	FEATURES WHICH IDENTIFY THE FRATERNITIES OF MCHFM IN THE PROVINCE OF IBERIA


1 – The fraternity is a place for sharing faith and life.   

We are groups of people who follow Jesus with a specific charism: that of Marcellin Champagnat. We share our search and our concerns that lead us to share projects and personal interest in each other and we live our faith in community. This enriches us personally and spiritually.  

2 - We live the family spirit, welcoming and with simplicity.  

Close witness and family spirit in:   

a. relationships among ourselves.  

b. relationships with others: the capacity for welcoming: sense of home. We find ourselves “at home" wherever we find Marists.
c. we live community: we share our life and sense of mutual ownership.  

Simplicity:  

1 - We do not see ourselves as special and we relate naturally with those around us.  

2 - We show what we are through our lives: we are simple in our witness.  

3 - It is a personal option.  

Becoming part of a fraternity comes about by following a certain path and from personal option. The paths can be very diverse: processes of groups, parents, schools, etc.  

4 - Diversity is wealth.  

The diversity in the group helps us to educate and to be educated. We gain wealth from the different values and experiences of others. We are many: people with careers, occupations, realities, very different motivations which is why we respect different rhythms and processes   

5 - We live with enthusiasm and hope.  

We see the future of the fraternities with hope and with enthusiasm. In the light of the Gospel we should look at the first communities and try to make the fraternities live up to them. It must be something which is alive, which advances step by step, but continues to move.   

6 - We feel the need to pass on the project of the fraternities.   

There is a general concern for the growth of the fraternities, as much in their number as in the number of people who can be incorporated into those that already exist. It is important for us to be known and to be able to reach more people, which is why we try to be witnesses of our faith wherever we are. At this time it is perhaps necessary to take a risk. It is necessary to follow unexplored paths, wisely, but without fear.   

7 - We have a responsibility as a Movement.   

We are becoming aware of the responsibility that we the lay people have in the development of our processes.  

SOME WAYS WHICH HELP US:  

- Prayer.  

- Fraternal correction as a means of helping us to grow.  

- The Brothers who accompany and support us and give us autonomy.  

- Fulfilling our personal project.  

- The "basis" that we had before, which has put us on the path of our search.   

- The trip to L'Hermitage, as an experience that "marks" and promotes the life of the fraternities.  
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