Identity

The Gospel story of the Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36) is full of brilliant images. We can immerse ourselves in these and imagine the scene with all its transcendent aura. But like Peter and John and James, we may become dazzled by the experience and need to be grounded in the truth. God clearly states, “This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.” Our identity is shaped by the Spirit, however, this shaping occurs in our everyday lives and relationships with others. What we come to know and love in each other, we come to know and love in ourselves. That which is Marist in us is drawn out and lived more fully when we experience the Marist life of others.

The following quotes come from both Lay Marists and Brothers who have shared something of their identity:

“I thought I knew, but I didn’t. (Change of school). I found that a lonely experience…I had to go out of myself and go to them (staff) to overcome some of my shyness. I had to take positive steps and that was hard. I just sat and listened and thought and prayed and reflected and talked to my fellow principals.” Br. John McMahon, Director of Champagnat Education.

“The main thing in Religious Life is Jesus. If you take Jesus out, it is just a silly life. It’s Jesus who gives a sense to Religious Life. But Jesus is (always) with you. You can go with Jesus anywhere with the Gospel, you don’t have to be a Religious person.” Patricia Rodriguez, student from Colombia.

“I feel myself more as a ‘paternal’ fellow rather than a ‘fraternal’ fellow. I have genuine regrets that I didn’t get married and I didn’t have kids. But on the other hand, I can look back to my contact with these families, and all their kids were my kids. I was either the old grandfather or the old uncle. I’ve had kids crawl all over me and I’ve related so well to them, and with husbands and wives. You’re relating with them in a very loving way. That’s what I see God as all about.” Br. Maurie Bambridge, Alice Springs Community.

“…there is a familiarity that I want to remain part of and want to share in…the community is wider than just the Brothers and it’s a place from where I feel supported and compelled to do what I do and a place to go back to as a reference (Champagnat) in how I am going to be in this (situation).” Rachel Lechmere, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College, Alice Springs.

The Gospel Story…

After reflecting on the above quotes, read the scripture passage on the Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36). Spend a few moments reflecting on this passage.

Often we look for the ‘bigger moments’ in our lives to give us with a sense of who we are. Reflect on the everyday occurrences that remind you of who you are called to be.

The Marist Story…

We are convinced that the life-giving Spirit is leading us along a common path. For this reason, while respecting our differences and the lifestyle of each person, we commit ourselves to work and spend time together to reflect on what constitutes our Marist identity, and to clarify the different forms of belonging to the Institute. This will require programmes of common formation for Brothers and Lay people. (XXth General Chapter document no. 29).

My Story…

Reflect on the different aspects of your life.

Where do you experience resonance with others?

Where do you notice differences that highlight your uniqueness?

