Community

In Paul’s letter to the Romans (12:3-13) he likens community to our bodies, which are made up of many parts. We all have our gifts and our limitations. Some of us are better at hiding our limitations than others, however, we all have to face these in community. This may well be a community we live in or the wider Marist community we connect with…honest relationships highlight our gifts and our blind spots too! Knowing the support and love of a group of Marists enables us to minister to others and to share that loving support.

The following quotes come from both Lay Marists and Brothers who share their experience of community;

“The Marist life in community has been a place where…giftedness is recognized while also being aware of limitations. This challenge has not been done in a judging way, rather there has been room for creativity to emerge.” Br. John McMahon, Director of Champagnat Education.

“Commencing the day with prayer each day in a staff meeting was a new, but very welcome experience. It has remained with me as one of the true differences in what we can achieve in a religious school, when compared to a secular school.” Margaret Robbins, Head of Sion Campus, Catholic College Sale.

Reflecting on an experience in a developing country, the opportunity to live and work in such an environment was (like staying at Nicholson Street for a few days), a chance to “…renew your faith. To be in a community like that where people care for each other so much, its great!” Don and Rosemary McBeath, Educationalists and parents of the late Brother Nick McBeath.

“It (community life) has allowed me to share my faith with others and allowed members of my community to gain a better understanding of who I am. This has been life giving.” Br. Doug Walsh, Educational Consultant and support staff member at Samaritan Catholic College.

The Gospel Story…

After reflecting on the above quotes, read the scripture passage from Romans (12:3-13). Spend a few moments reflecting in this passage.

We all belong to communities of some sort, whether they are family, friendship groups, sporting groups, networks, work environments. Reflect on your experience of community and belonging. 

The Marist Story…

In the Melbourne Province, there has been a gradual development of Marist Partnership Groups in different areas such as Perth, Alice Springs, Forbes, with new groups commencing or gathering occasionally in other areas.

Kevin Davis, a member of one of the Perth groups and a teacher at Newman College, reflects on his experience and vocation; 

“I’m glad to be here.” These words echoed by some members in our group, when we meet, spell out how important our group is becoming. 

These meetings offer us a time to be still and silent and reflect our feelings. Each member brings a wealth of love, commitment and shared responsibility to each member. Whilst it is important to have silence, it is also paramount that we listen actively to each other, as we gain wisdom from each other. Often a member will affirm another member, giving that person confidence to take the next step if need be.

We are bonding slowly and the “glue” of the meeting exists more heavily outside, when we see each other at school breaks and you realize that your vocation and ministry in the College is shared and people are only too ready to support you, with a smile, a word of encouragement or time to laugh.

We are slowly coming out of a “shadow into an image” and realizing how vital our daily vocation is and the means we have to develop spiritually and around one another, in a nurturing and pastoral environment.

My Story…

Spend some time acknowledging the gifts you bring to others in the communities in which you belong.

Reflect on some of your struggles and joys in your experiences of community.

