Solidarity

In the Beatitudes (Luke 6:20-23), Jesus reminds us of the need to resonate with those who are poor and marginalized. This is not to glorify poverty, but to know that it is only in our being ‘poor’ and vulnerable, that we allow room for God to enter our lives. If we are always in control and independent, then we don’t leave much room for the Spirit to fill us! Hence, we remain in solidarity with each other and those who are poor and marginalized. We can do this in the way we think and act in the everyday. Being aware of material wealth and resources available to us, and using these wisely, is one way of being in solidarity with those who do not have these available as readily or at all!

The following quotes come from both Lay Marists and Brothers who share their experience of solidarity:

“I recall when our school was burned in the war, in the crisis…that was a death in my life. I was a Principal then and three of our students were shot by the military.” This didn’t deter Julian and the other Brothers, who came together and decided that they needed to continue to educate despite the war, and this is what is happening today. Br. Julian Hakumin, involved in formation in Melanesia.

Ambrose carries the Marist spirit in his work still and takes students…to the Kalahari and runs international conferences on community service. Ambrose feels Champagnat is on his shoulder and he keeps involving young people on the margins. It’s about, “getting your minds and your hands dirty…with inbuilt reflection.” Ambrose Kelly, Lay Marist living in Germany and teaching at an international school.

Rachel learnt that social justice was more than going out and doing the ‘right thing’. The support of community enabled service in a whole new way for the members of the Marist Young Adult Community (M.Y.A.C.) “…the sense of wanting to share the experience of being so connected to other people, and yet, independent as well.” Rachel Lechmere, Lay Marist now teaching in country Victoria.

Stewart found going to East Timor and living in community with the Brothers affected him greatly, “I threw myself fully into their life, getting up for prayers…the whole programme. I came back from the experience with absolute admiration for these people…they’re there for the long haul.” Stewart Palmer is a teacher at Newman College in Perth.

Aidan learned much from Aboriginal people; not leading a hectic life, not worrying about tomorrow, not hoarding up things or saving things. “I became disappointed that we weren’t continuing in our role with the Aborigines generally. We didn’t have a lot of Brothers who were available for the work…the government runs the Gap programme now, and that’s a good thing because a principle of development is to do yourself out of a job. However, the Brothers haven’t taken on any new ministry with Aboriginal people.” Br. Aidan Smith is now living and working in India.

The Gospel Story…

After reflecting on the above quotes, read the scripture passage from Luke (6:20-23). Spend a few moments reflecting on this passage.

Reflect on your experience of solidarity with those who are marginalized.

The Marist Story…

God has given us the gifts we need to bring fire to the world and to those around us. We are sowers of hope. We walk alongside young people, helping them to piece together their fragmented lives and to discover the meaning of life. Hence our call to:

Go forward, Brothers and Lay persons together, in a clear and decisive way, drawing closer to the poorest and most marginalized of young people, through new ways in education, evangelization and solidarity. (XXth General Chapter document no. 31).

My Story…

How do you live in solidarity with others in the everyday?

Describe your own experience of marginalization.

