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Newsletter 1.   November 2012 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

This newsletter is the result of the recent meeting in Sri Lanka with Ana and Tony. This is an unpretentious 

means of communication and communion among the members of the continental Commissions on lay 

animation and the new relationship. We've found that there are beautiful initiatives taking place in the 

Provinces, new experiences that promote hope, options that point to the future... We feel that all this is for 

sharing. You are part of the many facets of Champagnat's charism, driven by brothers and lay people with a 

Marist heart in the five continents. 

  

This newsletter wants to be a bridge for communion, a bond of fraternity and an encouragement to go 

ahead. Firstly, we want to address the members of the continental Commissions who have taken on their 

role as promoters of this new era for the Marist charism from the brother-lay communion perspective. If 

you see fit, you can forward this newsletter to the provincial commissions or other Marists engaged in the 

promotion of the charism vitality. 

  
We've started this work of collection and dissemination of lay achievements and processes from Rome, but 

feel all free to contribute with news, suggestions and comments... We would like this to become an easy 

and quick way of sharing the expressions of life of our provincial or regional animation. 

 

Fraternally, 

Javier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

ABOUT US 
 

These are the components, both brothers and lay, of the continental Commissions. The Asia Commission 

lacks an Ad Gentes delegate, soon to be appointed. As to the Oceania Commission, the appointment of two 

members of Melanesia is pending. We hope the Africa Commission will be appointed in the coming 

months. 

  

We have included email addresses to facilitate future communications, requests for materials and reports, 

etc.
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ASIA 

Secretariat of the Laity 
1. Agnes Reyes :  agnes.reyes@rocketmail.com 

South Asia: 
2. Bro. Joseph Peiris:  joepeiris@yahoo.com   

3. Ajith Perera: sandahiru_007@yahoo.com 

East Asia: 
4. Ema Rafil 

5. Bro. John Tan: john@nddu.edu.ph 

Ad Gentes: 

6.  Bro.  -- 

 

AFRICA 

Secretariat of the Laity 

1. Br. Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa:   

slv@moov.mg 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. AMÉRICA 

Southern Cone 
1. Raúl Amaya: ramayamarista@gmail.com  

Santa María de los Andes - Secretariado de laicos 

2. Patricia Garbarino:  patogarbarino@hotmail.com                          

Cruz del Sur. 

Brazil 

3. Fabiano Incerti: fincerti@marista.org.br                                         

Brasil Centro-Sul -Secretariado de laicos 

4. Layza Gomes de Oliveira: lfonseca@marista.edu.br                      

Brasil Centro-Norte. 

Arco Norte 

5. Paty Ríos: patricia0rios@hotmail.com                                            

México Occidental - Secretariado de laicos 

6. Moisés Beltrán: laicosecuador@maristasnorandina.org                 

Norandina 

7. Louise Fortier: fortierlou@videotron.ca                                         

Canadá 

8. Br. Balbino Juárez: balbinoj@hotmail.com 

América Centra 

 
EUROPE 
Compostela:  

1. Br. Teodorino Aller:  

      teoaller@gmail.com     

Mediterránea 

2. Br. Ventura Pérez:   

venturafms@yahoo.es 

Ibérica 
3. Jorge Garciá: 

j.garcia.ochoa@maristasbilbao.com 

Secretariado Laicos 
4. Ana Sarrate:   

anasarrate@gmail.com 

L´Hermitage 

5. Pep Buetas:   

jbuetas@maristes.com 

Europe Centre-Ouest 

6. Br. Albert André :  

fr.albert.andre@gmail.com 

 

PACIFIC 
Secretariat of the Laity 

1. Tony Clarke:   

tony.clarke@marists.org.au 

Sydney 

2. Mrs Carole Wark:  

carole.wark@marists.org.au 

3. Brother Michael Callinan 

michael.callinan@marists.org.au 

Melbourne: 

4. Mr Joe McCarthy:  

jmccarthy@maristmelb.org.au 

New Zealand 

5. Mr Alan Parker: champagnatpartnershipnz@gmail.com 

Melanesia: 

6. 

7. 

 

SECRETARIAT 

Secretariat members  (Paty, Fabiano, h. Sylvain, 

Rául, Agnes, Tony y Ana) ) are in the relevant 

Commission also. 

Br. Javier Espinosa: jjespinosa@hotmail.com 

 

- Compartiendo caminos -  
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NOTICIAS 

 

 Ibérica Province Forum 
 

July 2012: Provincial Forum on identity and 

vocation of the lay Marist, with the slogan: 

Together we are called. The forum was preceded 

by a nine-step journey of dialogue and meetings. 

370 people from almost all the schools in the 

province were involved. 

 

Beside the experiences and reflections on "the 

Marist vocation" the forum was an occasion to 

share some impressions on the "vocational 

awakening and development" with its 

implications on formation, the "personal 

commitment and engagement" from each one's 

"Yes", the "community" which reflects the 

experience that we cannot be Marist alone, the 

"communion" between brothers and laity, and the 

projection of the Marists in the world or the 

"mission". The forum ended with a reaffirmation 

of a horizon full of proposals for the vitality of 

the Marist charism: "We make the future." 

  
.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Other Forums 
 The Province of Canada will hold the 2012 

Marist Forum from 16 to 18 November. It is 

organized by the Quebec Marist Movement, 

and will be held in Cap-de-la-Madeleine. 

Several Marist movement, association and 

entity members will participate. One of its 

objectives is to share the good news coming 

from the four corners of the Marist world. It 

will be an opportunity to know the different 

projects realized from last year's Forum. The 

main issues that will be addressed are the 

present and the future of the province. The 

slogan is: Travellers with a Marist heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting with teachers in P. Udayapatti, India. 
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 The province of L’Hermitage has launched 

the theme for the Forum to be held from 11 to 

14 April 2013: Marist life in communion. A 

prophetic presence today. It will take place at 

L’Hermitage. In preparation for the forum 

nine themes for both personal and group 

reflection have been proposed. The titles are 

quite suggestive: Marist Brothers and Laity: a 

revolutionary perspective. The same table, the 

same source, the same bread ... called to build 

the Marian face of the Church. Breaking new 

ground. See the world through the eyes of 

poor children ... 

  

 

 The Province of Brasil Centro-Sul has 

organized a Forum on Laity and shared life on 

8 November this year, in Curitiba. During the 

forum, a proposal will be studied starting 

from a working paper on Aprofundamento e 

Adesão. The aim is to reflect on that material, 

providing new perspectives for the laity 

formation processes. 

 

 

 New community experiences. 
 The new mixed community of 

L’Hermitage has just been named. Three 

lay women will live in community with six 

brothers. There continues to be a 

commitment to this type of experience that 

open up to communion, complementarity 

and internationality. 

 

 

 La The Ibérica province has laid the 

foundation for a new social and educational 

project for needy children and young people 

in the village of Erandio (Vizcaya). The 

community is composed of two brothers and 

three lay people. At the beginning, no model 

of community will be established, because 

they will decide about its setup. It started in 

October 2012. Among the foundations laid 

for this community is the following: 

 

- The community is essential. But the 

community must build itself. 

 

- The community project. It is the 

expression of community building and 

the discernment of its mission. The 

community project should be something 

open and under constant review. Its 

duration, at least in the initial stages, 

should not exceed one year. 

 

- Mission and tasks. They are the result of 

a new Marist community, one that 

listens to children and youth in need. 

Therefore, they are not imposed from 

outside but rather are established 

through community discernment. 
 

 The Brasil Centro-Sul Province is 

committed to studying a project to start a 

community of shared life within a year. They 

think of a community of three brothers and 

three lay people (two women and one man). 

They have identified some criteria for the 

election of the members of the community 

Participantes al 

Foro de Ibérica, en 

Lardero (Logroño) 
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and the house as well. They suggest three 

missions to be started:  

- Witnessing a new way of living the 

Marist charism, where brothers and laity 

share a common life project. 

 

- Serving as hosting space for young 

people, primarily for those who wish to 

follow the Marist vocation, either as 

brothers or lay Marists. 

 

- Participate in meetings and bodies 

focusing on the theme of vocation. 

 

 

 

 Co-directors meeting in Sri Lanka 
The second annual meeting of co-directors was 

held in Negombo, Sri Lanka, with a view to 

knowing the Marist reality in Asia and support 

Agnes' animation. We were able to meet with the 

provincials, some communities and numerous lay 

groups of Sri Lanka, India, Thailand and the 

Philippines.  Tony was in charge of preparing the 

trip and keep the contacts. We could rely on 

Teofilo's valuable assistance for the translations. 

It was a beautiful experience of contact with the 

Marist life of lay people and brothers of this 

region. 

 

One of the proposals we agreed on, and which 

concerns the recipients of this newsletter, is a 

formation meeting for the members of the 

Secretariat and two participants from each of the 

continental Commissions. It is scheduled for 28 

May to 3 June, 2013, in Las Avellanas, Spain. 

The aim is to deepen the Secretariat's animation 

core themes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Retreats for brothers and lay people 
Spiritual retreats with brothers and lay people 

have proven to be a good means to develop 

communion in the charism. The Ibérica Province 

has been offering this experience for years. The 

Province of L’Hermitage started this year, with 

the help of Ana. México Occidental organized 

this type of retreat at Christmas last year and is 

now planning a second experience for Holy 

Week 2013. Brasil Centro-Sul is planning one for 

next year. The Mediterránea Province also has 

had some experiences in this sense. 

 
This year, the Norandina Province opted to 

organize the three provincial retreats involving 

both brothers and lay people. Those in Ecuador 

and Colombia have already taken place, while the 

one in Venezuela will be in December. The main 

focus was on personal conversion and 

institutional renewal in the spirit of the 21
st
 

General Chapter. They were animated by Br. 

Javier. For 2013 the Province of América Central 

has planned three retreats with the same features; 

members of the Secretariat will also contribute to 

their animation. 

 

 Videoconferences 

 
 After the first meeting of the American Sub-

commission it was agreed to maintain frequent 

communication through videoconferencing. 

Moisés and Balbino have organized these 

online meetings. 

 

 

 

 

Retreat for brothers and lay in Fusagasugá, Colombia 

Pacific Commission:  Br Michael Callinan (Sydney), 

Carole Wark (Sydney), Alan Parker (New Zealand), Joe 

McCarthy (Melbourne), Tony Clarke (Secretariat). 
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 Secretariat members have been given the 

agenda and schedule for the next 

videoconference: 

- Spanish-Portuguese group: 6 November, 

2012 

- English-speaking group: 20 November, 

2012 

 

 Update Process of the Champagnat 

Movement of the Marist Family 
We know that many provinces have already 

started the process of reflection proposed by the 

International Commission. For any questions or 

concerns you might have, just contact Ana or any 

member of the Commission.  

 

 

 

 

  Meetings of the Champagnat Movement 

fraternities. 

In recent weeks there have been several 

provincial meetings of the Champagnat 

Movement fraternities, as in Cruz del Sur, 

France, Mexico, América Central and Brasil 

Centro-Norte. Hundreds of lay men and 

women have celebrated the gift of the Marist 

charism.  

Beside these meetings, in early November in 

Alcalà, Spain, the meeting of the provincial 

animators of the Champagnat Movement in 

the European provinces took place. 

In these very days, more than 30 members of 

the fraternities of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, 

coming from L’Hermitage have passed 

through Rome. 

 
 

 

 

 

 Continental Commissions Meetings. 

 
 Pacific Commission. 

In late October the commission coordinated 

by Tony met. They will hopefully complete 

the group by the next meeting with two new 

members from Melanesia. 

 

 

 Europe Commission. 
The Europe Commission will meet for the 

first time from 28 to 30 November in 

Madrid. Br. Brendan will also be present as 

President of the Conference of European 

Provincials. 

 

 

 

Meeting of the African Commission on Mission and the Secretariat, in Nigeria 
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 Asia Commission. 

Agnes is exploring new dates for the first 

meeting of this Commission. The Ad Gentes 

Sector will soon appoint a representative for 

this Commission.  

  

 America Sub-commission. 
In July 2012, in Bogotá, the first meeting of 

this Sub-commission took place. All were 

sent the agenda and conclusions of the 

meeting. 

 

 

 Meeting in Nigeria.  
As previously announced, the Secretariat of the 

Laity was invited by the African Commission on 

Mission to participate in the Nigeria meeting. 

Brothers Sylvain, Tony and Javier were present. 

It was a rich experience of communion, from 

which stemmed concrete projects for the future 

of the lay process in Africa. Tony and Sylvain 

then held some workshops for formators and 

scholastics in Nairobi. 

. 

 

 

 Improving our communication space. 

Facebook. 
One of the desires that we at the Secretariat of the 

Laity have is to be able to share the life that is 

being generated with all Marists. We now offer a 

new page linked to Facebook. We can access it 

directly from the home page by clicking on the 

logo of the Secretariat for the Laity on the right 

of the page.  There, we will find the news about 

the Marist laity in the world that the webmaster 

of www.champagnat.org will upload for us. In 

this space we have included the blog about the 

MCFM revitalizing process. We invite you to 

make it a living page: tell us anything that can 

help us feel enthusiastic about life and about 

being part of this great family. 

 

A FEW THINGS TO REMIND 
 

 Tony will soon send you a theme for reflection. 

Opportunity to echo the content and enrich each 

other online.  

 Members of the Secretariat have been sent the 

on-going projects. This is a reminder of our 

common commitment to taking the three-year 

Plan forward. 

 By 2013, it will be easy for us to collect the main 

activities of each province in relation to our 

Secretariat. Almost all the Provinces of the 

Institute are represented in the continental 

Commissions. Please, inform us about these 

activities so that we can develop a timetable that 

will allow us to follow the events and processes 

across the Institute. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT  
 

At the provincial level, what we need to do to move 
forward, among other things, is: 

 To establish a process or itinerary for those who 
wish to advance in their Marist identity and 
carry out a reflection on the ways to create a 
bond or show belonging for those who come out 
of that itinerary. 

 Offer moments or meetings for discernment of 
the Marist vocation among youth. 

 To create formation spaces for brothers and lay 
people (continue joint formation, provide joint 
systematic formation...). 

 To create links between Marist communities and 
groups and among people who identify 
themselves as such. 

 To establish a climate of mutual trust so that 
brothers and lay people can discern together the 
steps that must be taken for the future. 

 To start new communities with brothers and lay 
people. 

 To systematize reflection on Christian Marist 
communities of reference for educational works 
and take steps for their establishment in the 
Province centres. 

 To deepen lay Marist spirituality peculiar 
features and establish a process or school of 
formation on this spirituality for the lay. 

 To promote the leading role of lay Marists in the 
provincial life (animation, management...). 

 To make sure that a serious effort is made 
throughout the province for the promotion and 
vitality of the lay Marist vocation (fraternities, 
accompaniment and formation of people who 
want to grow as Marists...) and take particular 
care of those who need more support in this 
effort. 

 
(From the outcome document of the Ibérica Forum) 
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