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From the Editor...From the Editor...From the Editor...From the Editor...    

Welcome to MAPAC! 

 

As we end the Second semester of this School 

Year (2010-2011), the Communication Committee with 

the help of the Brothers would like to put together an 

account of the events that occurred during the past 

months. Like the diversity of cultures in this community, 

our experiences for the time being were also of various 

natures. All of the experiences we had this semester, 

whether good or bad, pleasant or unpleasant, were all 

part of one journey, a journey together as a community. 

“Journey Ends, Journey Begins”. We chose this 

theme for this issue as it captures the significant events 

that had happened during the semester. Many transitions 

that happened within the semester which, in one way or 

another, required adjustment from everyone of us. We 

started the semester without our Brothers who have just 

finished their MAPAC formation. We also bade goodbye 

to year 2010 and welcomed the New Year, 2011. In Janu-

ary, Br. Manny Uluan, our former Dean of Studies, em-

barked to another life journey as we welcomed his re-

placement and new member of MAPAC community, Br. 

Rustico. By March, we will also have a new Rector, Br. 

Peter Rodney, replacing Br. Desmond Howard, who has 

served MAPAC for the past three years. 

We reflected on these events in this issue of our 

journey in MAPAC. Therefore, you will also find inside, a 

sharing of experiences from the Student Brothers con-

cerning their AFA Places. [AFA stands for Apostolic Forma-

tive Activities]. AFA, for me, is a great opportunity to 

reach-out to people outside MAPAC. It also tells us a lot 

about the realities of this world and a chance for us to set 

foot on new pathways and be moved by these realities. 

This activity is also an ingredient of our MAPAC journey 

which makes it worthwhile.                                                                 

In addition, we also mention our journey with 

the external students of MAPAC, the Religious Sisters 

coming from the different congregations around Metro 

Manila. They are not just our classmates but they are our 

companions in this journey of life as well. We believe that 

as we journey together as brothers and sisters, we also 

learn different things from each other which help us to 

grow personally and communally. 

We are all aware of the gifts and graces that we 

received from all the experiences this past semester. But 

it is always up to us to appreciate and learn from them. It 

is up to us to see the new ways and new paths that exist 

in those experiences. And we have to remember that in 

our journey we are not all alone but we are together as a 

community. 

Journey ends, journey begins. Our journey con-

tinues! 

                                            -  Bro. Jong Acosta, FMS 

                                                       Philippines 
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  MAPAC is located in the newly 

formed Province of East Asia. From December 6 

– 8, this Province held its second  

Provincial Chapter south of Manila. The dele-

gates       decided that the first priority of the 

Province is: The      strengthening of our Religious 

consecration and identity through improved com-

munity living. 

 

 For many years now we Marist Brothers 

and indeed Brothers of other congregations 

seem to have been obsessed by the question of 

identity as Brothers in the Church, as though the 

magical answer to this perplexing question will 

bring new life, conversion and vocations. Per-

haps we have been chasing a pipe dream instead 

of getting on with the call to follow Jesus, rather 

than the other voices that compromise our wit-

ness as Champagnat’s  Brothers - men of compas-

sion, strength and Gospel simplicity. In many 

cases we have weakened our cause by embracing 

what society sees as success, status and power. 

Do we make a difference? Not at all, if we con-

tinue to pander to what brings us prestige. We 

have lost the plot and don’t deserve to attract 

generous, young men. Those whom we do attract 

will be those who come in for the soft serve and 

easy life; those who will drive us further into    

diminishment by their neediness and lifestyle. 

 

 During a recent Faith-sharing in our La 

Valla fraternity, we focused on the question of 

Identity based on the message of the Superior 

General of the Brothers of Charity, Brother René 

Stockman in his book, MAY I CALL YOU BROTHER.  

Bro René states:”’To know whom I am serving’ 

gives us a sense of direction as far as our 

identity is concerned and relieves us from the 

obligation to determine our identity our-

selves.”  It is Christ whom Religious are called to 

follow and to serve. Anything else is a          

smokescreen. It is like fixing the road instead of 

fixing the car!  

 

 All a Brother needs to know about his first 

and foremost mission, according to Br René, is 

“to hear the word of God, to learn His will and to 

act on it. One can accomplish those things only if 

one lives a spiritual life in which there is space 

and time for contemplation, for listening to God 

and for letting oneself be loved by God.” 

 

  

 “A good criterion to test the authenticity 

of a Brother’s mission is to check how many 

really poor people he has among his friends and 

neighbours, among the people he deals with   

everyday. That is somewhat controversial too 

these days, since people today like to boast about 

their relations and friends from higher circles.”  

These words of Br René are a challenging and 

salutary reminder for us Marists who are so eas-

ily distracted from living a life of Gospel simplic-

ity. 

 

 

 Brother Des Howard, FMS 

 

From the Rector...From the Rector...From the Rector...From the Rector...    

“TO KNOW WHO I AM 

SERVING” 
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 Greetings! 

 

 I arrived here in MAPAC last January 15. I was     origi-

nally scheduled to come last  December 14, 2010. That was 

after my five-month sabbatical at Euntes         Formation Cen-

ter in Zamboanga City. However, I needed to go home to Ili-

gan City to attend to our eighty-seven year old-mother who 

suddenly became too weak to move by herself. I spent my 

Christmas there that made her very happy. I guess that was a 

blessing in disguise since I    haven’t gone home for quite a 

time. That was a good break for me, especially, that our place 

is by the seaside. Mother had recovered well soon enough 

that I was able to go back to Tamontaka just on time to be 

present at the Jubilee celebration of Bro. Crispin (50th year 

in Religious Life) and Bro. Pepito (25TH year in Religious 

Life) in Lagao. 

 

 The Novitiate community had given me a simple and meaningful Farewell Party.   The 

goodbye ritual was so touching. And I was so inspired and grateful for the presence of the 

Brothers and some mission partners from ND Cotabato, friends from “Bahay Maria”, mission 

partners, and religious/lay friends at the Marian Hill. Thanks to Bro. Rene and    company!  

 

 After my 12 years of stay in the novitiate, it was difficult for me to leave the place and to 

let go of all the attachments I’ve invested there for many years. Ironically, transferring to      

MAPAC has been a smooth transition. It’s just another home for me. Why? Certainly,               

because of the welcoming and friendly atmosphere that one will right away experience from 

meeting the staff, students, and mission partners. 

 

 In retrospect, it’s inspiring for me to remember that MAPAC is a dream-come-true for 

me and those who have dreamt for the establishment of it 22 years ago. How did it     happen? I 

was one of the participants in that Course for the Master of Postulants held at Marist              

International Center (MIC) in Nairobi, Kenya that commenced on the 8th of August 1988. It 

was a six-week program for the Marist Brothers pre-novitiate formators organized by the   

General Administration. At the conclusion of the Course, having inspired by the MIC set up 

which is the international post-novitiate in Africa, we made a proposal to the General              

Administration to have also an international post-novitiate in Asia. Everyone in the group was 

excited and hoping for the approval of it. Little did I know that Philippines would be the seat of 

its establishment! 

 

 At the moment, I am gradually adjusting myself to the rhythm of life here. There’s a lot 

to learn yet but I am happy and enthusiastic to learn new things. I don’t know, but it                

becomes part of my passion now…maybe trying to make up for the lost time, ha-ha-ha!  I      

believe that Life is a journey of a continuous learning and unlearning, and passing on to  others 

the wisdom that we’ve gained in the process. I look at myself here as being a                              

missionary, especially among the students, who hopefully be doing God’s mission, not mine.  

 

                                                                  - Bro. Rustico S. Lumbo, FMS 

From the  Dean...From the  Dean...From the  Dean...From the  Dean...    
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Experience with the External Experience with the External Experience with the External Experience with the External 
Students...Students...Students...Students...    

  Mabuhay (welcome) everyone! I am feeling 

a little hesitant about writing on the above matter. 

You know what? Men should not talk about nuns.  It 

seems to be a sensitive topic to write about, right? 

However, in my humble respect for the Mapac   

communication committee, I have taken a risk to 

share my new convictions and belief experiences of 

women. 

 I remembered very well, studying with reli-

gious women from different cultures was a hell. I 

encountered many         tensions with them, because 

of my cultural beliefs and the way I was raised up. 

In my culture women are treated as inferior to men, 

even though we value them for pride prizes. Their 

job is in the house and to meet 

men’s needs, wants and most 

importantly to bear children. In 

addition, they are not allowed to 

argue with or raise their voices 

at men.  

  Being screwed up by 

this mentality, I somehow 

generalized women as second 

class human    beings. How-

ever, entering into a different 

culture, my belief system on women was chal-

lenged. Asian women are totally different from 

those of Melanesia. They can argue with and raise 

their voices at men for what they think is right. 

They are more liberated, speak their minds out 

freely. During our classes some of them chal-

lenged my belief system.  I remembered very well 

that at one stage, I almost slapped one of the nuns. 

She was really in disagreement with my opinions 

in our class discussion. I said to myself: this is a 

woman, and she is doing something against my 

culture; so I was really angry and I wanted just to 

shut her mouth with my fists. I       perceived them 

as threats to my superiority as man. I was very 

firm that women should not talk against me and I 

wanted them to respect me without disagreeing. I 

hated them and I said very sarcastic words to 

them. At one stage, I argued with a sister, and I 

said; “You sisters! All of you should go to hell”. I 

was really angry and wanted even to hit one of 

them as I used to do before. I could hardly talk to 

them and I was full of tension. I was feeling so 

uncomfortable with them. However, they contin-

ued to defy my belief system and sometimes I 

threatened them with harsh words. I was confused, 

angry and did not know what to do. I was a slave 

to my beliefs and I found it hard to      accept these 

nuns. 

 However, I am grateful to the formation staff 

who pointed out to me my struggle in relating with 

women. At first I denied that I am okay with 

women, but the truth was, I hated them.  Despite 

the strong denial, I reflected and I became aware 

of how it enslaved me from relating to and accept-

ing women. So the first step I took was to undergo 

psycho-therapy. I wanted to change the way I treat 

a woman. I unveiled my beliefs and talked about 

them in the deepest part of 

my own personal past ex-

periences with women in 

my culture. From time to 

time, I slowly challenged 

my belief system. I started 

to do simple things like 

saying to myself: My be-

lief is not true, women 

have the right to say some-

thing on what they think 

and these women are not from Melanesia. So I 

started to listen more and accept them as they are.  

I started by saying “Good morning” to the sisters, 

spending time and talking to them. I started to ac-

cept them as they are and I      became aware of 

myself. I shared my stories with them and listen to 

theirs as well. At times they       disagreed with 

me, I tend to think differently such as: I am not 

always right, and their disagreements may be cor-

rect. This is the remedy for my anger. I changed 

my belief of them and accepted the reality that I 

have no right over them. 

 At this stage of formation I felt that, this is 

one of the greatest changes I experienced here at   

MAPAC; this gives me freedom of heart to listen 

and be relational to women in a positive way. This 

is like a healing experience because, my heart and 

mind  opened up to see that they have dignity and 

rights as well, to speak their mind and they are not 

inferior to men.  I become more aware of myself 

and the     negative aspect of my culture regarding 

women.  This is an internal transformation which I 

would like to nourish in my life. (More on page 8) 

            My Experience Studying with NunsMy Experience Studying with NunsMy Experience Studying with NunsMy Experience Studying with Nuns    
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 This semester saw the departure of one of our 

longest staying          residents in Br Manny Uluan,  Dean 

of Studies who came to   MAPAC in 2004. Manny        fin-

ished officially after the        October graduation but 

stayed on until the arrival of the new Dean              Br.     

Rustico in January. We          honoured both occasions 

with a meal out. Manny has been          appointed to Kida-

pawan prior to spending some time in Korea during the 

summer. 

 

 After Christmas we headed north for a couple of 

days for a holiday break at Baloy beach near Subic.         

 A restful time was enjoyed by all. 

 For Australia Day the four Brothers from the land 

of Oz combined to celebrate the occasion both liturgi-

cally and with an evening presentation of song and                       

entertainment.  

 

 Recently we had a recollection time at Alberione 

Oasis in Antipolo followed by outings to two           loca-

tions. One group went across to Corregidor Island at the 

entrance to Manila bay while    another visited the 

Oceanarium, next to Manila Hote.   

       

        by Br. Ralph Arnell, FMS 

Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...    

La Valla Fraternity 

 

What can we say about Balubad A in terms of AFA experiences? 

 

 Well, I will say that it is a placement which was populated by a number of people. Br Jong 

and I were assigned there for our AFA (Apostolic Formative Activity), every Saturday. Way back to 

last year, we were three, but after the graduation of our third year Brothers, we ended up with two. 

One of us was assigned to another AFA placement. Indeed, we were fortunate to be helped by a reli-

gious Sister who let us use the same house which she normally uses for her teaching classes.  

For our teaching, we divided the children in two groups according to their knowledge and age. So the 

little ones, 4-5 were taught by Br Jong and I taught the big ones, 6 years old and more. Our teaching 

was good. We all enjoyed very much being with these children. They are so open and friendly to us. I remembered, at the 

beginning, I had some little doubt of how I would communicate with these children. However, as the time went on, I was 

able to adjust my teaching techniques.  

I was impressed by the friendliness of some people there  especially those who lived close to our teaching place. Apart from 

our teaching, we sometime help the Sisters feeding the children as part of their programs. Anyway, I learnt many things from 

those children and I hope they also learnt few things from us during our teaching. Therefore, I will say that we all enjoyed 

very much our AFA, through our teaching, in terms of sharing and discussions together with the children.  
                                                                                                                                                               -by Br. Bonaventure, FMS (Vanuatu) 

 AFA in Balubad A 

 Bro. Gaby and I have our AFA in Malibay. This place is crowded with many 

small houses. There are many poor people living in Malibay. There is a river passing 

through it, but it is severely polluted. Therefore the air in this area is not fresh and 

pleasant. We teach English to the children in a children center every Saturday after-

noon from 1pm to 3 pm. The children center is run by the Assumption Sisters. We love 

our students very much. They are from poor families, but they are very happy and 

clever. We are often surprised by them. There is also a library near the center, which is 

open for any people in that area. There are more charity programs or help needed in 

Malibay, because there many street children there. 
                                                                                                                        -by Br. John Yang, FMS (China) 

 AFA in Malibay 
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Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...    

After about five months since the first year arrived 

and the leveling up of the former first years to being second 

years, each member of the Chanel fraternity has discovered 

lots of significant things that helped shape up the new school 

year—that especially highlighted by the graduation and even-

tually the departure of the graduates in October. 

Br. Roshan, our animator, told us in our first frat 

meeting for the second semester about the adjustments we 

would probably face as we start 

anew. He did that, not forgetting to 

acknowledge each one’s contribu-

tions in trekking the tricky undertak-

ings and rewarding successes we had 

gone through in the past term.  Yes, 

a new and challenging term. And 

that is because November to March 

of 2011 is absolutely full-packed. 

Perhaps the most significant 

transition in the frat was the election 

of the new Moderator and Bursar. 

The election ended up with a big 

break for Br. Nelson as the former and Br. Jong as 

the latter. At the same time it also became a 

thanksgiving for the generous service rendered by Br. Malang-

mei and Br. Udara as former moderator and bursar, respec-

tively. 

Then, came December. This time, according to the 

community program, we would have our Christmas “break”. I 

quoted that for there was actually an ambiguity in its meaning 

whether it would be a hectic pause or a busy rest. Either way, 

it only means activities left and right. I’d say frantic for a first-

comer like me. Say it might have been for the community as a 

whole, but it truly was a meaningful Christmas holiday. 

As for our frat, we went caroling to each of our Lay 

Partners’ [I beg to call them Lay Mission Partners] residences. 

So happy and evocative it had become that the fraternity was 

inspired by the strong family spirit and hospitality they mani-

fested. Think of it that despite their    meager living, they were 

able to offer us what Christmas was for them as Filipinos.  

A warm welcome to sincere visitors or guests was 

enough a reward for them. They needed not be told to do so. If 

it is something deeply rooted in the values of your culture, you 

just do it, right? Being a Filipino myself, I wasn’t surprised with 

that. I am sure, too, that our presence in that simple way mat-

ter to them greatly. Kudos to our Lay Mission Partners! 

The fraternity also prepared for a special liturgy for 

the Christmas Vigil [Midnight] Mass of 

the community. It was themed “New 

Birth Brings…” It was intended to be 

open ended because the fraternity be-

lieved that each had his own meaning or 

interpretation of a “new birth”. The lit-

urgy went through so beautifully in a 

one circle of Brotherhood which sym-

bolized that human race became the 

cradle in which the born Savior laid his 

life for. After the thanksgiving celebra-

tion, each fraternity proceeded to enjoy 

their own Christmas parties.  Soon after 

the holiday season, the semester resumed to its 

normal pace. 

I think, that would be all for now. Fraternity recollec-

tion and outing, I was told, has been assigned to another au-

thor. For the time being, looking forward to our Mindanao 

adventure in the summer of 2011. 

“Chanel fraternity: composed of dazzling, dashing, 

and daring Brothers. Smiling in gratefulness for God’s interven-

tion in its persistence in the seesaw of MAPaC living. Taking it 

figuratively, we’re worth no more, no less than the 

3D’s.” (Smiley please!) 

 

If there’s any objection to the last paragraph above, 

please approach the author, peacefully. (Smiley again!) 

                                                   -by Br. Mark Anthony, FMS (Philippines) 

Chanel Fratrenity 

  

  

 I would like to share with you, my experience in my AFA at L’Arche community. At L’Arche, I 

have been cleaning and washing dishes after lunch in the community since last June. For me, it was 

a little bit boring. I was wondering why I was there. What do I have to learn there? That it is my 

question. Maybe it is not because of being happy in my life working with disabled persons. It has 

been continuing until the end of last year. Finally, I solved my problem while I was reading a spiritual 

book about the L’Arche community. In the book, there is one sentence that touched my heart. It is, 

‘I walk with Ramon who is disabled, and I walk with God’. I, then, resolved my problem in my mind. 

Now I understand why I am going there, while I stay with them, I also stay with God. 

                                                                                                                                                                            
  -by Br. Ilnam, FMS (South Korea) 

 AFA in L’Arche 
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Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...Fraternity Updates...    

The community within a community  

 

Lorenzo Fraternity began the second semes-

ter with the installation of our new bursar and  

moderator who replaced Br. Nolasco Gavillan as 

bursar and Br. Raphael Fakaia as moderator.  Our 

new installed moderator was Br. Lionel Roy Arpon 

while in the position of        

Fratern ity  bursar ,                

yours truly was installed.  

The installation happens 

last December 4, 2010. A 

day after that we were 

blessed to have the Aus-

tralian students from Sa-

cred Hear College in Ade-

laide for the immersion 

program in some places 

around   Manila.  We 

really enjoyed their com-

pany and we are inspired 

by their courage to leave their country for a 

moment for the sake of bringing Christ to 

the poor in another country, even in the simplest 

thing they can do. 

Aside from the regular schedule we have, 

our Fraternity formulated a new strategy to build 

up more our relationship as a fra-

ternity so that our value of sharing 

will be an  encouragement to 

every member of the fraternity.  

We name this activity as “WALK 

AND TALK”. We do these every 1
st

 

Tuesday of the month.  This activ-

ity is in 

the form 

o f 

p r a y e r 

where each member of 

the fraternity is encour-

aged to pair with one 

Brother for around 30 

minutes of walking while 

sharing life’s story with 

each other.  This activity 

helps us to be closer to 

one another and to 

deepen our bond that 

connects with each member of our frater-

nity. Thus, it makes us respectful of each 

other that leads to building a better fraternity. 

This is our fraternity, a community within a 

community. 
                                                          -by Br. Raymund, FMS (Philippines) 

our value of our value of our value of our value of 

sharing will sharing will sharing will sharing will 

be an encour-be an encour-be an encour-be an encour-

agement to agement to agement to agement to 

every every every every     

member of member of member of member of 

the the the the     

fraternity...fraternity...fraternity...fraternity...    

Lorenzo Fraternity 

  Right now, I see how wonderful these nuns are and it’s really nice studying with them. They balance our lives. So far, I 

see them as friends and wonderful companions. I respect them as human beings and its okay if they disagree with me. I do not 

need to fight because I have changed my belief that am not always right. I would like to say: the external students (nuns) are 

roses here at Mapac. They bring many gifts and talents to share that Brothers appreciated them so much. They are like flavor 

being added to the soup to give a taste. Furthermore, I felt that I have learned from them more by developing the feminine 

side of me, to be caring, loving, sensitive, and creative and to be peaceful. 

 Thank God, I see the beauty of their presence; otherwise our classes would be boring. Their commitment to study and 

prayer encourages us to commit ourselves as well. Some of them are good exemplars. I often call them: “My Holy Sisters”   

because of their angelic appearance in their sparkling religious habits.  

 Finally, I love to see and hear many more extern students especially nuns coming to study at Mapac in the future. And 

I am convinced that they have challenged me, which leads to a positive change in my life as religious man. I now see myself as 

a new person who can help change the belief of men in my place about women as inferior species.  

 I am a wounded healer and my experience with the religious sisters from different congrega-

tions studying at Mapac is of great benefit.  

 Maraming Salamat Po  (Thank you so much) Sisters for being part of my Journey here at Ma-

pac.   

                                                                                                                                      

 
            - by Br. Raphael (Solomon  Islands)    

                                                                                                                                    

My Experience Studying with the Nuns (from page 5) 
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  Greetings to all readers. When I was 

asked to write an article about my two year         

experience  at MAPAC, I was wondering  what to 

write  because MAPAC  provided me with  many 

opportunities to learn many things, which I cannot 

forget because  it has  become part of my life. 

 

     First of all I would like to tell you about my     

experience with other cultures.  In the beginning 

when I came to MAPAC I was    thinking that my 

culture is the best, others are not. As I started to 

live with my Brothers from other cultures and nationalities I 

discovered the richness of other cultures and their values 

w h i c h 

made me 

learn new 

things in 

life. Espe-

cially it 

o p e n e d 

my eyes 

that no 

culture is 

b e t t e r 

than the 

o t h e r . 

And all 

t h e     

cultures are best and unique. So I am always grateful for this 

wonderful opportunity. 

 

     Another important thing that I experienced was 

my growth in spirituality and intellectually. I could 

see myself that         intellectually I have grown up 

more than what I expected.  I believe that it is 

because of the education that MAPAC provides 

for the student     Brothers. I enjoy studying all the       

subjects  especially  the area of theology, Church, 

religious life, morality, etc… These learning helped 

me  see  myself,  where I am and to foresee my 

future as a Marist. 

 

      Even though my mind was filling with lots of theological 

ideas of Christ, Church, life etc… there is always plenty of space 

for my spiritual life. My spiritual life is strengthened and       

enriched in many ways especially by community prayer, per-

sonal prayer, spiritual direction,       recollections, retreats and 

mass. If I elaborate      everything here there is no space for 

others to write. I would just like to  mention my experience  of 

everyday daily celebration. For me Eucharist is sharing and 

thanksgiving. Everyday after receiving the Eucharist I feel that I 

am in union with Christ and He gives me energy and strength 

to do the rest of my activities in that day. If I miss the Eucharist 

due to sickness, I feel that day is dull and I have the feelings I 

have missed something in life. Therefore I see that      MAPAC 

fills the needs of Brothers intellectually and spiritually and 

helps them to discover more in their life. I could say     MAPAC 

is an ideal place for Marist Brothers to guide them in their jour-

ney of life as it did to me.   

                                                                   -by Br. Antonysamy, FMS (India) 

Mapac Experience...Mapac Experience...Mapac Experience...Mapac Experience...    

My spiritual life is My spiritual life is My spiritual life is My spiritual life is 
strengthened and strengthened and strengthened and strengthened and 
enriched in many enriched in many enriched in many enriched in many 
ways especially by ways especially by ways especially by ways especially by 
community prayer, community prayer, community prayer, community prayer, 
personal prayer, personal prayer, personal prayer, personal prayer, 
spiritual direction, spiritual direction, spiritual direction, spiritual direction, 
recollections, re-recollections, re-recollections, re-recollections, re-
treats and Masstreats and Masstreats and Masstreats and Mass.  

Do not be Discouraged but be FaithfulDo not be Discouraged but be FaithfulDo not be Discouraged but be FaithfulDo not be Discouraged but be Faithful    
 Thank God it’s Saturday; thank God it’s AFA. These are the words that are often 

heard in the mornings of Saturday. They are well recited with so much feeling and expres-

sions. We proclaim that because we know that we are expected, wanted and are most 

needed at various places. Unless we have a very genuine reason, we adhere to the Apos-

tolic Formative Activity [AFA] program. Most of us take several rides before we reach our 

placements while some simply walk over. The nature of our undertakings also differs; the 

bottom line is, we all place ourselves at the service of others. 

I usually go to ‘Balubad B’ alongside with Br. Maq-maq. He takes charge of the small chil-

dren on the streets with his eloquent Filipino national language [Tagalog] while I spend 

some time with the bigger children. Despite the frequent movement of people, motorcy-

cles and door to door sales, Br. Maq-maq is so courageous. His children are lively and they 

are keen to learn. They always run to us as we walk through the streets.  

 My students are encouraging also. Even though communication is sometimes hard since I am a Papua New Gui-

nean, we try as much as possible to understand each other. They usually respect me more than I expect. Not only them 

but their parents, too. Therefore, Br. Maq-maq and I hardly say; ‘Oh Balubad again’ when it comes to Saturday morning.                   

                                                                                                                                                       - by Br. Robert (Papua New Guinea) 

 AFA in Balubad B 
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 Br. Robert Ek 

International Living...International Living...International Living...International Living...    
Nowadays, many religious people live in an interna-

tional community as missionaries  and students.  How do you 

figure this out?  I am living in MAPAC with 29 Brothers who 

belong to 13 different nationalities.   When I went to MAPAC, I 

was worried about living in an         international community, 

but I am happy and satisfied now.  The 3 main reasons are: a 

sense of mission, understanding and communication. 

Firstly, a sense of mission is most important.  In the Bible, 

Jesus said "The first commandment is this: You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 

strength.  The second commend is this: 'You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.   I believe that God sent me 

here to become aware of God and loving Brothers.  

This is my first mission.  Second mission is to study 

because MAPAC is a school.   If so, how do I keep a 

sense of mission?   I try to answer this by asking my-

self these questions: Who am I?  Why am I living 

here?  What do I want and need?  What does God want of 

me?  etc..   These questions give me a strong sense of  mission 

in my heart and reflected about in my personal prayer.  

Secondly, understanding is very important.  I have to help 

Brothers to trust me.  For example, if I put some sugar in the 

water, it will be a sugar water and if I put some salt in the wa-

ter, it will be a salt water.  It is an amazing ability which water 

has.   Water can be changed, but water’s real nature cannot be 

changed.  So water can keep all living creatures alive.  If water 

cannot be changed, its real nature supports all creatures.  This 

is the water.   Living in an international community is that I am 

like water modified.  Because we have all different back 

grounds, cultures and life styles.   I have to think, not only am I 

right, but so are the other Brothers.  If we do not think like 

that, I have relational problems with my Brothers. 

Lastly, communication is also very important.  Living in an 

international community is not easy because we communicate 

in several ways.    I communicate through words and body 

language by using gestures and changing facial expressions.   If 

I communicate well, Brothers will understand exactly what I 

mean.   However, if there is a problem in communication, oth-

ers will get the wrong message.   Surprisingly, nonverbal com-

munication often causes the most communication problems 

between Brothers of different cultures.  For example, before I 

went to the Philippines, I     studied English, so I did 

not worry about communication very much.  When I 

first met the Brothers, I made a bow to Brothers but 

they step forward to shake hands.  I thought, they 

ignored my bow.   I loudly laughed to hide my embar-

rassment.  They turn back and laughed and then 

there was silence.   I thought they were ignoring me.   

It was not true, they did not ignore me.  They also 

tried to hide their embarrassment.   It is a common 

situation in the international community, so we have 

to     accept that we have communication problems and we do 

not want to hurt anybody.  

In conclusion, living in an international community is very 

important; there is a sense of mission, understanding and              

communication.  In my opinion, living in an international    

community is a big challenge because we are all different but 

fortunately we do not have only differences but we also have 

something in common: God and 

Marist Brothers.  We have the same 

common awareness.  I believe that 

living in an international community 

is a good opportunity to grow myself 

and this opportunity is from God.  

          - by Br. Gabriel (South Korea) 

‘An attempt to build humanity with every block we pile one upon 
the other’ 

 I am privileged to write few words about the    apostolate we do in Payatas on  behalf of    Brothers who go 
there. It has been a realization of experiencing the love of God in our lives through each and every person we have so far 
come across and through every deed we have done in Payatas. Though the place called Payatas is filled with poor people, 
the life and happiness found in their lives are sky high. How will you answer if someone asks you whether God favors the 
poor? I would say in confidence “Yes”. What do you think of a poor   person is? My understanding is that a poor person in 
the sight of Lord Jesus is someone who is high in spirit and shows it in every deed he does. This is what we see in the 

lives of the people in Payatas  Yes, the spirit  overflows in every moment of their lives. They don’t have a proper place to live in  but do have a hope 
which is bigger than the house of a rich man who accumulates wealth in improper way; they don’t have enough to eat, but do have the strength which 
is much more than that of a rich man who has no concern for poor; they don’t have plenty of money, but what they do have is the   honesty which is 
rarely found in the lives of those whose aim in life is to get richer by deceiving   others. I don’t want to criticize all the rich here but just want to con-
vince those who either tend to marginalize or reject the poor society that the poor have more richness in their lives than the rich who find it hard to 
follow the path of God. However God favors the poor and wants to be very much part of their lives and gives them hope for a bright future and cour-
age to face the challenges and difficulties in their lives. Though they go through a lot of   hardship due to a poor living condition, tomorrow might be 
theirs as God is always on their side  This is what becomes a blessing to all those who are called poor, especially those who are in Payatas. Though it 
has been less than a year since we,  (Bros Rafael, Ben and I), started our journey towards Payatas, it has given us an experience which will enlighten 
and enrich our lives forever and will be remembered till the end of our lives. We would like to express our gratitude to those who support and guide 
us in this apostolate. Thank you very much .                                                                           - by Br. Darvin (India)         

 AFA in Payatas 

Fortunately 
we do not 
have only 
differences.  
We also 
have some-
thing in 
common... 
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 On Saturdays at 10 o’clock a.m., two wild bikers go for     apostolic 

mission. These two young men are  Brothers          Malangmei and Roy. They 

do catechism to both elementary and secondary girls’ students at St. Maria 

de Mattias Orphanage at Ipil Street run by the Adorers of the Blood of 

Christ Sisters.  While others take tricycles, jeepneys, FX or trains, these two 

take their bikes to the orphanage nearby carrying with them  their teaching 

stuff under the heat of the sun.  They teach catechism to these young ladies 

who are eager to learn  for their better future. Indeed, these two young bik-

ers touch the hearts of these young ladies and instill in them that God loves  

each and everyone of them and inspire them to become reliable citizens of the society. The Adorers Sisters and 

the Brothers are teaming up to ensure the possibility of success on this particular mission. May they continue to 

work together in helping these young girls not only to become good Christians but also agents of God’s love in   

society.                

                                                                                                                                                                         - by Br. Roy, FMS (Philippines) 

 AFA at Girls’ Hostel 

10101010    By Br. Noynoy Sisneros 

Sports Updates...Sports Updates...Sports Updates...Sports Updates...    
 As part of the ‘on-going’ program of Physical Educa-
tion (PE),     I believe that many of the early Brothers and per-
haps all of us now still find it a means to create the atmos-
phere of being one, no matter what. At the same time, it can 
create a moment of   happiness      regardless of the idea of 
being competitive but more on sharing our skills. This might 
help to widen the range of skills of an individual Brother once he finishes 
here.  
 Living in an international community 
like MAPAC, is a wonderful experience indeed, 
because everyone has to share his talents and 
skills especially for those who know the rules in 
general, of a particular game.   
 Here in MAPAC, we have our four main-
stream games that still   continue throughout the 
two       semesters. These include basketball, 
volleyball,   soccer and rugby.  We do play these games on Mondays after-
noon. Other games are   optional, which include badminton, tennis, aero-
bics, cricket and swimming which are scheduled during the week as well. 

Since we come from different national backgrounds with mixed 
skills in several sports, it is most appropriate for each Brother 
to choose his preferred option in other games. So, the process 
of adjustment is always the starting point for each of us.  
 Fortunately, sport is something that enriches the 
Brothers’ interests especially in times of excessive commitment 

regarding the academic side.  
  For the last few weeks it has been an 
exciting time for everyone. This is because we 
formed our own teams among ourselves, A and 
B. We have friendly games according to our four 
mainstream games only. One of the new games 
is athletics. It is an inspiring sport for everyone 
just like other games; we also participate in the 
relay running.  
 Finally, with a full anticipation of our 

new arrival first year group, no doubt, that they will bring more new ideas 
and hopefully promote the spirit of sportsmanship.   
                                                                    -by Br. Amberoti , FMS (Kiribati) 

I don’t have any idea how the first group of Brothers gave the name “BALUBAD C” in the area where I 
am doing my AFA for almost two semesters now. Anyway, it was not in my mind to conduct a survey or to make a 
research about the history of their apostolate in Balubad C due to limited space allotted us here.   

Currently, there are two of us assigned in this area this semester, Bros. Ueani and yours truly (Noy-

noy). We are involved with the children in the area. Most of them are small kids ranging from 4 to 12 years of age. 

We    meet them every Saturday morning.   We teach them catechism, simple Math and English. We organize 

games, dancing, singing, etc. Their number is not fixed since they just come and go. If they want to come they 

come, if not, well they won’t come. Surprisingly, we have children every Saturday and there are faithful children 

attending the class. Lots of fun and enjoyment with them and sometime trouble within the group. Kids are kids. - 

                                                                                                                  -  by Br. Jonnel (Noynoy), FMS (Philippines) 

Sport is some-Sport is some-Sport is some-Sport is some-
thing that en-thing that en-thing that en-thing that en-
riches the riches the riches the riches the 
Brothers’ inter-Brothers’ inter-Brothers’ inter-Brothers’ inter-
ests ...ests ...ests ...ests ...    

AFA in Balubad C 
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Mapac Experience...Mapac Experience...Mapac Experience...Mapac Experience...    

A year experience at MAPAC 

  

 This time has been a time of richness 

and growth for me, a great deal. I am privileged 

to be a part of this formation program. I have 

grown in my self-knowledge and in a sense my 

understanding about the life and vocation as a 

Marist Brother has been enriched. As a person I 

have come to know and love the person deep 

with in me.  My self confidence and confidence in 

my confreres has increased too. I 

have encountered the opportunities 

and challenges which brought me to 

a sense of growth and to know my 

potential and weaknesses as a per-

son. Now I wish to share, a long for-

gotten reflection of mine, from few 

years ago. It is the same old experi-

ence based on    

 continuum.  

 

 

Mission is calling you! 

Mission to make contact with yourself 

Mission to face the realities of life and death 

 Mission! Yours and mine! 

 

Mission! To awaken the life deep within. 

Awaken the life’s zeal among the youth 

Bringing God to the needy, as a gift. 

Mission! To fight a good fight 

Leaving the outcome to the One 

Who invites us to participate in the race. 

Put all you have, at stake 

And win the unknown and unseen! 

 

Mission is calling you and me 

To confront the evil in me and you 

Then, to diminish the darkness and ignorance 

 

The mission is mine and the mission is thine 

With the zeal of Mary and Champagnat 

 

 

 

The mission to serve 

Mission is calling you and me! 

We chose life; together we will do more, 

To bring life to richness, in the longing souls 

Personal and communal, mission! 

The mission is calling you and me! 

 

To be like Mary and Champagnat 

Serving the other in need 

Discerning, contemplating, taking action 

Taking strength from each other 

Living like a mother to (for) others 

 

Mission is calling you and me! 

Be aware of yourself, you are called to transcend the limita-

tions and fears! 

To bring union among the strayed ones, 

And to become mediators 

The mission is calling you and me! 

 
                                                    -by Br. Biniamin Masih, FMS (Pakistan) 

Dedicated to Walter Michael Smith, FMS 

 
 

 Love and joy are met under  one shelter. Every Saturday had been interesting for 
Nelson, Raymund and me. We leave MAPAC at 7.30 am and reach the place around 8.15 a.m. 
The time we reach the place makes faces blooming. As soon as children see us they shout  
Brothers or Kuya (elder brother)”. Compared to our lives and those of the children, we have 
one thing is common, that is, as soon as we see the visitors or a known person we shout 
“Hey we have new people today”. The feeling of happiness and joy maybe experienced from 
children and us. Before we start something we don’t miss to meet them and say “Hello” to 
them. The children’s ages range from a few months after birth up to 7 years. The time that 
we spend with children is life-giving to both sides. Nelson goes with Sisters to teach cate-

chism. We two remain with the children. These few hours are sort of a challenge to help us in our personal growth. Some days we 
look after the children, feed them or wash their clothes. Running with them, carrying them, and talking with my broken Tagalog fill 
those few hours. Each time we leave the place we learn something new from them and we find peace in ourselves. Personally, it has 
been a great time to work with Nelson and Raymund in the “Home of Love”. Jesus tells us: Love your neighbor as I have loved you. 
                                                                                                                                                                         - by Br. Udara, FMS (Sri Lanka) 

 AFA in Home of Love 
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The New Dean...The New Dean...The New Dean...The New Dean...    
  What more can be said? 
 
  The task of introducing someone is, for me, a bit 
difficult. I have to be accurate enough in way that I will 
not mislead people to another personality. Moreover, the 
person I am introducing to you now was my Novice    
Director.  
 
 Bro. Rustico Lumbo, FMS, fondly called by some 
Brothers ‘Papang’, is the new member of the MAPAC 
community. He arrived at MAPAC on the 14th of       
January this year. Currently, he is our dean of studies.  
For him, being assigned in MAPAC is an opportunity to 
broaden his experience and at the same time a            
challenging mission. Indeed, being assigned here which is 
also a Formation House for the young Brothers    coming 
from across Asia and Pacific, is not only an    opportunity 
for him but also for us Brothers considering his long    
experience of working in the formation of Brothers. 
 
  Br. Rustico has just finished his Sabbatical at 
Euntes in Zamboanga City for five months before       
joining MAPAC. Prior to that was his long experience 
being in the different formation houses in the             
Philippines from the Aspirancy House to the Novitiate. 
Perhaps, his assignment in MAPAC is a completion of his 
Formation work. 
 
 Back in time, he took his Final Vows when he was 
a young man at the age of 27. After which, he was       
assigned as the school head of Notre Dame of Jolo High 
School in the island  of Sulu. He was also once involved 
in the Vocation Promotion and he also attended          
Formators’ Course in Nairobi, Kenya and in Valpre, 
France before his assignment in Tamontaka, our         
Novitiate House. 
 
 His assignment in the Novitiate lasted for twelve 
(12) long years. For a year he was the Community       
Director and the remaining eleven years was spent as the 
Novice Director. Obviously, this was his longest          
assignment as a religious Brother, helping young men to 
discover themselves and their God in their life journey. 
 
 Hopefully as we journey together in this          
community, we will find out more about Br. Rustico and, 
thus, know him better. And I believe that his arrival in 
MAPAC will add new life to the already lively            
community!    
                                                                        -by Br.  Dionesio (Jong), FMS (Philippines) 

MY FIRST IMPRESSION  OF MAPAC 

  

 My first impression of MAPAC is on the at-

mosphere and landscape. It is such a beautiful and 

peaceful place. There are many plants, shrubs and 

trees around the campus. The atmosphere is so re-

freshing. We even can hear the bird singing, and can 

feel the dancing of the leaves in the wind. 

 The teachers here are very professional. 

They really help us to broaden our knowledge not 

only the subjects, but also on many other aspects of 

life. I really appreciate their method of teaching. The 

teachers motivate us to study and show that they 

respect the students. They challenge us always to 

give of our 

best. At all 

times I really 

feel free to ask 

questions and 

to express my 

opinions. Fur-

thermore, the 

Brothers are 

very friendly 

and kind. In-

side the class, 

they are our 

teachers, but outside they are our brothers, our 

friends.  Yes, there is no distance between the 

teacher and the students here. Indeed, I really feel at 

home when I study there. I enjoy the holistic forma-

tion provided in this wonderful environment. Yes, 

studying there helps me to grow in all aspects of life - 

intellectual, psychological, physical, social, and spiri-

tual.  

 
                                                                – by Sr. Theresa, ACI (Vietnam) 

 

Br. Rustico at work in his office. 
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From Here to There for our Outing 
     by Ueanimatang Kimaere (Kiribati) 

 
 What a memorable and unforgettable            experience we had for 
our outing at HundredIslands. Yes, we, the Lorenzo fraternity had the won-
derful opportunity to experience life out there or     perhaps to see such a          
different lifestyle living there in the    Covelandia Resort. I use this means to 
share it with you. 
 It was the 29th of December when we left at about 5 o’clock in the 
morning and came back at night before the New Year. Our experiences and 
encounters there were full of color. It was really fun and an enjoyable time 
for us as we played, swam, and of course sang as well as some of us were        
entertaining the group by    dancing on different stages in front of our room 
which is the last room of the block where we stayed.  
 We were really enjoying our time there despite the   tiredness we 

had from our long journey about 6 hours with our van. The next day we went out for our boating excursion to explore the hundred islands which was 
about 3 hours sitting on the boat. When the time came for us for our social you would be very surprised to see how the real love and brotherhood we 
have for each one showed itself in one way or another. If you want to talk, people will be available and if you are too drained from       conversation 
they will just be around. Not only that, but to be able to sit down as well and unwind gradually. 
  I want also to highlight some of the experiences which I think they really make our days there special as well. You might find it    difficult or 
perhaps    challenging, but all I can say is that was really fun for me. Yes, there were feelings of discomfort in terms of how we slept,   because the 
room where we stayed has two rooms; so with six in each room and with four beds we shared two by two. Just    imagine about that isn’t that very 
nice to see how we brothers live together as one. 
Anyway, I hope you can guess the most obvious one. Just to give a clue on that arena, because in time of sleep I was really stunned, because it 
seemed that it was the time to showcase which kind of model of generator a brother has that can make such a unique sound.  
 Apart from that, when we were there at the hundred islands, we slowly passed some of the islands and eventually we stopped at one island 
for a swim. As some of us swam across the other island we were surprise to see that it was one of the options beside the resort where we stayed. 
There were many people there, but what really stood out for me was seeing men going around on their canoes selling ice-cream, snacks and so forth. 
It was really interesting to see how creative these people are. 

I want to finish off this by pointing out as well one of the exciting moments where we swam and forgot about our life jackets. What happened then, 

while we were in the open passage one boat approaching us and told us to go back, but we told them that our life jackets were there on the other 

island. As soon as they left, we continued on, to reach the spot where the others were, and from there we continued on again. 

Outiong...Outiong...Outiong...Outiong...    
LorenzoFraternity 

 
 
 My AFA place is a very special and a very tiresome place. 
 After breakfast, I went out and took a tricycle, FX (a kind of public transportation), LRT (a train), and a bus. Almost all kinds of transpor-
tations and long journeys brought me to White Cross, an orphanage which is my destination. When I arrived there, I was hoping that I would not 
have many troubles. Br. Antony is my companion since we have started our AFA. We have been assigned to Holy Angel ward where there are around 
18 babies, who are from one to two years old. When I entered the room, I greeted all the babies. Amazingly, some of them remembered me and 
smiled at me. They might be very smart. I patted their hair and tapped their backs. It is usually breakfast time, so we feed them. If you have any 
experience in feeding babies, you may have the same experiences that I have. Once I was imagining that I am like a mother bird, and I have many 
babies in the nest. When I feed them, the babies are opening their mouth as wide as they can, like a small bird. They seemed not to chew but just 
swallowed it and asked me for more. They looked very lovely and cute. 
 However, the most difficult time did not start yet. It used to be a playing time. Most of the time, babies are spending their time in the 
cradle, but when we are there, the care-takers  allow us to take the babies outside of the room. There is a corridor where the babies usually play. 
Today, Br. Antony was bringing babies outside and letting them play with their toys. There are twins who are crying babies. One of them was riding 
a toy auto-bicycle, of course, which is not working automatically. While she is on the auto-bicycle, other babies are pulling and pushing it. She might 
be angry about that. She is just one year old baby so she cannot say “Excuse me; I don’t like what you do. Please stop pulling me!”, but she just 
starts crying.       Please proceed to next page... 

 AFA in White Cross 
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Outing...Outing...Outing...Outing...    

“Great and Exciting”.  
Hello Dear Friends in Christ and Mary. 
It’s my pleasure to write about our Chanel Fraternity’s 
outings which took place last year in October and Decem-
ber.  The outing was one of the greatest and most exciting 
events here in Mapac apart from academics and spiritual formation. 
Summer capital of the Philippines, a cold and graceful city blended with 
beautiful colors of nature was our first outing last year on 25th-28th   
October. It took us 6-7 hours by car to reach Baguio city from Mapac. 
Basically we have done two 
things out there. The first event 
was Recollection at Mirador, a 
retreat house of the Jesuits. By 
25th afternoon itself we started 
our recollection and finished 
before lunch the following day. 
Based on the experiences of the 
Brothers our recollection was  
successful and meaningful. The 
main focus of our Recollection 
was “Personal Life Plan”.  Sec-
ondly; we visited all the famous 
tourist sites of Baguio City, like 
the Strawberry farm, Burnham 
Park,          Philippine Military 
Academy, Botanical Garden, Camp John Hay, Mines View Park, the Living 
Water and the Cathedral. For me, going up to the Baguio City reminded me 
of home since I came from a cold mountainous region.  The cold climate, 
mist, fog and the cold wind forced me to wear thick clothes to keep me 
warm, especially at night. We,  the Chanel Fraternity Brothers, had a good 
time and we have unforgettable memories of the Summer Capital of the 
Philippines. We love you and missed you-----Baguio City. 
Since I came from a mountainous region, you know going to the sea is 

always thrilling and exciting for me. As a child I haven’t 
seen the wide sea before coming down to south India. 
That‘s why it was always full of wonders and fun for me to 
see such a wide sea; not only fun but also very scary too. I 
took a minute to say to myself wow….! What a wonderful 

sea? We left Mapac on 26th at 7.30am. We stayed in a resort. As we 
reached we took a short rest and then explored the resort. In the resort 
there were live bands and many other   activities to entertain the tourists 
or   visitors in the resort. The resort’s landscape is very good just on the 

sea shore. The     following day 
we started our journey towards 
famous      Hundred Islands by 
boat. We hired two boats and it 
took  almost one and half hours 
to reach the Hundred Islands, a 
total of  3 hour boat ride (to and 
fro). My experience of going 
there was unforgettable and 
most exciting. I was personally 
very thrilled; at the same time I 
was scared too when our boats 
were running up and down along 
with the waves. What a wonder-
ful experience we had, taking 
pictures and swimming on the 

beach of       Hundred Islands.  
 We all enjoyed the beautiful small islands. We stayed there for 
an hour and then we headed back to the resort. We had a grand social that 
night. The following day, that’s on 28th December we left the place and 
headed back to Marikina.  
                 What a wonderful memories!!! 
                                                             -by Br. Malangmei, FMS (India) 

it was always full of 

wonders and fun for 

me to see such a 

huge sea... 

Chanel Fraternity 

Continued from previous page... 
  
 Other babies, of course, are also one year old babies. They don’t care whether other babies are crying. 
They just do what they want. Anyway, she starts crying, so I let the other babies go away but some other ones 
come and pull it again so she cries again. I think that she cried for almost half an hour. Finally the care-taker 
stopped her from crying. This is the most difficult part of my AFA.  I carry the babies to stop them from crying. 
Sometimes the babies will cry more often because they want to be carried. There was a baby boy whom I used to 
walk with. One day I realized that this boy was so attached to me.  When I am there, he started crying and asking 
me to walk with him. When I brought him back and I went out for my lunch, he cried so much because of my ab-
sence. At that time, a care-taker told me, “Brother, you spoil this baby”. Of course, I did. It is a dilemma. I don’t like 
to see babies crying, but I also don’t want to spoil the babies, which means they are using their crying to obtain 

their needs. They are arch manipulators. In this moment, I am hoping our God is a Mother who has a thousand breasts and hands so that all the 
babies are satisfied with her breast milk and her motherly care. On the other hand, St. Teresa of Avila said, Christ has no body but yours. I am 
hoping we become the hands and feet of Christ and more people will join his mission. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        -by Br. Paul, FMS (South Korea) 
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Recollection...Recollection...Recollection...Recollection...    
Lorenzo Fraternity 

 
“Joining Together as Community” 

 
 The Lorenzo Fraternity had a recollection last January 15 – 16, 2011. The place we chose was quite far yet very conducive 
place for this kind of activity.  The place is the Jesuit Retreat House and Spirituality Center in Novaliches, Quezon City. The recollection 
started in the afternoon  with an orientation given by the retreat house staff member. Then  our Liturgy Committee  members took 
over to initiate and facilitate our activity. The recollection lasted until Sunday after lunch. Everybody had significant time on their own, 
taking all the opportunities to be with their God in the silence and inner spaces of their hearts. The committee composed of Chairman 
Gabriel and his member, Roy, our moderator and John H. our animator; They led us to reflect on the theme of our recollection and how 
to live in the fraternity. The time and the atmosphere made the event more meaningful because of the cool and favorable weather.   
  
 Saturday night ended up with the individ-
ual reflection and personal discernment. The com-
mittee introduced another activity. They called it 
“Pray and Play” in line with our theme.  As a com-
munity we shared our abilities and qualities,  ex-
pressing the spirit of fraternity and brotherhood. 
The first activity was passing the ball made out of 
newspapers. We used two balls, one was small and 
the other big. The second activity was cutting the 
figures of human beings and putting them in a tree 
which the committee had chosen.  Each Brother 
must have an idea why and how come he put him-
self in the tree of the fraternity. The significance 
and capacity of each one was shown in the frater-
nity tree; some put it at the top, others at the side 
or down and even in the branches and among 
leaves. When we were reflecting about it we found 
out the quality of our Brothers and we  respected, accepted and understood them. Each one gave his recommendations and sugges-
tions to help each other in their anxieties and problems within the context of community living.  It was a sign of living in unity and har-
mony.  The last activity was an individual view or notion where each one identified the positions of his Brothers in the Fraternity tree. 
This activity signified the capacity of each one to see and understand how the fraternity functioned this year. After the meal, the fra-
ternity had the last session to synthesize the whole recollection through sharing the experiences and insights. Everyone willingly and 
voluntarily shared their unforgettable moments during this recollection.  The presence of God was acknowledged and the reason of it 
all. To be with your God and to be aware of his presence in time of silence and being aware of the  presence of fellow Brothers united in 
prayer is the best way I can describe this recollection. For me this was one of the greatest times to discern and reflect in our lives and 
our living in fraternity.  We had a successful gathering because each of us acknowledged the presence of God. All the Brothers had 
their beautiful and meaningful insight in bringing all their experiences of God. The symbols and signs shared emphasized the meaning of 
our experiences in recollection which made it more successful. As far as I can remember some brought stones, leaves, branches, 
flowers, plants and I didn’t bring anything. The darkness was my symbol, so I let them close their eyes and imagine what I saw.  
 
 Above all, this recollection was great because of the active participation of each one. I am grateful, on behalf of my fraternity 
in allowing us to do this recollection outside MAPAC. And we hope that the next recollection will provide us with similar experiences in a 
different place and time.  
 
                             -by Br. Nolasco (Cocoy), FMS (Philippines) 
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Recollection…Recollection…Recollection…Recollection…    

 On October 25, 2010 at exactly 2:00 O’clock in the afternoon it was heavily raining and visibility was poor 

when Chanel Fraternity arrived at the summer capital of the Philippines which is called Baguio City. We stayed at 

the Mirador Jesuit Villa, Retreat House, on Mirador Hill. We were on the top of the mountain having a bird’s eye 

view of the city of Baguio. It has a labyrinth in front of the house and has its beautiful landscaping featuring a fish 

pond and flower garden. During the night the Chanel Brothers enjoyed staring at the gleaming lights 

of the city. 

 

  It is a privilege for me to write about my recollection experiences in Baguio. The place and 

time was very appropriate for me to have the space to spend with my Lord. Actually the theme of 

our recollection was “The Sacred Ripples”. We came up with this theme as we reflect on how we 

make ripples of goodness to each other in the community. How does my faith influence my brothers 

in the community? The recollection was very helpful for me to recall my weaknesses and strengths 

in living in a multi-cultural community. I found myself in solitude in this recollection. As Henry Nou-

wen mentions in his book entitled “The Only Necessary Thing”: Solitude begins with a time and 

place for God and God alone. In solitude we encounter not only God but also our true self. Yes, the 

Baguio recollection experience was very significant for me because of the place and time I spent 

with my God, which was very truthful. The focus of my recollection was a review of my personal life 

plan on what I didn’t do and what I needed to do for the future particularly in my spiritual life as a 

Marist Brother in formation. It is important for me to have a quiet time in the absence of distur-

bances like working on assignments and tasks in community. I found again the treasure on the top 

of the mountain in Baguio. That is why, I long for the silence and prayer that will keep me digging in 

the midst of my study life at MAPAC. I said truthful because the silence and prayer I spent in Baguio is enough to 

put myself in solitude with my God. In this recollection I found the answer I needed for myself, GOD ALONE IS 

ENOUGH or SOLO DIOS BASTA* in my life. While I was sitting down overlooking at the view of Baguio and think-

ing only God, I feel the joy and peace within me. I felt the cold air that touches my skin and breathed the less pol-

luted air that I enjoy in inhaling and exhaling. I said to myself, thank you Lord for your  creation, and for all those 

who made an effort to go to Baguio for the recollection and outing possible.  Mabuhay!!! 

         

                                  - by Br. Nelson, fms (Philippines) 

*Chavacano expression from his native dialect in Zamboanga. 
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Chanel Fraternity 
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Insider’s Corner...Insider’s Corner...Insider’s Corner...Insider’s Corner...    

The Mindanao visit every two years in summer has been part of 
the MAPAC program for quite some time.  This visit gives the  non-Filipino student Brothers the opportu-
nity to see most of the communities and schools of the Philippine sector before they go back to their re-
spective countries after their MAPAC formative experience. 
 
For school year 2010 – 2011, the schedule is as follows: 
 
March 14 – departure from Marikina for Marbel 
March 15 a.m. – Orientation on a weeklong Immersion at Lake Sebu’ and Tiboli town’s poor areas. 
 March 15 p.m. -  NDMU welcome activities 
March 16 – 24 -  Immersion days 
March 25 -  attendance at NDMU college graduation 
March 26         -  Immersion debriefing 
March 28 -  overnight visit of Tamontaka novitiate 
March 29 -  a day’s visit of Kidapawan community 
March 30 -  a day’s visit of Brothers’ communities in GenSan areas 
April 1 – 2 -  community outing in Lake Sebu 
April 4 – 14 -  module class on Catechetics with Br. Briccio Baynosa, fms. 
April 14 p.m. -  farewell and thanksgiving meal for NDMU Brothers and personnel 
April 15 – 16 -  community outing in Glan, Sarangani Province 
April 18 – 23 -  Holy Week - Filipino student Brothers’ home visit 
April 24 -  departure for Malaybalay, Bukidnon via Davao City 
April 24 – 30   -  Directed retreat at Jesuit Retreat House in Malaybalay City 
May 1  -  return to Marikina from Cagayan de Oro   
 
 The staff Brothers who will be in Marbel but will arrive and leave at      different dates are the fol-
lowing:  Br. Romy, Br. Roshan, Br. John and Br. Peter Rodney, the new rector.  Br. Rustico will be with 
the community at GenSan outing but will leave for home visit after the overnight outing.  He will rejoin 
with the     community for  Malaybalay retreat. 
 
Other Matters 

1. March 4 – farewell program for Br. Des. 

2. March 8 – Br. Robert Badior, our English tutor, returns to Sydney. 

3. March 10 – Br. Peter Rodney, our new Rector, arrives at MAPAC. 
                         Br. Romy leaves for Marbel. 
4.   April 1  -   Br. Des leaves MAPAC for Australia. 
4.   May 6-17 - Fr. Edgar Javier, SVD’s course on Inter-religious Dialogue at  MAPAC. 
5. May 23 -  arrival of incoming first year student Brothers (18-20 of them) begins.   
 
  ============================================================================= 
 
 THANK YOU Br. Robert for patiently sitting with us in helping us with our assignment particularly in our 
mastering the English language.  We thank Br. Robert also for his time with the different Brothers who 
authored the different articles in this issue of the newsletter. (This is Br. Robert’s second assignment at 
MAPAC.  He was also with us during the second semester of school year 2009-2010.  His new assign-
ment will be at St. Joseph College, Hunters Hill, Sydney).    
 

MAPAC Brothers visit MINDANAO! 


