pope Paul VI 
famously said, ‘people today need 
witnesses as much as teachers.’ We 
need prophets of grace.
This makes sense when we think 
of the people on our own faith 
journeys who have made an 
impact on us. It usually isn’t their 
theological learning so much as 
the credibility, graciousness and 
authenticity of their lives. We are 
helped to find Jesus by people who 
act like Him. It’s as simple as that.
Faith, therefore, is so much more 
than intellectual assent. It is the 
commitment of the whole person 
beginning with ‘conversion’ of the 
heart. In other words, authentic 
‘new’ evangelisation is all about 
enabling persons to come in contact 
with believable witnesses – that is, 
people who are holy and growing in 

the spiritual life.
One such witness of the ‘Good 
News' was the recently deceased 
Irish poet Seamus Heaney. A 
witness to a rich humanity of grace 
and beauty indeed. 
At his funeral in September, his son 
Michael recounted that just two 
minutes before Seamus Heaney 
died in a Dublin hospital, he sent a 
text message in Latin to his beloved 
wife: 'Noli timere', don't be afraid.
As we face the challenge of living 
the Gospel in our times - buffeted 
as we are by tensions and acutely 
aware of our sinfulness - that 
message of Seamus Heaney (and 
the Risen Lord!) gives me hope to 
continue the journey of faith - ‘to 
Let the beauty we love be what we 
do’.

- Br Mark O’Connor fms 



Catherine could you tell us a little about 
Marist Volunteers Australia?
Marist Volunteers Australia (MVA) is part 
of Marist Solidarity in Australia. MVA was 
started to meet the needs of lay Marists who 
expressed a desire to work more closely with 
the Brothers in Marist ministries particularly 
in an overseas context.
What sort of things do Marist Volunteers 
do?
At the moment, most of the placements 
require our volunteers to assist with the 
Marist projects based in Asia and involve 
some form of teaching of children and young 
adults.
Catherine as the founding coordinator of 
this unit within our Province, what have 
been some of the joys and some of the 
difficulties in your role?
I think the greatest joy is just how many 
people are keen to do something positive 
and for others. They identify as Marists and 
want to be involved. It is especially pleasing 
when young people who have just left school 
and who wish to have a solidarity experience 
overseas, make contact with me and 
describe themselves as Marist.  These young 

people, like all the volunteers, spend quite 
a bit of their savings to have an experience 
of working closely with other Marists. They 
learn about the needs of these children and 
young people in the Asia and the Pacific 
region and how we Marists are responding 
to these needs.  
Sometimes it can be difficult to find a 
placement that might suit a person who 
wants to get involved when they have a 
particular skill set. A lot of our places in need 
of volunteers are educational facilities and 
require volunteers to teach. However some 
people have other skill sets that they would 
like to offer. For example, we have been asked 
by communities in the Asia and Pacific region 
to help find an accountant or people to help 
with building, but this happens rarely; we 
don't have so many of those places on offer.  
Australian Volunteers International (AVI) and 
Australian Business Volunteers (ABV) cater 
more for this type of work. 
Is there such a thing as a typical Marist 
volunteer?
The typical Marist volunteer is interested in 
the well - being and education of children 
and young people. That would be the primary 

identifying factor. They love the idea of being 
a Marist and joining fellow Marists working 
with and for young people, and finding out 
about their life and their work. Some more 
practical criteria for Marist volunteers are 
they have to be over 18 years of age; have 

good health and well-being and that they can 
cover their travel costs.
So there are no limitations around being 
married or single, retired, employed etc?
No not at all! If you are over 18, can give two-
three months of your time; pay your own way 

marist volunteers australia a few quick questions to Catherine Hannon - Coordinator of Marist Volunteers Australia
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and can make a contribution to the community where 
you will be staying you have the basics covered. After 
that it involves conversations to check out suitable 
placements.
What are some of the real needs for volunteers right 
now?
At the moment we have three major projects. They're 
all in Asia and all want volunteers in 2014:
• The New Horizons Project in Vietnam. Brother Geoff 

Kelly is the founding coordinator of this project. 
• The Marist Centre for Migrants in Samut Sakhon in 

Thailand. Brother Andrew Chan and other Brothers 
from the District of Asia are working with the 
children of Burmese migrants.

• The Marcellin Academy  in General Santos City in 
the Philippines with Brother Crispin Betita – see 
their website: http://www.marcellin.org.ph/

If someone wanted to know more about Marist 
Volunteers or if they wanted to speak about being a 
Marist volunteer how would they make contact or 
find out more?
They could make contact by email to: mva@marists.
org.au or could call me on these numbers:
(02) 9218 4033 /0409 636 116
They can also contact any member of the Marist 
Solidarity team in Brisbane: 
msol@marists.org.au. Marist Solidarity is the over-
arching brand of the international aid and volunteering 
offices of the Province of the Australian Marist Brothers.  

Advent Prayer Book
'THE WORLD OF MIGRANT CHILDREN AND YOUTH'

VOICES OF MARIST STUDENTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
This years' Advent Reflection Booklet from the Marist International 
Solidarity Foundation (FMSI) deals with issue of migrant children. 
Globally there are some 35 million international migrants under 
20 years of age.  Of these, 15 to 19 years olds account for some 
33 per cent 11 million); 10-14 year olds comprise 26 per cent (9 
million); age groups 5 to 9 and 0 to 4 represent 22 per cent (8 
million) and 20 per cent ( 7 million) respectively. 
On each day of the Advent Booklet, Marist students offer a 
first- hand account of their experiences of migration and offer a 
prayer for the future. From an Australian perspective, the booklet 
contains an emotive recount from one of our students of his 
family's migration from the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
You can download a copy of the prayer book in pdf format here. 
It is a large file at 2Mb
If you would to receive a printed copy 
please contact Catherine Hannon,  
the Province link person for FMSI.
Email: catherine.hannon@marists.org.au
Phones: (02) 9218 4033/ 0409 636 119

http://www.marcellin.org.ph/
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/3209636/advent%20prayer%20FMSI%202013.pdf


Marist College Penshurst have a Marist Dinner 
Gathering once a term. All staff are invited to attend 
these events. Some nights we meet in the 'upper 
room' of a local restaurant, other times we meet in 
the school boardroom. We begin with 45 minutes 
of prayer, scripture, reflection and discussion led by  
Br Tony Butler, followed by dinner. These events are 
a highlight of our calendar.  
Declan Donohue (Religious Education Coordinator)

building the  
Australian Marist Community


