Community

In Paul’s letter to the Romans (12:3-13) he likens community to our bodies, which are made up of many parts. We all have our gifts and our limitations. Some of us are better at hiding our limitations than others, however, we all have to face these in community. This may well be a community we live in or the wider Marist community we connect with…honest relationships highlight our gifts and our blind spots too! Knowing the support and love of a group of Marists enables us to minister to others and to share that loving support.

The following quotes come from both Lay Marists and Brothers who share their experience of community;

“The Marist life in community has been a place where…giftedness is recognized while also being aware of limitations. This challenge has not been done in a judging way, rather there has been room for creativity to emerge.” Br. John McMahon, Director of Champagnat Education.

“Commencing the day with prayer each day in a staff meeting was a new, but very welcome experience. It has remained with me as one of the true differences in what we can achieve in a religious school, when compared to a secular school.” Margaret Robbins, Head of Sion Campus, Catholic College Sale.

Reflecting on an experience in a developing country, the opportunity to live and work in such an environment was (like staying at Nicholson Street for a few days), a chance to “…renew your faith. To be in a community like that where people care for each other so much, its great!” Don and Rosemary McBeath, Educationalists and parents of the late Brother Nick McBeath.

“It (community life) has allowed me to share my faith with others and allowed members of my community to gain a better understanding of who I am. This has been life giving.” Br. Doug Walsh, Educational Consultant and support staff member at Samaritan Catholic College.

The Gospel Story…

After reflecting on the above quotes, read the scripture passage from Romans (12:3-13). Spend a few moments reflecting in this passage.

We all belong to communities of some sort, whether they are family, friendship groups, sporting groups, networks, work environments. Reflect on your experience of community and belonging. 

The Marist Story…

In the Melbourne Province, there has been a gradual development of Marist Partnership Groups in different areas such as Perth, Alice Springs, Forbes, with new groups commencing or gathering occasionally in other areas.

Kevin Davis, a member of one of the Perth groups and a teacher at Newman College, reflects on his experience and vocation; 

“I’m glad to be here.” These words echoed by some members in our group, when we meet, spell out how important our group is becoming. 

These meetings offer us a time to be still and silent and reflect our feelings. Each member brings a wealth of love, commitment and shared responsibility to each member. Whilst it is important to have silence, it is also paramount that we listen actively to each other, as we gain wisdom from each other. Often a member will affirm another member, giving that person confidence to take the next step if need be.

We are bonding slowly and the “glue” of the meeting exists more heavily outside, when we see each other at school breaks and you realize that your vocation and ministry in the College is shared and people are only too ready to support you, with a smile, a word of encouragement or time to laugh.

We are slowly coming out of a “shadow into an image” and realizing how vital our daily vocation is and the means we have to develop spiritually and around one another, in a nurturing and pastoral environment.

My Story…

Spend some time acknowledging the gifts you bring to others in the communities in which you belong.

Reflect on some of your struggles and joys in your experiences of community.

Solidarity

In the Beatitudes (Luke 6:20-23), Jesus reminds us of the need to resonate with those who are poor and marginalized. This is not to glorify poverty, but to know that it is only in our being ‘poor’ and vulnerable, that we allow room for God to enter our lives. If we are always in control and independent, then we don’t leave much room for the Spirit to fill us! Hence, we remain in solidarity with each other and those who are poor and marginalized. We can do this in the way we think and act in the everyday. Being aware of material wealth and resources available to us, and using these wisely, is one way of being in solidarity with those who do not have these available as readily or at all!

The following quotes come from both Lay Marists and Brothers who share their experience of solidarity:

“I recall when our school was burned in the war, in the crisis…that was a death in my life. I was a Principal then and three of our students were shot by the military.” This didn’t deter Julian and the other Brothers, who came together and decided that they needed to continue to educate despite the war, and this is what is happening today. Br. Julian Hakumin, involved in formation in Melanesia.

Ambrose carries the Marist spirit in his work still and takes students…to the Kalahari and runs international conferences on community service. Ambrose feels Champagnat is on his shoulder and he keeps involving young people on the margins. It’s about, “getting your minds and your hands dirty…with inbuilt reflection.” Ambrose Kelly, Lay Marist living in Germany and teaching at an international school.

Rachel learnt that social justice was more than going out and doing the ‘right thing’. The support of community enabled service in a whole new way for the members of the Marist Young Adult Community (M.Y.A.C.) “…the sense of wanting to share the experience of being so connected to other people, and yet, independent as well.” Rachel Lechmere, Lay Marist now teaching in country Victoria.

Stewart found going to East Timor and living in community with the Brothers affected him greatly, “I threw myself fully into their life, getting up for prayers…the whole programme. I came back from the experience with absolute admiration for these people…they’re there for the long haul.” Stewart Palmer is a teacher at Newman College in Perth.

Aidan learned much from Aboriginal people; not leading a hectic life, not worrying about tomorrow, not hoarding up things or saving things. “I became disappointed that we weren’t continuing in our role with the Aborigines generally. We didn’t have a lot of Brothers who were available for the work…the government runs the Gap programme now, and that’s a good thing because a principle of development is to do yourself out of a job. However, the Brothers haven’t taken on any new ministry with Aboriginal people.” Br. Aidan Smith is now living and working in India.

The Gospel Story…

After reflecting on the above quotes, read the scripture passage from Luke (6:20-23). Spend a few moments reflecting on this passage.

Reflect on your experience of solidarity with those who are marginalized.

The Marist Story…

God has given us the gifts we need to bring fire to the world and to those around us. We are sowers of hope. We walk alongside young people, helping them to piece together their fragmented lives and to discover the meaning of life. Hence our call to:

Go forward, Brothers and Lay persons together, in a clear and decisive way, drawing closer to the poorest and most marginalized of young people, through new ways in education, evangelization and solidarity. (XXth General Chapter document no. 31).

My Story…

How do you live in solidarity with others in the everyday?

Describe your own experience of marginalization.

Identity

The Gospel story of the Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36) is full of brilliant images. We can immerse ourselves in these and imagine the scene with all its transcendent aura. But like Peter and John and James, we may become dazzled by the experience and need to be grounded in the truth. God clearly states, “This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.” Our identity is shaped by the Spirit, however, this shaping occurs in our everyday lives and relationships with others. What we come to know and love in each other, we come to know and love in ourselves. That which is Marist in us is drawn out and lived more fully when we experience the Marist life of others.

The following quotes come from both Lay Marists and Brothers who have shared something of their identity:

“I thought I knew, but I didn’t. (Change of school). I found that a lonely experience…I had to go out of myself and go to them (staff) to overcome some of my shyness. I had to take positive steps and that was hard. I just sat and listened and thought and prayed and reflected and talked to my fellow principals.” Br. John McMahon, Director of Champagnat Education.

“The main thing in Religious Life is Jesus. If you take Jesus out, it is just a silly life. It’s Jesus who gives a sense to Religious Life. But Jesus is (always) with you. You can go with Jesus anywhere with the Gospel, you don’t have to be a Religious person.” Patricia Rodriguez, student from Colombia.

“I feel myself more as a ‘paternal’ fellow rather than a ‘fraternal’ fellow. I have genuine regrets that I didn’t get married and I didn’t have kids. But on the other hand, I can look back to my contact with these families, and all their kids were my kids. I was either the old grandfather or the old uncle. I’ve had kids crawl all over me and I’ve related so well to them, and with husbands and wives. You’re relating with them in a very loving way. That’s what I see God as all about.” Br. Maurie Bambridge, Alice Springs Community.

“…there is a familiarity that I want to remain part of and want to share in…the community is wider than just the Brothers and it’s a place from where I feel supported and compelled to do what I do and a place to go back to as a reference (Champagnat) in how I am going to be in this (situation).” Rachel Lechmere, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart College, Alice Springs.

The Gospel Story…

After reflecting on the above quotes, read the scripture passage on the Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36). Spend a few moments reflecting on this passage.

Often we look for the ‘bigger moments’ in our lives to give us with a sense of who we are. Reflect on the everyday occurrences that remind you of who you are called to be.

The Marist Story…

We are convinced that the life-giving Spirit is leading us along a common path. For this reason, while respecting our differences and the lifestyle of each person, we commit ourselves to work and spend time together to reflect on what constitutes our Marist identity, and to clarify the different forms of belonging to the Institute. This will require programmes of common formation for Brothers and Lay people. (XXth General Chapter document no. 29).

My Story…

Reflect on the different aspects of your life.

Where do you experience resonance with others?

Where do you notice differences that highlight your uniqueness?

Discipleship

The Gospel story of the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) depicts the two disciples walking together talking fervently about all that had happened after the cricufixion, but not understanding what had really been going on…until Jesus appeared to them. We often find ourselves talking about what is happening, but being uncertain as to what is really going on and needing to trust that somehow God is in it all. It is when we choose to follow our true desire that we notice our hearts burn with passion.

The following quotes come from both Lay Marists and Brothers who have described their experience of discipleship:

“I wanted to have a sense of God in my life. I’d seen the Brothers at work – I didn’t know how they lived or what they did, but somehow it was for me. I didn’t understand until some ten years onto (the) life, it’s been a great decision. The Marist life has helped me be me.” Br. John McMahon, Director of Champagnat Education.

An experience of living among Aboriginal people meant, “getting in touch with Aboriginal families and learning their language from them, trying to get a handle on the culture, getting out and sitting in the dirt with them, going bush with them, being accepted by them.” Br. Maurie Bambridge, Alice Springs Community.

“The Marist Brothers and the Marist spirituality has been very much a core part of my life…there is a call to be an apostle to the youth, someone who will bring the Good News to young people.” Paul Chalkley, Marist Transition School.
“…my experience in young adult ministry was always being drawn out by people who could see potential in myself and those around me, that we may not have seen in ourselves…In naming partnership more formally, it would provide a chance for formation and support to continue to work in Partnership together. So it wasn’t naming (in the sense) demanding to be recognised…it was for support and encouragement, that was the critical part.” Marcelle Mogg, Editor of Eureka Street Magazine.

The Gospel Story…

After reflecting on the above quotes, read the scripture passage of the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). Spend some time imagining yourself to be one of the disciples walking along the road. 

What makes your heart ‘burn’ with regard to your life journey?

The Marist Story…

We discover how enriching it is for Brothers and Lay people to share life’s journey. We experience the wealth of mutual support and the impact of the Marist charism that finds its expression in our various vocations in the Chruch. Hence we feel called to:

Deepen our understanding of the specific identities of Brothers and Lay Marists, in sharing life: spirituality, mission, formation. (XXth General Chapter document no. 26).

My Story…

Discipleship is about our being loved by God and our loving in return. Reflect on your experience of being loved and loving.

In which areas of my life does this present a challenge?

For what am I grateful in my life experience of being loved and loving?

