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 Today, a child was brought to Marcellin 

by the local social workers. The bright eyed 

Gerald ( not his real name) manifested a unique 

intelligence and an active curiosity about the 

world and people around him. It was both sad 

and difficult to understand that his childhood 

is marked by so much rejection; parents were 

nowhere to be found, relatives did not want 

anything to do with his wellbeing, care givers 

found his behaviour undesirable.  

 Marcellin Foundation was founded to 

help children like Gerald  get over the trauma 

they have experienced in their childhood, whether such trauma is 

caused by poverty, complete neglect and abandonment, or situa-

tions that have caused them to come in contact with the justice 

system.  

 This issue of the Marcellinews will show some of the ef-

forts that Marcellin is doing for the children at risk (CAR) and chil-

dren in conflict with the law (CICL).  The children’s  success sto-

ries  will eventually benefit the future communities where these 

young men will live. 

 We are fortunate that our many  friends and benefactors 

have seen our mission to help children and have come to their 

support. Without them, our efforts would have been more difficult. 

For this we are grateful. 

 

 “Many years from now it will not matter what  
my worldly possession had been.  

What will matter is that  
I was important  ...in the life of a child.”  

(Roy B. Zuck) 
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Child Watch: 
 

69 cases of child 
labor being 

served by the 
Brgy. Council of  
Brgy. Bula, Gen-
eral Santos City 

Child Watch: 
 

18 girls at risk  
attended to at 
Maria Goretti 
Home for the 

Girls 

Child Watch: 
 

41 minors (boys) 
incarcerated  at 
the Lanton city 

jail,  General 
Santos  City 

Child Watch: 
 

45 children at 
risk sheltered at 
Marcellin Home 

What’s in this issue: 
 
 Strategic Planning 

(p.2) 

 Empowering Youth 
Leaders (p.2) 

 Advocating Care for 
the Earth (p.3) 

 Harnessing Creativ-
ity Through Arts 
(p.3) 

 Capacity Building 
for Marcellin Staff 
(p.3) 

 TESDA NC-2 Passers 
(p.3) 

 Feature Story:  (p.4) 
“My Father’s Favorites” 



 Last Sept. 18-21, 

2012, the Board of 

Trustees, selected 

staff, and volunteers of 

Marcellin Foundation 

had the Strategic Plan-

n i n g  W o r k s h o p . 

VLAAMS International 

C e n t r u m  ( V I C ) ,  

through its Program 

Officer Pieter Thys, 

contracted MASAI, an 

NGO based in Luzon to 

facilitate the strategic 

planning workshop. 

 There were areas 

that were improved 

based on the reflection 

of the group and the 

nature of the current 

involvement of the 

Found at i on .  B ro . 

Crispin P. Betita, FMS, 

the Founder and Ex-

ecutive Director of 

Marcellin Foundation, 

emphasized that the 

focus of Marcellin is 

still for the Children 

whom no one would 

want to care for espe-

cially the Children in 

Conflict with the Law 

(CICL) and the Children 

at Risk( CAR).  

  Priority of the out-

put of the planning was 

the revision of the vision  

and mission statement 

and the goals of the 

foundation.   The need of  

organizing a  Manage-

ment Committee (Man 

Com) which primary task 

is to help the Executive 

Director in the imple-

mentation of the differ-

ent plans of the various 

programs and services in 

the next five years  was 

highlighted. 

SCALING UP:  STRATEGIC PLANNING WORKSHOP 

 The participants  

elected their officers to 

represent KK in General 

Santos City. Ms. Fely 

Jaque, assured that she 

would facilitate with the  

DILG  their  accredita-

tion as GSC KK Officers.  

Phillip S. Sutor, the 

elected President from 

Barangay Ligaya ar-

ranged a regular 

monthly  KK meeting 

with his team.  Their 

meeting venue would 

depend on identified 

host barangay.  Having 

the meetings hosted by 

the different barangays 

would allow the recogni-

tion of the KK presence 

and the significant roles 

they can play in the 

community. Three orien-

tation seminar work-

shops were already con-

ducted to children of 

their age at Purok P.I. 

16, Purok Johnny Ang 

and at  Brgy.  City 

Heights.  

 The Kapunungan 

ng Kabataan is impor-

tant in the preparation 

of young leaders for 

their role at the level of 

the Sangguniang Ka-

bataan (SK). 

 

EMPOWERING YOUTH LEADERS:   
KAPUNUNGAN NG KABATAAN ORGANIZED FOR GENSAN 

 Marcellin Foun-

dation, through the Ju-

venile Justice Program, 

initiated the organiza-

tion of the Kapunungan 

ng Kabataan (KK).  An 

Orientation Seminar 

Workshop for KK of 

General Santos City was 

conducted last Aug. 6, 

2012,  at Labu Beach, 

Barangay Bawing, GSC. 

Topics on Self Aware-

ness, UNCRC and Rights 

of Children were given 

by Ms. Vanessa Vil-

laceran Dumpa and Ms. 

Gleziel Jumao-as, social 

workers of Marcellin 

Foundation.   
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“One of the elements of a 

Child Friendly City is the 

presence of an active 

Kapunungan ng Kabataan 

(KK).” 

(DILG Municipal Officer,  

Maitum, Saranggani Province) 

 

Presentation of  output during the  

Strategic Planning Workshop. 

Formation of Young Leaders. 

“Children have the right to meet together and to join groups                                 

and organizations, as long as it does not stop other people                          

from enjoying their rights.”                                                                  

(Art. 13, Freedom of Association, CRC) 



 Last July 20, 2012, 

thirty two  Marcellin stu-

dents and seven personnel 

attended an orientation on 

Vermi Culture and Vermi 

Composting. The  resource 

person was  Mary Rose F. 

Laguindam, Department of 

Agrarian Reform  Officer of 

General Santos City.  

 Marcellin advocates 

care for the earth and 

through the knowledge and 

skills obtained in the train-

ing, students and staff 

learn to convert waste 

materials to organic 

fertilizers.  Developing 

an organic farm is envi-

sioned with the hope 

that it will supply food 

and vegetables to 

Marcellin community. 

 

sored by the Creative Kids 

Studio in partnership with 

Consuelo Foundation last 

September 21, 2012.  The 

said training was aimed at 

harnessing the creative 

nature of participants 

through fun, challenging 

activities as pedagogical 

tools for art appreciation, 

craftsmanship, produc-

tions and presentations.  

The students and teachers 

from Marcellin enjoyed the 

workshop and expressed 

appreciation on the learn-

ing gains they obtained. 

 Recognizing  the 

“right of every child to relax 

and play and join in a wide 

range of cultural, artistic and 

other recreational activi-

ties” (Art 32, CRC), Marcellin 

Foundation sent participants 

to the Arts Training  spon-
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To our new TESDA National Competency-2  

Passers in  Computer Hardware 

 
To our new TESDA National Competency -2  

Passers in Plumbing 

 

 
Ricardo dela Cruz 

Rodel Calagsan 

Emeliano Calledo, Jr. 
Rovil Tejeroso 

We are so proud of you!!! 

ADVOCATING CARE 
FOR THE EARTH 

HARNESSING CHILDREN’S CREATIVITY 

THROUGH ARTS 

* Clinical Training in Cognitive Behavioral Treatment for Post Trauma Stress Disorder and  

Advanced Family Therapy, June 17-22, 2012 at St. Giles Hotel, Makati City.  Attendee:  

Mrs. Fely Jaque. 

 

* Personal Safety Lesson (PSL), September 26-28, 2012.  The training was meant to equip 

handlers/advocates of children the knowledge and skills on how to handle sexually 

abused children.  Attendees: Mrs. Fely Jaque and Ms. Irene Paterno. 

 

* Communication Workshop, September 12-14, 2012, held at Manila. Attendees:  Ms. 

Sheena Pino and Bro. Crispin, FMS. 

We thank Consuelo Foundation for their assistance in the skills enhancement of Marcellin staff. 

Marcellin boys (with Br. Xyryx) display their 

work of art. 



“My Father’s Favorites!” 
(A Volunteer’s Reflection) 

  
 I thought the story of “feeling favorites” had ended.  But not until this day 
when I was told to get loaves of bread in a bakery owned by Mr. Expedito and Mrs. 
Virgie Estandarte.  My Aunt Mila Precioso specially ordered these loaves of bread 
and she requested me  to  bring and share these with Marcellin  street children.   
  
 Approaching the bakery, I was met with a beaming smile  of  Mrs. Estandarte 
who had in her eyes a look of excitement.  Her words were:  “So, you are the daugh-
ter of Sir Josue.  You know what, your father was my teacher and I was his favorite 
student!” 
  
 Hearing her led me to recall exactly the same words spoken of by those 
whom my father encountered: 

  
 While in Vigan, north of Philippines, a former basketball player quipped:  “I was your father’s favorite player. He was my 
favorite coach!”  During the grand alumni homecoming at the University, a couple from USA met me with the greeting:  “I can 
remember well your father, because I was his favorite…”, said the husband, of which the wife quipped “Oh, me too! ...I was his 
favorite!”.  And one tricycle driver who drove me home one day, took some time asking me if I was Josue’s daughter.  When I 
said “yes”, he replied with a sense of pride:  “I am your father’s favorite!” 
  
 As I drove to Marcellin Homes to deliver the loaves of bread, I thought of the many children, wounded by harsh circum-
stances, left abandoned on the streets, chilling in the coldness of the night, devoid of human affection and warmth. I thought of 
their success stories too.   
  
 Momoy (left in picture) and Ariel (standing at right), were two children in the first group of street children gathered to be 
cared for at the Marcellin Children’s Home, 20 years ago.  They were found by Bro. Crispin at the market of General Santos City.  
By then, they were moving from one stall to another begging for food.  When unsuccessful in getting food out of charity, they 
would steal and would run away, lucky enough when not caught by the market guard.   And by night, they laid down to rest on a 
piece of cardboard with no blankets, exposing their fragile bodies to cold and mosquito bites. 
  
 Today, Ariel has been blessed with the opportunity to work as driver of Marcellin Foundation.  Now married, he beams 
with pride at the thought that his life has been changed for good during his stay at Marcellin Home!  Momoy for his part is a se-
curity guard with a regular salary in a company in Davao City.  Just recently, I visited him in Davao and I was so glad receiving 
from him an invitation to his wedding! 
 
 Aren’t they our Father’s favorites, too?   
 
 Had it not  been because of God’s love for them, His providence manifested through the generosity of friends and 
benefactors of Marcellin Foundation,  they might have become potential threats to our society.   Who they stood for, all those 
street children and children-at-risk are  certainly God’s favorites.  Through us and through our concrete expressions of kindness 
towards them, they may never be left abandoned... 
  
 Reaching Marcellin Home, I said a prayer: “May each child-at-risk I come in contact with feel that he is my favorite!”   
After all, each child-at-risk  is  God’s, our loving Father’s favorite!    

    

(By:  Agnes S. Reyes) 

FEATURE STORY:  

Be one with us in making a difference in the lives of  children-at-
risk and  children in  conflict with the law.   
 
We need your assistance in helping provide a child with food and  

           school needs.   
 

 

BRO. CRISPIN P. BETITA, FMS 
Executive Director 
Marcellin Foundation, General Santos City, Philippines 
Tel #:  +639209695547;  Fax#: (63)(83) 552 3385       
Email:  cbetta2@yahoo.com 

    Know us more: http:// www.marcellin.org.ph 

Momoy and Ariel 

On how you can help, 

you may contact: 


