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Reflection and Discussion Guide for
GATHERED AROUND

THE SAME TABLE
The Vocation of Champagnat’s    Marist Laity

Dear Marists, 

One of the calls of the recent 21st General Chapter asked each of us to form “a new relationship between Brothers and Lay Marists” which would help create “a greater vitality of the Marist charism for our world.”   Implicit in this “new relationship” is the realization that the Marist charism, which has guided and continues to guide our congregation, is in fact a gift of God to the Church at large.  This charism is demonstrated not only by Brothers, but also lived and articulated by Lay persons, other religious, clergy, adults and youth. In recognizing this, we see that Marist life is bigger than the Marist Brothers, and that our future is shared with all those who embrace the vision of Marcellin Champagnat.  

At our recent Provincial Chapter, I commented that our Marist spirituality is a spirituality that is both religious and Lay. Brother John Klein, former Provincial of the US Province, often reminded us of the “two lungs image” that Pope John Paul II used when reflecting on religious and Lay life.  His image of two lungs was used to emphasize the need for Lay and religious, structural and charismatic, to “breathe” together to create life.

The theme of a shared Marist life and mission was woven throughout the spirit of the 21st General Chapter. In many ways, we do not yet know all the implications of this insight or how we pursue our mission and how we share our spirituality. We should be, however, committed to the journey and willing to learn together with those who embrace Marist spirituality and mission.  Our recent Marist history already includes initiatives of shared formation programs such as Sharing Our Call, Embracing Our Call, Sharing Our Mission, the Marist Leadership Institute, Marist Youth programs, and the Marist Young Adult Community. Each of these programs and experiences has continued to highlight our common call as Marists and challenge us to reflect more deeply on our life as Marists.  The book, Gathered Around the Same Table: The Vocation of Marcellin Champagnat’s Marist Laity, will, I believe, add greatly to the reflection and conversation already underway about the vocation of Laymen and women.  I encourage you, both privately and in dialogue with others, to read and study this document and the reflection guide which accompanies it.  I believe it will help each of us understand better our Marist life and mission as we move in to this second decade of the 21st century.

Be assured of my good wishes and prayers,

Br. Ben Consigli, FMS

Provincial

SUGGESTIONS FOR USE

In a recent letter regarding Gathered Around the Same Table: The Vocation of Champagnat’s Marist Laity, Brother Pau Fornells, in his role as director of the Bureau of the Laity, writes:

It is very important that the document is NOT understood as a set of concepts to be assimilated, but as a set of life experiences which have been systemized in concepts.  This implies that work on the document ought to start from the life experience of each individual or group, and not simply from learned ideas.  It is very important to do it after prayer and personal reflection, returning always to personal encounters with God and his invitations in our lives. [Emphases his.]

This guide divides the book Gathered Around the Same Table: The Vocation of Champagnat’s Marist Laity into fifteen segments.  Each segment is comprised of four elements:

• A reading selection

• A “What to Look for” section which suggests ideas or concepts to note

• A reflection by a member of our Marist community

• Several items to stimulate personal reflection and/or discussion.

I especially appreciate the kindness of the women and men, both Lay and vowed, who provided the reflections.  I think you will find their writings  interesting in their diversity and inspiring in their insight.  We are a province of generous and talented men and women and we have, in them, much to be grateful for.

Please follow these suggestions if they are helpful to you and fit your situation, and adapt them as you find necessary.  In whatever way you do it, please take the time to reflect on your own life and Marist calling as you read.  

I hope and pray that Gathered Around the Same Table: The Vocation of Champagnat’s Marist Laity inspires and energizes you to gather together regularly  to share your insights and your prayer as, together, we, “with Mary, go in haste to a new land!”


Vince Andiorio


Director of Marist Evangelization
PRESENTATION & INTRODUCTION

READING SELECTION  Pp. 8–19
WHAT TO LOOK FOR:
• The history behind this document and its authors

• The intentions of the writers

PERSONAL REFLECTION
The first thing that attracted my attention when I had the opportunity to get to know a Marist community was the style of welcome with which people were received, and how I was actually received. They always speak of the “Marist family” and that resonates agreeably in my heart. The captivating image of the Good Mother, she who receives and watches over all, has become for me the sign of all gathering around the table of communion.  … I did not understand very well what it was to be Marist, but I saw in that something different. It was not precisely a matter of education, but the way of welcoming, the way of treating and considering persons, the way of feeling the love of God and wanting others to also feel loved by Him. 

(Brazil) 

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION:
• What was your initial reaction to these two sections?  What triggered that reaction? 

• What is your relationship with the Brothers you know?

• What is your relationship with the Lay people you’ve met through their connection with the Marist Institute?


CHAPTER I: VOCATION 
READING SELECTION  Pp.22–28 top 

Children of Our Time; Lay Marist Vocation

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• The influence of time and place on our sense of who we are

• The dynamics that shape our sense of purpose

PERSONAL REFLECTION
Our history since Vatican II with the rediscovery of our common baptismal vocation has enlightened Christians to their priestly calling. It is amazing how the Council highlighted the unique vocation of each individual.  This was certainly not what I experienced before 1968.

Many have found in the charism of religious  orders a meaningful and viable approach to love and live the Lord. They found in the charism of the Marist Brothers a “Way” of giving flesh to their desire to know a serve Jesus.  It is wonderful that the Holy Spirit is giving life to a large tree with so many Marist fruits.   

Lumen Gentium clearly shows how each of us is called by name to work to spread the Kingdom. It is a joy to see how Brothers and Lay people are being called to share in the same charism. This is an exciting development in the new forms of the Marist laity. I am sure that Good Pope John XXIII is pleased with this development.

Through associations with the Brothers, students, educators, parents and friends are sometimes touched by the Marial charism of St. Marcellin.  Some of them find in this an inspiration to deepen this spirit in their own lives.

The charism of Champagnat develops into a life long pursuit and association. It is astounding how the Holy Spirit is enriching the Marist  tree with men and women ready to spread the Good News as Lay apostles. I find this development a sign of maturity in fidelity to Marcellin because he often said that the whole world should be the focus of our apostolic activity. Indeed the Marist Spirit is spreading far and wide!

Brother Paul Forgues, Chicago

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION:
• What is your sense of the purpose of your life?  How far does it stretch?

• How has that sense of purpose been affected by the people in your life?  By the passage of time?

READING SELECTION  Pp.28 bottom–35 

Vocation of Laity and of Brother; Marist Charism; Champagnat, our Inspiration; 3 Elements

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• “charism”

• poverty, chastity and obedience as expressions of love and service for Brothers and Lay people

• interaction among the three dimensions (mission, shared life, spirituality)

PERSONAL REFLECTION
It is imperative to stress the importance of living, not just speaking about, the vocation of the Lay person to a life of mission.  No matter what the job or career, we are all called, by virtue of our Baptism, to live the Gospel and respond to its call.  Listening to the Gospels is important, but only as a step toward action.  Marcellin Champagnat was a man of action – we who are Marists take him as our model.  Our students see us as people of action, LIVING the Gospel in light of our Marist vocation.

So, our vocation, whether Brother or Lay person, is a function of our being baptized.  We just may have different ways of walking the path, albeit together

The feminine must indeed by honored, not just because there is such a person as Mary, but also because God is neither male nor female, or because God is BOTH male AND female.  To continually refer to God the Father is a not so subtle way of undermining God’s inclusive qualities.  Plus, whoever heard of a father creating life without a mother?  Language is important.  Listening to women is important because the reality is that it hasn’t been done very much in our Church beyond lip service.  And in addition to the qualities mentioned (tenacity, stamina, affection, etc.,) I would add the ability to wait for the appropriate time, to sit with the tension of the opposites, and an ability to function without the need for the competitive. 

In my experience, the Lay people of our community have actively embraced the Marist charism from very early on and are committed to carrying it forward into the future.   

Maureen Hagan, Roselle, New Jersey

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION:
• How do poverty, chastity and obedience relate to your life?  

• How does the virtue of simplicity relate to your life?

• What aspects of Marcellin’s life particularly attract you?

• React to the statement, “[We work until] the children and young people experience God’s tenderness.”


CHAPTER II: MISSION
READING SELECTION  Pp. 38–42top

Christ sends us; Passion of St. Marcellin
WHAT TO LOOK FOR:










• What does it mean to be an “evangelizer”?

• Lay plurality and unique mission

PERSONAL REFLECTION
A truly Marist community does not happen by labels.  Rather, it is by action and service that a group of people become a Marist community of Christians.  It is through our own reflection, awareness, prayer, and choices that we become the community that was intended.  As the world around us continues to change, this forces us to grow and change with the times.  We are called to examine the world around us and determine where our love and faith can be put into action.  Only then are we able to bring our faith to the exploited, marginalized, and most in need in society.  

As Christians, we see equality and Christ in each other.  It is this knowledge that calls us to take that community to others.  After we begin to establish a community with each other, we are then called to bring this way of life to our students.  If we live this way of life first, it will then lend passion to the young we are entrusted with every day.  

When we share our passion we empower our students to use their faith to change the world around them.  If we lead the way, we leave our students with no other option than to join in our community of service.  This ultimately creates our Marist community.  It is when we allow our students to live our call with us that we are no longer a label but a reality we choose to embody.  

Amanda Hartwig, Brownsville, Texas

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• How do you connect your world to God?

• How do you create hope for a better world?

• How do you help to improve relationships among the people in your life?

• Who are the Montagnes in your life?

READING SELECTION  Pp. 42–47

Joint Responsibilty; Relationships
WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• Look for “hard” issues here.

• What challenges are presented?

PERSONAL REFLECTION
Together in the Mission
Champagnat’s dream continues to be lived out courageously by brothers, Lay Marists and by our Marist Youth. We in the United States could not dream of a viable or realistic future if we were not graced with so many extraordinary Lay Marists, who partner with us in answering Champagnat’s call to be attentive to the least favored. While each vocation is different, we as brothers must realize that our Lay Marist colleagues not only have much to offer us in the tasks involved in carrying out our mission, but maybe even more so in calling us to be attentive to spirit of God working within us. I believe that the more we continue to partner with Lay Marist in current and future apostolates, the more there will be a need for opportunities for brothers and Lay Marist to grow together in faith sharing. Our Lay colleagues are already fulfilling most positions in our schools and ministries. The continued work of our Office of Evangelization will be critical to continue to offer such Lay Marists opportunities to further deepen their understanding and zeal for Marcellin’s charism. Likewise, we as individuals and local communities must look for opportunities to foster such experiences. 

The Working Relationship
The characteristic of “family spirit” that is at the heart of every Marist School is only made possible by the actions and commitment of all members of that community. As was stated in the previous Marist document, Water from the Rock, we may be the only face of God our young people experience and they need to experience the witness of both brothers and Lay Marists. We can all reflect and think of so many brothers and Lay Marists in each of our apostolates who continue to carry the flame of Champagnat’s fire to those young people.

The Volunteer Relationship
When we look at the history and development of Esopus and in particular the Esopus summer camps, it would be impossible to imagine how much of this work could have been accomplished had it not been for the many volunteers (brothers and Lay-Marists) who have been so strongly committed to Esopus and to the great works there.  We have been blessed with many men like Bro. Don Nugent, Bro. John Berchmans and others who have spent countless years ensuring the upkeep and maintenance of this property and can never take their monumental efforts for granted. The gift and spirit of Esopus is one that continues to be greatly enriched by the generosity of so many young and old who donate their time and talents for the betterment of our U.S. Marist spiritual center.

Brother Dan O’Riordan, Roselle, New Jersey

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• What were your initial reactions to this section?

• What positive qualities do you bring to these tensions?

• What are your untapped talents?

• What motivates you to be generous? To hold back?

READING SELECTION  Pp. 48–50

Passionate for the Mission
WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• What are our current world’s pressing needs?

• What opportunities do we have that Marcellin didn’t?

PERSONAL REFLECTION
 Asking an Italian to "Gather Around The Table" is a difficult proposition. There are multiple courses, always too much food, and never enough time. 

I use this analogy because not only is it true, but in many ways is reflective of all our work. It's very difficult to have the time to reach more of the young people Champagnat sends our way. Young people's needs become more complex as the number of distractions increase. We continually have to create new forms of interventions to increase our presence in their already complex lives. For me personally, what works best is prayer. 

A daily (usually early a.m.) emptying of distractions and giving myself over to our Lord, Mary, and Champagnat. As a teacher of biology one of my favorite scripture passages is held in the statement "I am the vine and you are the branches.”  Our students need to experience us as whole, intact, and free of personal baggage in order for us to be effective. We need to create as many opportunities as possible for the spirit to work through us.

Robert Conte, New York, New York

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• What piques my interest?  Ignites my passion?

• What do I want to accomplish with my life?


CHAPTER III: SHARED LIFE
READING SELECTION  Pp. 54–58

Forms of “communion”

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• Comparison of family and the Holy Trinity

• The “little virtues”

• Mary as model of family virtues

PERSONAL REFLECTION
I was first struck by the sincerity, openness and honesty of the sentiments expressed in the document. The concrete references to life situations. And, my inability to add really anything that would be at a doctrinal or inspirational level. It is all said so well and encouraging. I recalled the statement of one of the daughters of a family in the Philippines who introduced me to her superior in a rather prestigious company in Manila. She simply said: “Here is Bro. Paul, he is family.” And the same was said by an elderly lady who is severely sick. She took my hand and said: “You are family.”  This meant bridging culture and external status as a religious.

That was so humbling and so reassuring. And the meaning of love and acceptance became so much more concrete…and I recall this often when I pray the Our Father. Sharing is not giving; it is receiving. 

Brother Paul Meuten, Bayonne, New Jersey

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• How would you describe  “family spirit”?  What are its essential characteristics?

• With whom do you feel that you share family spirit?  How so?

• What role do the “little virtues” play in your life?


READING SELECTION  Pp. 59–64 top

Creating Communion Throughout Life

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• Examples of creating communion

• Varied forms of community life

• Personal testimonies (in italics) of common life

PERSONAL REFLECTION
While we are not all called towards vows of chastity or poverty, we all share the powerful Marist vocation; we are united by our call to serve our Father, and to bring our neighbor to Jesus Christ through the loving example of Mary.  Even before Marcellin Champagnat, it was known that love was a bond that could heal and serve those it touched.  Love for God, love for ourselves, and love for others is the commonality that has ignited such a strong joint venture of the Marist Brothers and Marist Laity to “make Jesus known and loved, through the Christian education of youth, especially those most neglected.”  It is at the Table of La Valla that we can all sit, eat, laugh, and share.  It is through this communion that the Marist message of love grows stronger, and learns new strategies of reaching those neglected.  Our mission is shared, are cooperation is essential, and our efforts are fruitful.  

While I had a strong admiration for the Marist Brothers during my high school and college careers, I always knew on some level that I was called to be a married man and partake in God’s love through the sacred marriage covenant; but this wasn’t my only vocation.  I was also being called to serve my neighbors.  As I grew older, my love for others strengthened, my worldly experience matured, and my Heavenly Father’s call for me grew louder and became more audible.  I was called to serve in the same Marist community that nurtured my mind, body, soul, and esteem.   Interestingly, it was my relationship with the Marist family as a young volunteer that allowed me the courage to chase my vocations and seek them through to full potential (which, I am sure, still grows). Without all of the continuing support that I receive from the Marist Brothers, as well as the bond of my fellow Marist Lay, I would not be making my mark on the neglected youth as the successful, happily married man I am today. 
 

Vincent Caramele, Bronx, New York
FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• Have you had any experience with life in common other than family?

• What do you see as the advantages and disadvantages of community life?

• How can/do Lay people and Brothers learn from each other?

READING SELECTION  Pp. 64–65

New structures
WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• New challenges and opportunities

PERSONAL REFLECTION
This chapter is entitled, The Shared Life and discusses the variety of ways in which God allows us to enjoy communion with one another.  Communion is such an important aspect of God’s plan for His children that Jesus spent the last hours of His life sharing Himself with His friends.  In our lives, communion is accomplished primarily through sharing our gifts, passions, and creativity with others.  Each of us is enriched, not by what we have, but by what we are willing to share.  

The Marist Brothers have offered the Lay Marist a great gift, a Shared Life.  The Brothers themselves received the gift of Saint Marcellin’s hopes, dreams, vision and love and they, in return, have offered participation in that life to others.  We, as the recipients of that gift, respond by bringing the uniqueness of our lives to that conversation.  One perspective thereby, enriches the other, and so it goes.

Jesus not only shared the last few hours of His life with His friends, He also shared every aspect of His life with everyone He met along His life’s journey.  It is said that every life has a story, and that these stories speak to one another just when they need to be heard.  Let us allow our stories to unfurl, let us tell and retell our experiences because it is only in that way that these beautiful threads can be woven into the rich fabric of Marist and laid upon the table we are all gathered around.
Tammy Ochoa, Chicago, Illinois
FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• What are your feelings about belonging ... being recognized as Marist?

•To what extent do you see this as really possible ... or as just a pipe dream?


CHAPTER IV: SPIRITUALITY
READING SELECTION  Pp. 69–72

Living in the Spirit; Following Jesus

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• Definitions and descriptions of “spirituality,” of being centered in Christ

PERSONAL REFLECTION
As a former religious, I lived a spirituality that was a defined by spiritual exercises such as daily mass, daily meditation, recitation of the office.  I had no idea how privileged nor how narrow such a spirituality was. When I left the convent after fourteen years, the “rubber hit the road.”  I quickly came to realize that a lived spirituality as a Lay person would be much more difficult to create and maintain. As a faculty member in a Marist school these past twenty-two years, I’ve striven to understand what spirituality means for me as a Lay Marist. This reading, Sections 100-109, gives language to what I’ve grown to know to be true: “People and their circumstances are God’s book in which I learn and in which I teach myself how to read life” (103). If I want to follow in Marcellin’s footsteps I will integrate the facets of “my reality in God, and grow in intimacy with Jesus”(104). I must reflect constantly on the stories of those who enter my life, learn from them, bring them to God in prayer, much in the way that Marcellin grew from meeting John Baptiste Montagne, or from spending the night outdoors in a snowstorm.  In this way, I will grow in spirituality and discover the daily source of passion Marcellin had for the kingdom (109).

Alice Miesnik, Bayonne, New Jersey

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• In simplest language, how would you define “spirituality”?   In poetic language...?

• Is your life centered in Jesus?  (What does that mean to you?)

• How do we help others to that concept and lifestyle?

READING SELECTION  Pp. 72–77

Like Mary; Lifestyle in the Spirit; Interconnectivity...
WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• Mary as model of faith, of trust, of justice, of compassion.

• Spirituality as unifying aspect of a personality

• The difference between religion and spirituality

PERSONAL REFLECTION
As I reflect on these lines, I cannot help but think of my own symbol for Mary, that of a friend, of an intercessor to Jesus and that of my own Good Mother. Mary is all of these images for me. This reflection brings up many values that I cherish since my congregation is also dedicated to Mary. Feeling at home in a Marist School came quickly for me since I too want our youth to have a devotion to Mary our Good Mother. 

During a 30-day retreat many years ago, I found myself in a deep meditation where Jesus and I were walking on the beach; at one point Mary joins us and I see Jesus putting my hand into hers. It was a profound gift given to me by Jesus. And so, I have felt very comfortable with my relationship with Mary even to the point when I go to her and say, “I don’t think your son is listening to me, I think he’s ignoring me so please go to him for me and….” 

As a Lay Marist, I believe that my ministry is in helping our youth discover and value the gift of Mary in their lives. In wanting to instill a love for Mary, I found that the Memorare, a special prayer to the Marist, was said often and yet wondered if the students understood its powerful message. Was it being said or prayed? Now, as part of our Marist Youth Encounter Christ retreats, I spend a few minutes taking each verse and strive to make it real for our retreatants. My prayer is that in doing this, the students will have a deeper understanding of who Mary is to them and that she is a Good Mother who can intercede for them to Jesus. We acknowledge we are not perfect, not always kind, but that doesn’t keep Mary, in her kindness and goodness, from helping us.  At any age, at any time, we can go to her and she will hear our prayer and be our intercessor.
Today, many of our youth do not have a devotion to the rosary but hopefully, years after leaving our Marist schools, the students will always remember, through the understanding of the Memorare, the gift of Mary in their lives as one who can bring them to Jesus ever more deeply each day. 

Sister Terry Gauvin, SCIM, Lawrence, Massachusetts

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• In what way(s) do I see Mary as model for me?

• How does my spirituality function within my life?

• Have I had any life experiences where “water seems to have flowed from a rock”?  What long term impact has that had on me?








CHAPTER V: FORMS OF RELATIONSHIPS...

READING SELECTION  Pp. 81-88

Together Depositories of the Charism; Relationships with Other Members of the Marist Family

Liaison and Sense of Ownership

Recognition of Vocation

New Marist Model 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• The various forms of relationships between religious and Lay people, both formal and informal, which currently exist both within and outside of the Marist world.

• An image for the future that envisions a new type a new institutional model.

(Suggestion: Where you see the word “ownership” on pages 84-85, think “belonging.”  There may be a translation problem here.)

PERSONAL REFLECTION
“Whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant; 

whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave. “ (Matt. 26:26b-27a)

Is not a great big family awesome? Well, that is an “only child question.” Those of you who have a great big wonderful family know full well the trials and tribulations that come forth in a large family. How do I fit in to this large and often overwhelming family?  Have you ever felt this about the Marist family?  I am sure you have, especially when you first came into contact with the Marists. I am proud to say I am Marist, and I am still finding my way. How do the pieces of this new puzzle fit together? These are the questions for reflection. 
First, is not a great big family awesome? The Marist family is a lot like the early Church. Everyone is on fire with the Spirit and we move in ten thousand directions and often we bump into each other. Oh, the joys of family life! This does not work; that is too big; he is just so pigheaded; she is so arrogant… if you are in a big family you know what I mean… Yet there is a wonderful spirit that permeates all families. We are a Marist family, and like a bunch of young men and women eager to prove themselves we often, with good intentions, go awry. We all are well aware that in our family there is a place for us… .
Most likely we are in one part of the Marist universe, which is one part of the Church, which is one part of the world…. How awesome to know that we are in a much larger scheme of life; part of a grand community which works in unity together to make Jesus Known and Loved. Yet where do you fit in? Take a look at what you do and what you want to do as a Marist, how do you express your vocation? ….. Does your life reflect your vocation? 

James Dugard, Miami, Florida

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• Describe what you feel in terms of belonging to the Marist Brothers Institute.  

• How would you determine who belongs?

• Do you feel you get the recognition that corresponds to your feelings of belonging? (Brothers can answer these questions, too!)

• Do you feel attracted to being involved with any of the groups mentioned?

• How would you envision a renewed model of the Institute?


CHAPTER VI: WAYS OF GROWTH IN VOCATION


READING SELECTION  Pp. 93–97   

Journey of Faith; Stages of the Journey

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• Vocation as affirmative response to God’s call.

• The “three moments” of discernment.

• “Personal accompaniment”

PERSONAL REFLECTION
St. Marcellin was noted for his love of children, not only for themselves, but as children of God:  “Every time I see young people I long to catechize them, to make them realize how much Jesus loves them.” This zealous passion is one of the foundations of Marist spirituality and mission.  St. Marcellin was a man of tremendous capacity for love; we refer to him as a man whose heart knew no bounds.  He would have embraced every child in the world, if that were possible.  By word and example, he instilled this passion into his Little Brothers of Mary.  Certainly today, he would not hold back on sharing it with Lay people who love to work with youth.   He would urge and encourage them to follow their hearts and invite Mary, our Good Mother, to help them deepen their relationship with her Son and spread his love to the young, especially those most in need, or most neglected.  The brothers continue to inspire, have a wealth of experience, and are ready to expand the Marist family.  They can serve as catalysts in the formation of Lay Marists through education, spiritual direction and conversation.  Listening as well as speaking are important elements in any conversation.  Gathering around the same table gives the opportunity for gradual and normal assimilation.  Let the invitation be given:  there is a place at this table for those who desire it.
Brother Rene Roy, Lawrence, Massachusetts

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• Describe the “journey” that led you to where you are right now in your life.

• Who are the people in your life who have “accompanied” you?  How so?
READING SELECTION  Pp. 97–99

Fundamental Characteristics of the Journey; Ongoing Formation

WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

• Fundamental considerations for Lay and Brother formation

PERSONAL REFLECTION
W think that the future of the Community of the Marist Brothers is passing through the openness of the Institute and its capacity to implement ways (times of formation, spiritual accompaniment, times of prayer and of discernment) in order to encourage the commitment of Laypeople (single people, men and women, couple, families) in the community to form Marist cells who share and live the same spirituality and work in the pursuit of Marist works.

 (Canada)
FOR FURTHER REFLECTION: 

• What are the formative elements that are common to both Brothers and Laypeople?

• What are your ongoing formation needs?



READING SELECTION  Pp. 100 ff.


Open Letter

PERSONAL REFLECTION
I remember the words of Brother Miguel A. Isla that have resonated in my heart so many times lately: “It is up to us to believe, to hope and to love always.” To us, brothers and Laypeople of the 21st century, it is up to us to believe that the dream of Marcellin is totally current, not outmoded.  It is up to us, to hope actively and it is up to us, above all, to love.  It is the present and the future that we can offer to so many boys and girls who are suffering, to so many people who do not believe in their future, to teachers and families who believe they have lost all hope, who do not live, only surviving amidst difficulties… but also to those people who want to be associated with this dream, to the boys, the girls and the young people who are growing up along this pathway, to teachers who feel their heart beat each day. 

FOR YOUR REFLECTION:

• Brothers and Lay Marists, how do you feel about the possibility of a revitalized Marist life?

• What might that re-vitalized life look and feel like?

• What might be your own role in the process?
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