Discipleship

The Gospel story of the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) depicts the two disciples walking together talking fervently about all that had happened after the cricufixion, but not understanding what had really been going on…until Jesus appeared to them. We often find ourselves talking about what is happening, but being uncertain as to what is really going on and needing to trust that somehow God is in it all. It is when we choose to follow our true desire that we notice our hearts burn with passion.

The following quotes come from both Lay Marists and Brothers who have described their experience of discipleship:

“I wanted to have a sense of God in my life. I’d seen the Brothers at work – I didn’t know how they lived or what they did, but somehow it was for me. I didn’t understand until some ten years onto (the) life, it’s been a great decision. The Marist life has helped me be me.” Br. John McMahon, Director of Champagnat Education.

An experience of living among Aboriginal people meant, “getting in touch with Aboriginal families and learning their language from them, trying to get a handle on the culture, getting out and sitting in the dirt with them, going bush with them, being accepted by them.” Br. Maurie Bambridge, Alice Springs Community.

“The Marist Brothers and the Marist spirituality has been very much a core part of my life…there is a call to be an apostle to the youth, someone who will bring the Good News to young people.” Paul Chalkley, Marist Transition School.
“…my experience in young adult ministry was always being drawn out by people who could see potential in myself and those around me, that we may not have seen in ourselves…In naming partnership more formally, it would provide a chance for formation and support to continue to work in Partnership together. So it wasn’t naming (in the sense) demanding to be recognised…it was for support and encouragement, that was the critical part.” Marcelle Mogg, Editor of Eureka Street Magazine.

The Gospel Story…

After reflecting on the above quotes, read the scripture passage of the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). Spend some time imagining yourself to be one of the disciples walking along the road. 

What makes your heart ‘burn’ with regard to your life journey?

The Marist Story…

We discover how enriching it is for Brothers and Lay people to share life’s journey. We experience the wealth of mutual support and the impact of the Marist charism that finds its expression in our various vocations in the Chruch. Hence we feel called to:

Deepen our understanding of the specific identities of Brothers and Lay Marists, in sharing life: spirituality, mission, formation. (XXth General Chapter document no. 26).

My Story…

Discipleship is about our being loved by God and our loving in return. Reflect on your experience of being loved and loving.

In which areas of my life does this present a challenge?

For what am I grateful in my life experience of being loved and loving?

