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1 Presentation

“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be full” (Jn 15:11). This is God’s plan for all men
and women in every age, including all the young men and women of
the Third Millennium, without exception.”
(Introductory words from the Preliminary document of the Synod on Young people,
the Faith and Vocational Discernment, October 2018)

Dear friends,
Welcome to the 2nd International Gathering of Marist Youth (IGMY “Weaving
Life”) of the 4 branches of the Marist Family. Two years have passed since we
gathered at Lyon to celebrate the Bicentenary of the Society of Mary.
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All of us, the Marist Sisters, the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary,
the Marist Fathers and the Marist Brothers have decided to continue to
celebrate this experience together, because we think it’s a very important
matter to create bonds and to weave our history side by side.
We hope these days will help us to continue the development and
integration of the young people from the 4 branches of the Marist family,
to experience the richness of the diversity of cultures, languages and ways
to see the world around us and, maybe, to go deeper into ourselves and take
a look at the “pattern God weaves” in the life of each of us.
Many young people expect already to share their joy, solidarity and dreams
in different forms and different spaces, to share their experiences as young
people within the Marist Family. This process continues to open us today to
new horizons for the Marist Charism and Mission.
The Weaving Life 2019 IGMY Organizing Commission

»

2 The road we have travelled

The Marist Youth have always had a great vitality in the whole world. On the
2008 World Youth Day (WYD) celebration in Sydney, the branches of the
Marist family proposed a youth meeting. The Marist Brothers convened an
“International Marist Festival”, at Saint Joseph’s College, from July 10 to 13,
welcoming Marist pilgrims from 38 countries. The Young people close to the
Marist Fathers and Sisters met for fellowship on Hunters Hill.
The experiences were so enriching and interesting that for the 2011 Madrid
WYD and the International Gathering of Marist Youth (IGMY) the links
were consolidated. The Marist Brothers met in Buitrago de Lozoya, with
representatives from all five continents, and the presence of the General
Council. The Marist Fathers, Sisters and the Missionary Sisters held a Marist
week in La Vecilla, near Leon.
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youth group of the Marist Fathers, the Marist Sisters and the Missionary
Sisters held their joint meeting in the school São Jose Barra of the Marist
Brothers. The youth group of the Brothers met in the São José Tijuca Marist
School; where the youth from the 4 branches of the Marist Family gathered
to celebrate a festival on the last day, with an open dialogue with all 4
Superiors Generals.
Following these beautiful experiences, and on the occasion of the Bicentenary
of the promise of Fourvière, the 4 General Councils called for the IGMY to
be held together in Lyon, France, in 2016, during the week prior to the WYD
held in Krakow, Poland.
In 2019, the World Youth Day will take place in Panama City and once again,
in the run up to this event, young people from the 4 Marist branches, will
gather in Guatemala to celebrate together our Marist spirit growing in each
of us and making us look forward to finding new ways of incarnating it in the
world.

»

3 Objectives of the Gathering

a)
To live a joyful experience of Church as a Community by
providing an international and intercultural experience guided by the
Marist spirit.
b)
To offer a deep experience of community, contemplation and
solidarity/mission as a way of growth and strengthening of bonds of
union and personal commitment of young Marist leaders.
c)
To deepen the baptismal call and provide elements for the
discernment of each one’s personal vocation in order to strengthen
in young people their leadership role in the Church and in society
through the development of a Project of Life (“Weaving Life” Project).
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4 Weaving Life Song

I carry patterns on my own way
moments and faces that
invite me every day to weave my life.
I carry my dreams and challenges
lightening the lights
and reasons to dress up reality.
I will search for Jesus’ footsteps
watching his entire life
To follow his path that leaves
signs of love for all of us.
WEAVING LIFE, KNITTING NEW STORIES
MIXING COLORS, HERE, TOGETHER AND NOW
WEAVING LIFE, MANTLES THAT SHELTER
SEWING THE FUTURE FOR A WHOLE NEW WORLD.
The new tomorrow is embroidered
With a Mother
full hope and generosity.
Just like textures of emotions
We shape the loom
That we Marists will carry out
Washing all the dust on barefoot
carry everybody’s burden
Sewing real seams and stitches
wanting nothing in return.
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WEAVING LIFE, MANTLES THAT SHELTER
SEWING THE FUTURE FOR A WHOLE NEW WORLD.
With strength, we have to walk
Through your paths that drive towards
A new beginning full of joy.
You must spread the tenderness
And the passion of your heart
To be a witness for the world!

»

5 Our Logo

TEJIENdo
vId
a
GUATEMALA
15-20 ENERO 2019
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6 General Program

»

TUESDAY 15
PROCESS
		
3:00
4:30
5:00
		
7:00
Closing

Welcome: The weaving begins
Start – Motivation- Opening
Break
Small Communities Prayer
Forming communities
Welcome Meal
Review of the day

WEDNESDAY 16
PROCESS
		
7:30
9:00
		
10:30
11:00
1:00
3:00

Community: Weaving together
Breakfast
Motivation
Being Myself / Being Myself-in-relation
Break
Being a Young Person / Being Church
Lunch (on the road)
Building community

VISIT TO ANTIGUA GUATEMALA
7:00
Night
Closing

Dinner
Eucharist
Review of the day
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THURSDAY 17-FRIDAY 18
PROCESS
Interiority: Strengthening the thread
Solidarity: All colours and textures add beauty
6:30
7:30

Eucharist (optional participation)
Breakfast

9:00
Motivation
INTERIORITY
Presentation-Workshop
10:30

Break

11:00
1:00
3:00
4:30
5:00

Workshop continues
Lunch
Workshop continues
Break
Preparation of
Marists’ Got Talent

9:00
Motivation
SOLIDARITY
Presentation-Workshop preparation

Solidarity experience

7:00
Dinner
Night Marists’ Got Talent
Closing Review of the day
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SATURDAY 19
PROCESS
		
6:30
7:30
9:00
		
		
10:30
11:00
		
1:00
3:00
4:30
5:00
		
7:00
Night
Closing

MISSION: the weaving evolves
Eucharist (optional participation)
Breakfast
Motivation
Life Project
Vocation Presentation-Workshop
Break
Workshop continues
Desert moment 1
Lunch
Meeting with the Superiors General
Break
Desert moment 2
And Spaces for Small Communities
Dinner
Party Time –Hotdogs/Pizza & Dance.
Review of the day

»

SUNDAY 20
PROCESS
		
7:30
9:00
		
10:30
11:00
1:00
3:00

MISSION: the weaving continues
Breakfast
Meeting by branches
(Superior General / General Councillors)
Break
Closing moment all together and Eucharist
Lunch
Preparation and departures
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TUESDAY 15

THE WEAVING BEGINS
I greet Mary

We thank Mary for having inspired our founders with the idea of serving

others in the footsteps of her son Jesus. We also thank Mary for the
opportunity to meet as a family and to share these days in Guatemala. We
join other young people who, like us, dedicate these days to thinking about
their lives and growing as people. We pray in a special way for those who
are preparing to participate in the World Youth Day that will take place in
Panama next week. We join our hearts and prayers asking Jesus and Mary for
their protection during these days. We say together:
Merciful Father, you call us to live our lives as a way of salvation:
help us to look at the past with gratitude, to embrace the present
with courage, to build the future with hope. Lord Jesus, friend and
brother, thank you because you look at us with love; make us
listen to your voice, which resonates in the heart of each one with
the strength and light of the Holy Spirit. Grant us the grace of
being the Church in the process of living, announcing with a living
faith and with a young face the joy of the Gospel, to work in the
construction of the most just and fraternal society we dream of.
We pray for the young people and all those who will participate
in the next World Youth Day in Panama, and for those who are
preparing to welcome them. We also ask you to help us as we
want to live our lives happily serving others. Holy Mary, Virgin of
the Assumption, Patroness of Guatemala, may we pray and live
with your generosity: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; let it be
done to me according to your word “(Lk 1:38).
Amen
Prayer inspired by the official Prayer of World Youth Day 2019
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A name with attitude... My name is...

What I have in my bag pack...

Two Trues and a false...
1.

2.

3.

14
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Going deeper...
After having the first contact with your community, we invite you to
respond and share with others:
1. What do I believe are the personal gifts that I can bring to this new
group of friends these days? (qualities)

2. What would I like to receive when participating in this International
Marist Encounter? (expectations)

3. What are the fears I have in being here? (fears)

To share your answers in a warm and friendly environment, you will
receive several emojis to cut, decorate and write. At the end of this
activity, the emojis will decorate your meeting place:
Quality: 		

Expectation: 		

Fears:

15
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Prayer to close the day
I thirst for you (fragment)
It is true. I am at the door of your heart, day and night.
Even when you’re not listening, even if you doubt it could be me,
there I am: waiting for the smallest signal of response,
even the smallest suggestion of invitation that allows me to enter.
And I want you to know that every time you invite me, I always
come, without fail.
I come in silence and invisible, but with an infinite power and love [...].
I come with My mercy, with My desire to be with you and to heal you,
with a love towards you that goes beyond your understanding.
A love in every detail, as big as the love
that I have received from My Father. I come wishing to comfort you
and give strength, to get up and bandage all your wounds.
I bring you My light, to dispel your darkness and all your doubts. [...]
I come with My peace, to calm your soul.
When you finally open the doors of your heart and get close
enough,
Then you will hear Me say again and again, not in mere human words but
in spirit: “it does not matter what you have done, I love you for yourself.
Come to Me with your problems and needs,
and with all your desire to be loved. I am at the door of your heart
and I call ... open to me, because I’m thirsty for you ...”
Saint Teresa of Calcutta

»
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WEDNESDAY 16

WEAVING TOGETHER
The weaving of my life

Activity/

This morning we were invited to reflect on the importance of living and
building community to carry out our dreams and projects. Jesus of Nazareth
and our founders also knew the importance of others for their lives and
how the Kingdom of God lives and grows in us when we love each other
with sincerity and respect.
At this moment we invite you to think about the place that others occupy
in your life and the groups of people (communities) that accompany you on
your path. To do this, you will have a personal time to work (in silence) to
make a list of the person (s) and / or group (s) of people that are important
in your life.
Once you have your list prepared, you will receive a sheet of paper with a
“map” of support and using “stickers” of different sizes, shapes and colors,
you can represent the relationship you have with these people or groups of
people by placing them in it.

Option A

17
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Option B

My weaving map
When the personal time is over, please go to your community’s meeting
venue to share with them about the following questions:
1.

How am I connected to the persons or groups in my life (representing
them in size, distances and forms)
2. Why is the connection close or far, little or bigger, etc.?
3. What does the position of each relationship mean to me?
The challenges to live in community
Activity/
Reunited with your community, answer these questions:
1. What are the 3 main challenges that you, in your reality, face in
building authentic relationships and life in Christian community?

18
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2. How could you respond to these challenges?

The community will choose 9 challenging-words that synthetize what
the group think about the first question. With these words we are
going to create a “word cloud” with the other communities. (Each community will have cardboard papers of different sizes (3 of each size)
and will write the words on the papers depending on the order of importance they give to each word. All the papers will be put together
on a big board in the main room).

19
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BULDING COMMUNITY DISCOVERING ANTIGUA
Welcome to the Very Noble and Very Loyal City of Santiago de los
Caballeros de Guatemala, popularly known as Antigua. It is interesting to
know that this was the capital of the General Captaincy of Guatemala
between 1541 and 1776, in times of a Spanish presence in the Americas.
Well, as we invite you to visit the “Antigua” it is also the occasion to continue
building and strengthening your community. During this afternoon you will
look for three places in the city where you must develop the following
activities:

20
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BULDING COMMUNITY DISCOVERING ANTIGUA
Instructions:
• Walk around the city visiting and discover places by communities.
• We invite you to visit and complete different tasks.
• These are the places you must visit and things you have to do:
a. San Francisco Church or La Merced Church: in an atmosphere of prayer,
share about the experience of God in your lives: experiences, consolations,
doubts, calls, etc. (The group can light candles and make prayer intentions,
you can also visit Saint Brother Pedro’s tomb).
b. Local Market: visit the place and walk around. In some places try to find
someone to talk to about the sense of weaving in Guatemala or the meaning of the weaving patterns. Be interested in the people and their culture
(their community).
c. Arco de Santa Catalina: take a photo of a “human monument” that expresses the idea on how fraternity is important for us to move forward in
our projects of life. If you have internet access, share the photo in your
social media with the hashtag #maristsinantigua.
d. Look for a symbol that represent your little community.
e. After everything is completed… just continue visiting and discovering
things, until the time of meeting again to return home.
These are other places you can visit…
• Central Park. This beautiful park is interesting because it shows what the
colonial era was like, maintaining the same structure as in the past. It has
benches, fountains and the ideal environment to spend a relaxing time with
friends or family. Many people rest in this park because of its beauty and
tranquility.
• Casa del Tejido Museum. If you have enjoyed the Guatemalan fabrics, their
colors, their technique and the people who make them, this museum will
enchant you. You can buy handmade crafts and fabrics in the same place,
you will also learn how these pieces are made.

21
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EUCHARIST
Eucharist of consecration of the communities
• Entry invitation:
The Bridge
To get rid of yourself,
throw a bridge
beyond the abyss of loneliness
that your selfishness has created.
Try to see beyond yourself.
Try to listen to someone else,
and above all
try to strive to love others
instead of loving you alone ...
If you want to be,
forgive me telling you,
you have to get rid of everything
of the excess of owning
how much it fills you,
from head to toe.
Dom Helder Camera
• Opening song: “Sorry to tell you” (Kairoi)
READINGS
Acts 2:42-47
“All the believers were together and had everything in common”.
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were
together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.
The word of the Lord
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Luke 24:13-35 “On the Road to Emmaus”.
“ Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about
everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these things
with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but
they were kept from recognizing him.
He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked
him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things
that have happened there in these days?” “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in
word and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him;
but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.
And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition,
some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning
but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision
of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that
the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things
and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued
on as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us,
for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So, he went in to stay with
them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke
it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other,
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road
and opened the Scriptures to us?” They got up and returned at once to
Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled
together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus
was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
The Word of the Lord
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THURSDAY 17/FRIDAY 18

strengthening
the thread
The weaving of my life

1. Is there a place for silence in our lives?

2. Is there a place for spirituality? Marist spirituality?

3. How do you see God? How do you listen God?

4. Who have been the spiritual guides in your life?

5. In the context of our culture, how do we live and share our spirituality?

24
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Who God is for you?

25
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It takes a special kind
of vision
to believe in
angels and annunciations
and to see
within and beyond
the ordinary
glimpses of Mystery.

26

EN DEF BOOKLET GUIDA A5.indd 26

14/12/18 12:58

MARISTAS ENCONTRO INTERNACIONAL DE JOVENS MARISTAS INTERNATIONAL GATHERING OF MARIST YOUTH

Blessed are we
who create a silent space
for the holy within,
who sit in prayer
and raise hearts and hands to God.
Blessed are we
who recognise and admit our poverty before God,
who are open to new possibilities.
Blessed are we
who are free to allow
our prayers and dreams to speak to us,
who welcome angels in their many disguises.
Blessed are we
who have the strength to be weak
and allow the Almighty to work in us and through us.
Blessed are we
who believe the promises made by the Lord..
and wait in peace.

27
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Scripture Readings: Two Annunciations!
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House
of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, “Rejoice,
so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” She was deeply disturbed by these
words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said
to her, “Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are
to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great
and will be called Son of the Most High … Mary said to the angel, “But how
can this come about, since I am a virgin?”
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,” the angel answered, “and the power
of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will
be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman
Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people
called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.”
“I am the handmaid of the Lord,” said Mary, “let what you have said be
done to me.” And the angel left her.
Luke 1:26-38
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed
to Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with
child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour
and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had
made up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home
as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit.
She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the
one who is to save his people from their sins. Now all this took place to
fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,
a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’.
When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to
do: he took his wife home….
Matthew 1:18-25

28
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In community, in small groups, share your life plan, your project. Once
everyone has shared, take the chance to commit to carry it out in
the future. One way to continue supporting one another at a distance may be to create a group in a social network where they share in
words and images how they have been accomplishing their small or
large missions - their life projects.
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Lectio divina
Lectio divina is an ancient method of praying with sacred texts.
The basic idea is to spend time listening deeply and intently to what God
might have to say to you through the text—almost as if the sacred text
were a much-cherished love letter from God.
·

Reading (lectio) In the first step, you choose a reading, and you
read it several times, leaving room for the Holy Spirit to bring your
attention to a word, phrase, or line that God wants you to hear.

·

Meditation (meditatio) In the meditation step, you think about the
word or words that the Holy Spirit has called to your attention,
holding them in your mind and considering them from different
angles. Ask yourself: ‘What might this text be saying to me, today,
and to my life?’

·

Prayer (oratio) In the prayer step, you respond to the sacred words
in prayer, or in writing or some other creative way.
What can I say to/offer the Lord in response to his word?

·

Contemplation (contemplatio) In the contemplation step, you
rest in God’s presence, quieting yourself and listening for God’s
response to your prayer. You might ask: ‘What conversion of the
mind, heart, and life is the Lord asking of me?’

Though we have outlined four steps or phases,
your prayer might not follow this pattern exactly….
It’s not like baking a cake or changing a car wheel….
It’s more a conversation with a trusted friend,
and as such might flow in and out of the different steps!
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The good news according to
____________________________________
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Chapter 1

A scripture passage which has inspired me…

People who have been important to me …

Beliefs and values which have guided me…

Experiences from which I have learned
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Things that give me joy
(sights, sounds, tastes, happenings) …

Sufferings that have touched my heart
(personal and/or those of our world) …

Insights into God I have gained …
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Chapter 2
People, books and events
that have influenced my life …

My life’s achievements so far …

Further insights - into the world, Church,
the universe, prayer, Mary and Marist …

My dreams and hopes for the future – mine
and the world’s.
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As we look at and reflect on our lives in prayer
we see that have a personal salvation history… our
own testament or gospel
that tells the story of God’s love for us.
It tells the story of Jesus … how he is born in each
of our lives, how he grows, heals, loves, reconciles
and teaches through us!
Each one of us has died to something – a lost toy, a
broken relationship, a dream that did not come true.
Each of us has also known resurrection – renewed
hope, fullness of life and joy!
Let us open our hearts to the mystery of
God’s Spirit within us!

God loves each
of us as if there
were only one of us

Augustine
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WEDNESDAY 16/THURSDAY 17

ALL COLOURS AND
TEXTURES ADD BEAUTY

PERDONA QUE TE LO DIGA (Kairoi)

I’M SORRY TO TELL YOU (Kairoi)

Si quieres ser, perdona que te lo diga,
líbrate del exceso de poseer,
que tanto nos llena de pies a cabeza
y no nos deja espacio
para crecer, para vivir.

If you want to be, forgive me telling you,
free yourself from the excess of possessing,
that fills us from head to toe
and it does not leave space
to grow, to live.

Caminando, recorriendo
los senderos de la vida
es mejor compartir
para que otros
también puedan vivir.

Walking, walking
the paths of life
it is better to share
so that others
Can also live.

Si quieres ser, perdona que te lo diga,
líbrate del exceso de poseer,
que tanto nos llena de pies a cabeza
y no nos deja espacio
para crecer, para vivir.

If you want to be, forgive me telling you,
free yourself from the excess of possessing,
that fills us from head to toe
and it does not leave space
to grow, to live.

Lanza un puente que te mueva,
que te lleve más allá,
acortando las distancias
y poderte acariciar.
Si son botas invasoras,
no van a cruzar por él,
pies descalzos con la historia,
la primavera entrará.

Throw a bridge that moves you,
to take you further,
shortening the distances
and can caress you.
If they are invasive boots,
they will not cross through it,
barefoot with the story,
spring will come.

Caminando, recorriendo...

Walking, walking ...
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Solidarity Experience
1. ESCUELA MARISTA Marist School

(8 av. y 3 calle, Colonia Santa Isabel zona 6, Guatemala).
This is located in the municipality of Chinautla. It was founded on January
15, 1965. It aids 900 low-income students who attend Primary and Basic
Cycles every day. There are 5 Brothers, 27 teachers and 6 other people in
charge of administration and maintenance in this Marist mission school.

2. CENTRO ESCOLAR “HERMANO MOISÉS CISNEROS” Brother Moisés Cisneros School Center” (Km. 16.5 Antigua

Carretera San Pedro Ayampuc, Colonia Juan Gerardi, Guatemala).

This elementary school was opened in San Pedro Ayanpuc, in memory of
the testimony of fidelity to the Lord and of dedication to the poor children
of Brother Moisés. There are efforts towards soliciting financial support
from Marist NGOs, families and other benefactors, for scholarships who
are cared for to support the education of about 190 students that are
cared for in this Centre.

3. HOGAR MARINA GUIROLA - Marina Guirola Home

The Marina Guirola Home serves children with different abilities in a state
of abandonment. It seeks to provide protection and love to the children
who live in this place. These children must be cared for 24 hours a day by
5 workers who are part of this great work, including a teacher, a nurse, a
cleaning personnel, a caregiver for girls and a weekend manager.

4. HOSPICIO SAN JOSÉ – San José Health Center (Km. 28.5

Carretera a Bárcenas, Parcelamiento Santa Rosa, Santa Lucía Milpas
Altas, Sacatepéquez)

This is a non-profit making non-governmental association that provides
comprehensive care to children, adolescents and adults living with HIV and
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patients with common diseases treated in the social service; providing a
better quality of life and an adequate reintegration into society.

5. HOGAR Y CENTRO OCUPACIONAL DE ANCIANOS
SAN VICENTE DE PAUL - Home and Occupational Centre
for the elderly San Vicente de Paul (28 calle 25-28 zona 5)

The Home was Founded in 1983 and has given 35 years of service coinciding
with the year of the elderly, the association decided to expand its
services for seniors. Currently it provides housing, food, medical services,
psychological, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, social and nursing
services to men and women.

6. CIUDAD ANINI – Anini City (Km. 29.5 Carretera a El Salva-

dor)

This is a non-profit making private organization, committed to improving the
living standard of children, young people and adults with disabilities and
in a state of abandonment or risk, providing them with food, medical care,
shelter, education, etc.

7. CASA ALIANZA – Alianza Home (13 av 0-37 zona 2 de

Mixco, Colonia La Escuadrilla)

Asociación La Alianza (ALA) is an institution with a long tradition in the
care, protection and guaranteeing of children and adolescents’ rights.
It provides protection and shelter to children and women - girls and
adolescents - victims of sexual violence and trafficking. They also serve
girls and adolescents at social risk and teenage mothers.

8. ESCUELITA ZONE 3, HOGAR NIÑO/NIÑA ESPERANZA –
Little School Zone 3, Home of Hope (Relleno Sanitario zona
3 de la ciudad capital)

El Hogar Niño/Niña Esperanza is an institution that, usually in the afternoons,
gives school reinforcement, helping children living in the places near the
refuse dump in zone 3, in the centre of Guatemala City. The Centre
provides children with a clean and safe environment and space where they
can be while their family goes to work.
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Places we have visited
a little description
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Reflecting on the experience
Who?

(persons I have meet, stories I have heard, feelings I have experienced, etc.)

What?

(what are they living, what are they doing to help each other, what
conditions took them to where they are, what this is telling me, etc.)

When?

Where?

Why?

40

EN DEF BOOKLET GUIDA A5.indd 40

14/12/18 12:58

MARISTAS ENCONTRO INTERNACIONAL DE JOVENS MARISTAS INTERNATIONAL GATHERING OF MARIST YOUTH

Reflecting on the experience
Looking at the experience you had today, in which
situation have you felt God’s presence? What does
this tell you?

How could you live solidarity in your context?
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SATURDAY 19

THE WEAVING EVOLVES
1. Having listened to the testimonies and watched the movie, what feelings
are emerging?

2. What message have you got from the testimonies you have heard from
the Superior General and the young man/woman?

3. What significant message have you received from this film and how do
you relate it to your life and personal history?

4. What do these messages challenge you to?
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MY LIFELINE
1. Draw and write down a life-line pointing out significant experiences,
plans and projects, both those accomplished and the failures that have
been significant to you and have made you into who you are today. You can
also summarize them with phrases.
2. List your gifts, talents and strengths. For what and for whom are these
of help?
3. List your weaknesses and the shortcomings that you need to work on.
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CLARIFYING A PROJECT
You have recalled your plans and projects, those accomplished and those
unsuccessful throughout your life. You have recalled your gifts, talents
and strengths, and also the weaknesses and shortcomings that you have
to work on. Take 30 minutes to answer, and make yourself aware of, the
following:
1. What are the projects and dreams that you have for your future? How
do you plan to make them come true?

2. Do you have a plan that will help you to follow and achieve these objectives?

3. Who is included in those plans or dreams? Whom do you need to include in those plans or dreams?

God also has his dreams for you. It’s another way to say that God has
plans for you.
4. What do you think are God’s dreams or plans for humanity, men and
women, young and old, for your family?

5. What do you think are God’s dreams for you?

6. God’s dreams for you, do they concern you? If so, in what way?
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MAKING A PROJECT

EXTERNAL

Subjective

Objective

Spirituality
Psychology
Meditation
Self-inquiry

Physical
Behavioural
Exercise
Diet

➔

INTERIOR

➔

INDIVIDUAL

During these last days we have had many activities around different topics:
community, interiority, solidarity and mission.
Create a personal life project, according to everything you’ve heard these
days that includes your dreams, those God has for you and those challenges that are implied in living community, interiority, solidarity … so that
your personal life project is a project on mission in daily life. Do you dare
to do this?
In your personal life project, you may design, develop a small plan to follow, including strategies, people to be involved, times, etc. The following
scheme can guide you.

COLLECTIVE

Relationships
Culture
Shared values
Ethics
Inter-subjective

➔

➔

CONSCIOUS
EVOLUTION

Systems
Ecology
Politics
Education
Art

Inter-objective
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EXTERNAL
Objective

Inter-subjective

Inter-objective

»

COLLECTIVE

INDIVIDUAL

INTERIOR
Subjective
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SUNDAY 20

THE WEAVING
continues
Closing liturgy

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 		

Is 62:1-5

For Zion’s sake I will not be silent,
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,
until her vindication shines forth like the dawn
and her victory like a burning torch.
Nations shall behold your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
you shall be called by a new name
pronounced by the mouth of the LORD.
You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the LORD,
a royal diadem held by your God.
No more shall people call you “Forsaken, “
or your land “Desolate, “
but you shall be called “My Delight, “
and your land “Espoused.”
For the LORD delights in you
and makes your land his spouse.
As a young man marries a virgin,
your Builder shall marry you;
and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride
so shall your God rejoice in you.
The word of the Lord
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Responsorial Psalm 				

Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10

R. (3) Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations.
Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Sing to the LORD; bless his name.
R. Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations.
Announce his salvation, day after day.
Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
R. Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations.
Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
give to the LORD glory and praise;
give to the LORD the glory due his name!
R. Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations.
Worship the LORD in holy attire.
Tremble before him, all the earth;
Say among the nations: The LORD is king.
He governs the peoples with equity.
R. Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations.

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians		
1 Cor 12:4-11

Brothers and sisters:
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;
there are different forms of service but the same Lord;
there are different workings but the same God
who produces all of them in everyone.
To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit
is given for some benefit.
To one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom;
to another, the expression of knowledge according to the
same Spirit;
to another, faith by the same Spirit;
to another, gifts of healing by the one Spirit;
to another, mighty deeds;
to another, prophecy;
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to another, discernment of spirits;
to another, varieties of tongues;
to another, interpretation of tongues.
But one and the same Spirit produces all of these,
distributing them individually to each person as he wishes.
The word of the Lord

Alleluia 						Cf. 2 Thes 2:14
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
God has called us through the Gospel
to possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

A reading from the Gospel according to John		

Jn 2:1-11

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was there.
Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding.
When the wine ran short,
the mother of Jesus said to him,
“They have no wine.”
And Jesus said to her,
“Woman, how does your concern affect me?
My hour has not yet come.”
His mother said to the servers,
“Do whatever he tells you.”
Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings,
each holding twenty to thirty gallons.
Jesus told them,
“Fill the jars with water.”
So they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them,
“Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter.”
So they took it.
And when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine,
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without knowing where it came from
— although the servers who had drawn the water knew —,
the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him,
“Everyone serves good wine first,
and then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one;
but you have kept the good wine until now.”
Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana in Galilee
and so revealed his glory,
and his disciples began to believe in him.
The Gospel of the Lord
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7TheTheMarist
Marist Family
Fathers

After the promise of Fourvière, in 1816, the newly-ordained Jean-Claude Colin was appointed parish priest
of Cerdon for six years. During this period, he worked
on the first draft of what is called the “rule” of the
Congregation. He wrote to Pope Pius VII and, following the recommendation of the Pontiff, went to
Paris to visit the Nuncio. He turned out to be a good
negotiator and was recognized for his modesty and
sincerity. For his dedication and tireless work for the
foundation, at the recognition of the new Society, he
was elected Central Superior of the small group of Marists of Belley and
Lyon in 1830. On April 29, 1836, after the priestly branch of the society
was approved, Fr. Colin was elected first Superior General and received
the great responsibility of the Mission in the Western Pacific.
During the 18 years of his generalship, the Society grew considerably. He
founded several houses in France and sent many Marists to the Mission
field in Oceania. He also devoted much time to writing the constitutions.
It was a time of many challenges and difficulties.
Jean-Claude Colin was a man of deep passion for the “Work of Mary”
and “Her Society”. A holy man with a great love for the Blessed Virgin.
His modesty and firmness became well known. His fine intelligence and
determination made him a person with a great personality. He died at La
Neyliere on November 15, 1875, two years after the constitutions were
approved by the Holy See.
The Marist Fathers seek to bear witness, in the style of Mary, of the
Church of Jesus Christ, a humble and servant Church, reaching all, especially the most abandoned. This is their mission. They are present in 37
countries and their priority is to proclaim the Gospel to young people,
especially those with difficulties, and to non-believers.
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The Marist Sisters

Jeanne-Marie Chavoin made was born in a French
village called Coutouvre, northwest of Lyons, on
August 29th, 1786. Jeanne-Marie spent 30 years
of her life at Coutouvre. In 1817, when she was
31 years old, she received a letter from Pierre
Colin, Jean-Claude Colin´s brother, inviting her to
Cerdon, to collaborate on the Marist project. She
knew immediately that this was where God was
calling her. With her close friend, Marie Jotillon,
she left for Cerdon. Around June 1825, the opportunity arose to have the sisters move to Belley, where Jean-Claude Colin
had also been transferred. The Bishop gave them a larger House and they
had there more possibilities for growth as a congregation. In 1838, they
settled in Belley; they were already 44 sisters, coming from from Cerdon
and around Belley where Jeanne-Marie had lived. Jeanne-Marie Chavoin
or Mother St. Joseph was Superior General of the new Congregation until
her resignation in 1853. At age 69, she began a new work in Jarnosse, an
abandoned and extremely poor village. She was able to live the active
religious life that she always wanted for her sisters. She died at Jarnosse,
on June 30, 1858, at the age of 71.
Over the years, the Congregation continued to grow and spread to other
parts of the world. It is present in 14 countries, with around 250 sisters
who work in areas of education, social work, health, parish ministry,
advocacy, training of lay persons in the Church, and respond to the call
where the needs are greatest. Imitating their foundress, they serve others,
“as Mary”. A presence of Mary among the Apostles that does not dictate
the content or methods used to announce Jesus, but which inspires a
spirit of respect for all, for what the Spirit does in each one.

The Missionary Sisters of the
Society of Mary

As a religious congregation their beginnings date back to Marie Françoise
Perroton and ten other brave women
who left France, between 1845 and
1860, to respond to the Christians on
the island of Wallis in the Pacific who
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had requested that “some devout women be sent to teach women”. They
formed small communities in Wallis and Futuna, New Caledonia, and later
in Samoa.
The organization into a religious congregation took place in several stages.
In 1881, the sisters were recognized by the Church as Sisters of the Third
Order Regular of Mary (TORM), consecrated by vows as religious women
in Diocesan Congregations in the Oceania missions. In 1881 they opened
two novitiates to give training to women who were preparing to enter the
Congregation: a novitiate in France and one in Wallis. The congregation
later spread to Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, Australia, Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands
and then Boston in the United States and New Zealand.
The first rules of the sisters were written by bishops and priests of the
Society of Mary, and several of them worked tirelessly to help the small
congregation take its place in the Church. Thanks to their efforts, especially thanks to Frs. Rieu and Grimal SM, the congregation was approved
as an Institute of Pontifical Right in 1931, with a mandate for the universal
mission.
Since its approval, the Congregation has continued to spread in its field of
service, sending sisters to Jamaica, Senegal, Peru, Burundi, Rwanda, Bangladesh, Madagascar, Philippines, Tanzania and more recently England.

The Marist Brothers

Marcellin Champagnat was born in France on
May 20th, 1789. He was the ninth son of a
peasant family. Appointed vicar at La Valla, on
July 12th, 1816, one month after his ordination
to the priesthood, he took the opportunity
that Providence gave him - after helping a dying
young man (J.B. Montagne) who was unaware of
the fundamental truths of the faith - to meet
two young people of the parish and founded
the Institute of the Marist Brothers, on January
2nd, 1817.
Since his early years Marcellin learned from
his mother a deep affection and devotion to
the Blessed Virgin Mary. He entrusted the new
Institute to “Our Good Mother”, as he called her, and left in his broth-
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ers that sign that is so characteristic of the Marist tradition. In 1824, he
built a new house on the banks of the Gier River, in the vicinity of Saint
Chamond, giving it the name of Notre Dame de l’Hermitage, in honour of
the Virgin Mary. During the construction of the building the founder was
an example to his brothers. He was the first to start working every day
and the last stop for the night.
On June 6th, surrounded by his brothers, he died at l’Hermitage, aged 51.
Pope Pius XII beatified him on May 29th, 1955, and John Paul II canonized
him on April 18th, 1999.
Inspired by the charism bequeathed by Marcellin, Marists assume the
mission “To make Jesus Christ known and loved” by children and young
people. To perform this task, they dedicate themselves to education,
evangelization, solidarity, promotion and defense of the rights of children.
They recognize a privileged place in Marist Youth Ministry to help young
people discover their Christian vocation and become agents of change in
the Church and in society. Currently, the Marist brothers have a total of
3.449 members, distributed over 79 countries on all five continents. They
share their work directly with more than 72,000 laypeople and cater
for about 654,000 children and young people. The spirituality and the
mission of Marcellin are not exclusive to the Brothers, but are open to all
people, women and men, who want to fill their lives with Marist values,
who want to participate, each in his or her own place, in the founding
project of Marcellin. The brothers share their spirituality and mission with
many young animators, with teachers, with the Champagnat movement
of the Marist family, and with so many people that have found, in Marcellin´s own journey, an invitation to make their own journey of human
and spiritual growth.
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8 The Fourvière pledge

By making and signing this declaration, we dedicate irrevocably,
insofar as we can, all that we have
and are to the Society of the
Blessed Virgin.

Par notre geste et par notre
signature nous consacrons sans
appel et autant que nous le
pouvons nous-mêmes et tous nos
biens à la Société de la Sainte
Vierge.

We pledge ourselves to endure
all manner of hardships, labours,
difficulties, and, if necessary, even
physical sufferings, since we can do
all things in Him who gives us
strength.

Nous nous offrons à toutes les
peines, travaux, embarrass
et, s’il faut un jour, aux tortures
car nous pouvons tout en celui
que rend forts, le Christ Jésus.

We solemnly promise to spend
ourselves and all that we possess
in saving souls by every kind of
apostolate under the sacred name
of the Virgin Mary and with her
protection and help.

Nous promettons solennellement
que nous nous donnons, nous et
tout ce que nous avons pour
sauver les âmes par tous les
moyens possibles sous le nom très
auguste de la Vierge Marie et
sous ses auspices.

Eis por que, pelo presente ato, que
leva a nossa assinatura, prometemos
dedicar-nos, irrevolgavemente, tanto
quanto possível, à Sociedade de
Santíssima Virgen Maria.

Al hacer y firmar esta declaración,
consagramos de forma irrevocable,
en la medida de lo posible, todo lo
que tenemos y somos a la Sociedad
de la Santísima Virgen.

Dispomo-nos a assumir quaisquer
contrariedades, trabalhos e
sofrimentos, tudo podendo naquele
que nos dá forças, Nosso Senhor
Jesus Cristo, a quem prometemos
fidelidade, no seio de Nossa Mãe, a
Santa Igreja Católica e Romana.

Nos comprometemos a soportar
toda clase de privaciones, fatigas,
dificultades, y, si es necesario,
incluso, sufrimientos físicos, ya que
podemos hacer todas las cosas en
Aquel que nos da fuerza.

Prometemos solenemente nos doar,
nós e tudo o que temos, para
salvarmos as almas, por todos os
meios, sob o nome augustíssimo da
Virgem Maria e sob a sua proteção.

Prometemos solemnemente
ofrecernos nosotros mismos y todo
lo que poseemos para la salvación
de las almas por todos los medios
posibles bajo el sagrado nombre de
la Virgen María y con su
protección y ayuda.
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»

9 REVIEW OF THE DAY
DAY 1

I PLEDGE

I ASSUME

DISCOVER

CONFIRM

“I confirm, I discover, I assume, I pledge”
I return to what I have lived during the day.
2. I answer the exercise (I confirm: what I already know and feel strengthened, I discover: what has been new for me, I assume: what I want to keep as
important for my life).
3. Define areas of personal training that are pending to deepen and establish
strategies to cover them: “I commit myself”.
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DAY 2

“I confirm, I discover, I assume, I pledge”

I PLEDGE

I ASSUME

DISCOVER

CONFIRM

I return to what I have lived during the day.
2. I answer the exercise (I confirm: what I already know and feel strengthened, I discover: what has been new for me, I assume: what I want to keep as
important for my life).
3. Define areas of personal training that are pending to deepen and establish
strategies to cover them: “I commit myself”.
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DAY 3

“I confirm, I discover, I assume, I pledge”

I PLEDGE

I ASSUME

DISCOVER

CONFIRM

I return to what I have lived during the day.
2. I answer the exercise (I confirm: what I already know and feel strengthened, I discover: what has been new for me, I assume: what I want to keep as
important for my life).
3. Define areas of personal training that are pending to deepen and establish
strategies to cover them: “I commit myself”.
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DAY 4

“I confirm, I discover, I assume, I pledge”

I PLEDGE

I ASSUME

DISCOVER

CONFIRM

I return to what I have lived during the day.
2. I answer the exercise (I confirm: what I already know and feel strengthened, I discover: what has been new for me, I assume: what I want to keep as
important for my life).
3. Define areas of personal training that are pending to deepen and establish
strategies to cover them: “I commit myself”.
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DAY 5

“I confirm, I discover, I assume, I pledge”

I PLEDGE

I ASSUME

DISCOVER

CONFIRM

I return to what I have lived during the day.
2. I answer the exercise (I confirm: what I already know and feel strengthened, I discover: what has been new for me, I assume: what I want to keep as
important for my life).
3. Define areas of personal training that are pending to deepen and establish
strategies to cover them: “I commit myself”.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Address:
Centro Marista de Formación, 20 Avenida 17-70, Zona 11, Guatemala City

Contact telephone: +502 2322 0617

Emergency contact in Guatemala: National Civil Police: 110
		
Red Cross: 125 / 2381-6565
		
Turists Assistance: 1500
Other addresses of the Marist Centres:
Liceo Guatemala
Marist School - Chinautla, Guatemala
0a. Avenida 33-03, Zona 5.
8va. Avenida H. Moisés Cisneros
Ciudad de Guatemala
y 3a. Calle - Zone 6, Chinautla, Guatemala
Apartado postal 253-A
Tel.:(502) 22 86 85 47
Tel.: (502) 22 09 54 00
Fax:(502) 22 86 85 4
Contacts Weaving Life - Guatemala:
Br. Jorge Sánchez Kopper
Mrs. Heidy Gómez
(+502 53921387)
(+50256078984)
Other Contacts:
Br. Mark Omede
Marist Brothers
Tel: +39 320 444 0149
Sr. Cristina Giustozzi smsm
Marist Missionary Sisters
Tel: +39 339 425 7490
Tel: +39 06 30 36 78 67

Sr. Anne McCabe sm
Marist Sisters
Tel: +39 06 39 36 65 32
Fr. Juan Carlos Piña sm
Marist Fathers
Tel: +39 06 53 99 041

Br. Carlos Alberto
Rojas Marist Brothers
Tel: +39 346 211 0630
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